





“BLA=LOOMI Like helll It fs the moumntain.
e moumtaln s doling something.”

Harry Kaiakokonok (eyewitness June 6, 1912)°



















used to be blue, flat
calm, no wind; and
started to get white,
white, white, and pretty
soon all white and dark,
dark came. Dark didn’t
come all of a sudden,

it comes gradually.
Getting darker and
darker and darker and
darker, and precty soon,
pitch black. So black even if you put your hand two or three inches from your face outside
you can’t see it ‘cause it was so dark. ... And then the people started to gather up.’

Closer to the volcano still were residents of the interior Severnovsk (Savonoski)
settlements, among them Petr Kayagvak (American Pete) who was in the process of
moving his belongings from Igkhagmiuc (Ukak), where his wife

A “Savonoski” from Jasper Sayre

Collection, 1917-1919 National
Geographic Expedition.

WV Single-hole skin kayak, photo

by P. Hagelbarger, botanist on
the 1919 National Geographic
Expedition to Katmai, courtesy
UAA Archives and Manuscripts
Department. Larger two- or three-
hatched kayaks were used for
hunting young baleen whales in
bays, and for sea otter hunting.
Until the mid 1890s, nearly every
able-bodied man from Katmai,
sometimes joined by men from
Severnovsk villages, participated
in the sea otrer hunt in Cold Bay
in late May or early June.”

‘Pelegia was born, to Old Savonoski when the eruption started.

The Katmai mountain blew up with lots of fire and fire came
down trail from Katmai with lots of smoke. We go fast Savonoski.
Everybody get bidarka (skin boat). Helluva job. We come Naknek
one day, dark, no could see. Hot ash fall. Work like hell.’
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of Ivanof Bay.” The Katmai people were not happy with this selection, citing the rainy weather A “Karmai people with
and concerns about reported winter snow and ice conditions. So, three weeks later and after Rev. A. (Alexander) Petelin”
visiting several potential sites, one was selected that had a beach suitable for landing skin boats, (bearded man in center),

1912. Photo courtesy of the

a plentiful supply of driftwood, abundant animal sign, fresh water nearby and well-drained high
Kodiak Historical Society.

ground for homes. Located 200 miles southwest of Katmai village and neighboring the former

village of Mitrofania, this new settlement was named Perry (now Perryville) after K. W. Perry, W “Caribou carved by
Captain of the Manning. Though now far from home, this village was in the familiar shadow of Katmai Eskimos”
an active volcano, this time it was Mt. Veniaminof which had last erupted just 20 years earlier. Etholen Collection,
Perryville is a successful community of 143 today and remains a seat of Alutiiq culture and National Museum

of Finland.

language for people of the middle Peninsula.”

According to Pelegia Melgenak (American Pete's widow), there were two families thart lived at
Old Savonoski for a year after the eruption before joining others who had resettled on the lower
Naknek River at New Savonoski.” She remembered especially how warm the ground and water
remained for a year after the eruption; clothes were not needed for warmth, “just like they

never have winter.” A new chapel was built in New Savonoski, dedicated to Our Lady of Kazan
as was its predecessor in Old Savonoski and probably in
Igkhagmiut before that. New Savonoski has since been
abandoned for a nearby village, South Naknek, five miles
downriver at the mouth of the Naknek River.

The native villages Katmai, Kaflia, and Kaguyak on the
Pacific coast, and the Severnovsk settlements
Igkhagmiut, Nunamiut and Kangmiut were




























































