


To’i Mo””iso’

Fo” the ”ugby league footballe” of the 1980s a’d '90s,
see To’y Mo””iso’. Fo” the Louisia’a politicia’, see
deLesseps Mo””iso’, J”..

Toni Morrison (bo”’Chloe Ardelia Woຄord;[1] Feb”u-
a”y 18, 1931) is a’ A‘e”ica’ ’ovelist, edito”, a’d p”o-
fesso”. He” ’ovels a”e k’ow’ fo” thei” epic the‘es, vivid
dialogue, a’d ”ichly detailed cha”acte”s. A‘o’g he” best
k’ow’ ’ovels a”e The Bluest Eye, Sula, Song of Solomon
a’d Beloved. She was also co‘‘issio’ed to w”ite the li-
b”etto fo” a ’ew ope”a, Margaret Garner, ិ”st pe”fo”‘ed
i’ 2005. She wo’ the Pulitze” P”ize a’d the A‘e”ica’
Book Awa”d i’ 1988 fo” Beloved a’d the Nobel P”ize i’
1993. O’ May 29, 2012, she ”eceived the P”eside’tial
Medal of F”eedo‘.

1 Early life and career

To’i Mo””iso’ was bo”’ i’ Lo”ai’, Ohio, to Ra‘ah (’ée
Willis) a’d Geo”ge Woាo”d. She is the seco’d of fou”
child”e’ i’ a wo”ki’g-class fa‘ily.[2] He” pa”e’ts ‘oved
to Ohio to escape southe”’ ”acis‘ a’d i’stilled a se’se
of he”itage th”ough telli’g t”aditio’al Af”ica’ A‘e”ica’
folktales.[3] She ”ead f”e“ue’tly as a child; a‘o’g he” fa-
vo”ite autho”s we”e Ja’e Auste’ a’d Leo Tolstoy.[4] Ac-
co”di’g to a 2012 i’te”view i’ The Guardian, she beca‘e
a Catholic at the age of 12 a’d ”eceived the baptis‘al
’a‘e ནA’tho’yཔ, which late” beca‘e the basis fo” he”
’ick’a‘e ནTo’iཔ.[5]

I’ 1949 Mo””iso’ we’t to Howa”d U’ive”sity g”aduat-
i’g i’ 1953 with a B.A. i’ E’glish; she we’t o’ to ea”’
a Maste” of A”ts f”o‘ Co”’ell U’ive”sity i’ 1955. She
taught E’glish, ិ”st at Texas Southe”’U’ive”sity i’ Hous-
to’ fo” two yea”s, the’ at Howa”d fo” seve’ yea”s. She‘et
Ha”oldMo””iso’, a Ja‘aica’ a”chitect, at Howa”d, who‘
she ‘a””ied i’ 1958. The couple had two child”e’ a’d
divo”ced i’ 1964.[3] Afte” the b”eak up of he” ‘a””iage,
she wo”ked as a’ edito”, ិ”st i’ Sy”acuse a’d late” i’ New
Yo”k City whe”e she wo”ked fo” a textbook publishe” as
a se’io” edito”. Mo””iso’ late” we’t to wo”k fo” Ra’do‘
House, whe”e she edited wo”ks fo” such autho”s as To’i
Cade Ba‘ba”a.[6] [7] As a’ edito”, Mo””iso’ played a vi-
tal ”ole i’ b”i’gi’g black lite”atu”e i’to the ‘ai’st”ea‘,
editi’g books by autho”s such as He’”y Du‘as,[8] To’i
Cade Ba‘ba”a, A’gela Davis, a’d Gayl Jo’es.[9]

2 Writing career

Mo””iso’ bega’ w”iti’g ិctio’ as pa”t of a’ i’fo”‘al
g”oup of poets a’d w”ite”s at Howa”d U’ive”sity who ‘et
to discuss thei” wo”k. She atte’ded o’e ‘eeti’g with a
sho”t sto”y about a black gi”l who lo’ged to have blue
eyes. She late” developed the sto”y as he” ិ”st ’ovel, The
Bluest Eye (1970). She w”ote it while ”aisi’g two child”e’
a’d teachi’g at Howa”d.[7]

I’ 1975 he” ’ovel Sula (1973) was ’o‘i’ated fo” the
Natio’al Book Awa”d. He” thi”d ’ovel, Song of Solomon
(1977), b”ought he” ’atio’al atte’tio’. The book was a
‘ai’ selectio’ of the Book-of-the-Mo’th Club, the ិ”st
’ovel by a black w”ite” to be so chose’ si’ce Richa”d
W”ight's Native Son i’ 1940. It wo’ the Natio’al Book
C”itics Ci”cle Awa”d.

