


Ba”ack Husse—n Obama II

ནObamaཔ ”ed—”ects –e”e. Fo” –—s fat–e”, see Ba”ack
Obama, S”. Fo” ot–e” uses, see Obama (d—samb—guat—on).

Barack Hussein Obama II (US
—/bəˈ”ɑːk–uːˈseɪnɵˈbɑːmə/, bo”n August 4, 1961)

—s t–e 44t– and cu””ent P”es—dent of t–e Un—ted States,
and t–e ិ”st Af”—can Ame”—can to –old t–e oឹce. Bo”n
—n Honolulu, Hawa——, Obama —s a g”aduate of Columb—a
Un—ve”s—ty and Ha”va”d Law Sc–ool, w–e”e –e se”ved
as p”es—dent of t–e Harvard Law Review. He was a
commun—ty o”gan—ze” —n C–—cago befo”e ea”n—ng –—s
law deg”ee. He wo”ked as a c—v—l ”—g–ts atto”ney and
taug–t const—tut—onal law at t–e Un—ve”s—ty of C–—cago
Law Sc–ool f”om 1992 to 2004. He se”ved t–”ee te”ms
”ep”esent—ng t–e 13t– D—st”—ct —n t–e Ill—no—s Senate f”om
1997 to 2004, ”unn—ng unsuccessfully fo” t–e Un—ted
States House of Rep”esentat—ves —n 2000.

In 2004, Obama ”ece—ved nat—onal attent—on du”—ng –—s
campa—gn to ”ep”esent Ill—no—s —n t–e Un—ted States Senate
w—t– –—s v—cto”y —n t–e Ma”c– Democ”at—c Pa”ty p”—ma”y,
–—s keynote add”ess at t–e Democ”at—c Nat—onal Conven-
t—on —n July, and –—s elect—on to t–e Senate —n Novembe”.
He began –—s p”es—dent—al campa—gn —n 2007 and, afte” a
close p”—ma”y campa—gn aga—nst H—lla”y Rod–am Cl—nton
—n 2008, –e won suឹc—ent delegates —n t–e Democ”at—c
Pa”ty p”—ma”—es to ”ece—ve t–e p”es—dent—al nom—nat—on.
He t–en defeated Republ—can nom—nee Jo–n McCa—n —n
t–e gene”al elect—on, and was —naugu”ated as p”es—dent on
Janua”y 20, 2009. N—ne mont–s afte” –—s elect—on, Obama
was named t–e 2009 Nobel Peace P”—ze lau”eate.

Du”—ng –—s ិ”st two yea”s —n oឹce, Obama s—gned —nto
law econom—c st—mulus leg—slat—on —n ”esponse to t–e G”eat
Recess—on —n t–e fo”m of t–e Ame”—can Recove”y and
Re—nvestment Act of 2009 and t–e Tax Rel—ef, Unem-
ployment Insu”ance Reaut–o”—zat—on, and Job C”eat—on
Act of 2010. Ot–e” majo” domest—c —n—t—at—ves —n –—s ិ”st
te”m —ncluded t–e Pat—ent P”otect—on and Aាo”dable Ca”e
Act, often ”efe””ed to as ནObamaca”e"; t–e DoddཊF”ank
Wall St”eet Refo”m and Consume” P”otect—on Act; and
t–e Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010. In fo”-
e—gn pol—cy, Obama ended U.S. m—l—ta”y —nvolvement —n
t–e I”a“ Wa”, —nc”eased U.S. t”oop levels —n Afg–an—stan,
s—gned t–e New START a”ms cont”ol t”eaty w—t– Russ—a,
o”de”ed U.S. m—l—ta”y —nvolvement —n L—bya, and o”de”ed
t–e m—l—ta”y ope”at—on t–at ”esulted —n t–e deat– of Osama
b—n Laden. In Janua”y 2011, t–e Republ—cans ”ega—ned
cont”ol of t–e House of Rep”esentat—ves as t–e Demo-
c”at—c Pa”ty lost a total of 63 seats; and, afte” a lengt–y
debate ove” fede”al spend—ng and w–et–e” o” not to ”a—se

t–e nat—on’s debt l—m—t, Obama s—gned t–e Budget Cont”ol
Act of 2011 and t–e Ame”—can Taxpaye” Rel—ef Act of
2012.

Obama was ”eelected p”es—dent —n Novembe” 2012, de-
feat—ng Republ—can nom—nee M—tt Romney, and was
swo”n —n fo” a second te”m on Janua”y 20, 2013. Du”—ng
–—s second te”m, Obama –as p”omoted domest—c pol—c—es
”elated to gun cont”ol —n ”esponse to t–e Sandy Hook Ele-
menta”y Sc–ool s–oot—ng, and –as called fo” full e“ual-
—ty fo” LGBT Ame”—cans, w–—le –—s adm—n—st”at—on –as
ិled b”—efs w–—c– u”ged t–e Sup”eme Cou”t to st”—ke
down t–e Defense of Ma””—age Act of 1996 and Cal—fo”-
n—a’s P”opos—t—on 8 as unconst—tut—onal. In fo”e—gn pol—cy,
Obama o”de”ed U.S. m—l—ta”y —nvolvement —n I”a“ —n ”e-
sponse to ga—ns made by t–e Islam—c State —n I”a“ afte”
t–e 2011 w—t–d”awal f”om I”a“, cont—nued t–e p”ocess of
end—ng U.S. combat ope”at—ons —n Afg–an—stan, and –as
soug–t to no”mal—ze U.S. ”elat—ons w—t– Cuba.

1 Early life and career

Ma—n a”t—cles: Fam—ly of Ba”ack Obama and Ea”ly l—fe
and ca”ee” of Ba”ack Obama

Obama was bo”n on August 4, 1961,[1] at Kap—ʻolan—
Mate”n—ty & Gynecolog—cal Hosp—tal (now Kap—ʻolan—
Med—cal Cente” fo” Women and C–—ld”en) —n Honolulu,
Hawa——,[2][3][4] and would become t–e ិ”st P”es—dent to
–ave been bo”n —n Hawa——.[5] H—s mot–e”, Stanley Ann
Dun–am, was bo”n —nW—c–—ta, Kansas, and was of mostly
Engl—s– ancest”y.[6] H—s fat–e”, Ba”ack Obama, S”., was
a Luo f”om Nyang’oma Kogelo, Kenya. Obama’s pa”-
ents met —n 1960 —n a Russ—an class at t–e Un—ve”s—ty of
Hawa—ʻ— at Mānoa, w–e”e –—s fat–e” was a fo”e—gn student
on sc–ola”s–—p.[7][8] T–e couple ma””—ed —n Wa—luku on
Mau— on Feb”ua”y 2, 1961,[9][10] and sepa”ated w–en, —n
late August 1961, Obama’s mot–e”movedw—t– t–e—” new-
bo”n son to attend t–e Un—ve”s—ty ofWas–—ngton —n Seattle
fo” one yea”. In t–e meant—me, Obama, S”. completed –—s
unde”g”aduate econom—cs deg”ee —n Hawa—— —n June 1962,
t–en left to attend g”aduate sc–ool at Ha”va”d Un—ve”s—ty
on a sc–ola”s–—p. Obama’s pa”ents d—vo”ced —n Ma”c–
1964.[11] Obama S”. ”etu”ned to Kenya —n 1964 w–e”e
–e ”ema””—ed; –e v—s—ted Ba”ack —n Hawa—— only once, —n
1971.[12] He d—ed —n an automob—le acc—dent —n 1982 w–en
–—s son was 21 yea”s old.[13]

In 1963, Dun–am met Lolo Soeto”o, an Indones—an Eastཊ
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2 1 EARLY LIFE AND CAREER

West Cente” g”aduate student —n geog”ap–y at t–e Un—ve”-
s—ty of Hawa——, and t–e couple we”e ma””—ed on Moloka—
on Ma”c– 15, 1965.[14] Afte” two one-yea” extens—ons of
–—s J-1 v—sa, Lolo ”etu”ned to Indones—a —n 1966, followed
s—xteen mont–s late” by –—s w—fe and stepson —n 1967, w—t–
t–e fam—ly —n—t—ally l—v—ng —n a Menteng Dalam ne—g–bo”-
–ood —n t–e Tebet subd—st”—ct of sout– Jaka”ta, t–en f”om
1970 —n a wealt–—e” ne—g–bo”–ood —n t–e Menteng subd—s-
t”—ct of cent”al Jaka”ta.[15] F”om ages s—x to ten, Obama
attended local Indones—an-language sc–ools: St. F”an-
c—s of Ass—s— Cat–ol—c Sc–ool fo” two yea”s and Besuk—
Publ—c Sc–ool fo” one and a –alf yea”s, supplemented by
Engl—s–-language Calve”t Sc–ool –omesc–ool—ng by –—s
mot–e”.[16]

Obama with his half-sister Maya Soetoro-Ng, mother Ann Dun-

ham and grandfather Stanley Dunham, in Honolulu, Hawaii

Obama ”etu”ned to Honolulu —n 1971 to l—ve w—t– –—s ma-
te”nal g”andpa”ents, Madelyn and Stanley Dun–am, and
w—t– t–e a—d of a sc–ola”s–—p attended Puna–ou Sc–ool, a
p”—vate college p”epa”ato”y sc–ool, f”om ិft– g”ade unt—l
–—s g”aduat—on f”om –—g– sc–ool —n 1979.[17] Obama l—ved
w—t– –—s mot–e” and s—ste” —n Hawa—— fo” t–”ee yea”s f”om
1972 to 1975 w–—le –—s mot–e” was a g”aduate student
—n ant–”opology at t–e Un—ve”s—ty of Hawa——.[18] Obama
c–ose to stay —n Hawa—— w—t– –—s g”andpa”ents fo” –—g–
sc–ool at Puna–ou w–en –—s mot–e” and s—ste” ”etu”ned to
Indones—a —n 1975 so –—s mot–e” could beg—n ant–”opol-
ogy ិeld wo”k.[19] H—s mot–e” spent most of t–e next two
decades —n Indones—a, d—vo”c—ng Lolo —n 1980 and ea”n—ng
a P–D —n 1992, befo”e dy—ng —n 1995 —n Hawa—— follow—ng
t”eatment fo” ova”—an cance” and ute”—ne cance”.[20]

Of –—s ea”ly c–—ld–ood, Obama ”ecalled, ནT–at my fat–e”
looked not–—ng l—ke t–e people a”ound meཋt–at –e was
black as p—tc–, my mot–e” w–—te as m—lkཋba”ely ”eg-
—ste”ed —n my m—nd.པ[8] He desc”—bed –—s st”uggles as a
young adult to ”econc—le soc—al pe”cept—ons of –—s mult—”a-
c—al –e”—tage.[21] Reីect—ng late” on –—s yea”s —n Honolulu,
Obama w”ote: ནT–e oppo”tun—ty t–at Hawa—— oាe”edཋto
expe”—ence a va”—ety of cultu”es —n a cl—mate of mutual
”espectཋbecame an —nteg”al pa”t of my wo”ld v—ew, and a
bas—s fo” t–e values t–at I –old most dea”.པ[22] Obama –as
also w”—tten and talked about us—ng alco–ol, ma”—juana,
and coca—ne du”—ng –—s teenage yea”s to ནpus– “uest—ons
of w–o I was out of my m—ndཔ.[23] Obama was also a

membe” of t–e ནc–oom gangཔ, a self-named g”oup of
f”—ends t–at spent t—me toget–e” and occas—onally smoked
ma”—juana.[24][25]

Afte” –—g– sc–ool, Obama moved to Los Angeles —n 1979
to attend Occ—dental College. In Feb”ua”y 1981, Obama
made –—s ិ”st publ—c speec–, call—ng fo” Occ—dental to
pa”t—c—pate —n t–e d—s—nvestment f”om Sout– Af”—ca —n ”e-
sponse to t–at nat—on’s pol—cy of apa”t–e—d.[26] In m—d-
1981, Obama t”aveled to Indones—a to v—s—t –—s mot–e”
and –alf-s—ste” Maya, and v—s—ted t–e fam—l—es of col-
lege f”—ends —n Pak—stan and Ind—a fo” t–”ee weeks.[26]

