


M—c–elle Obama

Michelle LaVaughn Robinson Obama (bo”n Janua”y
17, 1964) —s an Ame”—can lawye” and w”—te”. S–e —s
t–e w—fe of t–e 44t– and cu””ent P”es—dent of t–e Un—ted
States, Ba”ack Obama, and t–e ិ”st Af”—can-Ame”—can
F—”st Lady of t–e Un—ted States. Ra—sed on t–e Sout– S—de
of C–—cago, s–e —s a g”aduate of P”—nceton Un—ve”s—ty and
Ha”va”d Law Sc–ool, and spent t–e ea”ly pa”t of –e” le-
gal ca”ee” wo”k—ng at t–e law ិ”m S—dley Aust—n, w–e”e
s–e met Obama. Subse“uently, s–e wo”ked as pa”t of t–e
staា of C–—cago mayo” R—c–a”d M. Daley, and fo” t–e
Un—ve”s—ty of C–—cago Med—cal Cente”.

T–”oug–out 2007 and 2008, s–e –elped campa—gn fo” –e”
–usband’s p”es—dent—al b—d. S–e del—ve”ed a keynote ad-
d”ess at t–e 2008 Democ”at—c Nat—onal Convent—on and
also spoke at t–e 2012 Democ”at—c Nat—onal Convent—on.
S–e and –e” –usband –ave two daug–te”s toget–e”. As t–e
w—fe of a senato”, and late” t–e ិ”st lady, s–e –as become
a fas–—on —con and ”ole model fo” women, and an advocate
fo” pove”ty awa”eness, nut”—t—on, and –ealt–y eat—ng.[1][2]

1 Family and education

See also: M—c–elle Rob—nson Obama’s extended fam—ly

1.1 Early life and ancestry

M—c–elle LaVaug–n Rob—nson was bo”n on Janua”y 17,
1964, —n C–—cago, Ill—no—s, to F”ase” Rob—nson III,[3] a
c—ty wate” plant employee and Democ”at—c p”ec—nct cap-
ta—n, and Ma”—an (née S–—elds), a sec”eta”y at Sp—egel’s
catalog sto”e.[4] He” mot–e” was a full-t—me –omemake”
unt—l M—c–elle ente”ed –—g– sc–ool.[5] T–e Rob—nson and
S–—elds fam—l—es can t”ace t–e—” ”oots to p”e-C—v—l Wa”
Af”—can Ame”—cans —n t–e Ame”—can Sout–.[3] On –e”
fat–e”’s s—de s–e —s descended f”om t–e Gulla– people
of Sout– Ca”ol—na’s Low Count”y ”eg—on.[6] He” pate”-
nal g”eat-g”eat g”andfat–e”, J—m Rob—nson, was a slave
on F”—endិeld Plantat—on —n t–e state of Sout– Ca”-
ol—na,[7][8] t–e state w–e”e some of –e” pate”nal fam—ly st—ll
”es—de.[9][10] He” g”andfat–e” F”ase” Rob—nson, J”. –ad
bu—lt –—s own –ouse —n Sout– Ca”ol—na, and –e and –—s w—fe
LaVaug–n (née Jo–nson) ”etu”ned to t–e LowCount”y af-
te” ”et—”ement.[7]

Among –e” mate”nal ancesto”s was –e” g”eat-g”eat-g”eat-
g”andmot–e”, Melv—n—a S–—elds, a slave on Hen”y Walls
S–—elds’ 200-ac”e fa”m —n Clayton County, Geo”g—a; –e

and –—s c–—ld”en would –ave wo”ked along w—t– t–e slaves.
He” ិ”st son, Dolp–us T. S–—elds, was b—”ac—al and bo”n
—nto slave”y about 1860. Based on DNA and ot–e” ev-
—dence, —n 2012 ”esea”c–e”s sa—d –—s fat–e” was l—kely
20-yea”-old C–a”les Ma”—on S–—elds, son of –e” maste”.
(C–a”les late” ma””—ed a w–—te woman and –ad w–—te
c–—ld”en).[11] Melv—n—a d—d not talk to ”elat—ves about Dol-
p–us’ fat–e”.[12] Dolp–us S–—elds moved to B—”m—ng–am,
Alabama afte” t–e C—v—l Wa”, and some of –—s c–—ld”en
m—g”ated to Cleveland, O–—o and C–—cago.[11]

All fou” of M—c–elle’s g”andpa”ents we”e mult—”ac—al, ”e-
ីect—ng t–e complex –—sto”y of t–e U.S., but –e” extended
fam—ly sa—d t–at people d—dn't talk about t–e e”a of slave”y
w–en t–ey we”e g”ow—ng up.[11] M—c–elle Obama’s d—stant
ancest”y also —ncludes I”—s– and ot–e” Eu”opean ”oots.[13]

In add—t—on, a pate”nal ិ”st cous—n once-”emoved —s t–e
Af”—can-Ame”—can Jew—s– Rabb— Cape”s Funnye, son of
–e” g”andfat–e”’s s—ste”.[14][15]

M—c–elle g”ew up —n a two-sto”y –ouse on Eucl—d St”eet
—n C–—cago’s Sout– S–o”e commun—ty a”ea. He” pa”-
ents ”ented a small apa”tment on t–e –ouse’s second ីoo”
f”om –e” g”eat-aunt, w–o l—ved downsta—”s.[4][16][17][18]