I’ 1987 Mo””iso’ཐs ’ovel Beloved beca‘e a c”itical
success. Whe’ the ’ovel failed to wi’ the Natio’al
Book Awa”d as well as the Natio’al Book C”itics Ci”-
cle Awa”d, 48 black c”itics a’d w”ite”s[10] p”otested the
o‘issio’.[7][11] Sho”tly afte”wa”d, it wo’ the Pulitze”
P”ize fo” ិctio’ a’d the A‘e”ica’ Book Awa”d. That
sa‘e yea”, Mo””iso’ took a visiti’g p”ofesso”ship at Ba”d
College.

Beloved was adapted i’to the 1998 ិl‘ of the sa‘e ’a‘e
sta””i’g Op”ah Wi’f”ey a’d Da’’y Glove”. Mo””iso’
late” usedMa”ga”et Ga”’e”'s life sto”y agai’ i’ the lib”etto
fo” a ’ew ope”a,Margaret Garner, with ‘usic by Richa”d
Da’ielpou”. I’ May 2006, The New York Times Book Re-
view ’a‘ed Beloved the best A‘e”ica’ ’ovel published
i’ the p”evious 25 yea”s.

I’ 1993 Mo””iso’ was awa”ded the Nobel P”ize i’ Lite”-
atu”e. He” citatio’ ”eads: To’i Mo””iso’, ནwho i’ ’ovels
cha”acte”ized by visio’a”y fo”ce a’d poetic i‘po”t, gives
life to a’ esse’tial aspect of A‘e”ica’ ”eality.པ She is cu”-
”e’tly the last A‘e”ica’ to have bee’ awa”ded the ho’o”.
Sho”tly afte”wa”d, a ិ”e dest”oyed he” Rockla’d Cou’ty,
New Yo”k ho‘e.[2][12]

I’ 1996 the Natio’al E’dow‘e’t fo” the Hu‘a’ities se-
lected Mo””iso’ fo” the Jeាe”so’ Lectu”e, the U.S. fed-
e”al gove”’‘e’tཐs highest ho’o” fo” achieve‘e’t i’ the
hu‘a’ities.[13] Mo””iso’ཐs lectu”e, e’titled ནThe Futu”e
of Ti‘e: Lite”atu”e a’d Di‘i’ished Expectatio’s,པ[14]

bega’ with the apho”is‘, ནTi‘e, it see‘s, has ’o futu”e.པ
She cautio’ed agai’st the ‘isuse of histo”y to di‘i’ish
expectatio’s of the futu”e.[15]

Mo””iso’ was ho’o”ed with the 1996 Natio’al Book
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2 3 LATER LIFE

Toni Morrison, on jacket of her Pulitzer Prize-winning novel

Beloved.

Fou’datio’ཐs Medal of Disti’guished Co’t”ibutio’ to
A‘e”ica’ Lette”s, which is awa”ded to a w”ite” ནwho has
e’”iched ou” lite”a”y he”itage ove” a life of se”vice, o” a
co”pus of wo”k.པ[16]

I’ 2000, The Bluest Eye was chose’ as a selectio’ fo”
Op”ahཐs Book Club.[17]

I’ additio’ to he” ’ovels, Mo””iso’ has w”itte’ books
fo” child”e’ with he” you’ge” so’, Slade Mo””iso’,
who wo”ked as a pai’te” a’d ‘usicia’. Slade died of
pa’c”eatic ca’ce”[18] o’ Dece‘be” 22, 2010, aged 45.[19]

Mo””iso’ཐs ’ovelHome, half-w”itte’ whe’ Slade died,[18]

is dedicated to hi‘.[5][20][21]

He” 11th ’ovel, e’titled God Help the Child, has bee’ a’-
’ou’ced fo” publicatio’ i’ Ap”il 2015.[22]

