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Chapter 1
Overview

1.1 Muhammad Ali

“Cassius Clay” redirects here. For other uses, see Cassius
Clay (disambiguation).

For other people named Muhammad Ali, see Muhammad
Ali (disambiguation).

Muhammad Ali (/a:'li/;¥ born Cassius Marcellus
Clay, Jr., January 17, 1942 — June 3, 2016)°! was
an American professional boxer, generally considered
among the greatest heavyweights in the history of the
sport. Early in his career, Ali was known for being a con-
troversial and polarizing figure both in the boxing ring and
out.[*I1 He is one of the most recognized sports figures of
the past 100 years, crowned “Sportsman of the Century”
by Sports Illustrated and "Sports Personality of the Cen-
tury" by the BBC.!®!l”l He also wrote several best-selling
books about his career, including The Greatest: My Own
Story and The Soul of a Butterfly.

Ali, originally known as Cassius Clay, began training at
12 years old and at the age of 22 won the world heavy-
weight championship in 1964 from Sonny Liston in a
stunning upset. Shortly after that bout, Ali joined the
Nation of Islam and changed his name. He converted to
Sunni Islam in 1975, and 30 years later began adhering
to Sufism.

In 1967, three years after winning the heavyweight title,
Ali refused to be conscripted into the U.S. military, citing
his religious beliefs and opposition to American involve-
ment in the Vietnam War. He was eventually arrested and
found guilty on draft evasion charges and stripped of his
boxing title. He did not fight again for nearly four years—
losing a time of peak performance in an athlete’s career.
Ali’s appeal worked its way up to the U.S. Supreme Court
where, in 1971, his conviction was overturned. Ali’s ac-
tions as a conscientious objector to the war made him an
icon for the larger counterculture generation. 8!

Ali remains the only three-time lineal world heavyweight
champion; he won the title in 1964, 1974, and 1978.
Between February 25, 1964 and September 19, 1964
Muhammad Ali reigned as the undisputed heavyweight
boxing champion.

Nicknamed “The Greatest”, Ali was involved in several

historic boxing matches.''” Notable among these were
the first Liston fight, three with rival Joe Frazier, and one
with George Foreman, in which he regained titles he had
been stripped of seven years earlier.

At a time when most fighters let their managers
do the talking, Ali, inspired by professional wrestler
“Gorgeous” George Wagner, thrived in—and indeed
craved—the spotlight, where he was often provocative
and outlandish.!' 1121131 He controlled most press con-
ferences and interviews, and spoke freely about issues un-
related to boxing.!'#I13] Ali transformed the role and im-
age of the African American athlete in America by his
embrace of racial pride and his willingness to antago-
nize the white establishment in doing so.!'611!71118] [n the
words of writer Joyce Carol Oates, he was one of the few
athletes in any sport to “define the terms of his public

reputation”.[1°!

1.1.1 Early life and amateur career

Cassius Marcellus Clay Jr. was born on January 17, 1942,
in Louisville, Kentucky.?”! The older of two boys, he
was named for his father, Cassius Marcellus Clay Sr.,
who himself was named in honour of the 19th century
abolitionist and politician of the same name. He had a
sister and four brothers, including Nathaniel Clay.[2!12?!
Clay’s paternal grandparents were John Clay and Sallie
Anne Clay; Clay’s sister Eva quoted that Sallie was a
native of Madagascar.[?®! His father painted billboards
and SignS,[ZO] and his mother, Odessa O'Grady Clay, was
a household domestic. Although Cassius Sr. was a
Methodist, he allowed Odessa to bring up both Cassius
and his younger brother Rudolph “Rudy” Clay (later re-
named Rahman Ali) as Baptists.l>! He was a descendant
of pre-Civil War era American slaves in the American
South, and was predominantly of African-American de-
scent, with Irish and English heritage.[>>!126](27]

He was first directed toward boxing by Louisville police
officer and boxing coach Joe E. Martin,?®! who encoun-
tered the 12-year-old fuming over a thief taking his bicy-
cle. He told the officer he was going to “whup” the thief.
The officer told him he better learn how to box first.>!
For the last four years of Clay’s amateur career he was
trained by boxing cutman Chuck Bodak.3"!
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Clay won six Kentucky Golden Gloves titles, two na-
tional Golden Gloves titles, an Amateur Athletic Union
National Title, and the Light Heavyweight gold medal
in the 1960 Summer Olympics in Rome."*!! Clay’s am-
ateur record was 100 wins with five losses. Ali claimed
in his 1975 autobiography that shortly after his return
from the Rome Olympics he threw his gold medal into
the Ohio River after he and a friend were refused ser-
vice at a “whites-only” restaurant and fought with a white
gang. The story has since been disputed and several of
Ali’s friends, including Bundini Brown and photographer
Howard Bingham, have denied it. Brown told Sports II-
lustrated writer Mark Kram, "Honkies sure bought into
that one!" Thomas Hauser's biography of Ali stated that
Ali was refused service at the diner but that he lost his
medal a year after he won it.!*?! Ali received a replace-
ment medal at a basketball intermission during the 1996
Olympics in Atlanta, where he lit the torch to start the
games.

1.1.2 Professional boxing
Early career

Clay made his professional debut on October 29, 1960,
winning a six-round decision over Tunney Hunsaker.
From then until the end of 1963, Clay amassed a record
of 19-0 with 15 wins by knockout. He defeated boxers
including Tony Esperti, Jim Robinson, Donnie Fleeman,
Alonzo Johnson, George Logan, Willi Besmanoff, Lamar
Clark, Doug Jones and Henry Cooper. Clay also beat his
former trainer and veteran boxer Archie Moore in a 1962
match.

These early fights were not without trials. Clay was
knocked down both by Sonny Banks and Cooper. In the
Cooper fight, Clay was floored by a left hook at the end
of round four and was saved by the bell. The fight with
Doug Jones on March 13, 1963, was Clay’s toughest fight
during this stretch. The number-two and -three heavy-
weight contenders respectively, Clay and Jones fought on
Jones’ home turf at New York’s Madison Square Gar-
den. Jones staggered Clay the first round, and the unani-
mous decision for Clay was greeted by boos and a rain of
debris thrown onto the ring (watching on closed-circuit
TV, heavyweight champ Sonny Liston quipped that if he
fought Clay he might get locked up for murder). The fight
was later named “Fight of the Year”.

In each of these fights, Clay vocally belittled his oppo-
nents and vaunted his abilities. Jones was “an ugly little
man” and Cooper was a “bum”. He was embarrassed to
get in the ring with Alex Miteff. Madison Square Garden
was “too small for me”.33! Clay’s behavior provoked the
ire of many boxing fans.!>¥

After Clay left Moore’s camp in 1960, partially due to
Clay’s refusing to do chores such as dish-washing and
sweeping, he hired Angelo Dundee, whom he had met
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in February 1957 during Ali’s amateur career,*! to be
his trainer. Around this time, Clay sought longtime
idol Sugar Ray Robinson to be his manager, but was
rebuffed.3¢!