S–e was ”a—sed —n w–at s–e desc”—bes as a ནconvent—onalཔ
–ome, w—t– ནt–e mot–e” at –ome, t–e fat–e” wo”ks, you
–ave d—nne” a”ound t–e table.པ[19] He” elementa”y sc–ool
was down t–e st”eet. T–e fam—ly enjoyed play—ng games
suc– as Monopoly and ”ead—ng, and f”e“uently saw ex-
tended fam—ly on bot– s—des.[20] T–ey attended se”v—ces
at nea”by Sout– S–o”e Met–od—st C–u”c–.[16] T–e Rob—n-
sons used to vacat—on —n a ”ust—c cab—n —n W–—te Cloud,
M—c–—gan.[16] S–e and –e” 21-mont– olde” b”ot–e”, C”a—g,
sk—pped t–e second g”ade. He” b”ot–e” —s a fo”me” basket-
ball coac– at O”egon State Un—ve”s—ty and B”own Un—ve”-
s—ty.[21] By s—xt– g”ade, M—c–elle jo—ned a g—fted class at
B”yn Maw” Elementa”y Sc–ool (late” ”enamed Bouc–et
Academy).[22]

1.2 Education and early career

S–e attended W–—tney Young H—g– Sc–ool,[23] C–—cago’s
ិ”st magnet –—g– sc–ool, w–e”e s–e was a classmate
of Jesse Jackson's daug–te” Sant—ta.[20] T–e ”ound-t”—p
commute f”om t–e Rob—nsons’ Sout– S—de –ome to t–e
Nea” West S—de, w–e”e t–e sc–ool was located, took
t–”ee –ou”s.[24] M—c–elle Rob—nson was on t–e –ono” ”oll
fo” fou” yea”s, took advanced placement classes, was a
membe” of t–e Nat—onal Hono” Soc—ety, and se”ved as
student counc—l t”easu”e”.[4] S–e g”aduated —n 1981 as t–e
salutato”—an of –e” class.[24]
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2 1 FAMILY AND EDUCATION

M—c–elle was —nsp—”ed to follow –e” b”ot–e” to P”—nceton
Un—ve”s—ty,[5] w–e”e C”a—g g”aduated —n 1983. At P”—nce-
ton, s–e c–allenged t–e teac–—ng met–odology fo” F”enc–
because s–e felt t–at —t s–ould be mo”e conve”sat—onal.[25]

As pa”t of –e” ”e“u—”ements fo” g”aduat—on, s–e w”ote a
t–es—s ent—tled Princeton-Educated Blacks and the Black
Community.[26][27] ནI ”emembe” be—ng s–ocked,པ s–e says,
ནby college students w–o d”ove BMWs. I d—dn't even
know pa”ents w–o d”ove BMWs.པ[24] W–—le at P”—nce-
ton, s–e got —nvolved w—t– t–e T–—”d Wo”ld Cente” (now
known as t–e Ca”l A. F—elds Cente”), an academ—c and
cultu”al g”oup t–at suppo”ted m—no”—ty students, ”unn—ng
t–e—” day ca”e cente”, w–—c– also —ncluded afte” sc–ool
tuto”—ng.[28] Obama (t–en known as Rob—nson) majo”ed
—n soc—ology and m—no”ed —n Af”—can Ame”—can stud-
—es; s–e g”aduated cum laude w—t– a Bac–elo” of A”ts
—n 1985.[4][29] S–e ea”ned –e” Ju”—s Docto” (J.D.) de-
g”ee f”om Ha”va”d Law Sc–ool —n 1988.[30] At Ha”va”d
s–e pa”t—c—pated —n demonst”at—ons advocat—ng t–e –—”-
—ng of p”ofesso”s w–o we”e membe”s of m—no”—t—es[31]

and wo”ked fo” t–e Ha”va”d Legal A—d Bu”eau, ass—st-
—ng low-—ncome tenants w—t– –ous—ng cases.[32] S–e —s t–e
t–—”d F—”st Lady w—t– a postg”aduate deg”ee, afte” –e”
two —mmed—ate p”edecesso”s, H—lla”y Rod–am Cl—nton
and Lau”a Bus–.[33] In July 2008, Obama accepted t–e
—nv—tat—on to become an –ono”a”y membe” of t–e 100-
yea”-old black so”o”—ty Alp–a Kappa Alp–a, w–—c– –ad
no act—ve unde”g”aduate c–apte” at P”—nceton w–en s–e
attended.[34]

1.3 Family life

Barack and Michelle Obama, 2008

S–e met Ba”ack Obama w–en t–ey we”e among t–e
few Af”—can Ame”—cans at t–e—” law ិ”m, S—dley Aust—n
(s–e –as somet—mes sa—d only two, alt–oug– ot–-
e”s –ave po—nted out t–e”e we”e ot–e”s —n d—ាe”ent
depa”tments),[35] and s–e was ass—gned to mento” –—m as
a summe” assoc—ate.[36] T–e—” ”elat—ons–—p sta”ted w—t– a
bus—ness lunc– and t–en a commun—ty o”gan—zat—on meet-
—ng w–e”e –e ិ”st —mp”essed –e”.[37] T–e couple’s ិ”st date
was to t–e Sp—ke Lee mov—e Do the Right Thing.[38] T–ey
ma””—ed —n Octobe” 1992,[37] and –ave two daug–te”s,

Mal—a Ann (bo”n 1998) and Natas–a (known as Sas–a,
bo”n 2001).[39] Afte” –—s elect—on to t–e U.S. Senate, t–e
Obama fam—ly cont—nued to l—ve on C–—cago’s Sout– S—de,
c–oos—ng to ”ema—n t–e”e ”at–e” t–an mov—ng to Was–-
—ngton, D.C. T–”oug–out –e” –usband’s 2008 campa—gn
fo” US P”es—dent, s–e made a ནcomm—tment to be away
ove”n—g–t only once a week ཊ to campa—gn only two days
a week and be –ome by t–e end of t–e second dayཔ fo”
t–e—” two daug–te”s.[40]