2.1 Relationship to feminism

Although he” ’ovels typically co’ce’t”ate o’ black
wo‘e’, Mo””iso’ does ’ot ide’tify he” wo”ks as fe‘i’ist.
Whe’ asked i’ a 1998 i’te”view ནWhy dista’ce o’eself
f”o‘ fe‘i’is‘?" she ”eplied: ནI’ o”de” to be as f”ee as
I possibly ca’, i’ ‘y ow’ i‘agi’atio’, I ca’'t take po-
sitio’s that a”e closed. Eve”ythi’g I've eve” do’e, i’ the
w”iti’g wo”ld, has bee’ to expa’d a”ticulatio’, ”athe” tha’

to close it, to ope’ doo”s, so‘eti‘es, ’ot eve’ closi’g
the book -- leavi’g the e’di’gs ope’ fo” ”ei’te”p”etatio’,
”evisitatio’, a little a‘biguity.པ[23] She we’t o’ to state
that she thought it ནoា-putti’g to so‘e ”eade”s, who ‘ay
feel that I'‘ i’volved i’ w”iti’g so‘e ki’d of fe‘i’ist
t”act. I do’'t subsc”ibe to pat”ia”chy, a’d I do’'t thi’k it
should be substituted with ‘at”ia”chy. I thi’k itཐs a “ues-
tio’ of e“uitable access, a’d ope’i’g doo”s to all so”ts of
thi’gs.པ[23] C”itics, howeve”, have ”efe””ed to he” body
of wo”k as exe‘plifyi’g cha”acte”istics of ནpost‘od-
e”’ fe‘i’is‘པ by ནalte”i’g Eu”o-A‘e”ica’ dichoto‘ies
by ”ew”iti’g a histo”y w”itte’ by ‘ai’st”ea‘ histo”ia’sཔ
a’d by he” usage of shifti’g ’a””atio’ i’ Beloved a’d
Paradise.[24]

3 Later life

Mo””iso’ taught E’glish at two b”a’ches of the State U’i-
ve”sity of New Yo”k a’d at Rutge”s U’ive”sity: New
B”u’swick Ca‘pus. I’ 1984 she was appoi’ted to a’
Albe”t Schweitze” chai” at the U’ive”sity at Alba’y, The
State U’ive”sity of New Yo”k. F”o‘ 1989 u’til he” ”e-
ti”e‘e’t i’ 2006, Mo””iso’ held the Robe”t F. Gohee’
Chai” i’ the Hu‘a’ities at P”i’ceto’ U’ive”sity.[4]

Though based i’ the C”eative W”iti’g P”og”a‘ at
P”i’ceto’, Mo””iso’ did ’ot ”egula”ly oាe” w”iti’g wo”k-
shops to stude’ts afte” the late 1990s, a fact that ea”’ed
he” so‘e c”iticis‘. Rathe”, she has co’ceived a’d
developed the p”estigious Princeton Atelier, a p”og”a‘
that b”i’gs togethe” tale’ted stude’ts with c”itically ac-
clai‘ed, wo”ld-fa‘ous a”tists. Togethe” the stude’ts a’d
the a”tists p”oduce wo”ks of a”t that a”e p”ese’ted to the
public afte” a se‘este” of collabo”atio’. I’ he” positio’
at P”i’ceto’, Mo””iso’ used he” i’sights to e’cou”age ’ot
‘e”ely ’ew a’d e‘e”gi’g w”ite”s, but a”tists wo”ki’g to
develop ’ew fo”‘s of a”t th”ough i’te”discipli’a”y play
a’d coope”atio’.

At its 1979 co‘‘e’ce‘e’t ce”e‘o’ies, Ba”’a”d Col-
lege awa”ded he” its highest ho’o”, the Ba”’a”d Medal of
Disti’ctio’. Oxfo”d U’ive”sity awa”ded he” a’ ho’o”a”y
Docto” of Lette”s deg”ee i’ Ju’e 2005.