Heavyweight champion

Main article: Muhammad Ali vs. Sonny Liston
By late 1963, Clay had become the top contender for

Muhammad Ali in 1966

Sonny Liston’s title. The fight was set for February 25,
1964, in Miami. Liston was an intimidating personal-
ity, a dominating fighter with a criminal past and ties to
the mob. Based on Clay’s uninspired performance against
Jones and Cooper in his previous two fights, and Liston’s
destruction of former heavyweight champion Floyd Pat-
terson in two first-round knock outs, Clay was a 7-1 un-
derdog. Despite this, Clay taunted Liston during the pre-
fight buildup, dubbing him “the big ugly bear”. “Liston
even smells like a bear,” Clay said. “After I beat him
I'm going to donate him to the zoo.”*”! Clay turned the
pre-fight weigh-in into a circus, shouting at Liston that
“someone is going to die at ringside tonight”. Clay’s pulse
rate was measured at 120, more than double his normal
54.1381 Many of those in attendance thought Clay’s be-
havior stemmed from fear, and some commentators won-
dered if he would show up for the bout.

The outcome of the fight was a major upset. At the open-
ing bell, Liston rushed at Clay, seemingly angry and look-
ing for a quick knockout. But Clay’s superior speed and
mobility enabled him to elude Liston, making the cham-
pion miss and look awkward. At the end of the first round
Clay opened up his attack and hit Liston repeatedly with
jabs. Liston fought better in round two, but at the begin-
ning of the third round Clay hit Liston with a combination
that buckled his knees and opened a cut under his left eye.
This was the first time Liston had ever been cut. At the
end of round four, as Clay returned to his corner, he be-
gan experiencing blinding pain in his eyes and asked his
trainer Angelo Dundee to cut off his gloves. Dundee re-
fused. It has been speculated that the problem was due to
ointment used to seal Liston’s cuts, perhaps deliberately
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applied by his corner to his gloves.!*¥! (Though uncon-
firmed, Bert Sugar claimed that two of Liston’s opponents

also complained about their eyes “burning”.[3911401)

Despite Liston’s attempts to knock out a blinded Clay,
Clay was able to survive the fifth round until sweat and
tears rinsed the irritation from his eyes. In the sixth, Clay
dominated, hitting Liston repeatedly. Liston did not an-
swer the bell for the seventh round, and Clay was declared
the winner by TKO. Liston stated that the reason he quit
was an injured shoulder. Following the win, a triumphant
Clay rushed to the edge of the ring and, pointing to the
ringside press, shouted: “Eat your words!" He added, “I
am the greatest! I shook up the world. I'm the prettiest
thing that ever lived.”*!]

In winning this fight, Clay became at age 22 the youngest
boxer to take the title from a reigning heavyweight cham-
pion, though Floyd Patterson was the youngest to win
the heavyweight championship at 21, during an elimina-
tion bout following Rocky Marciano's retirement. Mike
Tyson broke both records in 1986 when he defeated
Trevor Berbick to win the heavyweight title at age 20.

Soon after the Liston fight, Clay changed his name to
Muhammad Ali upon converting to Islam and affiliating
with the Nation of Islam. Ali then faced a rematch with
Liston scheduled for May 1965 in Lewiston, Maine. It
had been scheduled for Boston the previous November,
but was postponed for six months due to Ali’s emergency
surgery for a hernia three days before.[*?! The fight was
controversial. Midway through the first round, Liston was
knocked down by a difficult-to-see blow the press dubbed
a “phantom punch”. Ali refused to retreat to a neutral
corner, and referee Jersey Joe Walcott did not begin the
count. Liston rose after he had been down about 20 sec-
onds, and the fight momentarily continued. But a few
seconds later Walcott stopped the match, declaring Ali
the winner by knockout. The entire fight lasted less than
two minutes.*!

It has since been speculated that Liston dropped to the
ground purposely. Proposed motivations include threats
on his life from the Nation of Islam, that he had bet
against himself and that he “took a dive” to pay off debts.
Slow-motion replays show that Liston was jarred by a
chopping right from Ali, although it is unclear whether
the blow was a genuine knock-out punch. 4

Ali defended his title against former heavyweight cham-
pion Floyd Patterson on November 22, 1965. Before the
match, Ali mocked Patterson, who was widely known to
call him by his former name Cassius Clay, as an “Un-
cle Tom”, “The Rabbit”, and a “white man’s champion”.
Although Ali clearly had the better of Patterson, who
appeared injured during the fight, the match lasted 12
rounds before being called on a technical knockout. Pat-
terson later said he had strained his sacroiliac. Ali was
criticized in the sports media for appearing to have toyed
with Patterson during the fight.[*>1146]

Ali and then-WBA heavyweight champion boxer Ernie

Terrell had agreed to meet for a bout in Chicago on March
29, 1966 (the WBA, one of two boxing associations, had
stripped Ali of his title following his joining the Nation
of Islam). But in February Ali was reclassified by the
Louisville draft board as 1-A from 1-Y, and he indicated
that he would refuse to serve, commenting to the press,
“T ain't got nothing against no Viet Cong; no Viet Cong
never called me nigger.””) Amidst the media and public
outcry over Ali’s stance, the Illinois Athletic Commission
refused to sanction the fight, citing technicalities .[3]

Instead, Ali traveled to Canada and Europe and won
championship bouts against George Chuvalo, Henry
Cooper, Brian London and Karl Mildenberger.

Ali returned to the United States to fight Cleveland
Williams in the Houston Astrodome on November 14,
1966. According to Sports Illustrated, the bout drew
a then-indoor world record crowd of 35,460 people.
Williams had once been considered among the hardest
punchers in the heavyweight division, but in 1964 he had
been shot at point-blank range by a Texas policeman, re-
sulting in the loss of one kidney and 10 feet (3.0 m) of his
small intestine. Ali dominated Williams, winning a third-
round technical knockout in what some consider the finest
performance of his career.

Ali fought Terrell in Houston on February 6, 1967. Ter-
rell was billed as Ali’s toughest opponent since Liston—
unbeaten in five years and having defeated many of the
boxers Ali had faced. Terrell was big, strong and had a
three-inch reach advantage over Ali. During the lead up
to the bout, Terrell repeatedly called Ali “Clay”, much
to Ali’s annoyance (Ali called Cassius Clay his “slave
name”). The two almost came to blows over the name
issue in a pre-fight interview with Howard Cosell. Ali
seemed intent on humiliating Terrell. “I want to tor-
ture him,” he said. “A clean knockout is too good for
him.”#! The fight was close until the seventh round when
Ali bloodied Terrell and almost knocked him out. In the
eighth round, Ali taunted Terrell, hitting him with jabs
and shouting between punches, “What’s my name, Uncle
Tom... what’s my name?" Ali won a unanimous 15-round
decision. Terrell claimed that early in the fight Ali delib-
erately thumbed him in the eye — forcing Terrell to fight
half-blind — and then, in a clinch, rubbed the wounded
eye against the ropes. Because of Ali’s apparent intent to
prolong the fight to inflict maximum punishment, critics
described the bout as “one of the ugliest boxing fights”.
Tex Maule later wrote: “It was a wonderful demonstra-
tion of boxing skill and a barbarous display of cruelty.”
Ali denied the accusations of cruelty but, for Ali’s critics,
the fight provided more evidence of his arrogance.