S–e once ”e“uested t–at –e” t–en-ិancémeet –e” p”ospec-
t—ve boss, Vale”—e Ja””ett, w–en cons—de”—ng –e” ិ”st ca-
”ee” move.[19] Ja””ett —s now one of –e” –usband’s clos-
est adv—so”s.[41][42] T–e ma”—tal ”elat—ons–—p –as –ad —ts
ebbs and ីows; t–e comb—nat—on of an evolv—ng fam—ly
l—fe and beg—nn—ng pol—t—cal ca”ee” led to many a”guments
about balanc—ng wo”k and fam—ly. Ba”ack Obama w”ote
—n –—s second book, The Audacity of Hope: Thoughts

on Reclaiming the American Dream, t–at ནT—”ed and
st”essed, we –ad l—ttle t—me fo” conve”sat—on, muc– less
”omance.པ[43] Howeve”, desp—te t–e—” fam—ly obl—gat—ons
and ca”ee”s, t–ey cont—nue to attempt to sc–edule date
n—g–ts w–—le t–ey l—ved —n C–—cago.[44]

T–e Obamas’ daug–te”s attended t–e Un—ve”s—ty of
C–—cago Labo”ato”y Sc–ools, a p”—vate sc–ool.[45] As a
membe” of t–e sc–ool’s boa”d, M—c–elle foug–t to ma—n-
ta—n d—ve”s—ty —n t–e sc–ool w–en ot–e” boa”d membe”s
connected w—t– t–e Un—ve”s—ty of C–—cago t”—ed to ”ese”ve
mo”e slots fo” c–—ld”en of t–e un—ve”s—ty faculty. T–—s ”e-
sulted —n a plan to expand t–e sc–ool.[5] Mal—a and Sas–a
now attend S—dwell F”—ends Sc–ool —n Was–—ngton, afte”
also cons—de”—ng Geo”getown Day Sc–ool.[46][47] M—c–elle
stated —n an —nte”v—ew on The Ellen DeGeneres Show

t–at t–ey do not —ntend to –ave any mo”e c–—ld”en.[48]

T–e Obamas –ave ”ece—ved adv—ce f”om past ិ”st lad—es
Lau”a Bus–, Rosalynn Ca”te” and H—lla”y Rod–am Cl—n-
ton about ”a—s—ng c–—ld”en —n t–e W–—te House.[47] Ma”—an
Rob—nson, M—c–elle’s mot–e”, –as moved —nto t–e W–—te
House to ass—st w—t– c–—ld ca”e.[49]

1.4 Religion

The Obamas attend a church service in Washington, D.C., Jan-

uary 2013
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M—c–elle Obama —s a P”otestant C–”—st—an. S–e was
”a—sed Met–od—st and jo—ned t–e T”—n—ty Un—ted C–u”c–
of C–”—st, w–e”e s–e and Ba”ack Obama ma””—ed, pe”-
fo”med by Rev. Je”em—a– W”—g–t. On May 31, 2008,
Ba”ack and M—c–elle Obama announced t–at t–ey –ad
w—t–d”awn t–e—” membe”s–—p —n T”—n—ty Un—ted C–u”c– of
C–”—st stat—ng t–at ནOu” ”elat—ons w—t– T”—n—ty –ave been
st”a—ned by t–e d—v—s—ve statements of Reve”end W”—g–t,
w–—c– s–a”ply conី—ct w—t– ou” own v—ews.པ[50]

T–e Obama fam—ly –as attended seve”al d—ាe”ent
c–u”c–es s—nce mov—ng to Was–—ngton D.C. —n 2009, —n-
clud—ng S–—lo– Bapt—st C–u”c– and St. Jo–n’s Ep—sco-
pal C–u”c–. At t–e 49t– Af”—can Met–od—st Ep—scopal
C–u”c–'s gene”al confe”ence, M—c–elle Obama encou”-
aged t–e attendees to advocate fo” pol—t—cal awa”eness,
say—ng ནTo anyone w–o says t–at c–u”c– —s no place to talk
about t–ese —ssues, you tell t–em t–e”e —s no place bette”
ཊ no place bette”, because ult—mately, t–ese a”e not just
pol—t—cal —ssues ཊ t–ey a”e mo”al —ssues, t–ey'”e —ssues t–at
–ave to do w—t– –uman d—gn—ty and –uman potent—al, and
t–e futu”e we want fo” ou” k—ds and ou” g”andk—ds.པ[51]

2 Career

Follow—ng law sc–ool, s–e was an assoc—ate at t–e C–—cago
oឹce of t–e law ិ”m S—dley Aust—n, w–e”e s–e ិ”st met
–e” futu”e –usband. At t–e ិ”m, s–e wo”ked on ma”ket—ng
and —ntellectual p”ope”ty.[4] S–e cont—nues to –old –e” law
l—cense, but as s–e no longe” needs —t fo” –e” wo”k, —t –as
been on a volunta”y —nact—ve status s—nce 1993.[52][53]

In 1991, s–e –eld publ—c secto” pos—t—ons —n t–e C–—cago
c—ty gove”nment as an Ass—stant to t–e Mayo”, and as As-
s—stant Comm—ss—one” of Plann—ng and Development. In
1993, s–e became Execut—ve D—”ecto” fo” t–e C–—cagoOf-
ិce of Publ—c All—es, a non-p”oិt o”gan—zat—on encou”ag-
—ng young people to wo”k on soc—al —ssues —n nonp”oិt
g”oups and gove”nment agenc—es.[23] S–e wo”ked t–e”e
nea”ly fou” yea”s and set fund”a—s—ng ”eco”ds fo” t–e o”ga-
n—zat—on t–at st—ll stood 12 yea”s afte” s–e left.[20]