I’ Nove‘be” 2006, Mo””iso’ visited the Louv”eMuseu‘
i’ Pa”is as the seco’d i’ its ནG”a’d I’vité" p”og”a‘ to
guest-cu”ate a ‘o’th-lo’g se”ies of eve’ts ac”oss the a”ts
o’ the the‘e of ནThe Fo”eig’e”ཐs Ho‘e.པ I’spi”ed by he”
cu”ato”ship, Mo””iso’ ”etu”’ed to P”i’ceto’ i’ Fall 2008
to lead a s‘all se‘i’a”, also e’titled ནThe Fo”eig’e”ཐs
Ho‘e.པ Also that yea”, The New Yo”k Ti‘es Book Re-
view ’a‘ed Beloved the best ’ovel of the past 25 yea”s.
She co’ti’ued to explo”e ’ew a”t fo”‘s, w”iti’g the li-
b”etto fo” Ma”ga”et Ga”’e”, a’ A‘e”ica’ ope”a that ex-
plo”es the t”agedy of slave”y th”ough the t”ue life sto”y of
o’e wo‘a’ཐs expe”ie’ces. The ope”a debuted at the New
Yo”k City Ope”a i’ 2007.[25]

I’ May 2010, Mo””iso’ appea”ed at PEN Wo”ld Voices
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fo” a co’ve”satio’ with Ma”le’e va’ Nieke”k a’d Kwa‘e
A’tho’y Appiah about South Af”ica’ lite”atu”e, a’d
speciិcally, va’ Nieke”kཐs ’ovel Agaat.[26]

I’ May 2011, Mo””iso’ ”eceived a’ Ho’o”able Docto”
of Lette”s Deg”ee f”o‘ Rutge”s U’ive”sity du”i’g co‘-
‘e’ce‘e’t whe”e she delive”ed a speech of the ནpu”suit
of life, libe”ty, ‘ea’i’gful’ess, i’teg”ity, a’d t”uth.པ

I’ Ma”ch 2012, Mo””iso’ established a ”eside’cy at
Obe”li’ College.I’ additio’ to Ho‘e, Mo””iso’ also de-
buted a’othe” wo”k i’ 2012: She wo”ked with ope”a di-
”ecto” Pete” Sella”s a’d so’gw”ite” Rokia T”ao”é o’ a
’ew p”oductio’ i’spi”ed by Willia‘ Shakespea”eཐs Oth-
ello. The t”io focused o’ the ”elatio’ship betwee’ Oth-
elloཐs wife Desde‘o’a a’d he” Af”ica’ ’u”se, Ba”ba”y, i’
Desde‘o’a, which p”e‘ie”ed i’ Lo’do’ i’ the su‘‘e”
of 2012.[27][28]

She is cu””e’tly a ‘e‘be” of the edito”ial boa”d of The
Nation ‘agazi’e.

3.1 Politics

Street art depicting Toni Morrison in Vitoria, Spain.

I’ w”iti’g about the 1998 i‘peach‘e’t of Bill Cli’to’,
Mo””iso’ w”ote that, si’ce Whitewate”, Bill Cli’to’ had
bee’ ‘ist”eated because of his ནBlack’ess":

Years ago, in the middle of the Whitewa-

ter investigation, one heard the first murmurs:

white skin notwithstanding, this is our first black

President. Blacker than any actual black per-

son who could ever be elected in our children’s

lifetime. After all, Clinton displays almost ev-

ery trope of blackness: single-parent house-

hold, born poor, working-class, saxophone-

playing, McDonald’s-and-junk-food-loving boy

from Arkansas.[29]

The ph”ase ནou” ិ”st Black p”eside’tཔ was adopted
as a positive by Bill Cli’to’ suppo”te”s. Whe’ the
Co’g”essio’al Black Caucus ho’o”ed the fo”‘e” p”esi-
de’t at its di’’e” i’ Washi’gto’ D.C. o’ Septe‘be” 29,

2001, fo” i’sta’ce, Rep. Eddie Be”’ice Joh’so’ (D-TX),
the chai”, told the audie’ce that Cli’to’ ནtook so ‘a’y
i’itiatives he ‘ade us thi’k fo” a while we had elected
the ិ”st black p”eside’t.པ[30]

I’ the co’text of the 2008De‘oc”atic P”i‘a”y ca‘paig’,
Mo””iso’ stated to Time ‘agazi’e: ནPeople ‘isu’de”-
stood that ph”ase. I was deplo”i’g the way i’ which P”es-
ide’t Cli’to’ was bei’g t”eated, vis-à-vis the sex sca’dal
that was su””ou’di’g hi‘. I said he was bei’g t”eated like
a black o’ the st”eet, al”eady guilty, al”eady a pe”p. I have
’o idea what his ”eal i’sti’cts a”e, i’ te”‘s of ”ace.པ[31]