After Ali’s title defense against Zora Folley on March 22,
he was stripped of his title due to his refusal to be drafted
to army service.!?”! His boxing license was also suspended
by the state of New York. He was convicted of draft eva-
sion on June 20 and sentenced to five years in prison and
a $10,000 fine. He paid a bond and remained free while
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the verdict was being appealed.

Exile and comeback

Main articles: Fight of the Century and Ali-Frazier II

Ali refused to be inducted into the armed forces, stat-
ing publicly, “no Vietcong ever called me nigger”. He
was systematically denied a boxing license in every state
and stripped of his passport. As a result, he did not fight
from March 1967 to October 1970—from ages 25 to al-
most 29—as his case worked its way through the appeal
process. In 1971, the US Supreme Court overturned his
conviction in a unanimous 8-0 ruling (Thurgood Marshall
abstained from the case).

During this time of inactivity, as opposition to the Viet-
nam War began to grow and Ali’s stance gained sym-
pathy, he spoke at colleges across the nation, criticizing
the Vietnam War and advocating African American pride
and racial justice.

On August 12, 1970, with his case still in appeal, Ali
was granted a license to box by the City of Atlanta
Athletic Commission, thanks to State Senator Leroy
R. Johnson.’%! Ali’s first return bout was against Jerry
Quarry on October 26, resulting in a win after three
rounds after Quarry was cut.

A month earlier, a victory in federal court forced the
New York State Boxing Commission to reinstate Ali’s
license.!>!! He fought Oscar Bonavena at Madison Square
Garden in December, an uninspired performance that
ended in a dramatic TKO of Bonavena in the 15th round.
The win left Ali as a top contender against heavyweight
champion Joe Frazier.

Ali and Frazier’s first fight, held at the Garden on March
8, 1971, was nicknamed the "Fight of the Century", due
to the tremendous excitement surrounding a bout be-
tween two undefeated fighters, each with a legitimate
claim as heavyweight champions. Veteran boxing writer
John Condon called it “the greatest event I've ever worked
on in my life”. The bout was broadcast to 35 foreign coun-
tries; promoters granted 760 press passes.*?!

Adding to the atmosphere were the considerable pre-fight
theatrics and name calling. Ali portrayed Frazier as a
“dumb tool of the white establishment”. “Frazier is too
ugly to be champ,” Ali said. “Frazier is too dumb to be
champ.” Ali also frequently called Frazier an Uncle Tom.
Dave Wolf, who worked in Frazier’s camp, recalled that,
“Ali was saying 'the only people rooting for Joe Frazier
are white people in suits, Alabama sheriffs, and members
of the Ku Klux Klan. I'm fighting for the little man in the
ghetto." Joe was sitting there, smashing his fist into the
palm of his hand, saying, 'What the fuck does he know
about the ghetto?""%?]

Ali began training at a farm near Reading, Pennsylva-
nia in 1971 and finding the country setting to his liking,
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Muhammad Ali then sought to develop a real training
camp in the countryside. Twenty minutes from Reading,
(one hour from Philadelphia and a two-hour drive from
New York City), Ali found a five-acre site on a Penn-
sylvania country road in the village of Deer Lake. (On a
map, the location can more easily be found by looking for
"Orwigsburg".)?! On this site, Ali carved out what was
to become his training camp, the camp where he lived
and trained for all the many fights he had from 1972 on
to the end of his career in the 1980s. The camp still stands
today and is a bed and breakfast.!3!

The Monday night fight lived up to its billing. In a preview
of their two other fights, a crouching, bobbing and weav-
ing Frazier constantly pressured Ali, getting hit regularly
by Ali jabs and combinations, but relentlessly attacking
and scoring repeatedly, especially to Ali’s body. The fight
was even in the early rounds, but Ali was taking more
punishment than ever in his career. On several occasions
in the early rounds he played to the crowd and shook his
head “no” after he was hit. In the later rounds—in what
was the first appearance of the “rope-a-dope strategy”—
Ali leaned against the ropes and absorbed punishment
from Frazier, hoping to tire him. In the 11th round, Fra-
zier connected with a left hook that wobbled Ali, but
because it appeared that Ali might be clowning as he
staggered backwards across the ring, Frazier hesitated to
press his advantage, fearing an Ali counter-attack. In the
final round, Frazier knocked Ali down with a vicious left
hook, which referee Arthur Mercante said was as hard
as a man can be hit. Ali was back on his feet in three
seconds? Nevertheless, Ali lost by unanimous decision,
his first professional defeat.

Ali’s characterizations of Frazier during the lead-up to the
fight cemented a personal animosity toward Ali by Frazier
that lasted until Frazier’s death.*?! Frazier and his camp
always considered Ali’s words cruel and unfair, far beyond
what was necessary to sell tickets. Shortly after the bout,
in the studios of ABC’s Wide World of Sports during a
nationally televised interview with the two boxers, Frazier
rose from his chair and wrestled Ali to the floor after Ali
called him ignorant.

In the same year basketball star Wilt Chamberlain chal-
lenged Ali, and a fight was scheduled for July 26. Al-
though the seven foot two inch tall Chamberlain had
formidable physical advantages over Ali, weighing 60
pounds more and able to reach 14 inches further, Ali
was able to intimidate Chamberlain into calling off the
bout. This happened during a shared press conference
with Chamberlain in which Ali repeatedly responded to
reporters with the traditional lumberjack warning, “Tim-
ber,” and said, “The tree will fall!" With these statements
of confidence, Ali was able to unsettle his taller opponent
into calling off the bout.l>¥!

After the loss to Frazier, Ali fought Jerry Quarry, had a
second bout with Floyd Patterson and faced Bob Foster in
1972, winning a total of six fights that year. In 1973, Ali
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suffered the second loss of his career at the hands of Ken
Norton, who broke Ali’s jaw during the fight. After ini-
tially seeking retirement, Ali won a controversial decision
against Norton in their second bout, leading to a rematch
at Madison Square Garden on January 28, 1974, with Joe
Frazier—who had recently lost his title to George Fore-
man.

Ali was strong in the early rounds of the fight, and stag-
gered Frazier in the second round (referee Tony Perez
mistakenly thought he heard the bell ending the round and
stepped between the two fighters as Ali was pressing his
attack, giving Frazier time to recover). However, Fra-
zier came on in the middle rounds, snapping Ali’s head
in round seven and driving him to the ropes at the end
of round eight. The last four rounds saw round-to-round
shifts in momentum between the two fighters. Through-
out most of the bout, however, Ali was able to circle away
from Frazier’s dangerous left hook and to tie Frazier up
when he was cornered—the latter a tactic that Frazier’s
camp complained of bitterly. Judges awarded Ali a unan-
imous decision.