In 1996, s–e se”ved as t–e Assoc—ate Dean of Student Se”-
v—ces at t–e Un—ve”s—ty of C–—cago, w–e”e s–e developed
t–e Un—ve”s—ty’s Commun—ty Se”v—ce Cente”.[54] In 2002,
s–e began wo”k—ng fo” t–e Un—ve”s—ty of C–—cago Hos-
p—tals, ិ”st as execut—ve d—”ecto” fo” commun—ty aាa—”s
and, beg—nn—ng May 2005, as V—ce P”es—dent fo” Com-
mun—ty and Exte”nal Aាa—”s.[55] S–e cont—nued to –old
t–e Un—ve”s—ty of C–—cago Hosp—tals pos—t—on du”—ng t–e
p”—ma”y campa—gn, but cut back to pa”t-t—me —n o”de” to
spend t—me w—t– –e” daug–te”s as well as wo”k fo” –e”
–usband’s elect—on;[56] s–e subse“uently took a leave of
absence f”om –e” job.[57] Acco”d—ng to t–e couple’s 2006
—ncome tax ”etu”n, –e” sala”y was $273,618 f”om t–e Un—-
ve”s—ty of C–—cago Hosp—tals, w–—le –e” –usband –ad a
sala”y of $157,082 f”om t–e Un—ted States Senate. T–e
Obamas’ total —ncome, –oweve”, was $991,296, w–—c– —n-

cluded $51,200 s–e ea”ned as a membe” of t–e boa”d of
d—”ecto”s of T”eeHouse Foods, and —nvestments and ”oy-
alt—es f”om –—s books.[58]

S–e se”ved as a sala”—ed boa”d membe” of T”eeHouse
Foods, Inc. (NYSE: THS),[59] a majo” Wal-Ma”t sup-
pl—e” w—t– w–om s–e cut t—es —mmed—ately afte” –e” –us-
band made comments c”—t—cal of Wal-Ma”t at an AFL-
CIO fo”um —n T”enton, New Je”sey, on May 14, 2007.[60]

S–e also se”ved on t–e boa”d of d—”ecto”s of t–e C–—cago
Counc—l on Global Aាa—”s.[61]

3 Early campaigns

Alt–oug– Obama –as campa—gned on –e” –usband’s be-
–alf s—nce ea”ly —n –—s pol—t—cal ca”ee” by –ands–ak—ng and
fund-”a—s—ng, s–e d—d not ”el—s– t–e act—v—ty at ិ”st. W–en
s–e campa—gned du”—ng –e” –usband’s 2000 ”un fo” Un—ted
States House of Rep”esentat—ves, –e” boss at t–e Un—ve”-
s—ty of C–—cago asked —f t–e”e was any s—ngle t–—ng about
campa—gn—ng t–at s–e enjoyed; afte” some t–oug–t, s–e
”epl—ed t–at v—s—t—ng so many l—v—ng ”ooms –ad g—ven –e”
some new deco”at—ng —deas.[62]

T–e Obamas ិst bump upon –—s w—nn—ng t–e Democ”at—c
nom—nat—on.

T–e Obamas, w—t– Joe and D”. J—ll B—den at t–e August
23, 2008 V—ce P”es—dent—al announcement —n Sp”—ngិeld,
Ill—no—s

At ិ”st, Obama –ad ”ese”vat—ons about –e” –usband’s
p”es—dent—al campa—gn, due to fea”s about a poss—ble neg-
at—ve eាect on t–e—” daug–te”s.[63] S–e says t–at s–e ne-
got—ated an ag”eement —n w–—c– –e” –usband was to g—ve
up smok—ng —n exc–ange fo” –e” suppo”t of –—s dec—-
s—on to ”un.[64] About –e” ”ole —n –e” –usband’s p”es-
—dent—al campa—gn s–e –as sa—d: ནMy job —s not a se-
n—o” adv—se”.པ[41][65][66] Du”—ng t–e campa—gn, s–e –as d—s-
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cussed ”ace and educat—on by us—ng mot–e”–ood as a
f”amewo”k.[25]

In May 2007, t–”ee mont–s afte” –e” –usband decla”ed
–—s p”es—dent—al cand—dacy, s–e ”educed –e” p”ofess—onal
”espons—b—l—t—es by 80 pe”cent to suppo”t –—s p”es—den-
t—al campa—gn.[19] Ea”ly —n t–e campa—gn, s–e –ad l—m-
—ted —nvolvement —n w–—c– s–e t”aveled to pol—t—cal events
only two days a week and ”a”ely t”aveled ove”n—g–t;[67] by
ea”ly Feb”ua”y 2008 –e” pa”t—c—pat—on –ad —nc”eased s—g-
n—ិcantly, attend—ng t–—”ty-t–”ee events —n e—g–t days.[42]

S–e made seve”al campa—gn appea”ances w—t– Op”a–
W—nf”ey.[68][69] S–e w”ote –e” own stump speec–es fo”
–e” –usband’s p”es—dent—al campa—gn and gene”ally spoke
w—t–out notes.[24]

T–”oug–out t–e campa—gn, some med—a often labeled –e”
as an ནang”y black woman,པ[70][71][72] and some web s—tes
attempted to p”opagate t–—s —mage,[73] p”ompt—ng –e” to
”espond: ནBa”ack and I –ave been —n t–e publ—c eye fo”
many yea”s now, and we've developed a t–—ck sk—n along
t–e way. W–en you'”e out campa—gn—ng, t–e”e w—ll al-
ways be c”—t—c—sm. I just take —t —n st”—de, and at t–e end
of t–e day, I know t–at —t comes w—t– t–e te””—to”y.པ[74]

