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Mellody Hobson
Mellody Hobson Lucas (born April 3, 1969) is an American businesswoman who is
the president of Ariel Investments. She is the former chairman of DreamWorks
Animation,[1], having stepped down after negotiating the acquisition of DreamWorks
Animation SKG, Inc., by NBCUniversal in August, 2016. In 2017, she became the
first African-American woman to head The Economic Club of Chicago.[2]
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Hobson was born in Chicago, Illinois. She attended Ogden Elementary School and
later was educated at St. Ignatius College Prep high school, and subsequently
attended the Princeton University graduating from the Woodrow Wilson School of
Public and International Affairs.

Soon after her graduation from Princeton in 1991, Hobson joined Ariel Investments
as an intern and rose to become the firm's senior vice president and director of
marketing. In 2000, she ascended to become the president of Ariel, a Chicago
investment firm that manages over $13 billion in assets.[3] It is also one of the
largest African American-owned money management and mutual fund companies in the United States.[4]

Hobson is also Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Ariel Investment Trust. She is a regular contributor on financial issues on CBS
This Morning and a spokesperson for the annual Ariel/Schwab Black Investor Survey.

Hobson serves on the board of many organizations, including JPMorgan Chase & Co., the Chicago Public Education Fund, the Lucas
Museum of Narrative Art and the Sundance Institute. She is also a director of the Starbucks Corporation, The Estée Lauder
Companies Inc.. Hobson has been acclaimed in selections such as Time's 2015 Time 100 List, the magazine's annual list of the one
hundred most influential people in the world).,[5] Ebony magazine's "20 Leaders of the Future" (1992), Working Women Magazine's
"20 Under 30" (1992), the World Economic Forum's "Global Leaders of Tomorrow" (2001), Esquire's "America's Best and Brightest"
(2002), The Wall Street Journal's 50 "Women to Watch" (2004).[6]

Hobson created and hosted a show on ABC on May 29, 2009, called Unbroke: What You Need to Know About Money, featuring
celebrities such as the Jonas Brothers, Oscar the Grouch and Samuel L. Jackson.[7]

George Lucas
(m. 2013)

Contents

Early life

Career

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mellody_Hobson.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illinois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princeton_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B.A.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ariel_Investments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DreamWorks_Animation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African-American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illinois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Ignatius_College_Prep
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princeton_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodrow_Wilson_School_of_Public_and_International_Affairs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ariel_Investments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CBS_This_Morning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JPMorgan_Chase_%26_Co.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Public_Education_Fund
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucas_Museum_of_Narrative_Art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sundance_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Starbucks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Est%C3%A9e_Lauder_Companies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ebony_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Economic_Forum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esquire_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wall_Street_Journal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonas_Brothers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_the_Grouch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_L._Jackson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Lucas


Actress Vanessa L. Williams based her character, self-made businesswoman Courtney Paige (in the American television drama, The
Good Wife), on Hobson, studying her via Hobson's TED talks.[8] In 2017, Hobson was named to head the Economic Club of Chicago,
the first African-American woman to do so.[9]

On August 6, 2017 Hobson guest hosted CBS Sunday Morning's annual "Money Issue" episode. [10]

On June 4, 2018, Hobson was named as Vice-Chair of Starbucks Corporation.[11]

Mellody Hobson was inducted as a Laureate of The Lincoln Academy of Illinois and awarded the Order of Lincoln (the State’s
highest honor) by the Governor of Illinois in 2018. [12]

Hobson began dating film director and producer George Lucas in 2006, after they met at a business conference.[13][14][15][16][17]

Hobson and Lucas announced their engagement in January 2013,[18] and were married on June 22, 2013, at Lucas' Skywalker
Ranch.[19] They have one daughter together, Everest Hobson Lucas, who was born via surrogacy in August 2013.[20]

Hobson was photographed by Annie Leibovitz for the 2016 Pirelli Calendar.[21]

She recently appeared on the Jack Good Show in August 2017, where she accepted the City of Birmingham's deepest appreciation for
her charitable work with Birmingham's Bright Leaders of Tomorrow.[22]

1. Mellody Hobson: Chairman of the Board of Directors (https://web.archive.org/web/20141014132524/http://ir.dreamw
orksanimation.com/investor-relations/coporate-governance/board-of-directors/person-details/default.aspx?ItemId=b4
d0c654-b88f-45c3-bbdd-1432a7f1249d), Dreamworks Animation website. Accessed 11-01-15

2. Marotti, Ally. "Mellody Hobson to chair Economic Club of Chicago, first black woman in post" (http://www.chicagotribu
ne.com/business/ct-mellody-hobson-chair-economic-club-0503-biz-20170502-story.html). Retrieved August 21,
2017.