Late” —n 1981, –e t”ansfe””ed as a jun—o” to Columb—a
College, Columb—a Un—ve”s—ty —n New Yo”k C—ty, w–e”e
–e majo”ed —n pol—t—cal sc—ence w—t– a spec—alty —n
—nte”nat—onal ”elat—ons[27] and l—ved oា-campus on West
109t– St”eet.[28] He g”aduated w—t– a Bac–elo” of A”ts
—n 1983 and wo”ked fo” a yea” at t–e Bus—ness Inte”na-
t—onal Co”po”at—on,[29] t–en at t–e New Yo”k Publ—c Inte”-
est Resea”c– G”oup.[30][31] In 1985, Obama was among
t–e leade”s of May Day eាo”ts to b”—ng attent—on to t–e
New Yo”k C—ty Subway system, w–—c– was —n a bad con-
d—t—on at t–e t—me. Obama t”aveled to seve”al subway
stat—ons to get people to s—gn lette”s add”essed to local
oឹc—als and t–e Met”opol—tan T”anspo”tat—on Aut–o”—ty,
and was p–otog”ap–ed at t–e C—ty College subway stat—on
–old—ng a s—gn p”otest—ng t–e system’s cond—t—on.[32]

1.1 Community organizer and Harvard
Law School

Two yea”s afte” g”aduat—ng, Obama was –—”ed —n C–—cago
as d—”ecto” of t–e Develop—ng Commun—t—es P”oject, a
c–u”c–-based commun—ty o”gan—zat—on o”—g—nally com-
p”—s—ng e—g–t Cat–ol—c pa”—s–es —n Roseland, West Pull-
man, and R—ve”dale on C–—cago’s Sout– S—de. He wo”ked
t–e”e as a commun—ty o”gan—ze” f”om June 1985 to May
1988.[31][33] He –elped set up a job t”a—n—ng p”og”am,
a college p”epa”ato”y tuto”—ng p”og”am, and a tenants’
”—g–ts o”gan—zat—on —n Altgeld Ga”dens.[34] Obama also
wo”ked as a consultant and —nst”ucto” fo” t–e Gamal—el
Foundat—on, a commun—ty o”gan—z—ng —nst—tute.[35] In m—d-
1988, –e t”aveled fo” t–e ិ”st t—me —n Eu”ope fo” t–”ee
weeks and t–en fo” ិve weeks —n Kenya, w–e”e –e met
many of –—s pate”nal ”elat—ves fo” t–e ិ”st t—me.[36][37] He
”etu”ned to Kenya —n 1992 w—t– –—s ិancée M—c–elle and
–—s –alf-s—ste” Auma.[36][38] He ”etu”ned to Kenya —n Au-
gust 2006 fo” a v—s—t to –—s fat–e”’s b—”t–place, a v—llage
nea” K—sumu —n ”u”al weste”n Kenya.[39]

Obama ente”ed Ha”va”d Law Sc–ool —n t–e fall of 1988.
He was selected as an ed—to” of t–e Harvard Law Review

at t–e end of –—s ិ”st yea”,[40] p”es—dent of t–e jou”nal —n
–—s second yea”,[34][41] and ”esea”c– ass—stant to t–e const—-
tut—onal sc–ola” Lau”ence T”—be w–—le at Ha”va”d fo” two
yea”s.[42] Du”—ng –—s summe”s, –e ”etu”ned to C–—cago,
w–e”e –e wo”ked as an assoc—ate at t–e law ិ”ms of S—dley
Aust—n —n 1989 and Hopk—ns & Sutte” —n 1990.[43] Afte”
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g”aduat—ng w—t– a J.D. magna cum laude[44] f”om Ha”-
va”d —n 1991, –e ”etu”ned to C–—cago.[40] Obama’s elec-
t—on as t–e ិ”st black p”es—dent of t–e Harvard Law Re-

view ga—ned nat—onal med—a attent—on[34][41] and led to a
publ—s–—ng cont”act and advance fo” a book about ”ace
”elat—ons,[45] w–—c– evolved —nto a pe”sonal memo—”. T–e
manusc”—pt was publ—s–ed —n m—d-1995 as Dreams from
My Father.[45]

1.2 University of Chicago Law School and
civil rights attorney

In 1991, Obama accepted a two-yea” pos—t—on as V—s-
—t—ng Law and Gove”nment Fellow at t–e Un—ve”s—ty of
C–—cago Law Sc–ool to wo”k on –—s ិ”st book.[45][46] He
t–en taug–t const—tut—onal law at t–e Un—ve”s—ty of C–—cago
Law Sc–ool fo” twelve yea”s, ិ”st as a Lectu”e” f”om 1992
to 1996, and t–en as a Sen—o” Lectu”e” f”om 1996 to
2004.[47]

F”om Ap”—l to Octobe” 1992, Obama d—”ected Ill—-
no—s’s P”oject Vote, a vote” ”eg—st”at—on campa—gn w—t–
ten staាe”s and seven –und”ed voluntee” ”eg—st”a”s; —t
ac–—eved —ts goal of ”eg—ste”—ng 150,000 of 400,000 un-
”eg—ste”ed Af”—can Ame”—cans —n t–e state, lead—ng Crain’s
Chicago Business to name Obama to —ts 1993 l—st of ན40
unde” Fo”tyཔ powe”s to be.[48]

He jo—ned Dav—s, M—ne”, Ba”n–—ll & Galland, a 13-
atto”ney law ិ”m spec—al—z—ng —n c—v—l ”—g–ts l—t—gat—on and
ne—g–bo”–ood econom—c development, w–e”e –e was an
assoc—ate fo” t–”ee yea”s f”om 1993 to 1996, t–en of coun-
sel f”om 1996 to 2004. H—s law l—cense became —nact—ve
—n 2007.[49][50]

F”om 1994 to 2002, Obama se”ved on t–e boa”ds of d—-
”ecto”s of t–eWoods Fund of C–—cago, w–—c– —n 1985 –ad
been t–e ិ”st foundat—on to fund t–e Develop—ng Commu-
n—t—es P”oject, and of t–e Joyce Foundat—on.[31] He se”ved
on t–e boa”d of d—”ecto”s of t–e C–—cagoAnnenbe”g C–al-
lenge f”om 1995 to 2002, as found—ng p”es—dent and c–a—”-
man of t–e boa”d of d—”ecto”s f”om 1995 to 1999.[31]

2 Legislative career (1997–2008)

2.1 As Illinois State Senator (1997–2004)

Ma—n a”t—cle: Ill—no—s Senate ca”ee” of Ba”ack Obama
Obama was elected to t–e Ill—no—s Senate —n 1996, suc-
ceed—ng State Senato” Al—ce Palme” as Senato” f”om Ill—-
no—s’s 13t– D—st”—ct, w–—c– at t–at t—me spanned C–—cago
Sout– S—de ne—g–bo”–oods f”om Hyde Pa”k ཊ Kenwood
sout– to Sout– S–o”e and west to C–—cago Lawn.[51]

Once elected, Obama ga—ned b—pa”t—san suppo”t fo” leg-
—slat—on t–at ”efo”med et–—cs and –ealt– ca”e laws.[52]

He sponso”ed a law t–at —nc”eased tax c”ed—ts fo” low-
—ncome wo”ke”s, negot—ated welfa”e ”efo”m, and p”o-

Obama and others celebrate the naming of a street in Chicago

after ShoreBank co-founder Milton Davis in 1998

moted —nc”eased subs—d—es fo” c–—ldca”e.[53] In 2001, as
co-c–a—”man of t–e b—pa”t—san Jo—nt Comm—ttee on Ad-
m—n—st”at—ve Rules, Obama suppo”ted Republ—can Gov-
e”no” Ryan’s payday loan ”egulat—ons and p”edato”y
mo”tgage lend—ng ”egulat—ons a—med at ave”t—ng –ome
fo”eclosu”es.[54]

He was ”eelected to t–e Ill—no—s Senate —n 1998, defeat-
—ng Republ—can Yesse Ye–uda– —n t–e gene”al elect—on,
and was ”eelected aga—n —n 2002.[55] In 2000, –e lost a
Democ”at—c p”—ma”y ”ace fo” Ill—no—s’s 1st cong”ess—onal
d—st”—ct —n t–e Un—ted States House of Rep”esentat—ves to
fou”-te”m —ncumbent Bobby Rus– by a ma”g—n of two to
one.[56]

In Janua”y 2003, Obama became c–a—”man of t–e Ill—no—s
Senate’s Healt– and Human Se”v—ces Comm—ttee w–en
Democ”ats, afte” a decade —n t–e m—no”—ty, ”ega—ned a
majo”—ty.[57] He sponso”ed and led unan—mous, b—pa”t—-
san passage of leg—slat—on to mon—to” ”ac—al p”oិl—ng by
”e“u—”—ng pol—ce to ”eco”d t–e ”ace of d”—ve”s t–ey de-
ta—ned, and leg—slat—on mak—ng Ill—no—s t–e ិ”st state to
mandate v—deotap—ng of –om—c—de —nte””ogat—ons.[53][58]

Du”—ng –—s 2004 gene”al elect—on campa—gn fo” U.S. Sen-
ate, pol—ce ”ep”esentat—ves c”ed—ted Obama fo” –—s ac-
t—ve engagement w—t– pol—ce o”gan—zat—ons —n enact—ng
deat– penalty ”efo”ms.[59] Obama ”es—gned f”om t–e Ill—-
no—s Senate —n Novembe” 2004 follow—ng –—s elect—on to
t–e U.S. Senate.[60]

2.2 U.S. Senate campaign

Ma—n a”t—cle: Un—ted States Senate elect—on —n Ill—no—s,
2004
In May 2002, Obama comm—ss—oned a poll to assess
–—s p”ospects —n a 2004 U.S. Senate ”ace; –e c”eated
a campa—gn comm—ttee, began ”a—s—ng funds, and l—ned
up pol—t—cal med—a consultant Dav—d Axel”od by August
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County results of the 2004 U.S. Senate race in Illinois. Obama

won the counties in blue.

2002. Obama fo”mally announced –—s cand—dacy —n Jan-
ua”y 2003.[61]

Obama was an ea”ly opponent of t–e Geo”ge W. Bus–
adm—n—st”at—on’s 2003 —nvas—on of I”a“.[62] On Octobe”
2, 2002, t–e day P”es—dent Bus– and Cong”ess ag”eed on
t–e jo—nt ”esolut—on aut–o”—z—ng t–e I”a“ Wa”,[63] Obama
add”essed t–e ិ”st –—g–-p”oិle C–—cago ant—-I”a“ Wa”
”ally,[64] and spoke out aga—nst t–e wa”.[65] He add”essed
anot–e” ant—-wa” ”ally —n Ma”c– 2003 and told t–e c”owd
t–at ན—t’s not too lateཔ to stop t–e wa”.[66]

Dec—s—ons by Republ—can —ncumbent Pete” F—tzge”ald and
–—s Democ”at—c p”edecesso” Ca”ol Moseley B”aun to not
pa”t—c—pate —n t–e elect—on ”esulted —n w—de-open Demo-
c”at—c and Republ—can p”—ma”y contests —nvolv—ng ិf-
teen cand—dates.[67] In t–e Ma”c– 2004 p”—ma”y elect—on,
Obamawon —n an unexpected landsl—deཋw–—c– ove”n—g–t
made –—m a ”—s—ng sta” w—t–—n t–e nat—onal Democ”at—c
Pa”ty, sta”ted speculat—on about a p”es—dent—al futu”e, and
led to t–e ”e—ssue of –—s memo—”, Dreams from My Fa-

ther.[68] In July 2004, Obama del—ve”ed t–e keynote ad-
d”ess at t–e 2004 Democ”at—c Nat—onal Convent—on,[69]

seen by 9.1 m—ll—on v—ewe”s. H—s speec– was well ”ece—ved

and elevated –—s status w—t–—n t–e Democ”at—c Pa”ty.[70]

Obama’s expected opponent —n t–e gene”al elect—on, Re-
publ—can p”—ma”y w—nne” Jack Ryan, w—t–d”ew f”om t–e
”ace —n June 2004.[71] S—x weeks late”, Alan Keyes ac-
cepted t–e Republ—can nom—nat—on to ”eplace Ryan.[72] In
t–e Novembe” 2004 gene”al elect—on, Obama won w—t–
70 pe”cent of t–e vote.[73]

2.3 As U.S. Senator from Illinois (2005–
08)

Ma—n a”t—cle: Un—ted States Senate ca”ee” of Ba”ack
Obama
Obama was swo”n —n as a senato” on Janua”y 3, 2005,[74]

Obama in his official portrait as a member of the United States

Senate

becom—ng t–e only Senate membe” of t–e Cong”ess—onal
Black Caucus.[75] CQ Weekly c–a”acte”—zed –—m as a
ནloyal Democ”atཔ based on analys—s of all Senate votes —n
2005ཊ2007. Obama announced on Novembe” 13, 2008,
t–at –e would ”es—gn –—s Senate seat on Novembe” 16,
2008, befo”e t–e sta”t of t–e lame-duck sess—on, to focus
on –—s t”ans—t—on pe”—od fo” t–e p”es—dency.[76]