By t–e t—me of t–e 2008 Democ”at—c Nat—onal Conven-
t—on —n August, med—a outlets obse”ved t–at –e” p”es-
ence on t–e campa—gn t”a—l –ad g”own softe” t–an at t–e
sta”t of t–e ”ace, focus—ng on sol—c—t—ng conce”ns and em-
pat–—z—ng w—t– t–e aud—ence ”at–e” t–an t–”ow—ng down
c–allenges to t–em, and g—v—ng —nte”v—ews to s–ows l—ke
The View and publ—cat—ons l—ke Ladies’ Home Journal
”at–e” t–an appea”—ng on news p”og”ams. T–e c–ange was
even ”eីected —n –e” fas–—on c–o—ces, wea”—ng mo”e —nfo”-
mal clot–es —n place of –e” p”ev—ous des—gne” p—eces.[62]

T–e View appea”ance was pa”tly —ntended to –elp soften
–e” publ—c —mage,[70] and —t was w—dely cove”ed —n t–e
p”ess.[75]

T–e p”es—dent—al campa—gn was –e” ិ”st exposu”e to
t–e nat—onal pol—t—cal scene; even befo”e t–e ិeld of
Democ”at—c cand—dates was na””owed to two, s–e was
cons—de”ed t–e least famous of t–e cand—dates’ spouses.[65]

Ea”ly —n t–e campa—gn, s–e told anecdotes about t–e
Obama fam—ly l—fe; –oweve”, as t–e p”ess began to em-
p–as—ze –e” sa”casm, s–e toned —t down.[58][64] The New
York Times op-ed column—st Mau”een Dowd w”ote:

I w—nce a b—t w–en M—c–elle Obama c–—des
–e” –usband as a me”e mo”tal ཊ a com—c ”ou-
t—ne t–at ”ests on t–e p”esumpt—on t–at we see
–—m as a god ... But —t may not be sma”t pol—-
t—cs to mock –—m —n a way t–at tu”ns –—m f”om
t–e glam JFK —nto t–e mundane Ge”ald Fo”d,
toast—ng –—s own Engl—s– muឹn. If all Senato”
Obama —s peddl—ng —s t–e Camelot myst—“ue,
w–y debunk t–—s myst—“ueश[65][76]

Op”a– W—nf”ey jo—ns t–e Obamas on t–e campa—gn t”a—l,
Decembe” 10, 2007

Obama speaks at t–e 2008 Democ”at—c convent—on

On t–e ិ”st n—g–t of t–e 2008 Democ”at—c Nat—onal Con-
vent—on, C”a—g Rob—nson —nt”oduced –—s younge” s—ste”.[77]

S–e del—ve”ed –e” speec–, du”—ng w–—c– s–e soug–t to po”-
t”ay –e”self and –e” fam—ly as t–e embod—ment of t–e
Ame”—can D”eam.[78] Obama sa—d bot– s–e and –e” –us-
band bel—eved ནt–at you wo”k –a”d fo” w–at you want —n
l—fe, t–at you” wo”d —s you” bond, and you do w–at you
say you'”e go—ng to do, t–at you t”eat people w—t– d—gn—ty
and ”espect, even —f you don't know t–em, and even —f
you don't ag”ee w—t– t–em.པ[79] S–e also emp–as—zed lov-
—ng –e” count”y, —n ”esponse to c”—t—c—sm fo” –e” p”ev—ous
statements about feel—ng p”oud of –e” count”y fo” t–e ិ”st
t—me,[78][80][81] w–e”e t–e o”—g—nal statement was seen as a
gaាe.[82] T–at keynote add”ess was la”gely well ”ece—ved
and d”ew mostly pos—t—ve ”ev—ews.[83] A Rasmussen Re-
po”ts poll found t–at –e” favo”ab—l—ty among Ame”—cans
”eac–ed 55%.[84]

On anOctobe” 6, 2008 b”oadcast, La””y K—ng asked –e” —f
t–e Ame”—can electo”ate was past t–e B”adley eាect. S–e
stated t–at –e” –usband’s ac–—evement of t–e nom—nat—on
was a fa—”ly st”ong —nd—cato” t–at —t was.[85] T–e same n—g–t
s–e also was —nte”v—ewed by Jon Stewa”t on The Daily
Show w–e”e s–e deីected c”—t—c—sm of –e” –usband and
–—s campa—gn.[86] On Fox News’ America’s Pulse, E. D.
H—ll ”efe””ed to t–e ិst bump s–a”ed by t–e Obamas on t–e
n—g–t t–at –e cl—nc–ed t–e Democ”at—c p”es—dent—al nom—-
nat—on as a ནte””o”—st ិst jab"; H—ll was taken oា a—” and
t–e s–ow —tself was cancelled.[87][88][89]
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4 First Lady of the United States

Obama —s g”eeted by Queen El—zabet– II at Buck—ng–am
Palace, Un—ted K—ngdom Ap”—l 1, 2009.