3. "Ariel Investments, LLC" (https://www.arielinvestments.com/our-team/). Ariel Investments.

4. "Page not found - The HistoryMakers" (http://www.thehistorymakers.com/biography/biography.asp?bioindex=553).
www.thehistorymakers.com. Retrieved August 21, 2017.

5. "Mellody Hobson: The World's 100 Most Influential People" (http://time.com/3822587/mellody-hobson-2015-time-10
0/). Time. April 15, 2015.

6. The 50 Women to Watch (https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB109958581553564894), and The Wall Street Journal,
2004

7. News, A. B. C. (May 29, 2009). "Un-Broke: What You Need to Know About Money" (http://abcnews.go.com/Busines
s/story?id=7690714&page=1). ABC News. Retrieved August 21, 2017.

8. "Vanessa Williams on Miss America apology, "The Good Wife" " (http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/vanessa-williams-o
n-miss-america-apology-the-good-wife/). ‘’CBS This Morning’’. November 12, 2015. Retrieved November 13, 2015.

9. "Mellody Hobson makes history at Economic Club" (http://www.chicagobusiness.com/article/20170501/NEWS01/170
509974/mellody-hobson-makes-history-at-economic-club). Retrieved August 21, 2017.

10. "Archived copy" (https://web.archive.org/web/20170807234610/http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/sunday-morning-full-
episode-86/). Archived from the original (http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/sunday-morning-full-episode-86/) on
August 7, 2017. Retrieved August 7, 2017.

11. https://www.aol.com/article/finance/2018/06/04/starbucks-executive-chairman-howard-schultz-steps-
down/23450744/

12. "2018 Laureates Announced" (https://thelincolnacademyofillinois.org/2018-laureates-announced-gov-rauner/). The
Lincoln Academy of Illinois. Retrieved May 31, 2018.

Awards

Personal life

References

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanessa_L._Williams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Good_Wife
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TED_talk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Starbucks_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lincoln_Academy_of_Illinois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lincoln_Academy_of_Illinois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Lucas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skywalker_Ranch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surrogacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annie_Leibovitz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Good_(producer)
https://web.archive.org/web/20141014132524/http://ir.dreamworksanimation.com/investor-relations/coporate-governance/board-of-directors/person-details/default.aspx?ItemId=b4d0c654-b88f-45c3-bbdd-1432a7f1249d
http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-mellody-hobson-chair-economic-club-0503-biz-20170502-story.html
https://www.arielinvestments.com/our-team/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ariel_Investments
http://www.thehistorymakers.com/biography/biography.asp?bioindex=553
http://time.com/3822587/mellody-hobson-2015-time-100/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB109958581553564894
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wall_Street_Journal
http://abcnews.go.com/Business/story?id=7690714&page=1
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/vanessa-williams-on-miss-america-apology-the-good-wife/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CBS_This_Morning
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/article/20170501/NEWS01/170509974/mellody-hobson-makes-history-at-economic-club
https://web.archive.org/web/20170807234610/http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/sunday-morning-full-episode-86/
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/sunday-morning-full-episode-86/
https://www.aol.com/article/finance/2018/06/04/starbucks-executive-chairman-howard-schultz-steps-down/23450744/
https://thelincolnacademyofillinois.org/2018-laureates-announced-gov-rauner/


Mellody Hobson
Mellody Hobson at TED 

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mellody_Hobson&oldid=857877513"

This page was last edited on 3 September 2018, at 16:36 (UTC).

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using this
site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia
Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.

13. Zwecker, Bill (October 27, 2011). "Paula Abdul 'outraged' after Steve Jones cuts her off on 'X Factor' " (https://web.ar
chive.org/web/20111029144122/http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/zwecker/8452715-452/paula-abdul-outrage
d-after-steve-jones-cuts-her-off-on-x-factor.html). Chicago Sun-Times. Archived from the original (http://www.suntime
s.com/entertainment/zwecker/8452715-452/paula-abdul-outraged-after-steve-jones-cuts-her-off-on-x-factor.html) on
October 29, 2011.