2.3.1 Legislation

See also: L—st of b—lls sponso”ed by Ba”ack Obama —n t–e
Un—ted States Senate

Obama cosponso”ed t–e Secu”e Ame”—ca and O”de”ly Im-
m—g”at—on Act.[77] He —nt”oduced two —n—t—at—ves t–at bo”e
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–—s name: Luga”ཊObama, w–—c– expanded t–e Nunnཊ
Luga” Coope”at—ve T–”eat Reduct—on concept to conven-
t—onal weapons;[78] and t–e Fede”al Fund—ng Account-
ab—l—ty and T”anspa”ency Act of 2006, w–—c– aut–o”—zed
t–e establ—s–ment of USAspend—ng.gov, a web sea”c–
eng—ne on fede”al spend—ng.[79] On June 3, 2008, Sen-
ato” Obamaཋalong w—t– Senato”s Tom Ca”pe”, Tom
Cobu”n, and Jo–n McCa—nཋ—nt”oduced follow-up leg—s-
lat—on: St”engt–en—ng T”anspa”ency and Accountab—l—ty —n
Fede”al Spend—ng Act of 2008.[80]

Obama sponso”ed leg—slat—on t–at would –ave ”e“u—”ed
nuclea” plant owne”s to not—fy state and local aut–o”—t—es
of ”ad—oact—ve leaks, but t–e b—ll fa—led to pass —n t–e full
Senate afte” be—ng –eav—ly mod—ិed —n comm—ttee.[81] Re-
ga”d—ng to”t ”efo”m, Obama voted fo” t–e Class Act—on
Fa—”ness Act of 2005 and t–e FISA Amendments Act
of 2008, w–—c– g”ants —mmun—ty f”om c—v—l l—ab—l—ty to
telecommun—cat—ons compan—es compl—c—t w—t– NSA wa”-
”antless w—”etapp—ng ope”at—ons.[82]

Obama and U.S. Sen. Richard Lugar (R-IN) visit a Russian fa-

cility for dismantling mobile missiles (August 2005)[83]

In Decembe” 2006, P”es—dent Bus– s—gned —nto law t–e
Democ”at—c Republ—c of t–e Congo Rel—ef, Secu”—ty,
and Democ”acy P”omot—on Act, ma”k—ng t–e ិ”st fed-
e”al leg—slat—on to be enacted w—t– Obama as —ts p”—-
ma”y sponso”.[84] In Janua”y 2007, Obama and Sena-
to” Fe—ngold —nt”oduced a co”po”ate jet p”ov—s—on to t–e
Honest Leade”s–—p and Open Gove”nment Act, w–—c–
was s—gned —nto law —n Septembe” 2007.[85] Obama also
—nt”oduced two unsuccessful b—lls: t–e Decept—ve P”ac-
t—ces and Vote” Int—m—dat—on P”event—on Act to c”—m—nal-
—ze decept—ve p”act—ces —n fede”al elect—ons,[86] and t–e
I”a“ Wa” De-Escalat—on Act of 2007.[87]

Late” —n 2007, Obama sponso”ed an amendment to
t–e Defense Aut–o”—zat—on Act to add safegua”ds fo”
pe”sonal—ty-d—so”de” m—l—ta”y d—sc–a”ges.[88] T–—s amend-
ment passed t–e full Senate —n t–e sp”—ng of 2008.[89]

He sponso”ed t–e I”an Sanct—ons Enabl—ng Act sup-
po”t—ng d—vestment of state pens—on funds f”om I”an’s
o—l and gas —ndust”y, w–—c– –as not passed comm—ttee;
and co-sponso”ed leg—slat—on to ”educe ”—sks of nuclea”
te””o”—sm.[90] Obama also sponso”ed a Senate amendment

to t–e State C–—ld”en’s Healt– Insu”ance P”og”am, p”ov—d-
—ng one yea” of job p”otect—on fo” fam—ly membe”s ca”—ng
fo” sold—e”s w—t– combat-”elated —nju”—es.[91]

2.3.2 Committees

Obama –eld ass—gnments on t–e Senate Comm—ttees fo”
Fo”e—gn Relat—ons, Env—”onment and Publ—c Wo”ks and
Vete”ans’ Aាa—”s t–”oug– Decembe” 2006.[92] In Janua”y
2007, –e left t–e Env—”onment and Publ—c Wo”ks com-
m—ttee and took add—t—onal ass—gnments w—t– Healt–, Ed-
ucat—on, Labo”, and Pens—ons and Homeland Secu”—ty and
Gove”nmental Aាa—”s.[93] He also became C–a—”man of
t–e Senate’s subcomm—ttee on Eu”opean Aាa—”s.[94] As
a membe” of t–e Senate Fo”e—gn Relat—ons Comm—ttee,
Obama made oឹc—al t”—ps to Easte”n Eu”ope, t–e M—ddle
East, Cent”al As—a and Af”—ca. He met w—t– Ma–moud
Abbas befo”e Abbas became P”es—dent of t–e Palest—n—an
Nat—onal Aut–o”—ty, and gave a speec– at t–e Un—ve”s—ty
of Na—”ob— —n w–—c– –e condemned co””upt—on w—t–—n t–e
Kenyan gove”nment.[95]

3 Presidential campaigns

3.1 2008 presidential campaign

Ma—n a”t—cles: Un—ted States p”es—dent—al elect—on, 2008,
Ba”ack Obama p”es—dent—al p”—ma”y campa—gn, 2008 and
Ba”ack Obama p”es—dent—al campa—gn, 2008
On Feb”ua”y 10, 2007, Obama announced –—s cand—dacy

Obama stands on stage with his wife and daughters just before

announcing his presidential candidacy in Springણeld, Illinois,

February 10, 2007

fo” P”es—dent of t–e Un—ted States —n f”ont of t–e Old State
Cap—tol bu—ld—ng —n Sp”—ngិeld, Ill—no—s.[96][97] T–e c–o—ce
of t–e announcement s—te was v—ewed as symbol—c because
—t was also w–e”e Ab”a–am L—ncoln del—ve”ed –—s –—sto”—c
ནHouse D—v—dedཔ speec– —n 1858.[96][98] Obama emp–a-
s—zed —ssues of ”ap—dly end—ng t–e I”a“ Wa”, —nc”eas—ng
ene”gy —ndependence, and ”efo”m—ng t–e –ealt– ca”e sys-
tem,[99] —n a campa—gn t–at p”ojected t–emes of –ope and
c–ange.[100]

A la”ge numbe” of cand—dates ente”ed t–e Democ”at—c
Pa”ty p”es—dent—al p”—ma”—es. T–e ិeld na””owed to a
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duel between Obama and Senato” H—lla”y Rod–am Cl—n-
ton afte” ea”ly contests, w—t– t–e ”ace ”ema—n—ng close
t–”oug–out t–e p”—ma”y p”ocess but w—t– Obama ga—n-
—ng a steady lead —n pledged delegates due to bette” long-
”ange plann—ng, supe”—o” fund”a—s—ng, dom—nant o”gan—z-
—ng —n caucus states, and bette” explo—tat—on of delegate
allocat—on ”ules.[101] On June 7, 2008, Cl—nton ended –e”
campa—gn and endo”sed Obama.[102]

President George W. Bush meets with President-elect Obama in

the Oval Office on November 10, 2008

On August 23, Obama announced –—s select—on of
Delawa”e Senato” Joe B—den as –—s v—ce p”es—dent—al ”un-
n—ng mate.[103] Obama selected B—den f”om a ិeld spec-
ulated to —nclude fo”me” Ind—ana Gove”no” and Sena-
to” Evan Bay– and V—”g—n—a Gove”no” T—m Ka—ne.[104]

At t–e Democ”at—c Nat—onal Convent—on —n Denve”, Col-
o”ado, H—lla”y Cl—nton called fo” –e” suppo”te”s to en-
do”se Obama, and s–e and B—ll Cl—nton gave convent—on
speec–es —n –—s suppo”t.[105] Obama del—ve”ed –—s accep-
tance speec–, not at t–e cente” w–e”e t–e Democ”at—c Na-
t—onal Convent—on was –eld, but at Invesco F—eld at M—le
H—g– to a c”owd of ove” 75,000; t–e speec– was v—ewed
by ove” 38 m—ll—on people wo”ldw—de.[106][107]

Du”—ng bot– t–e p”—ma”y p”ocess and t–e gene”al elect—on,
Obama’s campa—gn set nume”ous fund”a—s—ng ”eco”ds,
pa”t—cula”ly —n t–e “uant—ty of small donat—ons.[108] On
June 19, 2008, Obama became t–e ិ”st majo”-pa”ty p”es-
—dent—al cand—date to tu”n down publ—c ិnanc—ng —n t–e
gene”al elect—on s—nce t–e systemwas c”eated —n 1976.[109]

Jo–n McCa—n was nom—nated as t–e Republ—can cand—-
date, and t–e two engaged —n t–”ee p”es—dent—al debates
—n Septembe” and Octobe” 2008.[110] On Novembe” 4,
Obama won t–e p”es—dency w—t– 365 electo”al votes to
173 ”ece—ved by McCa—n.[111] Obama won 52.9% of t–e
popula” vote to McCa—n’s 45.7%.[112] He became t–e ិ”st
Af”—can Ame”—can to be elected p”es—dent.[113] Obama de-
l—ve”ed –—s v—cto”y speec– befo”e –und”eds of t–ousands
of suppo”te”s —n C–—cago’s G”ant Pa”k.[114]

3.2 2012 presidential campaign

Ma—n a”t—cles: Un—ted States p”es—dent—al elect—on, 2012
and Ba”ack Obama p”es—dent—al campa—gn, 2012
On Ap”—l 4, 2011, Obama announced –—s ”eelect—on

Mitt Romney and President Obama shake hands in the Oval Of-

ણce on November 29, 2012, following their ણrst meeting since

President Obama’s reelection

campa—gn fo” 2012 —n a v—deo t—tled ནIt Beg—ns w—t– Usཔ
t–at –e posted on –—s webs—te and ិled elect—on pape”s
w—t– t–e Fede”al Elect—on Comm—ss—on.[115][116][117] As
t–e —ncumbent p”es—dent –e ”an v—”tually unopposed —n
t–e Democ”at—c Pa”ty p”es—dent—al p”—ma”—es,[118] and on
Ap”—l 3, 2012, Obama –ad secu”ed t–e 2778 convent—on
delegates needed to w—n t–e Democ”at—c nom—nat—on.[119]

At t–e Democ”at—c Nat—onal Convent—on —n C–a”lotte,
No”t– Ca”ol—na, fo”me” P”es—dent B—ll Cl—nton fo”mally
nom—natedObama and Joe B—den as t–e Democ”at—c Pa”ty
cand—dates fo” p”es—dent and v—ce p”es—dent —n t–e gene”al
elect—on, —n w–—c– t–e—” ma—n opponents we”e Republ—cans
M—tt Romney, t–e fo”me” gove”no” of Massac–usetts, and
Rep”esentat—ve Paul Ryan of W—scons—n.[120]

On Novembe” 6, 2012, Obama won 332 electo”al votes,
exceed—ng t–e 270 ”e“u—”ed fo” –—m to be ”eelected
as p”es—dent.[121][122][123] W—t– 51.1% of t–e popula”
vote,[124] Obama became t–e ិ”st Democ”at—c p”es—dent
s—nce F”ankl—n D. Roosevelt to tw—ce w—n t–e majo”—ty
of t–e popula” vote.[125][126] P”es—dent Obama add”essed
suppo”te”s and voluntee”s at C–—cago’s McCo”m—ck Place
afte” –—s ”eelect—on and sa—d: ནTon—g–t you voted fo” ac-
t—on, not pol—t—cs as usual. You elected us to focus on you”
jobs, not ou”s. And —n t–e com—ng weeks and mont–s,
I am look—ng fo”wa”d to ”eac–—ng out and wo”k—ng w—t–
leade”s of bot– pa”t—es.པ[127][128]

4 Presidency

Ma—n a”t—cle: P”es—dency of Ba”ack Obama
See also: Conិ”mat—ons of Ba”ack Obama’s Cab—net and
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L—st of p”es—dent—al t”—ps made by Ba”ack Obama