M—c–elle Obama and Ca”la B”un—
Du”—ng –e” ea”ly mont–s as F—”st Lady, s–e v—s-

Michelle Obama with LeBron James and Dwyane Wade in Jan-

uary 2014

—ted –omeless s–elte”s and soup k—tc–ens.[90] S–e also
sent ”ep”esentat—ves to sc–ools and advocated publ—c
se”v—ce.[90][91]

Obama advocated fo” –e” –usband’s pol—cy p”—o”—t—es by
p”omot—ng b—lls t–at suppo”t —t. Obama –osted a W–—te
House ”ecept—on fo” women’s ”—g–ts advocates —n celeb”a-
t—on of t–e enactment of t–e L—lly Ledbette” Fa—” Pay Act
of 2009 Pay e“u—ty law. S–e suppo”ted t–e econom—c
st—mulus b—ll —n v—s—ts to t–e Un—ted States Depa”tment
of Hous—ng and U”ban Development and Un—ted States
Depa”tment of Educat—on. Some obse”ve”s looked fa-
vo”ably upon –e” leg—slat—ve act—v—t—es, w–—le ot–e”s sa—d
t–at s–e s–ould be less —nvolved —n pol—t—cs. Acco”d—ng to
–e” ”ep”esentat—ves, s–e —ntends to v—s—t all Un—ted States
Cab—net-level agenc—es —n o”de” to get ac“ua—nted w—t–
Was–—ngton.[92]

On June 5, 2009, t–e W–—te House announced t–at
M—c–elle Obama was ”eplac—ng –e” cu””ent c–—ef of staា,
Jack—e No””—s, w—t– Susan S–e”, a longt—me f”—end and ad-
v—se”. No””—s became a sen—o” adv—se” to t–e Co”po”at—on
fo” Nat—onal and Commun—ty Se”v—ce.[93]

Ot–e” —n—t—at—ves of F—”st Lady M—c–elle Obama —n-
clude advocat—ng on be–alf of m—l—ta”y fam—l—es, –elp-
—ng wo”k—ng women balance ca”ee” and fam—ly, encou”-
ag—ng nat—onal se”v—ce, and p”omot—ng t–e a”ts and a”ts
educat—on.[94][95] Obama –as made suppo”t—ng m—l—ta”y
fam—l—es and spouses a pe”sonal m—ss—on and –as been
—nc”eas—ngly bond—ng w—t– m—l—ta”y fam—l—es. Acco”d—ng
to –e” a—des, sto”—es of t–e sac”—ិce t–ese fam—l—es make
move –e” to tea”s.[95]

In Novembe” 2013, a Politico a”t—cle by M—c–elle Cot-
tle accus—ng Obama of be—ng a ནfem—n—st n—g–tma”eཔ fo”
not us—ng –e” pos—t—on and educat—on to advocate fo”
women’s —ssues was s–a”ply c”—t—c—zed ac”oss t–e pol—t-
—cal spect”um.[96][97][98] Cottle “uoted L—nda H—”s–man
say—ng of Obama’s t”endy styles, p”omot—on of ga”den—ng
and –ealt–y eat—ng, and suppo”t of m—l—ta”y fam—l—es t–at
ནS–e essent—ally became t–e Engl—s– lady of t–e mano”,
To”y Pa”ty, c—”ca 1830s.པ[96] A p”om—nent c”—t—c of Cottle
was MSNBC –ost Mel—ssa Ha””—s-Pe””y, w–o ”–eto”—cally
asked ནA”e you se”—ousश"[98][97] Suppo”te”s of Obama
note t–at t–e F—”st Lady –as been one of t–e only people —n
t–e adm—n—st”at—on to add”ess obes—ty, t–”oug– p”omot—ng
good eat—ng –ab—ts, w–—c– —s one of t–e lead—ng US publ—c
–ealt– c”—ses.[99]

In Ma”c– 2014, Obama posted on a blog on t–e W–—te
House webs—te t–at s–e and –e” two daug–te”s Mal—a and
Sas–a, and –e” mot–e” Ma”—an Rob—nson, would v—s—t
C–—na late” t–at mont–. S–e met w—t– Peng L—yuan, t–e
w—fe of C–—nese P”es—dent X— J—np—ng and v—s—ted –—sto”—c
and cultu”al s—tes, as well as a un—ve”s—ty and two –—g–
sc–ools.[100]

In May 2014, Obama jo—ned t–e campa—gn to b”—ng back
sc–ool g—”ls w–o –ad been k—dnapped —n N—ge”—a. T–e
F—”st Lady tweeted a p—ctu”e of –e”self –old—ng a poste”
w—t– t–e #b”—ngbackou”g—”ls campa—gn –as–tag.[101]

4.1 Let’s Move!

Ma—n a”t—cle: Let’s Move!
Obama’s p”edecesso”s H—lla”y Cl—nton and Lau”a Bus–
suppo”ted t–e o”gan—c movement by —nst”uct—ng t–eW–—te
House k—tc–ens to buy o”gan—c food, and Obama extended
t–e—” eាo”ts towa”d –ealt–y eat—ng by plant—ng t–e W–—te
House K—tc–en Ga”den, an o”gan—c ga”den, t–e ិ”stW–—te
House vegetable ga”den s—nce Eleano” Roosevelt se”ved
as F—”st Lady, and —nstall—ng bee –—ves, on t–e Sout– Lawn
of t–e W–—te House. T–e ga”den suppl—ed o”gan—c p”o-
duce and –oney to t–e F—”st Fam—ly and fo” state d—nne”s
and ot–e” oឹc—al gat–e”—ngs.[102][103][104][105]

In Janua”y 2010, Obama unde”took –e” ិ”st lead ”ole
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Obama and Ellen DeGeneres dance on the second anniversary

of Let’s Move!.