Heavyweight champion (second tenure)

Main articles: The Rumble in the Jungle and Thrilla in
Manila

The defeat of Frazier set the stage for a title fight against
heavyweight champion George Foreman in Kinshasa,
Zaire, on October 30, 1974—a bout nicknamed "The
Rumble in the Jungle". Foreman was considered one of
the hardest punchers in heavyweight history. In assessing
the fight, analysts pointed out that Joe Frazier and Ken
Norton—who had given Ali four tough battles and won
two of them—had been both devastated by Foreman in
second round knockouts. Ali was 32 years old, and had
clearly lost speed and reflexes since his twenties. Contrary
to his later persona, Foreman was at the time a brood-
ing and intimidating presence. Almost no one associated
with the sport, not even Ali’s long-time supporter Howard
Cosell, gave the former champion a chance of winning.

As usual, Ali was confident and colorful before the fight.
He told interviewer David Frost, “If you think the world
was surprised when Nixon resigned, wait 'til I whup Fore-
man’s behind!"!>3! He told the press, “I've done something
new for this fight. I done wrestled with an alligator, I
done tussled with a whale; handcuffed lightning, thrown
thunder in jail; only last week, I murdered a rock, in-
jured a stone, hospitalized a brick; I'm so mean I make
medicine sick.”% Ali was wildly popular in Zaire, with
crowds chanting “Ali, bomaye” (“Ali, kill him”) wherever
he went.

Ali opened the fight moving and scoring with right crosses
to Foreman’s head. Then, beginning in the second
round—and to the consternation of his corner—Ali re-
treated to the ropes and invited Foreman to hit him while

covering up, clinching and counter-punching—all while
verbally taunting Foreman. (“Is that all you got, George?
They told me you could hit.”) The move, which would
later become known as the "Rope-A-Dope", so violated
conventional boxing wisdom—Ietting one of the hardest
hitters in boxing strike at will—that at ringside writer
George Plimpton thought the fight had to be fixed.[*?!
Foreman, increasingly angered, threw punches that were
deflected and did not land squarely. Midway through the
fight, as Foreman began tiring, Ali countered more fre-
quently and effectively with punches and flurries, which
electrified the pro-Ali crowd. In the eighth round, Ali
dropped an exhausted Foreman with a combination at
center ring; Foreman failed to make the count. Against
the odds, and amidst pandemonium in the ring, Ali had
regained the title by knockout.

President Jimmy Carter greets Muhammad Ali at a White House
dinner, 1977

In reflecting on the fight, George Foreman later said:
“T'll admit it. Muhammad outthought me and outfought
me.”32]

Ali’s next opponents included Chuck Wepner, Ron Lyle,
and Joe Bugner. Wepner, a journeyman known as “The
Bayonne Bleeder”, stunned Ali with a knockdown in the
ninth round; Ali would later say he tripped on Wepner’s
foot. It was a bout that would inspire Sylvester Stallone
to create the acclaimed film, Rocky.

Ali then agreed to a third match with Joe Frazier in
Manila. The bout, known as the "Thrilla in Manila", was
held on October 1, 1975% in temperatures approaching
100 °F (38 °C). In the first rounds, Ali was aggressive,
moving and exchanging blows with Frazier. However,
Ali soon appeared to tire and adopted the “rope-a-dope”
strategy, frequently resorting to clinches. During this part
of the bout Ali did some effective counter-punching, but
for the most part absorbed punishment from a relentlessly
attacking Frazier. In the 12th round, Frazier began to tire,
and Ali scored several sharp blows that closed Frazier’s
left eye and opened a cut over his right eye. With Frazier’s
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vision now diminished, Ali dominated the 13th and 14th
rounds, at times conducting what boxing historian Mike
Silver called “target practice” on Frazier’s head. The fight
was stopped when Frazier’s trainer, Eddie Futch, refused
to allow Frazier to answer the bell for the 15th and final
round, despite Frazier’s protests. Frazier’s eyes were both
swollen shut. Ali, in his corner, winner by TKO, slumped
on his stool, clearly spent.

An ailing Ali said afterwards that the fight “was the closest
thing to dying that I know”, and, when later asked if he
had viewed the fight on videotape, reportedly said, “Why
would I want to go back and see Hell?" After the fight he
cited Frazier as “the greatest fighter of all times next to
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me-.

Decline

Ali being interviewed by WBAL-TV's Curt Anderson, 1978,
Baltimore, Maryland

Following the Manila bout, Ali fought Jean-Pierre Coop-
man, Jimmy Young, and Richard Dunn, winning the last
by knockout. Later in 1976, he participated in an exhibi-
tion bout in Tokyo against Japanese professional wrestler
and martial artist Antonio Inoki (Muhammad Ali vs. An-
tonio Inoki).’”! Though the fight was a publicity stunt, Ali
suffered leg bruises, two blood clots and an infection in
his legs due to Inoki’s kicks.’”! The fight was ultimately
declared a draw.’”) He fought Ken Norton for the third
time at Yankee Stadium in September 1976, where Ali
won by a heavily contested decision, which was loudly
booed by the audience. He reacted to the fallout of this
by announcing a brief retirement to practice his faith in
Islam, having converted to Sunni Islam after falling out
with the Nation of Islam the previous year./8!

After winning against Alfredo Evangelista in May 1977,
Ali struggled in his next fight against Earnie Shavers that
September, who pummeled him a few times with punches
to the head. Ali won the fight by another unanimous de-
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cision, but the bout caused his longtime doctor Ferdie
Pacheco to quit after he was rebuffed for telling Ali he
should retire. Pacheco was quoted as saying, “the New
York State Athletic Commission gave me a report that
showed Ali’s kidneys were falling apart. I wrote to An-
gelo Dundee, Ali’s trainer, his wife and Ali himself. I got
nothing back in response. That’s when I decided enough
is enough.”13?!

Following this win, on July 27, 1979, Ali announced his
retirement from boxing. His retirement was short-lived,
however; Ali announced his comeback to face Larry
Holmes for the WBC belt in an attempt to win the heavy-
weight championship an unprecedented fourth time. The
fight was largely motivated by Ali’s need for money. Box-
ing writer Richie Giachetti said, “Larry didn't want to
fight Ali. He knew Ali had nothing left; he knew it would
be a horror.”

It was around this time that Ali started struggling with vo-
cal stutters and trembling hands."”! The Nevada Athletic
Commission (NAC) ordered that he undergo a complete
physical in Las Vegas before being allowed to fight again.
Ali chose instead to check into the Mayo Clinic, who de-
clared him fit to fight. Their opinion was accepted by the
NAC on July 31, 1980, paving the way for Ali’s return to
the ring.[6"]

The fight took place on October 2, 1980, in Las Vegas,
with Holmes easily dominating Ali, who was weakened
from thyroid medication he had taken to lose weight. Gi-
achetti called the fight “awful... the worst sports event
I ever had to cover”. Actor Sylvester Stallone at ring-
side said it was like watching an autopsy on a man who is
still alive.l®?! Ali’s trainer Angelo Dundee finally stopped
the fight in the eleventh round, the only fight Ali lost by
knockout. The Holmes fight is said to have contributed
to Ali’s Parkinson’s syndrome.[%!! Despite pleas to defini-
tively retire, Ali fought one last time on December 11,
1981 in Nassau against Trevor Berbick, losing a ten-
round decision.