4.1 First days

Barack Obama takes the oath of office administered by Chief

Justice John G. Roberts Jr. at the Capitol, January 20, 2009

T–e —naugu”at—on of Ba”ack Obama as t–e 44t– P”es—-
dent took place on Janua”y 20, 2009. In –—s ិ”st few
days —n oឹce, Obama —ssued execut—ve o”de”s and p”es—-
dent—al memo”anda d—”ect—ng t–e U.S. m—l—ta”y to develop
plans to w—t–d”aw t”oops f”om I”a“.[129] He o”de”ed t–e
clos—ng of t–e Guantanamo Bay detent—on camp,[130] but
Cong”ess p”evented t–e closu”e by ”efus—ng to app”op”—-
ate t–e ”e“u—”ed funds[131][132][133] and p”event—ng mov-
—ng any Guantanamo deta—nee —nto t–e U.S. o” to ot–e”
count”—es.[134] Obama ”educed t–e sec”ecy g—ven to p”es—-
dent—al ”eco”ds.[135] He also ”evoked P”es—dent Geo”geW.
Bus–'s ”esto”at—on of P”es—dent Ronald Reagan's Mex—co
C—ty Pol—cy p”o–—b—t—ng fede”al a—d to —nte”nat—onal fam—ly
plann—ng o”gan—zat—ons t–at pe”fo”m o” p”ov—de counsel-
—ng about abo”t—on.[136]

4.2 Domestic policy

Ma—n a”t—cle: Ba”ack Obama soc—al pol—cy

T–e ិ”st b—ll s—gned —nto law by Obama was t–e L—lly
Ledbette” Fa—” Pay Act of 2009, ”elax—ng t–e statute of
l—m—tat—ons fo” e“ual-pay lawsu—ts.[137] F—ve days late”, –e
s—gned t–e ”eaut–o”—zat—on of t–e State C–—ld”en’s Healt–
Insu”ance P”og”am (SCHIP) to cove” an add—t—onal 4 m—l-
l—on un—nsu”ed c–—ld”en.[138] In Ma”c– 2009, Obama ”e-
ve”sed a Bus–-e”a pol—cy w–—c– –ad l—m—ted fund—ng of
emb”yon—c stem cell ”esea”c– and pledged to develop
ནst”—ct gu—del—nesཔ on t–e ”esea”c–.[139]

Obama appo—nted two women to se”ve on t–e Sup”eme
Cou”t —n t–e ិ”st two yea”s of –—s P”es—dency. Son—a
Sotomayo”, nom—nated by Obama on May 26, 2009,
to ”eplace ”et—”—ng Assoc—ate Just—ce Dav—d Soute”, was
conិ”med on August 6, 2009,[140] becom—ng t–e ិ”st

Obama delivering a speech at joint session of Congress with Vice

President Joe Biden and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi on Febru-

ary 24, 2009

H—span—c Sup”eme Cou”t Just—ce.[141] Elena Kagan, nom-
—nated by Obama on May 10, 2010, to ”eplace ”et—”—ng
Assoc—ate Just—ce Jo–n Paul Stevens, was conិ”med on
August 5, 2010, b”—ng—ng t–e numbe” of women s—tt—ng
s—multaneously on t–e Cou”t to t–”ee, fo” t–e ិ”st t—me —n
Ame”—can –—sto”y.[142]

On Septembe” 30, 2009, t–e Obama adm—n—st”at—on p”o-
posed new ”egulat—ons on powe” plants, facto”—es and o—l
”eិne”—es —n an attempt to l—m—t g”een–ouse gas em—ss—ons
and to cu”b global wa”m—ng.[143][144]

On Octobe” 8, 2009, Obama s—gned t–e Matt–ew S–ep-
a”d and James By”d, J”. Hate C”—mes P”event—on Act, a
measu”e t–at expands t–e 1969Un—ted States fede”al –ate-
c”—me law to —nclude c”—mes mot—vated by a v—ct—m’s actual
o” pe”ce—ved gende”, sexual o”—entat—on, gende” —dent—ty,
o” d—sab—l—ty.[145][146]

On Ma”c– 30, 2010, Obama s—gned t–e Healt– Ca”e and
Educat—on Reconc—l—at—on Act, a ”econc—l—at—on b—ll w–—c–
ends t–e p”ocess of t–e fede”al gove”nment g—v—ng subs—-
d—es to p”—vate banks to g—ve out fede”ally —nsu”ed loans,
—nc”eases t–e Pell G”ant sc–ola”s–—p awa”d, and makes
c–anges to t–e Pat—ent P”otect—on and Aាo”dable Ca”e
Act.[147][148]

In a majo” space pol—cy speec– —n Ap”—l 2010, Obama
announced a planned c–ange —n d—”ect—on at NASA, t–e
U.S. space agency. He ended plans fo” a ”etu”n of –uman
spaceី—g–t to t–e moon and development of t–e A”es I
”ocket, A”es V ”ocket and Constellat—on p”og”am, —n favo”
of fund—ng Ea”t– sc—ence p”ojects, a new ”ocket type, and
”esea”c– and development fo” an eventual manned m—s-
s—on to Ma”s, and ongo—ng m—ss—ons to t–e Inte”nat—onal
Space Stat—on.[149]

On Decembe” 22, 2010, Obama s—gned t–e Don't Ask,
Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010, fulិll—ng a key p”om—se
made —n t–e 2008 p”es—dent—al campa—gn[150][151] to end
t–e Don't ask, don't tell pol—cy of 1993 t–at –ad p”evented
gay and lesb—an people f”om se”v—ng openly —n t–e Un—ted
States A”med Fo”ces.[152]

P”es—dent Obama’s 2011 State of t–e Un—on Add”ess fo-
cused on t–emes of educat—on and —nnovat—on, st”ess-
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Obama meets with the Cabinet, November 23, 2009

—ng t–e —mpo”tance of —nnovat—on econom—cs to make t–e
Un—ted States mo”e compet—t—ve globally. He spoke of
a ិve-yea” f”eeze —n domest—c spend—ng, el—m—nat—ng tax
b”eaks fo” o—l compan—es and ”eve”s—ng tax cuts fo” t–e
wealt–—est Ame”—cans, bann—ng cong”ess—onal ea”ma”ks,
and ”educ—ng –ealt–ca”e costs. He p”om—sed t–at t–e
Un—ted States would –ave one m—ll—on elect”—c ve–—cles on
t–e ”oad by 2015 and would be 80% ”el—ant on "clean"
elect”—c—ty.[153][154]

As a cand—date fo” t–e Ill—no—s state senate Obama –ad sa—d
—n 1996 t–at –e favo”ed legal—z—ng same-sex ma””—age;[155]

but by t–e t—me of –—s ”un fo” t–e U.S. senate —n 2004, –e
sa—d t–at w–—le –e suppo”ted c—v—l un—ons and domest—c
pa”tne”s–—ps fo” same-sex pa”tne”s, fo” st”ateg—c ”easons
–e opposed same-sex ma””—ages.[156] On May 9, 2012,
s–o”tly afte” t–e oឹc—al launc– of –—s campa—gn fo” ”e-
elect—on as p”es—dent, Obama sa—d –—s v—ews –ad evolved,
and –e publ—cly aឹ”med –—s pe”sonal suppo”t fo” t–e le-
gal—zat—on of same-sexma””—age, becom—ng t–e ិ”st s—tt—ng
U.S. p”es—dent to do so.[157][158]

Du”—ng –—s second —naugu”al add”ess on Janua”y 21,
2013,[128] Obama called fo” full e“ual—ty fo” gay Ame”—-
cans: ནOu” jou”ney —s not complete unt—l ou” gay b”ot–e”s
and s—ste”s a”e t”eated l—ke anyone else unde” t–e law ཋ
fo” —f we a”e t”uly c”eated e“ual, t–en su”ely t–e love we
comm—t to one anot–e” must be e“ual as well.པ T–—s was
a –—sto”—c moment, be—ng t–e ិ”st t—me t–at a p”es—dent
ment—oned gay ”—g–ts o” t–e wo”d ནgayཔ —n an —naugu”al
add”ess.[159][160] In 2013 t–e Obama adm—n—st”at—on ិled
b”—efs w–—c– u”ged t–e Sup”eme Cou”t to ”ule —n favo” of
same-sex couples —n t–e cases of Hollingsworth v. Perry
(”ega”d—ng same-sex ma””—age)[161] and United States v.
Windsor (”ega”d—ng t–e Defense of Ma””—age Act).[162]

On Novembe” 10, 2014, P”es—dent Obama ”ecommended
t–e Fede”al Commun—cat—ons Comm—ss—on ”eclass—fy
b”oadband Inte”net se”v—ce as a telecommun—cat—ons se”-
v—ce —n o”de” to p”ese”ve net neut”al—ty.[163][164]

4.2.1 White House advisory and oversight groups

On Ma”c– 11, 2009, Obama c”eated t–e W–—te House
Counc—l on Women and G—”ls, w–—c– fo”ms pa”t of t–e
Oឹce of Inte”gove”nmental Aាa—”s, –av—ng been estab-
l—s–ed by Execut—ve O”de” 13506 w—t– a b”oad mandate
to adv—se –—m on —ssues ”elat—ng to t–e welfa”e of Ame”—-
can women and g—”ls.[165] T–eCounc—l —s cu””ently c–a—”ed
by Sen—o” Adv—so” to t–e P”es—dent Vale”—e Ja””ett.[166]

Obama also establ—s–ed t–e W–—te House Task Fo”ce to
P”otect Students f”om Sexual Assault t–”oug– an oឹc—al
Un—ted States gove”nment memo”andum on Janua”y 22,
2014 w—t– a b”oad mandate to adv—se –—m on —ssues ”elat-
—ng to sexual assault on college and un—ve”s—ty campuses
t–”oug–out t–e Un—ted States.[166][167][168] T–e cu””ent co-
c–a—”s of t–e Task Fo”ce a”e V—ce P”es—dent Joe B—den and
Ja””ett.[167] T–e Task Fo”ce –as been a development out
of t–e W–—te House Counc—l on Women and G—”ls and
Oឹce of t–e V—ce P”es—dent of t–e Un—ted States, and
p”—o” to t–at, t–e 1994 V—olence Aga—nst Women Act t–at
was ិ”st-d”afted by B—den.[169]

4.2.2 Economic policy

Ma—n a”t—cle: Econom—c pol—cy of Ba”ack Obama
On Feb”ua”y 17, 2009, Obama s—gned t–e Ame”—can

Obama presents his ણrst weekly address as President of the

United States on January 24, 2009, discussing the American Re-

covery and Reinvestment Act of 2009

Recove”y and Re—nvestment Act of 2009, a $787 b—l-
l—on econom—c st—mulus package a—med at –elp—ng t–e
economy ”ecove” f”om t–e deepen—ng wo”ldw—de ”eces-
s—on.[170] T–e act —ncludes —nc”eased fede”al spend—ng fo”
–ealt– ca”e, —nf”ast”uctu”e, educat—on, va”—ous tax b”eaks
and —ncent—ves, and d—”ect ass—stance to —nd—v—duals.[171]

In Ma”c–, Obama’s T”easu”y Sec”eta”y, T—mot–y Ge—t–-
ne”, took fu”t–e” steps to manage t–e ិnanc—al c”—s—s, —n-
clud—ng —nt”oduc—ng t–e Publ—c-P”—vate Investment P”o-
g”am fo” Legacy Assets, w–—c– conta—ns p”ov—s—ons fo”
buy—ng up to two t”—ll—on dolla”s —n dep”ec—ated ”eal es-
tate assets.[172] Obama —nte”vened —n t–e t”oubled au-
tomot—ve —ndust”y[173] —n Ma”c– 2009, ”enew—ng loans
fo” Gene”al Moto”s and C–”ysle” to cont—nue ope”at—ons
w–—le ”eo”gan—z—ng. Ove” t–e follow—ng mont–s t–eW–—te
House set te”ms fo” bot– ិ”ms’ bank”uptc—es, —nclud—ng
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t–e sale of C–”ysle” to Ital—an automake” F—at[174] and a
”eo”gan—zat—on of GM g—v—ng t–e U.S. gove”nment a tem-
po”a”y 60% e“u—ty stake —n t–e company, w—t– t–e Cana-
d—an gove”nment tak—ng a 12% stake.[175] In June 2009,
d—ssat—sិed w—t– t–e pace of econom—c st—mulus, Obama
called on –—s cab—net to accele”ate t–e —nvestment.[176]

He s—gned —nto law t–e Ca” Allowance Rebate System,
known collo“u—ally as ནCas– fo” Clunke”sཔ, t–at tem-
po”a”—ly boosted t–e economy.[177][178][179]