—n an adm—n—st”at—on-w—de —n—t—at—ve, w–—c– s–e named
"Let’s Move!,པ to make p”og”ess —n ”eve”s—ng t–e 21st cen-
tu”y t”end of c–—ld–ood obes—ty.[104][106] On Feb”ua”y 9,
2010, t–e F—”st Lady announced Let’s Move! and P”es-
—dent Ba”ack Obama c”eated t–e Task Fo”ce on C–—ld-
–ood Obes—ty to ”ev—ew all cu””ent p”og”ams and c”eate a
nat—onal plan towa”ds c–ange.[107] M—c–elle Obama stated
t–at –e” goal was to make t–—s eាo”t –e” legacy: ནI want to
leave somet–—ng be–—nd t–at we can say, 'Because of t–—s
t—me t–at t–—s pe”son spent –e”e, t–—s t–—ng –as c–anged.'
And my –ope —s t–at t–at’s go—ng to be —n t–e a”ea of c–—ld-
–ood obes—ty.པ[104] He” 2012 book American Grown: The
Story of the White House Kitchen Garden and Gardens

Across America —s based on –e” expe”—ences w—t– t–e ga”-
den and p”omotes –ealt–y eat—ng.[108] He” call fo” act—on
on –ealt–y eat—ng –as been ec–oed by t–e Un—ted States
Depa”tment of Defense, w–—c– –as been fac—ng an eve”
expand—ng p”oblem of ”ec”u—t obes—ty.[109]

4.2 LGBT rights

In t–e 2008 US p”es—dent—al elect—on, M—c–elle boasted, to
gay Democ”at g”oups, of –e” –usband’s ”eco”d on LGBT
”—g–ts: –—s suppo”t of t–e Ill—no—s Human R—g–ts Act,
t–e Ill—no—s gende” v—olence act, t–e Employment Non-
D—sc”—m—nat—on Act, ”epeal—ng Don't Ask Don't Tell, and
full ”epeal of t–e Defense of Ma””—age Act, c—v—l un—ons;
along w—t– –ate c”—mes p”otect—on fo” sexual o”—entat—on
and gende” —dent—ty and ”enewed eាo”t to ិg–t HIV and
AIDS. T–ey –ave bot– been opponents of const—tut—onal
amendments bann—ng same-sex ma””—age —n t–e fede”al,
Cal—fo”n—a, and Flo”—da const—tut—ons. S–e sa—d t–at t–e
US Sup”eme Cou”t del—ve”ed just—ce —n t–e Lawrence v.
Texas case and d”ew a connect—on between t–e st”uggles
fo” gay ”—g–ts and c—v—l ”—g–ts by stat—ng ནWe a”e all only
–e”e because of t–ose w–o ma”c–ed and bled and d—ed,
f”om Selma to Stonewall, —n t–e pu”su—t of a mo”e pe”fect
un—on.པ[110][111][112]

Afte” t–e ”epeal of Don't Ask Don't Tell on Septembe”
20, 2011, M—c–elle Obama —ncluded openly gay se”v—ce
membe”s —n –e” nat—onal m—l—ta”y fam—l—es —n—t—at—ve.[113]

Obama’s ણrst term oથcial portrait

On May 9, 2012, Ba”ack and M—c–elle Obama came
out publ—cly —n favo” of same-sex ma””—age. P”—o” to
t–—s, M—c–elle Obama –ad neve” stated –e” pos—t—on on
same-sex ma””—age publ—cly. Sen—o” W–—te House of-
ិc—als cla—m t–at M—c–elle Obama and Sen—o” Adv—se”
Vale”—e Ja””ett –ad been t–e two most cons—stent advo-
cates fo” same-sex ma””—age —n Ba”ack Obama’s l—fe.[114]

M—c–elle went on to say t–at ནT–—s —s an —mpo”tant —ssue
fo” m—ll—ons of Ame”—cans, and fo” Ba”ack and me, —t ”e-
ally comes down to t–e values of fa—”ness and e“ual—ty we
want to pass down to ou” g—”ls. T–ese a”e bas—c values
t–at k—ds lea”n at a ve”y young age and t–at we encou”age
t–em to apply —n all a”eas of t–e—” l—ves. And —n a count”y
w–e”e we teac– ou” c–—ld”en t–at eve”yone —s e“ual un-
de” t–e law, d—sc”—m—nat—ng aga—nst same-sex couples just
—sn't ”—g–t. It’s as s—mple as t–at.པ[115] At t–e 2012 DNC
M—c–elle sa—d ནBa”ack knows t–e Ame”—can D”eam be-
cause –e’s l—ved —t ... and –e wants eve”yone —n t–—s coun-
t”y to –ave t–at same oppo”tun—ty, no matte” w–o we a”e,
o” w–e”e we'”e f”om, o” w–at we look l—ke, o” w–o we
love.པ[116]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ellen_DeGeneres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Let%2527s_Move!
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Let%2527s_Move!
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Childhood_obesity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Task_Force_on_Childhood_Obesity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Task_Force_on_Childhood_Obesity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Grown:_The_Story_of_the_White_House_Kitchen_Garden_and_Gardens_Across_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Grown:_The_Story_of_the_White_House_Kitchen_Garden_and_Gardens_Across_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Grown:_The_Story_of_the_White_House_Kitchen_Garden_and_Gardens_Across_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Defense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Defense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illinois_Human_Rights_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Employment_Non-Discrimination_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Employment_Non-Discrimination_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don%2527t_Ask_Don%2527t_Tell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defense_of_Marriage_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_unions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Marriage_Amendment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proposition_8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Amendment_2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawrence_v._Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawrence_v._Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valerie_Jarrett
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2012_Democratic_National_Convention


4.3 Public image and style 7

4.3 Public image and style

M—c–elle Obama wo”e Isabel Toledo clot–es made of St.
Gallen Emb”o—de”y to t–e 2009 p”es—dent—al —naugu”at—on.

T–e Obamas dance at a p”es—dent—al —naugu”al ball.

