
DAILY MARIJUANA USE MOSTLY STEADY

71.0% OF HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS DO NOT VIEW REGULAR 
MARIJUANA SMOKING AS BEING VERY HARMFUL, BUT 64.7% 
SAY THEY DISAPPROVE OF REGULAR MARIJUANA SMOKING. 

Monitoring the Future is an annual survey of 8th, 10th, and 12th graders conducted by researchers at the Institute for 
Social Research at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, under a grant from the National Institute on Drug Abuse, part 
of the National Institutes of Health. Since 1975, the survey has measured how teens report their drug, alcohol, and 
cigarette use and related attitudes in 12th graders nationwide; 8th and 10th graders were added to the survey in 1991

43,703 STUDENTS FROM 360 PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS PARTICIPATED IN THE 2017 SURVEY.
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BINGE DRINKING APPEARS TO HAVE LEVELED OFF THIS 
YEAR, BUT IS SIGNIFICANTLY LOWER THAN PEAK YEARS.

BINGE DRINKING RATES STEADY AFTER DECADES OF DECLINE
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*Binge drinking is defined as having 5 or more drinks in a row in the last 2 weeks.
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PAST-YEAR E-VAPORIZER USE AND WHAT TEENS ARE INHALING

NEARLY 1 IN 3 STUDENTS IN 12TH GRADE REPORT 
PAST-YEAR USE OF E-VAPORIZERS, RAISING CONCERNS 

ABOUT THE IMPACT ON THEIR LONG-TERM HEALTH.

10th graders

23.9%
12th graders

27.8%
8th graders

13.3% 12th 
graders

10th 
graders

8th
graders

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

Marijuana
or Hash Oil

Just
Flavoring

Don’t
Know

OtherNicotine

When asked what they thought was in the 
e-vaporizer mist students inhaled the last 
time they smoked, these were their responses:

TEENS MORE LIKELY TO USE MARIJUANA THAN CIGARETTES
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PAST-YEAR MISUSE OF PRESCRIPTION/OVER-THE-COUNTER VS. ILLICIT DRUGS

PRESCRIPTION/OTC

ILLICIT DRUGS

VICODIN

Past-year use among 12th graders

5.5%

4.7%

4.2%

3.2%

2.9%

1.3%

37.1%

2.7%

2.6%

1.5%

Adderall®

Tranquilizers

Opioids other than Heroin

Cough/Cold Medicine

Sedatives

Ritalin®    

3.3% LSD

3.7% Synthetic Cannabinoids*

Cocaine

MDMA (Ecstasy/Molly)

Inhalants

0.4% Heroin

Marijuana/Hashish

STUDENTS REPORT LOWEST RATES SINCE START OF THE SURVEY
Across all grades, past-year use of heroin, methamphetamine, cigarettes, 

and synthetic cannabinoids* are at their lowest by many measures.

Past-year misuse of Vicodin among 
12th graders has dropped dramatically 
in the past 15 years. Misuse of all Rx 
opioids among 12th graders has also 
dropped dramatically, despite high 
opioid overdose rates among adults.
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*Called "synthetic marijuana" in survey
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