1.1.3 Later years and death

Ali was diagnosed with Parkinson’s syndrome in 1984, a
disease that commonly results from head trauma from ac-
tivities such as boxing.[021631164]' Alj still remained active
during this time, however, later participating as a guest
referee at WrestleMania I.[631(6¢]

Around 1987, the California Bicentennial Foundation for
the U.S. Constitution selected Ali to personify the vitality
of the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights. Ali rode on a
float at the following year’s Tournament of Roses Parade,
launching the U.S. Constitution’s 200th birthday com-
memoration. He published an oral history, Muhammad
Ali: His Life and Times by Thomas Hauser, in 1991. That
same year Ali traveled to Iraq during the Gulf War and
met with Saddam Hussein in an attempt to negotiate the
release of American hostages.[67] In 1996, he had the
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Muhammad Ali

President Reagan ‘punching” Muhammad Ali in the oval office,
1983

honor of lighting the flame at the 1996 Summer Olympics
in Atlanta, Georgia. Ali’s bout with Parkinson’s led to a
gradual decline in Ali’s health though he was still active
into the early years of the millennium, even promoting
his own biopic, Ali, in 2001. Ali also contributed an on-
camera segment to the America: A Tribute to Heroes ben-
efit concert.

On November 17, 2002, Muhammad Ali went to
Afghanistan as the "U.N. Messenger of Peace".[%8! He
was in Kabul for a three-day goodwill mission as a special

guest of the UN.!®!

On September 1, 2009, Ali visited Ennis, County Clare,
Ireland, the home of his great-grandfather, Abe Grady,
who emigrated to the U.S. in the 1860s, eventually set-
tling in Kentucky.l""! A crowd of 10,000 turned out for
a civic reception, where Ali was made the first Honorary
Freeman of Ennis.[7!]

On July 27, 2012, Ali was a titular bearer of the Olympic
Flag during the opening ceremonies of the 2012 Summer
Olympics in London. He was helped to his feet by his
wife Lonnie to stand before the flag due to his Parkinson’s
rendering him unable to carry it into the stadium.”?!

On February 3, 2013, in a Washington Times article, Ali’s
brother, Rahman Ali, said Muhammad could no longer
speak and could be dead within days.[>! Ali’s daughter,
May May Ali, responded to the rumors, stating that she
had talked to him on the phone the morning of February 3
and he was fine.[”¥ On December 20, 2014, Ali was hos-
pitalized for a mild case of pneumonia.[”>! Ali was once
again hospitalized on January 15, 2015, for a urinary tract
infection after being found unresponsive at a guest house
in Scottsdale, Arizona.[’o177! He was released the next
day.[8 Ali was hospitalized again on June 2, 2016 with
a respiratory condition. His condition was initially de-
scribed as “fair”.””! However, the following day, Ali was
placed on life support. His condition declined due to seri-
ous issues. 39811 His condition did not improve and late
on June 3, it was announced that Ali had died.[8211831[84]

1.1.4 Personal life
Marriages and children

Ali has been married four times and has seven daugh-
ters and two sons. Ali met his first wife, cocktail waitress
Sonji Roi, approximately one month before they married
on August 14, 1964.185 Roi’s objections to certain Mus-
lim customs in regard to dress for women contributed to
the breakup of their marriage. They divorced on January
10, 1966.

On August 17, 1967, Ali married Belinda Boyd. Af-
ter the wedding, she, like Ali, converted to Islam. She
changed her name to Khalilah Ali, though she was
still called Belinda by old friends and family. They
had four children: Maryum (born 1968), twins Jamil-
lah and Rasheda (born 1970), and Muhammad Ali, Jr.
(born 1972).13¢] Maryum has a career as an author and
rapper.[37!

Laila later became a boxer in 1999,38! despite her fa-
ther’s earlier comments against female boxing in 1978:
“Women are not made to be hit in the breast, and face
like that... the body’s not made to be punched right here
[patting his chest]. Get hit in the breast... hard... and
all that.”1%%1 As of 2014, Laila is undefeated in the super
middleweight category, with 24 wins, no losses, and no
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On November 19, 1986, Ali married Yolanda (“Lonnie”)
Williams. They had been friends since 1964 in Louisville.
They have one son, Asaad Amin, whom they adopted
when Amin was five months old.[861P1921193194]

Ali was a resident of Cherry Hill, New Jersey in the early
1970s.1°! Ali has two other daughters, Miya and Khaliah,
from extramarital relationships. 36116

Ali most recently lived in Scottsdale, Arizona, with
Lonnie."’! In January 2007 it was reported that they had
put their home in Berrien Springs, Michigan, up for sale
and had purchased a home in eastern Jefferson County,
Kentucky, for $1,875,000.1 Lonnie converted to Islam
from Catholicism in her late twenties.*”!

Religious beliefs

Ali at an address by Elijah Muhammad

Affiliation with Nation of Islam Ali said that he first
heard of the Nation of Islam (NOI) when he was fighting
in the Golden Gloves tournament in Chicago in 1959, and
attended his first NOI meeting in 1961. He continued to
attend meetings, although keeping his involvement hidden
from the public. In 1962, Clay met Malcolm X, who soon
became his spiritual and political mentor, and by the time
of the first Liston fight NOI members, including Malcolm
X, were visible in his entourage. This led to a story in The
Miami Herald just before the fight disclosing that Clay
had joined the Nation, which nearly caused the bout to
be canceled.

In fact, Clay was initially refused entry to the Nation of
Islam (often called the Black Muslims at the time) due to
his boxing career.!'%! However, after he won the champi-
onship from Liston in 1964, the Nation of Islam was more
receptive and agreed to recruit him as a member.['%)
Shortly afterwards, Elijah Muhammad recorded a state-
ment that Clay would be renamed Muhammad (one who
is worthy of praise) Ali (fourth rightly guided caliph).

Only a few journalists (most notably Howard Cosell) ac-
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cepted the new name at that time. Ali later announced:
“Cassius Clay is my slave name.”!'!1 Ali’s friendship with
Malcolm X ended as Malcolm split with the NOI a cou-
ple of weeks after Ali joined, and Ali remained with the
Nation.'0011021" Ali Jater said that turning his back on
Malcolm was one of the mistakes he regretted most in
his life.!10!

Malcolm X photographs Ali in February 1964, after his first
defeat of Sonny Liston to become world heavyweight champion.

Aligning himself with the Nation of Islam, its leader
Elijah Muhammad, and a narrative that labeled the white
race as the perpetrator of genocide against African Amer-
icans made Ali a target of public condemnation. The
NOI was widely viewed by whites and even some African
Americans as a black separatist “hate religion” with a
propensity toward violence; Ali had few qualms about
using his influential voice to speak NOI doctrine.!'8! In
a press conference articulating his opposition to the Viet-
nam War, Ali stated, “my enemy is the white people, not
the Vietcong”.['® In relation to integration, he said: “We
who follow the teachings of Elijah Muhammad don't want
to be forced to integrate. Integration is wrong. We don't
want to live with the white man; that’s all.”(!%* And in re-
lation to inter-racial marriage: “No intelligent black man
or black woman in his or her right black mind wants white
boys and white girls coming to their homes to marry their
black sons and daughters.”'*! Indeed, Ali’s religious be-
liefs at the time included the notion that the white man
was “the devil” and that white people were not “righ-
teous”.