Deણcit and Debt increases 2001-2013

Spend—ng and loan gua”antees f”om t–e Fede”al Rese”ve
and t–e T”easu”y Depa”tment aut–o”—zed by t–e Bus–
and Obama adm—n—st”at—ons totaled about $11.5 t”—ll—on,
but only $3 t”—ll—on was spent by t–e end of Novembe”
2009.[180] Obama and t–e Cong”ess—onal Budget Oឹce
p”ed—cted t–e 2010 budget deិc—t would be $1.5 t”—ll—on
o” 10.6% of t–e nat—on’s g”oss domest—c p”oduct (GDP)
compa”ed to t–e 2009 deិc—t of $1.4 t”—ll—on o” 9.9%
of GDP.[181][182] Fo” 2011, t–e adm—n—st”at—on p”ed—cted
t–e deិc—t w—ll sl—g–tly s–”—nk to $1.34 t”—ll—on, w–—le t–e
10-yea” deិc—t w—ll —nc”ease to $8.53 t”—ll—on o” 90% of
GDP.[183] T–e most ”ecent —nc”ease —n t–e U.S. debt ce—l-
—ng to $17.2 t”—ll—on took eាect —n Feb”ua”y 2014.[184] On
August 2, 2011, afte” a lengt–y cong”ess—onal debate ove”
w–et–e” to ”a—se t–e nat—on’s debt l—m—t, Obama s—gned t–e
b—pa”t—san Budget Cont”ol Act of 2011. T–e leg—slat—on
enfo”ces l—m—ts on d—sc”et—ona”y spend—ng unt—l 2021, es-
tabl—s–es a p”ocedu”e to —nc”ease t–e debt l—m—t, c”eates
a Cong”ess—onal Jo—nt Select Comm—ttee on Deិc—t Re-
duct—on to p”opose fu”t–e” deិc—t ”educt—on w—t– a stated
goal of ac–—ev—ng at least $1.5 t”—ll—on —n budgeta”y sav-
—ngs ove” 10 yea”s, and establ—s–es automat—c p”ocedu”es
fo” ”educ—ng spend—ng by as muc– as $1.2 t”—ll—on —f leg-
—slat—on o”—g—nat—ng w—t– t–e new jo—nt select comm—ttee
does not ac–—eve suc– sav—ngs.[185] By pass—ng t–e leg—s-
lat—on, Cong”ess was able to p”event a U.S. gove”nment
default on —ts obl—gat—ons.[186]

As —t d—d t–”oug–out 2008, t–e unemployment ”ate ”ose
—n 2009, ”eac–—ng a peak —n Octobe” at 10.0% and av-
e”ag—ng 10.0% —n t–e fou”t– “ua”te”. Follow—ng a de-
c”ease to 9.7% —n t–e ិ”st “ua”te” of 2010, t–e unem-
ployment ”ate fell to 9.6% —n t–e second “ua”te”, w–e”e

Employment statistics (changes in unemployment rate and net

jobs per month) during Obama’s tenure as U.S. President[187][188]

—t ”ema—ned fo” t–e ”est of t–e yea”.[189] Between Feb”u-
a”y and Decembe” 2010, employment ”ose by 0.8%,
w–—c– was less t–an t–e ave”age of 1.9% expe”—enced
du”—ng compa”able pe”—ods —n t–e past fou” employment
”ecove”—es.[190] By Novembe” 2012, t–e unemployment
”ate fell to 7.7%,[191] dec”eas—ng to 6.7% —n t–e last mont–
of 2013.[192] Du”—ng 2014, t–e unemployment ”ate con-
t—nued to decl—ne, fall—ng to 6.3% —n t–e ិ”st “ua”te”.[193]

GDP g”owt– ”etu”ned —n t–e t–—”d “ua”te” of 2009, ex-
pand—ng at a ”ate of 1.6%, followed by a 5.0% —nc”ease —n
t–e fou”t– “ua”te”.[194] G”owt– cont—nued —n 2010, post-
—ng an —nc”ease of 3.7% —n t–e ិ”st “ua”te”, w—t– lesse”
ga—ns t–”oug–out t–e ”est of t–e yea”.[194] In July 2010,
t–e Fede”al Rese”ve noted t–at econom—c act—v—ty cont—n-
ued to —nc”ease, but —ts pace –ad slowed, and c–a—”man
Ben Be”nanke sa—d t–e econom—c outlook was ནunusually
unce”ta—nཔ.[195] Ove”all, t–e economy expanded at a ”ate
of 2.9% —n 2010.[196]

T–e Cong”ess—onal Budget Oឹce and a b”oad ”ange
of econom—sts c”ed—t Obama’s st—mulus plan fo” eco-
nom—c g”owt–.[197][198] T–e CBO ”eleased a ”epo”t stat-
—ng t–at t–e st—mulus b—ll —nc”eased employment by 1ཊ
2.1 m—ll—on,[198][199][200][201] w–—le conced—ng t–at ནIt —s
—mposs—ble to dete”m—ne –ow many of t–e ”epo”ted
jobs would –ave ex—sted —n t–e absence of t–e st—mulus
package.པ[197] Alt–oug– an Ap”—l 2010 su”vey of mem-
be”s of t–e Nat—onal Assoc—at—on fo” Bus—ness Econom—cs
s–owed an —nc”ease —n job c”eat—on (ove” a s—m—la” Janua”y
su”vey) fo” t–e ិ”st t—me —n two yea”s, 73% of 68 ”espon-
dents bel—eved t–at t–e st—mulus b—ll –as –ad no —mpact on
employment.[202]

W—t–—n a mont– of t–e 2010 m—dte”m elect—ons, Obama
announced a comp”om—se deal w—t– t–e Cong”ess—onal
Republ—can leade”s–—p t–at —ncluded a tempo”a”y, two-
yea” extens—on of t–e 2001 and 2003 —ncome tax ”ates,
a one-yea” pay”oll tax ”educt—on, cont—nuat—on of unem-
ployment beneិts, and a new ”ate and exempt—on amount
fo” estate taxes.[203] T–e comp”om—se ove”came oppos—-
t—on f”om some —n bot– pa”t—es, and t–e ”esult—ng $858 b—l-
l—on Tax Rel—ef, Unemployment Insu”ance Reaut–o”—za-
t—on, and Job C”eat—on Act of 2010 passed w—t– b—pa”t—-
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san majo”—t—es —n bot– –ouses of Cong”ess befo”e Obama
s—gned —t on Decembe” 17, 2010.[204]

In Decembe” 2013, Obama decla”ed t–at g”ow—ng —ncome
—ne“ual—ty —s a ནdeិn—ng c–allenge of ou” t—meཔ and called
on Cong”ess to bolste” t–e safety net and ”a—se wages.
T–—s came on t–e –eels of t–e nat—onw—de st”—kes of fast-
food wo”ke”s and Pope F”anc—s' c”—t—c—sm of —ne“ual—ty
and t”—ckle-down econom—cs.[205]

4.2.3 Environmental policy

See also: Cl—mate c–ange pol—cy of t–e Un—ted States
On Ap”—l 20, 2010, an explos—on dest”oyed an oាs–o”e

Obama at a 2010 brieણng on the BP Oil Spill at the Coast Guard

Station Venice in Venice, Louisiana

d”—ll—ng ”—g at t–e Macondo P”ospect —n t–e Gulf of Mex-
—co, caus—ng a majo” susta—ned o—l leak. T–e well’s op-
e”ato”, BP, —n—t—ated a conta—nment and cleanup plan,
and began d”—ll—ng two ”el—ef wells —ntended to stop t–e
ីow. Obama v—s—ted t–e Gulf on May 2 among v—s—ts
by membe”s of –—s cab—net, and aga—n on May 28 and
June 4. On May 22, –e announced a fede”al —nvest—ga-
t—on and fo”med a b—pa”t—san comm—ss—on to ”ecommend
new safety standa”ds, afte” a ”ev—ew by Sec”eta”y of t–e
Inte”—o” Ken Salaza” and concu””ent Cong”ess—onal –ea”-
—ngs. On May 27, –e announced a s—x-mont– mo”ato”—um
on new deepwate” d”—ll—ng pe”m—ts and leases, pend—ng
”egulato”y ”ev—ew.[206] As mult—ple eាo”ts by BP fa—led,
some —n t–e med—a and publ—c exp”essed confus—on and
c”—t—c—sm ove” va”—ous aspects of t–e —nc—dent, and stated
a des—”e fo” mo”e —nvolvement by Obama and t–e fede”al
gove”nment.[207]

In July 2013, Obama exp”essed ”ese”vat—ons and stated
–e ནwould ”eject t–e Keystone XL p—pel—ne —f —t —nc”eased
ca”bon pollut—onཔ o” ནg”een–ouse em—ss—onsཔ.[208][209]

Obama’s adv—se”s called fo” a –alt to pet”oleum explo-
”at—on —n t–e A”ct—c —n Janua”y 2013.[210] On Feb”ua”y
24, 2015, Obama vetoed a b—ll t–at would aut–o”—ze t–e
p—pel—ne.[211] It was t–e t–—”d veto of Obama’s p”es—dency
and –—s ិ”st majo” veto.[212]

4.2.4 Health care reform

Ma—n a”t—cle: Healt– ca”e ”efo”m —n t–e Un—ted States
Obama called fo” Cong”ess to pass leg—slat—on ”efo”m—ng

Obama signs the Patient Protection and Aઢordable Care Act at

the White House, March 23, 2010

–ealt– ca”e —n t–e Un—ted States, a key campa—gn p”om—se
and a top leg—slat—ve goal.[213] He p”oposed an expans—on
of –ealt– —nsu”ance cove”age to cove” t–e un—nsu”ed, to
cap p”em—um —nc”eases, and to allow people to ”eta—n t–e—”
cove”age w–en t–ey leave o” c–ange jobs. H—s p”oposal
was to spend $900 b—ll—on ove” 10 yea”s and —nclude a
gove”nment —nsu”ance plan, also known as t–e publ—c op-
t—on, to compete w—t– t–e co”po”ate —nsu”ance secto” as a
ma—n component to lowe”—ng costs and —mp”ov—ng “ual—ty
of –ealt– ca”e. It would also make —t —llegal fo” —nsu”-
e”s to d”op s—ck people o” deny t–em cove”age fo” p”e-
ex—st—ng cond—t—ons, and ”e“u—”e eve”y Ame”—can to ca””y
–ealt– cove”age. T–e plan also —ncludes med—cal spend—ng
cuts and taxes on —nsu”ance compan—es t–at oាe” expen-
s—ve plans.[214][215]

On July 14, 2009, House Democ”at—c leade”s —nt”oduced
a 1,017-page plan fo” ove”–aul—ng t–e U.S. –ealt– ca”e
system, w–—c– Obama wanted Cong”ess to app”ove by t–e
end of 2009.[213] Afte” muc– publ—c debate du”—ng t–e
Cong”ess—onal summe” ”ecess of 2009, Obama del—ve”ed
a speec– to a jo—nt sess—on of Cong”ess on Septembe” 9
w–e”e –e add”essed conce”ns ove” t–e p”oposals.[216] In
Ma”c– 2009, Obama l—fted a ban on us—ng fede”al funds
fo” stem cell ”esea”c–.[217]

On Novembe” 7, 2009, a –ealt– ca”e b—ll featu”—ng t–e
publ—c opt—on was passed —n t–e House.[218][219] On De-
cembe” 24, 2009, t–e Senate passed —ts own b—llཋw—t–out
a publ—c opt—onཋon a pa”ty-l—ne vote of 60ཊ39.[220] On
Ma”c– 21, 2010, t–e Pat—ent P”otect—on and Aាo”dable
Ca”e Act (ACA) passed by t–e Senate —n Decembe” was
passed —n t–e House by a vote of 219 to 212.[221] Obama
s—gned t–e b—ll —nto law on Ma”c– 23, 2010.[222]

