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The last of Dickens' Christmas novellas (1848), The Haunted Man and the Ghost's Bargain 
centres around Professor Redlaw, a teacher of chemistry, whose personal life has been 
marred by sorrow and, he feels, by wrongs done to him in his past. He is haunted by his 
ghostly twin, who offers him the opportunity to forget completely all 'sorrow, wrong and 
trouble', claiming that this will make him happier. Redlaw wavers, but finally accepts this offer, 
discovering too late that there are conditions attached to it which cause him to infect with this 
unwanted 'gift' nearly everyone with whom he comes in contact.

The story is populated by Dickens' archetypal comic figures - the Swidgers, who are servants 
of the college, and the hard-working but poor Tetterby family who run a nearby shop. 

Read by Ruth Golding.  Total running time: 4:14:34

1 Chapter 1 The Gift Bestowed, Part 1 00:42:19

2 Chapter 1 The Gift Bestowed, Part 2 00:27:23

3 Chapter 2 The Gift Diffused, Part 1 00:35:20

4 Chapter 2 The Gift Diffused, Part 2 00:31:47

5 Chapter 2 The Gift Diffused, Part 3 00:42:22

6 Chapter 3 The Gift Reversed, Part 1 00:42:02

7 Chapter 3 The Gift Reversed, Part 2 00:33:21

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified 
without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.
Cover picture: illustration from the first edition, 1848. Copyright expired in U.S., Canada, EU. 
and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Ruth Golding. This design 
is in the public domain. 
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