Writer Jerry Izenberg once noted that, “the Nation be-
came Ali’s family and Elijah Muhammad became his fa-
ther. But there is an irony to the fact that while the Nation
branded white people as devils, Ali had more white col-
leagues than most African American people did at that
time in America, and continued to have them throughout
his career.”!3?!

Conversion to Sunni Islam Ali converted from the
Nation of Islam sect to mainstream Sunni Islam in 1975.
In a 2004 autobiography, written with daughter Hana
Yasmeen Ali, Muhammad Ali attributes his conversion
to the shift toward Islam made by Warith Deen Muham-
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mad after he gained control of the Nation of Islam upon
the death of Elijah Muhammad in 1975. Later in his life,
he embraced the spiritual teachings of Universal Sufism
founder Inayat Khan.[19%]

1.1.5 Vietnam War and resistance to the
draft

Ali registered for the draft on his eighteenth birthday and
was listed as 1-A in 1962.[1%1 T 1964, he was reclassified
as 1-Y (fit for service only in times of national emergency)
after two mental tests found his IQ was 78!'%7! (16th
percentile), well below the armed force's 30th-percentile
threshold."'%! (He was quoted as saying, “I said I was
the greatest, not the smartest!")!!%011107 By early 1966,
the army lowered its standards to permit soldiers above
the 15th percentile and Ali was again classified as 1-
A POIIOGITIOT] Thig classification meant he was now eli-
gible for the draft and induction into the United States
Army during a time when the U.S. was involved in the
Vietnam War.

When notified of this status, Ali declared that he would
refuse to serve in the Army and publicly considered him-
self a conscientious objector.?”) Ali stated: “War is
against the teachings of the Holy Qur'an. I'm not trying
to dodge the draft. We are not supposed to take part in
no wars unless declared by Allah or The Messenger. We
don't take part in Christian wars or wars of any unbeliev-
ers.” More succinctly and famously he said, “I ain't got no
quarrel with them Viet Cong—no Viet Cong ever called
me Nigger.” The statement articulated, for many people,
a reason to oppose the war.[198]

Appearing for his scheduled induction into the U.S.
Armed Forces on April 28, 1967 in Houston, Ali refused
three times to step forward at the call of his name. An
officer warned him he was committing a felony punish-
able by five years in prison and a fine of $10,000. Once
more, Ali refused to budge when his name was called. As
a result, he was arrested. On the same day the New York
State Athletic Commission suspended his boxing license
and stripped him of his title. Other boxing commissions
followed suit. Ali would not be able to obtain a license to
box in any state for over three years.[1%]

At the trial on June 20, 1967, after only 21 minutes of
deliberation, the jury found Ali guilty.?"! After a Court
of Appeals upheld the conviction, the case went to the
U.S. Supreme Court.

In the years between the appellate court decision and
the Supreme Court verdict, Ali remained free. As pub-
lic opinion began turning against the war and the Civil
Rights movement continued to gather momentum, Ali
became a popular speaker at colleges and universities
across the country, rare if not unprecedented for a boxer.
At Howard University, for example, he gave his popu-
lar “Black Is Best” speech to 4,000 cheering students and
community intellectuals, after he was invited to speak by

sociology professor Nathan Hare on behalf of the Black
Power Committee, a student protest group.[!!01[111]

On June 28, 1971, the Supreme Court in Clay v.
United States overturned Ali’s conviction by a unani-
mous 8-0 decision (Justice Thurgood Marshall did not
participate).[!'?! The decision was not based on, nor did
it address, the merits of Ali’s claims per se; rather, the
Court held that since the Appeal Board gave no reason for
the denial of a conscientious objector exemption to Ali,
and that it was therefore impossible to determine which
of the three basic tests for conscientious objector status
offered in the Justice Department’s brief that the Appeals
Board relied on, Ali’s conviction must be reversed.!!13]

Impact of Ali’s stance

Ali’s example inspired countless black Americans and
others. The New York Times columnist William Rhoden
wrote, “Ali’s actions changed my standard of what consti-
tuted an athlete’s greatness. Possessing a killer jump shot
or the ability to stop on a dime was no longer enough.
What were you doing for the liberation of your people?
What were you doing to help your country live up to the
covenant of its founding principles?"[]

Recalling Ali’s anti-war position, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
said: “I remember the teachers at my high school didn't
like Ali because he was so anti-establishment and he kind
of thumbed his nose at authority and got away with it.
The fact that he was proud to be a Black man and that
he had so much talent ... made some people think that
he was dangerous. But for those very reasons I enjoyed
him, "4l

Ali inspired Martin Luther King, Jr., who had been reluc-
tant to address the Vietnam War for fear of alienating the
Johnson Administration and its support of the civil rights
agenda. Now, King began to voice his own opposition to
the war for the first time.[!!5!

In speaking of the cost on Ali’s career of his refusal to
be drafted, his trainer Angelo Dundee said, “One thing
must be taken into account when talking about Ali: He
was robbed of his best years, his prime years.”[!10]

Ali’s resistance to the draft was covered in the 2013 docu-
mentary The Trials of Muhammad Ali. (See In the media
and popular culture below.)

NSA monitoring of Ali’s communications

In a secret operation code-named “Minaret”, the National
Security Agency (NSA) monitored the communications
of leading Americans, including Ali, Senators Frank
Church and Howard Baker, Dr. Martin Luther King,
prominent U.S. journalists, who criticized the U.S. war
in Vietnam.!''”]' A review by NSA of the NSA’s Minaret
program concluded that Minaret was “disreputable if not
outright illegal.”(!'7]
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1.1.6 Boxing style
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Muhammad Ali’s boxing gloves are preserved in the Smithsonian
Institution National Museum of American History

Ali had a highly unorthodox boxing style for a heavy-
weight, epitomized by his catchphrase “float like a but-
terfly, sting like a bee”. Never an overpowering puncher,
Ali relied early in his career on his superior hand speed,
superb reflexes and constant movement, dancing and cir-
cling opponents for most of the fight, holding his hands
low and lashing out with a quick, cutting left jab that he
threw from unpredictable angles. His footwork was so
strong that it was extremely difficult for opponents to cut
down the ring and corner Ali against the ropes.

One of Ali’s greatest tricks was to make opponents over-
commit by pulling straight backward from punches. Dis-
ciplined, world-class boxers chased Ali and threw them-
selves off balance attempting to hit him because he
seemed to be an open target, only missing and leaving
themselves exposed to Ali’s counter punches, usually a
chopping right.!''81 Slow motion replays show that this
was precisely the way Sonny Liston was hit and appar-
ently knocked out by Ali in their second fight.!'"! Ali
often flaunted his movement and dancing with the “Ali
Shuffle”, a sort of center-ring jig.['?"! Ali’s early style
was so unusual that he was initially discounted because
he reminded boxing writers of a lightweight, and it was
assumed he would be vulnerable to big hitters like Sonny
Liston.