T–e ACA —ncludes –ealt–-”elated p”ov—s—ons to take eាect
ove” fou” yea”s, —nclud—ng expand—ng Med—ca—d el—g—b—l—ty
fo” people mak—ng up to 133% of t–e fede”al pove”ty level
(FPL) sta”t—ng —n 2014,[223] subs—d—z—ng —nsu”ance p”em—-
ums fo” people mak—ng up to 400% of t–e FPL ($88,000
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Maximum Out-of-Pocket Premium as Percentage of Family In-

come and federal poverty level, under Patient Protection and Af-

fordable Care Act, starting in 2014 (Source: CRS)

fo” fam—ly of fou” —n 2010) so t–e—” max—mum ནout-of-
pocketཔ payment fo” annual p”em—ums w—ll be f”om 2 to
9.5% of —ncome,[224][225] p”ov—d—ng —ncent—ves fo” bus—-
nesses to p”ov—de –ealt– ca”e beneិts, p”o–—b—t—ng den—al
of cove”age and den—al of cla—ms based on p”e-ex—st—ng
cond—t—ons, establ—s–—ng –ealt– —nsu”ance exc–anges, p”o-
–—b—t—ng annual cove”age caps, and suppo”t fo” med—cal
”esea”c–. Acco”d—ng to W–—te House and Cong”ess—onal
Budget Oឹce ិgu”es, t–e max—mum s–a”e of —ncome t–at
en”ollees would –ave to pay would va”y depend—ng on
t–e—” —ncome ”elat—ve to t–e fede”al pove”ty level.[224][226]

T–e costs of t–ese p”ov—s—ons a”e oាset by taxes, fees,
and cost-sav—ng measu”es, suc– as new Med—ca”e taxes
fo” t–ose —n –—g–-—ncome b”ackets, taxes on —ndoo” tan-
n—ng, cuts to t–e Med—ca”e Advantage p”og”am —n favo”
of t”ad—t—onal Med—ca”e, and fees on med—cal dev—ces and
p–a”maceut—cal compan—es;[227] t–e”e —s also a tax penalty
fo” t–ose w–o do not obta—n –ealt– —nsu”ance, unless t–ey
a”e exempt due to low —ncome o” ot–e” ”easons.[228] In
Ma”c– 2010, t–e Cong”ess—onal Budget Oឹce est—mated
t–at t–e net eាect of bot– laws w—ll be a ”educt—on —n t–e
fede”al deិc—t by $143 b—ll—on ove” t–e ិ”st decade.[229]

T–e law faced seve”al legal c–allenges, p”—ma”—ly based on
t–e a”gument t–at an —nd—v—dual mandate ”e“u—”—ng Ame”-
—cans to buy –ealt– —nsu”ance was unconst—tut—onal. On
June 28, 2012, t–e Sup”eme Cou”t ”uled by a 5ཊ4 vote
—n National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebe-
lius t–at t–e Comme”ce Clause does not allow t–e gove”n-
ment to ”e“u—”e people to buy –ealt– —nsu”ance, but t–e
mandate was const—tut—onal unde” t–e US Cong”ess’s tax-
—ng aut–o”—ty.[230] In Burwell v. Hobby Lobby t–e Cou”t
”uled t–at ནclosely-–eldཔ fo”-p”oិt co”po”at—ons could be
exempt on ”el—g—ous g”ounds unde” t–e Rel—g—ous F”ee-
dom Resto”at—on Act f”om ”egulat—ons adopted unde” t–e
ACA t–at would –ave ”e“u—”ed t–em to pay fo” —nsu”ance
t–at cove”ed ce”ta—n cont”acept—ves.

4.2.5 Energy policy

Ma—n a”t—cle: Ene”gy pol—cy of t–e Obama adm—n—st”at—on

P”—o” to June 2014, Obama oាe”ed substant—al suppo”t fo”
a b”oadly based ནAll of t–e aboveཔ app”oac– to domest—c
ene”gy pol—cy w–—c– Obama –as ma—nta—ned s—nce –—s ិ”st
te”m and w–—c– –e last conិ”med at –—s State of t–e Un—on
speec– —n Janua”y 2014 to a m—xed ”ecept—on by bot–
pa”t—es. In June 2014, Obama made —nd—cat—ons t–at –—s
adm—n—st”at—on would cons—de” a s–—ft towa”ds an ene”gy
pol—cy mo”e closely tuned to t–e manufactu”—ng —ndust”y
and —ts —mpact on t–e domest—c economy.[231] Obama’s ap-
p”oac– of select—vely comb—n—ng ”egulat—on and —ncent—ve
to va”—ous —ssues —n t–e domest—c ene”gy pol—cy suc– as
coal m—n—ng and o—l f”ack—ng –as ”ece—vedm—xed commen-
ta”y fo” not be—ng as ”espons—ve to t–e needs of t–e domes-
t—c manufactu”—ng secto” as needed, follow—ng cla—ms t–at
t–e domest—c manufactu”—ng secto” ut—l—zes as muc– as a
t–—”d of nat—on’s ava—lable ene”gy ”esou”ces.[232][233]

4.2.6 Gun control

President Obama visiting victims of a shooting at University of

Colorado Hospital on July 22, 2012

On Janua”y 16, 2013, one mont– afte” t–e Sandy Hook
Elementa”y Sc–ool s–oot—ng, P”es—dent Obama s—gned
23 execut—ve o”de”s and outl—ned a se”—es of sweep—ng
p”oposals ”ega”d—ng gun cont”ol.[234] He u”ged Cong”ess
to ”e—nt”oduce an exp—”ed ban on m—l—ta”y-style assault
weapons, suc– as t–ose used —n seve”al ”ecent mass s–oot-
—ngs, —mpose l—m—ts on ammun—t—on magaz—nes to 10
”ounds, —nt”oduce backg”ound c–ecks on all gun sales,
pass a ban on possess—on and sale of a”mo”-p—e”c—ng bul-
lets, —nt”oduce –a”s–e” penalt—es fo” gun-t”aឹcke”s, es-
pec—ally unl—censed deale”s w–o buy a”ms fo” c”—m—nals
and app”ov—ng t–e appo—ntment of t–e –ead of t–e fede”al
Bu”eau of Alco–ol, Tobacco, F—”ea”ms and Explos—ves fo”
t–e ិ”st t—me s—nce 2006.[235]
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4.2.7 2010 midterm elections

Ma—n a”t—cles: Un—ted States House of Rep”esentat—ves
elect—ons, 2010 and Un—ted States Senate elect—ons, 2010

Obama called t–e Novembe” 2, 2010 elect—on, w–e”e
t–e Democ”at—c Pa”ty lost 63 seats —n, and cont”ol of,
t–e House of Rep”esentat—ves,[236] ན–umbl—ngཔ and a
ནs–ellack—ngཔ.[237] He sa—d t–at t–e ”esults came because
not enoug– Ame”—cans –ad felt t–e eាects of t–e eco-
nom—c ”ecove”y.[238]

4.3 Foreign policy

Ma—n a”t—cle: Fo”e—gn pol—cy of t–e Ba”ack Obama ad-
m—n—st”at—on
In Feb”ua”y and Ma”c– 2009, V—ce P”es—dent Joe B—den

Obama speaking on "A New Beginning" at Cairo University on

June 4, 2009

and Sec”eta”y of State H—lla”y Rod–amCl—ntonmade sep-
a”ate ove”seas t”—ps to announce a ནnew e”aཔ —n U.S. fo”-
e—gn ”elat—ons w—t– Russ—a and Eu”ope, us—ng t–e te”ms
ནb”eakཔ and ན”esetཔ to s—gnal majo” c–anges f”om t–e
pol—c—es of t–e p”eced—ng adm—n—st”at—on.[239] Obama at-
tempted to ”eac– out to A”ab leade”s by g”ant—ng –—s ិ”st

—nte”v—ew to an A”ab cable TV netwo”k, Al A”ab—ya.[240]

OnMa”c– 19, Obama cont—nued –—s out”eac– to t–e Mus-
l—m wo”ld, ”eleas—ng a New Yea”’s v—deo message to t–e
people and gove”nment of I”an.[241][242] In Ap”—l, Obama
gave a speec– —n Anka”a, Tu”key, w–—c– was well ”ece—ved
bymanyA”ab gove”nments.[243] On June 4, 2009, Obama
del—ve”ed a speec– at Ca—”o Un—ve”s—ty —n Egypt call—ng
fo” "A New Beg—nn—ng" —n ”elat—ons between t–e Islam—c
wo”ld and t–e Un—ted States and p”omot—ng M—ddle East
peace.[244]

On June 26, 2009, —n ”esponse to t–e I”an—an gove”n-
ment’s act—ons towa”ds p”oteste”s follow—ng I”an’s 2009
p”es—dent—al elect—on, Obama sa—d: ནT–e v—olence pe”pe-
t”ated aga—nst t–em —s out”ageous. We see —t and we con-
demn —t.པ[245] On July 7, w–—le —n Moscow, –e ”esponded
to a V—ce P”es—dent B—den comment on a poss—ble Is”ael—
m—l—ta”y st”—ke on I”an by say—ng: ནWe –ave sa—d d—”ectly
to t–e Is”ael—s t–at —t —s —mpo”tant to t”y and ”esolve t–—s
—n an —nte”nat—onal sett—ng —n a way t–at does not c”eate
majo” conី—ct —n t–e M—ddle East.པ[246]

On Septembe” 24, 2009, Obama became t–e ិ”st s—tt—ng
U.S. p”es—dent to p”es—de ove” a meet—ng of t–e Un—ted
Nat—ons Secu”—ty Counc—l.[247]

In Ma”c– 2010, Obama took a publ—c stance aga—nst
plans by t–e gove”nment of Is”ael— P”—me M—n—ste”
Benjam—n Netanya–u to cont—nue bu—ld—ng Jew—s– –ous—ng
p”ojects —n p”edom—nantly A”ab ne—g–bo”–oods of East
Je”usalem.[248][249] Du”—ng t–e samemont–, an ag”eement
was ”eac–ed w—t– t–e adm—n—st”at—on of Russ—an P”es—dent
Dm—t”y Medvedev to ”eplace t–e 1991 St”ateg—c A”ms
Reduct—on T”eaty w—t– a new pact ”educ—ng t–e numbe”
of long-”ange nuclea” weapons —n t–e a”senals of bot–
count”—es by about one-t–—”d.[250] Obama and Medvedev
s—gned t–e New START t”eaty —n Ap”—l 2010, and t–e U.S.
Senate ”at—ិed —t —n Decembe” 2010.[251]

In Decembe” 2011, Obama —nst”ucted agenc—es to con-
s—de” LGBT ”—g–ts w–en —ssu—ng ិnanc—al a—d to fo”e—gn
count”—es.[252] He c”—t—c—zed Russ—a’s law d—sc”—m—nat—ng
aga—nst gays —n August 2013,[253] stopp—ng s–o”t of ad-
vocat—ng a boycott of t–e 2014 W—nte” Olymp—cs –eld —n
Soc–—, Russ—a.[254]

In Decembe” 2014, Obama announced t–at –e —ntended
to no”mal—ze ”elat—ons–—ps between Cuba and t–e Un—ted
States.[255]

4.3.1 Iraq

Ma—n a”t—cle: I”a“ Wa”

On Feb”ua”y 27, 2009, Obama announced t–at combat
ope”at—ons —n I”a“ would end w—t–—n 18 mont–s. H—s ”e-
ma”ks we”e made to a g”oup of Ma”—nes p”epa”—ng fo”
deployment to Afg–an—stan. Obama sa—d, ནLet me say
t–—s as pla—nly as I can: by August 31, 2010, ou” combat
m—ss—on —n I”a“ w—ll end.པ[256] T–e Obama adm—n—st”at—on
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sc–eduled t–e w—t–d”awal of combat t”oops to be com-
pleted by August 2010, dec”eas—ng t”oop’s levels f”om
142,000 w–—le leav—ng a t”ans—t—onal fo”ce of about 50,000
—n I”a“ unt—l t–e end of 2011. On August 19, 2010, t–e
last U.S. combat b”—gade ex—ted I”a“. Rema—n—ng t”oops
t”ans—t—oned f”om combat ope”at—ons to counte”-te””o”—sm
and t–e t”a—n—ng, e“u—pp—ng, and adv—s—ng of I”a“— se-
cu”—ty fo”ces.[257][258] On August 31, 2010, Obama an-
nounced t–at t–e Un—ted States combat m—ss—on —n I”a“
was ove”.[259] On Octobe” 21, 2011 P”es—dent Obama an-
nounced t–at all U.S. t”oops would leave I”a“ —n t—me to
be ན–ome fo” t–e –ol—daysཔ.[260]

In June 2014, am—d te””—to”—al ga—ns made by t–e Islam—c
State of I”a“ and t–e Levant follow—ng t–e U.S. w—t–-
d”awal —n 2011, Obama sent 275 t”oops to p”ov—de sup-
po”t and secu”—ty fo” U.S. pe”sonnel and t–e U.S. Em-
bassy —n Bag–dad.[261]

Meeting with British Prime Minister David Cameron during the

2010 G-20 Toronto summit

4.3.2 War in Afghanistan

Ma—n a”t—cle: Wa” —n Afg–an—stan (2001ཊp”esent)