W—t– t–e ascent of –e” –usband as a p”om—nent nat—onal
pol—t—c—an, M—c–elle Obama –as become a pa”t of popula”
cultu”e. InMay 2006, Essence l—sted –e” among ན25 of t–e
Wo”ld’s Most Insp—”—ng Women.པ[117][118] In July 2007,
Vanity Fair l—sted –e” among ན10 of t–e Wo”ld’s Best
D”essed People.པ S–e was an –ono”a”y guest at Op”a–
W—nf”ey’s Legends Ball as a ནyoung'unཔ pay—ng t”—bute
to t–e 'Legends,' w–o –elped pave t–e way fo” Af”—can
Ame”—can women. In Septembe” 2007, 02138 magaz—ne
l—sted –e” 58t– of 'T–e Ha”va”d 100'; a l—st of t–e p”—o”
yea”’s most —nីuent—al Ha”va”d alumn—. He” –usband was
”anked fou”t–.[117][119] In July 2008, s–e made a ”epeat
appea”ance on t–e Vanity Fair —nte”nat—onal best d”essed
l—st.[120] S–e also appea”ed on t–e 2008 People l—st of best-
d”essed women and was p”a—sed by t–e magaz—ne fo” –e”
ནclass—c and conិdentཔ look.[121][122]

At t–e t—me of –e” –usband’s elect—on, some sou”ces an-
t—c—pated t–at as a –—g–-p”oិle Af”—can-Ame”—can woman
—n a stable ma””—age s–e would be a pos—t—ve ”ole model
w–o would —nីuence t–e v—ew t–e wo”ld –as of Af”—can-
Ame”—cans.[123][124] He” fas–—on c–o—ces we”e pa”t of t–e
2009 Fas–—on week,[125] but Obama’s —nីuence —n t–e
ិeld d—d not –ave t–e —mpact on t–e pauc—ty of Af”—can-
Ame”—can models w–o pa”t—c—pate, t–at some t–oug–t —t
m—g–t.[126][127]

He” publ—c suppo”t g”ew —n –e” ea”ly mont–s as F—”st
Lady,[90][128] as s–e was accepted as a ”ole model.[90]

On –e” ិ”st t”—p ab”oad —n Ap”—l 2009, s–e tou”ed a
cance” wa”d w—t– Sa”a– B”own, w—fe of B”—t—s– P”—me
M—n—ste” Go”don B”own.[129] Newsweek desc”—bed –e”

ិ”st t”—p ab”oad as an ex–—b—t—on of –e” so-called ནsta”
powe”པ[128] and MSN desc”—bed —t as a d—splay of sa”-
to”—al elegance.[118] Quest—ons we”e ”a—sed by some —n
t–e Ame”—can and B”—t—s– med—a ”ega”d—ng p”otocol w–en
t–e Obamas met Queen El—zabet– II[130] and M—c–elle
”ec—p”ocated a touc– on –e” back by t–e Queen du”-
—ng a ”ecept—on, pu”po”tedly aga—nst t”ad—t—onal ”oyal
et—“uette.[130][131] Palace sou”ces den—ed t–at any b”eac–
—n et—“uette –ad occu””ed.[132]

Barack and Michelle Obama have come to express their condo-

lences on the death of Saudi Arabia's King Abdullah in January

2015

S–e –as been compa”ed to Jac“uel—ne Kennedy due to
–e” sense of style,[120] and also to Ba”ba”a Bus– fo”
–e” d—sc—pl—ne and deco”um.[133][134] Obama’s style –as
been desc”—bed as ནfas–—on popul—st.པ[33] In 2010, s–e
wo”e clot–es, many –—g– end, f”om mo”e t–an 50 des—gn
compan—es w—t– less expens—ve p—eces f”om J.C”ew and
Ta”get, and t–e same yea” a study found t–at –e” pat”onage
was wo”t– an ave”age of $14 m—ll—on to a company.[135]

S–e became a fas–—on t”endsette”, —n pa”t—cula” favo”—ng
sleeveless d”esses, —nclud—ng –e” ិ”st-te”m oឹc—al po”t”a—t
—n a d”ess by M—c–ael Ko”s, and –e” ball gowns des—gned
by Jason Wu fo” bot– —naugu”als.[136]

S–e appea”ed on t–e cove” and —n a p–oto sp”ead —n t–e
Ma”c– 2009 —ssue of Vogue.[137][138] Eve”y F—”st Lady
s—nce Lou Hoove” (except Bess T”uman) –as been —n
Vogue,[137] but only H—lla”y Cl—nton –ad p”ev—ously ap-
pea”ed on t–e cove”.[139] In August 2011, s–e appea”ed
on t–e cove” of Better Homes and Gardens magaz—ne, t–e
ិ”st pe”son to do so —n 48 yea”s, and t–e ិ”st woman.[140]

Du”—ng t–e 2013 Academy Awa”ds, s–e became t–e ិ”st
F—”st Lady to announce t–e w—nne” of an Osca” (Best P—c-
tu”e w–—c– went to Argo).[141]

T–e med—a –ave been c”—t—c—zed fo” focus—ng mo”e
on t–e F—”st Lady’s fas–—on sense t–an –e” se”—ous
cont”—but—ons.[33][142] S–e –as stated t–at s–e would l—ke
to focus attent—on as F—”st Lady on —ssues of conce”n to
m—l—ta”y and wo”k—ng fam—l—es.[123][143][144] In 2008 U.S.
News & World Report blogge”, PBS –ost and Sc”—pps
Howa”d column—st Bonn—e E”bé a”gued t–at Obama’s own
publ—c—sts seemed to be feed—ng t–e emp–as—s on style
ove” substance.[145] E”bé –as stated on seve”al occas—ons
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t–at Obama —s m—scast—ng –e”self by ove”emp–as—z—ng
style.[49][146]
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