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Native American Pictograph Stories

Directions

Explain to your class that before European settlers arrived, Native Americans often communicated and
told stories using pictographs. Back then, they did not have an alphabet to write words, so they represent-

ed ideas in different ways.

Distribute copies of the Pictograph Symbols reproducible. Explain that Native Americans used symbols
like the ones shown. Encourage students to think of their own original symbols for words that are not

listed. Draw and write these on the board or chart paper.

Hand out copies of the Pictograph Story reproducible. Prompt students to write a story on the “hide”
using the symbols. (Symbols can be colored, if desired.) Then, have students write out the story below,
using English. Display the stories on a bulletin board, or bind them together to make a class book.
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Pictograph Symbols Narme
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MAN WOMAN BOY GIRL VILLAGE
AAA— 0 0 v,
P S N
N S = <
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MOUNTAINS RIVER LAKE RAIN SUN
MOON HUNT GO TEPEE CAMPFIRE
HORSE BEAR DEER FISH MANY FISH
DRUM SAD HAPPY

©Lakeshore A sample based on our Native Americans Resource Box - Gr. 1-3 (EE224) www.lakeshorelearning.com



Name

3ox <> Pictograph Story

©Lakeshore A sample based on our Native Americans Resource Box - Gr. 1-3 (EE224) www.lakeshorelearning.com