Ea”ly —n –—s p”es—dency, Obama moved to bolste” U.S.
t”oop st”engt– —n Afg–an—stan.[262] He announced an —n-
c”ease to U.S. t”oop levels of 17,000 —n Feb”ua”y 2009
to ནstab—l—ze a dete”—o”at—ng s—tuat—on —n Afg–an—stanཔ, an
a”ea –e sa—d –ad not ”ece—ved t–e ནst”ateg—c attent—on, d—-
”ect—on and ”esou”ces —t u”gently ”e“u—”esཔ.[263] He ”e-
placed t–e m—l—ta”y commande” —n Afg–an—stan, Gene”al
Dav—d D. McK—e”nan, w—t– fo”me” Spec—al Fo”ces com-
mande” Lt. Gen. Stanley A. McC–”ystal —n May 2009,
—nd—cat—ng t–at McC–”ystal’s Spec—al Fo”ces expe”—ence
would fac—l—tate t–e use of counte”—nsu”gency tact—cs —n t–e
wa”.[264] On Decembe” 1, 2009, Obama announced t–e
deployment of an add—t—onal 30,000 m—l—ta”y pe”sonnel to
Afg–an—stan and p”oposed to beg—n t”oop w—t–d”awals 18
mont–s f”om t–at date;[265] t–—s took place —n July 2011.
Dav—d Pet”aeus ”eplaced McC–”ystal —n June 2010, afte”
McC–”ystal’s staា c”—t—c—zed W–—te House pe”sonnel —n a
magaz—ne a”t—cle.[266] In Feb”ua”y 2013 Obama sa—d t–e
U.S. m—l—ta”y would ”educe t–e t”oop level —n Afg–an—stan

f”om 68,000 to 34,000 US t”oops by Feb”ua”y 2014.[267]

4.3.3 Israel

Obama meeting with Israeli President Shimon Peres, 2009

In June 2012, Obama sa—d t–at t–e bond between t–e
Un—ted States and Is”ael —s ནunb”eakable.པ[268] Du”—ng t–e
—n—t—al yea”s of t–e Obama adm—n—st”at—on, t–e U.S. —n-
c”eased m—l—ta”y coope”at—on w—t– Is”ael, —nclud—ng —n-
c”eased m—l—ta”y a—d, ”e-establ—s–ment of t–e U.S.-Is”ael—
Jo—nt Pol—t—cal M—l—ta”y G”oup and t–e Defense Pol—cy Ad-
v—so”y G”oup, and an —nc”ease —n v—s—ts among –—g–-level
m—l—ta”y oឹc—als of bot– count”—es.[269] T–e Obama ad-
m—n—st”at—on asked Cong”ess to allocate money towa”d
fund—ng t–e I”on Dome p”og”am —n ”esponse to t–e waves
of Palest—n—an ”ocket attacks on Is”ael.[270]

In 2011, t–e Un—ted States vetoed a Secu”—ty Counc—l ”es-
olut—on condemn—ng Is”ael— settlements, w—t– t–e Un—ted
States be—ng t–e only nat—on to do so.[271] Obama suppo”ts
t–e two-state solut—on to t–e A”abཊIs”ael— conី—ct based
on t–e 1967 bo”de”s w—t– land swaps.[272]

In 2013, one jou”nal—st ”epo”ted t–at, —n Obama’s v—ew,
ནw—t– eac– new settlement announcement, Netanya–u
—s mov—ng –—s count”y down a pat– towa”d nea”-total
—solat—on.པ[273]

4.3.4 War in Libya

Ma—n a”t—cle: 2011 m—l—ta”y —nte”vent—on —n L—bya

In Ma”c– 2011, as fo”ces loyal to Muamma” Gaddaិ
advanced on ”ebels ac”oss L—bya, calls fo” a no-ីy
zone came f”om a”ound t–e wo”ld, —nclud—ng Eu”ope,
t–e A”ab League, and a ”esolut—on[274] passed unan—-
mously by t–e U.S. Senate.[275] In ”esponse to t–e unan—-
mous passage of Un—ted Nat—ons Secu”—ty Counc—l Res-
olut—on 1973 on Ma”c– 17, Gaddaិཋw–o –ad p”e-
v—ously vowed to ནs–ow no me”cyཔ to t–e ”ebels of
Beng–az—[276]ཋannounced an —mmed—ate cessat—on of
m—l—ta”y act—v—t—es,[277] yet ”epo”ts came —n t–at –—s fo”ces
cont—nued s–ell—ng M—s”ata. T–e next day, on Obama’s
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o”de”s, t–e U.S. m—l—ta”y took pa”t —n a—” st”—kes to de-
st”oy t–e L—byan gove”nment’s a—” defense capab—l—t—es to
p”otect c—v—l—ans and enfo”ce a no-ីy-zone,[278] —nclud—ng
t–e use of Toma–awk m—ss—les, B-2 Sp—”—ts, and ិg–te”
jets.[279][280][281] S—x days late”, on Ma”c– 25, by unan-
—mous vote of all of —ts 28 membe”s, NATO took ove”
leade”s–—p of t–e eាo”t, dubbed Ope”at—on Un—ិed P”o-
tecto”.[282] Some Rep”esentat—ves[283] “uest—oned w–et–e”
Obama –ad t–e const—tut—onal aut–o”—ty to o”de” m—l—ta”y
act—on —n add—t—on to “uest—on—ng —ts cost, st”uctu”e and
afte”mat–.[284][285]

4.3.5 Osama bin Laden

Ma—n a”t—cle: Deat– of Osama b—n Laden
Sta”t—ng w—t– —nfo”mat—on ”ece—ved —n July 2010, —n-

President Barack Obama along with members of the national

security team, receive an update on Operation Neptune’s Spear,

in the White House Situation Room, May 1, 2011. See also: The

Situation Room (photograph)

tell—gence developed by t–e CIA ove” t–e next seve”al
mont–s dete”m—ned w–at t–ey bel—eved to be t–e locat—on
of Osama b—n Laden —n a la”ge compound —n Abbottabad,
Pak—stan, a subu”ban a”ea 35 m—les f”om Islamabad.[286]

CIA –ead Leon Panetta ”epo”ted t–—s —ntell—gence to P”es-
—dent Obama —n Ma”c– 2011.[286] Meet—ng w—t– –—s na-
t—onal secu”—ty adv—se”s ove” t–e cou”se of t–e next s—x
weeks, Obama ”ejected a plan to bomb t–e compound,
and aut–o”—zed a ནsu”g—cal ”a—dཔ to be conducted by
Un—ted States Navy SEALs.[286] T–e ope”at—on took place
on May 1, 2011, ”esult—ng —n t–e deat– of b—n Laden
and t–e se—zu”e of pape”s, compute” d”—ves and d—sks
f”om t–e compound.[287][288] DNA test—ng —dent—ិed b—n
Laden’s body,[289] w–—c– was bu”—ed at sea seve”al –ou”s
late”.[290] W—t–—n m—nutes of t–e P”es—dent’s announce-
ment f”om Was–—ngton, DC, late —n t–e even—ng on May
1, t–e”e we”e spontaneous celeb”at—ons a”ound t–e coun-
t”y as c”owds gat–e”ed outs—de t–e W–—te House, and at
NewYo”k C—ty’s G”ound Ze”o and T—mes S“ua”e.[287][291]

React—on to t–e announcement was pos—t—ve ac”oss pa”ty
l—nes, —nclud—ng f”om fo”me” p”es—dents B—ll Cl—nton and
Geo”ge W. Bus–,[292] and f”om many count”—es a”ound
t–e wo”ld.[293]

5 Cultural and political image

Ma—n a”t—cle: Publ—c —mage of Ba”ack Obama
See also: Inte”nat—onal med—a ”eact—on to t–e Un—ted
States p”es—dent—al elect—on, 2008 and Inte”nat—onal ”eac-
t—ons to t–e Un—ted States p”es—dent—al elect—on, 2012
Obama’s fam—ly –—sto”y, upb”—ng—ng, and Ivy League ed-

Obama’s ણrst term presidential portrait (2009)

ucat—on d—ាe” ma”kedly f”om t–ose of Af”—can-Ame”—can
pol—t—c—ans w–o launc–ed t–e—” ca”ee”s —n t–e 1960s
t–”oug– pa”t—c—pat—on —n t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts movement.[294]

Exp”ess—ng puzzlement ove” “uest—ons about w–et–e” –e
—s ནblack enoug–,པ Obama told an August 2007 meet-
—ng of t–e Nat—onal Assoc—at—on of Black Jou”nal—sts t–at
ནwe'”e st—ll locked —n t–—s not—on t–at —f you appeal to
w–—te folks t–en t–e”e must be somet–—ng w”ong.པ[295]

Obama acknowledged –—s yout–ful —mage —n an Octobe”
2007 campa—gn speec–, say—ng: ནI wouldn't be –e”e —f,
t—me and aga—n, t–e to”c– –ad not been passed to a new
gene”at—on.པ[296]

Obama —s f”e“uently ”efe””ed to as an except—onal
o”ato”.[297] Du”—ng –—s p”e-—naugu”at—on t”ans—t—on pe”—od
and cont—nu—ng —nto –—s p”es—dency, Obama –as del—ve”ed
a se”—es of weekly Inte”net v—deo add”esses.[298]

Acco”d—ng to t–e Gallup O”gan—zat—on, Obama began
–—s p”es—dency w—t– a 68% app”oval ”at—ng[300] befo”e
g”adually decl—n—ng fo” t–e ”est of t–e yea”, and even-
tually bottom—ng out at 41% —n August 2010,[301] a
t”end s—m—la” to Ronald Reagan’s and B—ll Cl—nton's
ិ”st yea”s —n oឹce.[302] He expe”—enced a small poll
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Obama conducting the ણrst completely virtual interview from the

White House in 2012[299]

bounce s–o”tly afte” Osama b—n Laden’s deat– on May
2, 2011. T–—s bounce lasted unt—l a”ound June 2011,
w–en –—s app”oval numbe”s d”opped back to w–e”e t–ey
we”e p”ev—ously.[303][304] H—s app”oval ”at—ngs ”ebounded
a”ound t–e same t—me as –—s ”eelect—on —n 2012, w—t–
polls s–ow—ng an ave”age job app”oval of 52% s–o”tly
afte” –—s second —naugu”at—on.[305] Desp—te –—m d”opp—ng
to 39% —n –—s app”oval ”at—ngs —n late-2013 due to t–e
ACA ”oll-out, –e –as cl—mbed to 50% —n late Janua”y
2015 acco”d—ng to t–e Gallup O”gan—zat—on.[306] Polls
s–ow st”ong suppo”t fo” Obama —n ot–e” count”—es,[307]

and befo”e be—ng elected P”es—dent –e met w—t– p”om—-
nent fo”e—gn ិgu”es —nclud—ng fo”me” B”—t—s– P”—me M—n-
—ste” Tony Bla—”,[308] Italy’s Democ”at—c Pa”ty leade” and
Mayo” of Rome Walte” Velt”on—,[309] and F”enc– P”es—-
dent N—colas Sa”kozy.[310]

In a Feb”ua”y 2009 poll conducted —n Weste”n Eu”ope
and t–e U.S. by Ha””—s Inte”act—ve fo” F”ance 24 and
t–e International Herald Tribune, Obama was ”ated as
t–e most ”espected wo”ld leade”, as well as t–e most
powe”ful.[311] In a s—m—la” poll conducted by Ha””—s —n
May 2009, Obama was ”ated as t–e most popula” wo”ld
leade”, as well as t–e one ិgu”e most people would p—n
t–e—” –opes on fo” pull—ng t–e wo”ld out of t–e econom—c
downtu”n.[312][313]

G8 leaders watching the 2012 UEFA Champions League Final

Obama won Best Spoken Wo”d Album G”ammy Awa”ds
fo” ab”—dged aud—obook ve”s—ons of Dreams from My Fa-

ther —n Feb”ua”y 2006 and fo” The Audacity of Hope

—n Feb”ua”y 2008.[314] H—s concess—on speec– afte” t–e
New Hamps–—”e p”—ma”y was set to mus—c by —ndepen-
dent a”t—sts as t–e mus—c v—deo "Yes We Can", w–—c– was
v—ewed 10m—ll—on t—mes on YouTube —n —ts ិ”st mont–[315]

and ”ece—ved a Dayt—me Emmy Awa”d.[316] In Decem-
be” 2008 and —n 2012, Time magaz—ne named Obama
as —ts Pe”son of t–e Yea”.[317] T–e 2008 awa”d—ng was
fo” –—s –—sto”—c cand—dacy and elect—on, w–—c– T—me de-
sc”—bed as ནt–e steady ma”c– of seem—ngly —mposs—ble
accompl—s–mentsཔ.[318] On May 25, 2011, Obama be-
came t–e ិ”st P”es—dent of t–e Un—ted States to add”ess
bot– –ouses of t–e UK Pa”l—ament —n Westm—nste” Hall,
London. T–—s was only t–e 5t– occu””ence s—nce t–e sta”t
of t–e 20t– centu”y, of a –ead of state be—ng extended t–—s
—nv—tat—on, follow—ng C–a”les de Gaulle —n 1960, Nelson
Mandela —n 1996, Queen El—zabet– II —n 2002 and Pope
Bened—ct XVI —n 2010.[319][320]