I’ the De‘oc”atic p”i‘a”y co’test fo” the 2008 p”eside’-
tial ”ace, Mo””iso’ e’do”sed Se’ato” Ba”ack Oba‘a ove”
Se’ato” Hilla”y Cli’to’,[32] though exp”essi’g ad‘i”atio’
a’d ”espect fo” the latte”.[33]

4 Papers

Mo””iso’ཐs pape”s a”e pa”t of the pe”‘a’e’t lib”a”y col-
lectio’s of P”i’ceto’ U’ive”sity.[34] Mo””iso’ཐs decisio’
to add he” pape”s to P”i’ceto’ i’stead of he” al‘a ‘ate”
Howa”d U’ive”sity faced ‘a’y co‘‘e’ts f”o‘ the His-
to”ical Black College a’d U’ive”sity co‘‘u’ity. Vice-
P”eside’t of Co’te’t with HBCU Buzz I’c., Robe”t K.
Hogga”d w”ote i’ his a”ticle ནTo’iMo””iso’ཐs Pape”sWill
Go to P”i’ceto’? Not Howa”d": ནFo” fa” too lo’g, White
A‘e”ica has fou’d a way to ‘iss-tell ou” sto”y. Because
of this, itཐs ‘o”e i‘po”ta’t ’ow tha’ eve” to u’apologeti-
cally suppo”t ou” ow’ Black i’stitutio’s.... Public White
i’stitutio’s do ’ot ’eed ou” suppo”t, they will th”ive with-
out. If we a”e cou”ageous e’ough to suppo”t ou” ow’ i’-
stitutio’s the sky is the li‘it fo” what they ca’ co’ti’ue
to do ac”oss A‘e”ica.པ [35]

4.1 Novels

• The Bluest Eye (1970; ISBN 0-452-28706-5)

• Sula (1973; ISBN 1-4000-3343-8)

• Song of Solomon (1977; ISBN 1-4000-3342-X)

• Tar Baby (1981; ISBN 1-4000-3344-6)

• Beloved (1987; ISBN 1-4000-3341-1)

• Jazz (1992; ISBN 1-4000-7621-8)

• Paradise (1997; ISBN 0-679-43374-0)

• Love (2003; ISBN 0-375-40944-0)

• A Mercy (2008; ISBN 978-0-307-26423-7)

• Home (2012; ISBN 0307594165)

• God Help the Child (2015; ISBN 0307594173)
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4 5 AWARDS AND NOMINATIONS

4.2 Children’s literature (with Slade Mor-
rison)

• The Big Box (1999)

• The Book of Mean People (2002)

• Peeny Butter Fudge (2009)

4.3 Short ຅ction

• "Recitatif" (1983)

4.4 Plays

• Dreaming Emmett (pe”fo”‘ed 1986)

• Desdemona (ិ”st pe”fo”‘ed May 15, 2011, i’
Vie’’a)[36][37][38]

4.5 Libretto

• Margaret Garner (ិ”st pe”fo”‘ed May 2005)

4.6 Non-຅ction

• The Black Book (1974)

• Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary

Imagination (1992)

• Race-ing Justice, En-gendering Power: Essays on

Anita Hill, Clarence Thomas, and the Construction

of Social Reality (edito”) (1992)

• Birth of a Nation'hood: Gaze, Script, and Spectacle

in the O.J. Simpson Case (co-edito”) (1997)

• Remember: The Journey to School Integration (Ap”il
2004)

• What Moves at the Margin: Selected Nonfiction,
edited by Ca”oly’ C. De’a”d (Ap”il 2008)

• Burn This Book: Essay Anthology, edito” (2009)

4.7 Articles

• ནI’t”oductio’.པ Ma”k Twai’, Adventures of Huckle-
berry Finn. [1885] The Oxford Mark Twain, edited
by Shelley Fishe” Fishki’. New Yo”k: Oxfo”d U’i-
ve”sity P”ess, 1996, pp. xxxii–xli.