Using a synchronizer, Jimmy Jacobs, who co-managed
Mike Tyson, measured young Ali’s punching speed versus
Sugar Ray Robinson, a welter/middleweight, often con-
sidered the best pound-for-pound fighter in history. Ali
was 25% faster than Robinson, even though Ali was 45—
50 pounds heavier.['?!1 Ali’s punches produced approx-
imately 1,000 pounds of force.!'??! “No matter what his
opponents heard about him, they didn't realize how fast he
was until they got in the ring with him”, Jacobs said.!'>3!
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The effect of Ali’s punches was cumulative. “Ali would
rub you out”, said Floyd Patterson. “He would hit you
14,000 times and he wouldn't knock you out, he rubbed
you out.” Charlie Powell, who fought Ali early in Ali’s ca-
reer and was knocked out in the third round, said: “When
he first hit me I said to myself, 'T can take two of these to
get one in myself.' But in a little while I found myself get-
ting dizzier and dizzier every time he hit me. He throws
punches so easily that you don't realize how much they
hurt you until it’s too late.”!33!

Commenting on fighting the young Ali, George Chuvalo
said: “He was just so damn fast. When he was young, he
moved his legs and hands at the same time. He threw his
punches when he was in motion. He'd be out of punching
range, and as he moved into range he'd already begun to
throw the punch. So if you waited until he got into range
to punch back, he beat you every time.”3?!

Floyd Patterson said, “It’s very hard to hit a moving target,
and (Ali) moved all the time, with such grace, three min-
utes of every round for fifteen rounds. He never stopped.
It was extraordinary.”3?!

Darrell Foster, who trained Will Smith for the movie Ali,
said: “Ali’s signature punches were the left jab and the
overhand right. But there were at least six different ways
Ali used to jab. One was a jab that Ali called the 'snake
lick', like cobra striking that comes from the floor almost,
really low down. Then there was Ali’s rapid-fire jab—
three to five jabs in succession rapidly fired at his oppo-
nents’ eyes to create a blur in his face so he wouldn't be
able to see the right hand coming behind it.”[!24]

In the opinion of many, Ali became a different fighter
after the 3%2-year layoff. Ferdie Pacheco, Ali’s corner
physician, noted that he had lost his ability to move and
dance as before.!*?! This forced Ali to become more sta-
tionary and exchange punches more frequently, exposing
him to more punishment while indirectly revealing his
tremendous ability to take a punch. This physical change
led in part to the “rope-a-dope” strategy, where Ali would
lie back on the ropes, cover up to protect himself and
conserve energy, and tempt opponents to punch them-
selves out. Ali often taunted opponents in the process and
lashed back with sudden, unexpected combinations. The
strategy was dramatically successful in the George Fore-
man fight, but less so in the first Joe Frazier bout when it
was introduced.

Of his later career, Arthur Mercante said: “Ali knew all
the tricks. He was the best fighter I ever saw in terms of
clinching. Not only did he use it to rest, but he was big
and strong and knew how to lean on opponents and push
and shove and pull to tire them out. Ali was so smart.
Most guys are just in there fighting, but Ali had a sense
of everything that was happening, almost as though he

was sitting at ringside analyzing the fight while he fought
it.”1321
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“Talking trash”

Ali regularly taunted and baited his opponents—
including Liston, Frazier, and Foreman—before the fight
and often during the bout itself. Ali’s pre-fight theatrics
were almost always highly entertaining, and his words
were sometimes cutting, and were largely designed to pro-
mote the fight. His antics often targeted a particular psy-
chological trigger or vulnerability in his opponent that
would provoke a reaction and cause the opponent to lose
focus. He said Frazier was “too dumb to be champion”,
that he would whip Liston “like his Daddy did”, that Ter-
rell was an "Uncle Tom" and that Patterson was a “rabbit”.
In speaking of how Ali stoked Liston’s anger and overcon-
fidence before their first fight, one writer commented that
“the most brilliant fight strategy in boxing history was de-
vised by a teenager who had graduated 376 in a class of
391~.1121

Ali typically portrayed himself as the “people’s cham-
pion” and his opponent as a tool of the (white) estab-
lishment (despite the fact that his entourage often had
more white faces than his opponents’). During the early
part of Ali’s career, he built a reputation for predicting
rounds in which he would finish opponents, often vowing
to crawl across the ring or to leave the country if he lost
the bout.”"! Ali admitted he adopted the latter practice
from “Gorgeous” George Wagner, a popular professional
wrestling champion in the Los Angeles area who drew
thousands of fans to his matches as “the man you love to
hate”.[2"]

ESPN columnist Ralph Wiley called Ali “The King of
Trash Talk”.['23] In 2013, The Guardian said Ali exem-
plified boxing’s “golden age of trash talking”.['>%! The
Bleacher Report called Clay’s description of Sonny Lis-
ton smelling like a bear and his vow to donate him to a
zoo after he beat him the greatest trash talk line in sports
history.[127]

1.1.7 Legacy

As Mrs. Lonnie Ali looks on, President George W. Bush em-
braces Muhammad Ali after presenting him with the Presidential
Medal of Freedom on November 9, 2005, during ceremonies at
the White House.
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Muhammad Ali defeated every top heavyweight in his
era, which has been called the golden age of heavy-
weight boxing. Ali was named “Fighter of the Year” by
Ring Magazine more times than any other fighter, and
was involved in more Ring Magazine “Fight of the Year”
bouts than any other fighter. He is an inductee into the
International Boxing Hall of Fame and holds wins over
seven other Hall of Fame inductees. He is one of only
three boxers to be named "Sportsman of the Year" by
Sports lllustrated.

In 1978, three years before Ali’s permanent retirement,
the Board of Aldermen in his hometown of Louisville,
Kentucky, voted 6-5 to rename Walnut Street to Muham-
mad Ali Boulevard. This was controversial at the time,
as within a week 12 of the 70 street signs were stolen.
Earlier that year, a committee of the Jefferson County
Public Schools considered renaming Central High School
in his honor, but the motion failed to pass. At any rate,
in time, Muhammad Ali Boulevard—and Ali himself—
came to be well accepted in his hometown.['28] In 1993,
the Associated Press reported that Ali was tied with Babe
Ruth as the most recognized athlete, out of over 800 dead
or alive athletes, in America. The study found that over
97% of Americans over 12 years of age identified both
Ali and Ruth.[?")

He was the recipient of the 1997 Arthur Ashe Courage
Award. Two years later, in 1999, the BBC produced a
special version of its annual BBC Sports Personality of
the Year Award ceremony, and Ali was voted their Sports
Personality of the Century, 3% receiving more votes than
the other four contenders combined. On September 13,
1999, Ali was named “Kentucky Athlete of the Cen-
tury” by the Kentucky Athletic Hall of Fame in cere-
monies at the Galt House East.['*!1 On January 8, 2005,
Muhammad Ali was presented with the Presidential Cit-
izens Medal by President George W. Bush. Later that
November, he received the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom at a White House ceremony.!'32!1133] and the "Otto
Hahn Peace Medal in Gold" of the UN Association of
Germany (DGVN) in Berlin for his work with the US civil
rights movement and the United Nations (December 17,
2005).