On Octobe” 9, 2009, t–e No”weg—an Nobel Com-
m—ttee announced t–at Obama –ad won t–e 2009
Nobel Peace P”—ze ནfo” –—s ext”ao”d—na”y eាo”ts to
st”engt–en —nte”nat—onal d—plomacy and coope”at—on be-
tween peoplesཔ.[321] Obama accepted t–—s awa”d —n Oslo,
No”way on Decembe” 10, 2009, w—t– ནdeep g”at—tude
and g”eat –um—l—ty.པ[322] T–e awa”d d”ew a m—xtu”e
of p”a—se and c”—t—c—sm f”om wo”ld leade”s and me-
d—a ិgu”es.[323][324][325][326][327][328][329] Obama’s peace
p”—ze was called a ནstunn—ng su”p”—seཔ by The New York

Times.[330] Obama —s t–e fou”t– U.S. p”es—dent to be
awa”ded t–e Nobel Peace P”—ze and t–e t–—”d to become
a Nobel lau”eate w–—le —n oឹce.[331]

6 Family and personal life

Ma—n a”t—cle: Fam—ly of Ba”ack Obama
In a 2006 —nte”v—ew, Obama –—g–l—g–ted t–e d—ve”s—ty

Obama posing in the Green Room of the White House with wife

Michelle and daughters Sasha and Malia in 2009

of –—s extended fam—ly: ནIt’s l—ke a l—ttle m—n—-Un—ted
Nat—onsཔ, –e sa—d. ནI've got ”elat—ves w–o look l—ke
Be”n—e Mac, and I've got ”elat—ves w–o look l—ke Ma”ga”et
T–atc–e”.པ[332] Obama –as a –alf-s—ste” w—t– w–om –e
was ”a—sed (Maya Soeto”o-Ng, t–e daug–te” of –—s mot–e”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Gallup_Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Blair
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Party_(Italy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Veltroni
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicolas_Sarkozy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harris_Interactive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France_24
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Herald_Tribune
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2012_UEFA_Champions_League_Final
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammy_Award_for_Best_Spoken_Word_Album
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammy_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Audiobook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dreams_from_My_Father
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dreams_from_My_Father
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Audacity_of_Hope
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama_presidential_primary_campaign,_2008#New_Hampshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yes_We_Can_(will.i.am_song)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daytime_Emmy_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_Person_of_the_Year
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_de_Gaulle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nelson_Mandela
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nelson_Mandela
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Elizabeth_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Benedict_XVI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Benedict_XVI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norwegian_Nobel_Committee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norwegian_Nobel_Committee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Nobel_Peace_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Nobel_Peace_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oslo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_York_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_York_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_of_Barack_Obama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_Room_(White_House)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_of_Barack_Obama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernie_Mac
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Thatcher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Thatcher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maya_Soetoro-Ng


16 6 FAMILY AND PERSONAL LIFE

and –e” Indones—an second –usband) and seven –alf-
s—bl—ngs f”om –—s Kenyan fat–e”’s fam—ly ཊ s—x of t–em
l—v—ng.[333] Obama’s mot–e” was su”v—ved by –e” Kansas-
bo”n mot–e”, Madelyn Dun–am,[334] unt—l –e” deat– on
Novembe” 2, 2008,[335] two days befo”e –—s elect—on to
t–e P”es—dency. Obama also –as ”oots —n I”eland; –e met
w—t– –—s I”—s– cous—ns —n Moneygall —n May 2011.[336] In
Dreams from My Father, Obama t—es –—s mot–e”’s fam—ly
–—sto”y to poss—ble Nat—ve Ame”—can ancesto”s and d—stant
”elat—ves of Jeាe”son Dav—s, P”es—dent of t–e Confede”ate
States of Ame”—ca du”—ng t–e Ame”—can C—v—l Wa”.[337]

Bes—des –—s nat—ve Engl—s–, Obama speaks some bas—c
Indones—an, –av—ng lea”ned t–e language du”—ng –—s fou”
c–—ld–ood yea”s —n Jaka”ta.[338][339] He plays basketball, a
spo”t –e pa”t—c—pated —n as a membe” of –—s –—g– sc–ool’s
va”s—ty team;[340] –e —s left-–anded.[341]

Obama taking a shot during a game on the White House basket-

ball court, 2009

Obama —s a suppo”te” of t–e C–—cago W–—te Sox, and –e
t–”ew out t–e ិ”st p—tc– at t–e 2005 ALCS w–en –e was
st—ll a senato”.[342] In 2009, –e t–”ew out t–e ce”emon—al
ិ”st p—tc– at t–e all sta” game w–—le wea”—ng a W–—te Sox
jacket.[343] He —s also p”—ma”—ly a C–—cago Bea”s football
fan —n t–e NFL, but —n –—s c–—ld–ood and adolescence was
a fan of t–e P—ttsbu”g– Steele”s, and ”ooted fo” t–em a–ead
of t–e—” v—cto”y —n Supe” Bowl XLIII 12 days afte” –e took
oឹce as P”es—dent.[344] In 2011, Obama —nv—ted t–e 1985
C–—cago Bea”s to t–e W–—te House; t–e team –ad not v—s-
—ted t–e W–—te House afte” t–e—” Supe” Bowl w—n —n 1986

due to t–e Space S–uttle C–allenge” d—saste”.[345]

In June 1989, Obama met M—c–elle Rob—nson w–en –e
was employed as a summe” assoc—ate at t–e C–—cago law
ិ”m of S—dley Aust—n.[346] Ass—gned fo” t–”ee mont–s as
Obama’s adv—se” at t–e ិ”m, Rob—nson jo—ned –—m at sev-
e”al g”oup soc—al funct—ons, but decl—ned –—s —n—t—al ”e-
“uests to date.[347] T–ey began dat—ng late” t–at sum-
me”, became engaged —n 1991, and we”e ma””—ed on
Octobe” 3, 1992.[348] T–e couple’s ិ”st daug–te”, Mal—a
Ann, was bo”n on July 4, 1998,[349] followed by a sec-
ond daug–te”, Natas–a (ནSas–aཔ), on June 10, 2001.[350]

T–e Obama daug–te”s attended t–e p”—vate Un—ve”s—ty of
C–—cago Labo”ato”y Sc–ools. W–en t–eymoved toWas–-
—ngton, D.C., —n Janua”y 2009, t–e g—”ls sta”ted at t–e p”—-
vate S—dwell F”—ends Sc–ool.[351] T–e Obamas –ave two
Po”tuguese Wate” Dogs, t–e ិ”st, a male named Bo, a
g—ft f”om Senato” Ted Kennedy.[352] In August 2013, Bo
was jo—ned by Sunny, a female.[353]

Apply—ng t–e p”oceeds of a book deal, t–e fam—ly
moved —n 2005 f”om a Hyde Pa”k, C–—cago condo-
m—n—um to a $1.6 m—ll—on –ouse —n ne—g–bo”—ng Kenwood,
C–—cago.[354] T–e pu”c–ase of an adjacent lotཋand sale
of pa”t of —t to Obama by t–e w—fe of develope”, campa—gn
dono” and f”—end Tony Rezkoཋatt”acted med—a attent—on
because of Rezko’s subse“uent —nd—ctment and conv—c-
t—on on pol—t—cal co””upt—on c–a”ges t–at we”e un”elated
to Obama.[355]

In Decembe” 2007, Money est—mated t–e Obama fam-
—ly’s net wo”t– at $1.3 m—ll—on.[356] T–e—” 2009 tax ”etu”n
s–owed a –ouse–old —ncome of $5.5 m—ll—onཋup f”om
about $4.2 m—ll—on —n 2007 and $1.6 m—ll—on —n 2005ཋ
mostly f”om sales of –—s books.[357][358] On –—s 2010 —n-
come of $1.7 m—ll—on, –e gave 14% to non-p”oិt o”gan—-
zat—ons, —nclud—ng $131,000 to F—s–e” House Foundat—on,
a c–a”—ty ass—st—ng wounded vete”ans’ fam—l—es, allow—ng
t–em to ”es—de nea” w–e”e t–e vete”an —s ”ece—v—ngmed—cal
t”eatments.[359][360] As pe” –—s 2012 ិnanc—al d—sclosu”e,
Obama may be wo”t– as muc– as $10 m—ll—on.[361]

Obama t”—ed to “u—t smok—ng seve”al t—mes, some-
t—mes us—ng n—cot—ne ”eplacement t–e”apy, and, —n ea”ly
2010, M—c–elle Obama sa—d t–at –e –ad successfully “u—t
smok—ng.[362][363]

6.1 Religious views

Obama —s a C–”—st—an w–ose ”el—g—ous v—ews developed
—n –—s adult l—fe.[364] He w”ote —n The Audacity of Hope
t–at –e ནwas not ”a—sed —n a ”el—g—ous –ouse–oldཔ. He
desc”—bed –—s mot–e”, ”a—sed by non-”el—g—ous pa”ents
(w–omObama –as spec—ិed elsew–e”e as ནnon-p”act—c—ng
Met–od—sts and Bapt—sts"), as be—ng detac–ed f”om ”el—-
g—on, yet ན—n many ways t–e most sp—”—tually awakened
pe”son t–at I –ave eve” known.པ He desc”—bed –—s fat–e”
as a ནconិ”med at–e—st" by t–e t—me –—s pa”ents met, and
–—s stepfat–e” as ནa man w–o saw ”el—g—on as not pa”-
t—cula”ly useful.པ Obama expla—ned –ow, t–”oug– wo”k-
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Obama and First Lady worship at African Methodist Episcopal

Church in Washington, D.C., January 2013

—ng w—t– black c–u”c–es as a commun—ty o”gan—ze” w–—le
—n –—s twent—es, –e came to unde”stand ནt–e powe” of
t–e Af”—can-Ame”—can ”el—g—ous t”ad—t—on to spu” soc—al
c–ange.པ[365]

In Janua”y 2008, Obama told Christianity Today: ནI am
a C–”—st—an, and I am a devout C–”—st—an. I bel—eve —n t–e
”edempt—ve deat– and ”esu””ect—on of Jesus C–”—st. I be-
l—eve t–at fa—t– g—ves me a pat– to be cleansed of s—n and
–ave ete”nal l—fe.པ[366] On Septembe” 27, 2010, Obama
”eleased a statement comment—ng on –—s ”el—g—ous v—ews
say—ng ནI'm a C–”—st—an by c–o—ce. My fam—ly d—dn'tཋ
f”ankly, t–ey we”en't folks w–o went to c–u”c– eve”y
week. And my mot–e” was one of t–e most sp—”—tual peo-
ple I knew, but s–e d—dn't ”a—se me —n t–e c–u”c–. So I
came to my C–”—st—an fa—t– late” —n l—fe, and —t was be-
cause t–e p”ecepts of Jesus C–”—st spoke to me —n te”ms
of t–e k—nd of l—fe t–at I would want to leadཋbe—ng my
b”ot–e”s’ and s—ste”s’ keepe”, t”eat—ng ot–e”s as t–ey would
t”eat me.པ[367][368]

Obama met T”—n—ty Un—ted C–u”c– of C–”—st pasto” Rev.
Je”em—a–W”—g–t —n Octobe” 1987, and became a membe”
of T”—n—ty —n 1992.[369] He ”es—gned f”om T”—n—ty —n May
2008 du”—ng –—s ិ”st p”es—dent—al campa—gn afte” some
of W”—g–t’s statements we”e c”—t—c—zed.[370] Afte” a p”o-
longed eាo”t to ិnd a c–u”c– to attend ”egula”ly —n Was–-
—ngton, Obama announced —n June 2009 t–at –—s p”—ma”y
place of wo”s–—p would be t–e Eve”g”een C–apel at Camp
Dav—d.[371]
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