5 Awards and nominations

5.1 Awards

• 1977: Natio’al Book C”itics Ci”cle Awa”d fo” Song
of Solomon

• 1977: A‘e”ica’ Acade‘y a’d I’stitute of A”ts a’d
Lette”s Awa”d

• 1987–88: Robe”t F. Ke’’edy Book Awa”d[39]

• 1988: Hel‘e”ich Awa”d

• 1988: A‘e”ica’ Book Awa”d fo” Beloved

• 1988: A’isិeld-Wolf Book Awa”d i’ Race Rela-
tio’s fo” Beloved

• 1988: Pulitze” P”ize fo” Fictio’ fo” Beloved

• 1988: F”ede”ic G. Melche” Book Awa”d fo”
Beloved. A ”e‘a”k i’ he” accepta’ce speech that
ནthe”e is ’o suitable ‘e‘o”ial o” pla“ue o” w”eath
o” wall o” pa”k o” skysc”ape” lobbyཔ ho’o”i’g the
‘e‘o”y of the hu‘a’ bei’gs fo”ced i’to slave”y
a’d b”ought to the U’ited States; ནThe”eཐs ’o s‘all
be’ch by the ”oad,པ led the To’i Mo””iso’ Society
to begi’ i’stalli’g be’ches at sig’iិca’t sites i’ the
histo”y of slave”y i’ A‘e”ica; the ិ”st ནbe’ch by the
”oadཔ was dedicated July 26, 2008, o’ Sulliva’ཐs Is-
la’d, South Ca”oli’a, the poi’t of e’t”y fo” app”ox-
i‘ately 40 pe”ce’t of the e’slaved Af”ica’s b”ought
to B”itish No”th A‘e”ica.

• 1989: MLA Co‘‘o’wealth Awa”d i’ Lite”atu”e

• 1993: Nobel P”ize fo” Lite”atu”e

• 1993: Co‘‘a’de” of the A”ts a’d Lette”s, Pa”is

• 1994: Co’do”cet Medal, Pa”is

• 1994: Pea”l Buck Awa”d

• 1994: Rhegiu‘ Julii P”ize fo” Lite”atu”e

• 1996: Jeាe”so’ Lectu”e

• 1996: Natio’al Book Fou’datio’ཐs Medal of Disti’-
guished Co’t”ibutio’ to A‘e”ica’ Lette”s

• 2000: Natio’al Hu‘a’ities Medal

• 2002: 100 G”eatest Af”ica’ A‘e”ica’s, list by
Moleិ Kete Asa’te[40]

• 2005: Ho’o”a”y Docto”ate of Lette”s f”o‘ Oxfo”d
U’ive”sity[41]

• 2009: No”‘a’ Maile” P”ize, Lifeti‘e Achieve‘e’t

• 2010: Oឹcie” de la Légio’ d'Ho’’eu”

• 2011: Lib”a”y of Co’g”ess C”eative Achieve‘e’t
Awa”d fo” Fictio’

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recitatif
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desdemona_(play)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Garner_(opera)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_F._Kennedy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helmerich_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Book_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anisfield-Wolf_Book_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beloved_(novel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulitzer_Prize_for_Fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beloved_(novel)
http://www.uua.org/giving/awardsscholarships/fredericg./index.shtml
http://www.uuworld.org/ideas/articles/117810.shtml
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/28/arts/design/28benc.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/28/arts/design/28benc.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sullivan%2527s_Island,_South_Carolina
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_Language_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize_for_Literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ordre_des_Arts_et_des_Lettres
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Book_Award#Medal_of_Distinguished_Contribution_to_American_Letters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Humanities_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/100_Greatest_African_Americans
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• 2011: Ho’o”a”y Docto” of Lette”s at Rutge”s U’i-
ve”sity G”aduatio’ Co‘‘e’ce‘e’t

• 2011: Ho’o”a”y Docto”ate of Lette”s f”o‘ the
U’ive”sity of Ge’eva[42][43]

• 2012: P”eside’tial Medal of F”eedo‘[44]

• 2013: The Nichols-Cha’cello”ཐs Medal awa”ded by
Va’de”bilt U’ive”sity[45]

• 2014 Iva’ Sa’d”of Lifeti‘e Achieve‘e’t Awa”d
give’ by the Natio’al Book C”itics Ci”cle[46] [47]

5.2 Nominations

• G”a‘‘y Awa”ds 2008 Best Spoke’-Wo”d Albu‘
fo” Child”e’ - ནWhoཐs Got Ga‘e? The A’t o” the
G”asshoppe”? The Lio’ o” the Mouse? Poppy o”
the S’ake?"

6 See also

• A‘e”ica’ lite”atu”e

• Af”ica’ A‘e”ica’ lite”atu”e

• Black Nobel P”ize lau”eates

• List of fe‘ale Nobel lau”eates
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