There was once a time when you could take a stroll from North or South America to Africa no problem. There was no ocean to get in the way,
because all of Earth’s continents were stuck together in one massive supercontinent called Pangea.

But around 180 million years ago, a rift began to form, and since then, the Americas and Africa have been drifting apart, forming the Atlantic
Ocean in the process. That’s because Earth’s surface is constantly shifting and drifting—thanks to something called plate tectonics.
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The formation of new ocean crust occurs
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