14. Rush, George and Joanna Molloy (February 27, 2007). "An Oscar winner for best crowd scene" (http://www.nydailyn
ews.com/gossip/rush_molloy/2007/02/27/2007-02-27_an_oscar_winner_for_best_crowd_scene.html). New York: NY
Daily News. Retrieved September 13, 2011.

15. Waggoner, John (July 6, 2009). "Kudos to 8 stock mutual funds that have clawed back to profits" (https://www.usatod
ay.com/money/perfi/funds/2009-07-05-mutual-fund-ahead_N.htm). USA Today. Retrieved September 13, 2011.

16. Sokolov, Raymond (February 27, 2011). "Chicago Steps Out" (http://www.thedailybeast.com/newsweek/2011/02/27/
chicago-steps-out.html). The Daily Beast. Retrieved September 13, 2011.

17. McCormick, John (April 14, 2011). "Obama's Money Pump for 2012 Re-Election Bid Primed by Chicago" (http://www.
businessweek.com/news/2011-04-14/obama-s-money-pump-for-2012-re-election-bid-primed-by-chicago.html).
Bloomberg Businessweek. Retrieved September 13, 2011.

18. Schillaci, Sophie (January 3, 2013). "George Lucas Engaged to DreamWorks Animation Chairman Mellody Hobson"
(http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/george-lucas-mellody-hobson-engaged-408012). The Hollywood Reporter.
Retrieved January 3, 2013.

19. Billups, Andrea (June 24, 2013). "George Lucas Marries Mellody Hobson" (http://www.people.com/people/article/0,,2
0711631,00.html). People. Retrieved June 24, 2013.

20. "Everest Hobson Lucas Born To George Lucas And Mellody Hobson" (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/08/12/ev
erest-hobson-lucas_n_3742950.html). Huffington Post. August 12, 2013. Retrieved August 12, 2013.

21. "Annie Leibovitz Unveils 2016 Pirelli Calendar" (http://www.americanphotomag.com/pirelli-unveils-their-2016-calenda
r-girls?WhFzmzM8wb1bOUuF.01). Retrieved August 21, 2017.

22. "BUSINESS PROFESSIONAL SERVICES (BPS) BIRMINGHAM" (https://bpsbirmingham.co.uk/2017/12/07/committe
e-revealed-for-birmingham-young-professional-of-the-year-2018/). bpsbirmingham.co.uk. Retrieved 2018-03-22.

External links

http://www.arielinvestments.com/our-team/
https://www.ted.com/speakers/mellody_hobson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TED_(conference)
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q6813152#P2611
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mellody_Hobson&oldid=857877513
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_3.0_Unported_License
https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Terms_of_Use
https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Privacy_policy
https://www.wikimediafoundation.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20111029144122/http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/zwecker/8452715-452/paula-abdul-outraged-after-steve-jones-cuts-her-off-on-x-factor.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Sun-Times
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/zwecker/8452715-452/paula-abdul-outraged-after-steve-jones-cuts-her-off-on-x-factor.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/gossip/rush_molloy/2007/02/27/2007-02-27_an_oscar_winner_for_best_crowd_scene.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NY_Daily_News
https://www.usatoday.com/money/perfi/funds/2009-07-05-mutual-fund-ahead_N.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USA_Today
http://www.thedailybeast.com/newsweek/2011/02/27/chicago-steps-out.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Daily_Beast
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2011-04-14/obama-s-money-pump-for-2012-re-election-bid-primed-by-chicago.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloomberg_Businessweek
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/george-lucas-mellody-hobson-engaged-408012
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Hollywood_Reporter
http://www.people.com/people/article/0,,20711631,00.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/08/12/everest-hobson-lucas_n_3742950.html
http://www.americanphotomag.com/pirelli-unveils-their-2016-calendar-girls?WhFzmzM8wb1bOUuF.01
https://bpsbirmingham.co.uk/2017/12/07/committee-revealed-for-birmingham-young-professional-of-the-year-2018/