The Muhammad Ali Center,
Louisville's riverfront

alongside Interstate 64 on
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On November 19, 2005 (Ali’s 19th wedding anniversary),
the $60 million non-profit Muhammad Ali Center opened
in downtown Louisville. In addition to displaying his box-
ing memorabilia, the center focuses on core themes of
peace, social responsibility, respect, and personal growth.
On June 5, 2007, he received an honorary doctorate
of humanities at Princeton University's 260th graduation
ceremony.! 134!

Ali Mall, located in Araneta Center, Quezon City, Philip-
pines, is named after him. Construction of the mall, the
first of its kind in the Philippines, began shortly after
Ali’s victory on a boxing match with Joe Frazier in nearby
Araneta Coliseum in 1975. The mall opened in 1976 with
Ali personally gracing its opening.!'3!

Ranking in heavyweight history

Ali is generally considered to be one of the greatest heavy-
weights of all time by boxing commentators and histo-
rians. Ring Magazine, a prominent boxing magazine,
named him number 1 in a 1998 ranking of greatest heavy-
weights from all eras.!'3!

Ali was named the second greatest fighter in boxing his-
tory by ESPN.com behind only welterweight and mid-
dleweight great Sugar Ray Robinson.!'*”! In December
2007, ESPN listed Ali second in its choice of the greatest
heavyweights of all time, behind Joe Louis. '8!

The Associated Press voted Ali the No. 1 heavyweight of
the 20th century in 1999.[13]

In the media and popular culture

Main article: Muhammad Ali in media and popular cul-
ture

As a world champion boxer and social activist, Ali has
been the subject of numerous books, films and other cre-
ative works.

Ali has appeared on the cover of Sports lllustrated on 37
different occasions, second only to Michael Jordan.[140]

Ali had a cameo role in the 1962 film version of Requiem
for a Heavyweight, and during his exile, he starred in the
short-lived Broadway musical, Buck White (1969).

In 1963, Ali released an album of spoken word on
Columbia Records titled I Am the Greatest, and in 1964,

he recorded the song "Stand by Me" [1411[142]

Ali appeared in the documentary film Black Rodeo (1972)
riding both a horse and a bull. His autobiography The
Greatest: My Own Story, written with Richard Durham,
was published in 1975."43! In 1977 the book was adapted
into a film called The Greatest, in which Ali played him-
self and Ernest Borgnine played Angelo Dundee.

The film Freedom Road, made in 1978, features Muham-
mad Ali in a rare acting role as Gideon Jackson, an ex-
slave in 1870s Virginia who gets elected to the U.S. Sen-
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Ali and Michel, 1979

ate in Washington, D.C., and battles other former slaves
and white sharecroppers to keep the land they have tended
all their lives. On the set of Freedom Road Ali met Cana-
dian singer-songwriter Michel, and subsequently helped
create Michel’s album entitled The First Flight of the
Gizzelda Dragon. and the hour-long television show With
Love From Muhammad Ali.

Ali was the subject of This Is Your Life in 1978 when he
was surprised by Eamonn Andrews.[144]
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In 1979, Ali guest-starred as himself in an episode of the
NBC sitcom Diff rent Strokes.

The Muhammad Ali Effect, named after Ali, is a term
that came into use in psychology in the 1980s, as he stated
in his autobiography The Greatest: My Own Story: “I only
said I was the greatest, not the smartest.”[!43] According
to this effect, when people are asked to rate their intelli-
gence and moral behavior in comparison to others, people
will rate themselves as more moral, but not more intelli-
gent than others.[1431[146]

When We Were Kings, a 1996 documentary about the
Rumble in the Jungle, won an Academy Award,!"*”! and
the 2001 biopic Ali garnered an Oscar nomination for
Will Smith's portrayal of the lead role.['*3] The latter film
was directed by Michael Mann, with mixed reviews, the
positives given to Smith’s portrayal of Ali. Prior to mak-
ing the film, Smith rejected the role until Ali requested
that he accept it. Smith said the first thing Ali told him
was: “Man you're almost pretty enough to play me.”[!4%]

In 2002, for his contributions to the entertainment indus-
try, Ali was honored with a star on the Hollywood Walk
of Fame at 6801 Hollywood Boulevard.'">%! His star is
the only one to be mounted on a vertical surface, out
of deference to his request that his name not be walked
upon.[15110152]

The Trials of Muhammad Ali, a documentary directed by
Bill Siegel that focuses on Ali’s refusal of the draft during
the Vietnam War, opened in Manhattan on August 23,
2013.013311341 A made-for-TV movie called Muhammad
Ali’s Greatest Fight, also in 2013, dramatized the same
aspect of Ali’s life.

In 2015, Ali released his memoir The Greatest: My Own
Story, which chronicles the battles he faced in and out of
the ring. It was edited by Nobel Prize-winning novelist
Toni Morrison.

1.1.8 Professional boxing record

1.1.9 Awards and nominations

Double Helix Medal

e 2006: CSHL Double Helix Medal Honoree at the
Wayback Machine (archived March 17, 2012)

1.1.10 See also

e Muhammad Ali in media and popular culture

List of heavyweight boxing champions

List of North American Muslims

List of people from the Louisville metropolitan area

List of WBA world champions
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e List of WBC world champions
e Notable boxing families

o Conscientious objector
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Chapter 2

Ringside opponents

2.1 Tunney Hunsaker

Tunney Morgan Hunsaker (September 1, 1930 — April
27, 2005) was an American professional boxer who also
served as the police chief of Fayetteville, West Virginia.

2.1.1 Law enforcement career

Hunsaker was the youngest police chief in the history of
West Virginia at age 27. He served as Fayetteville police
chief for 38 years. He was later inducted into the Law En-
forcement Hall Of Fame. He was remembered as having
performed many humanitarian gestures in his capacity,
such as escorting the elderly home at dusk, or operating
as a crossing guard to insure the safety of small children,
standing on wait for buses entering town, etc. The Sheriff
proved an inspiration to the children of Fayetteville. On a
lighter note, a hobby of his was to turn the traffic signals
off during rush hour and after the high school football
games to direct traffic, something that became somewhat
of a sport to him and an expected occurrence to residents.

In his youth, Chief Hunsaker served honorably in the
United States Air Force, stationed at Lackland AFB in
San Antonio, TX.

2.1.2 Boxing career

In 1960, Hunsaker was Cassius Clay's (now Muhammad
Ali) first opponent in a professional boxing bout. After
the fight Hunsaker said, “Clay was as fast as lightning ...
I tried every trick I knew to throw at him off balance
but he was just too good”. In a thumbnail profile of the
fight the following January, young Cassius was reported
as having remarked that Hunsaker’s style was far differ-
ent from what Clay had been exposed to as an amateur
and Olympian; the young fighter admitted to nervousness
going in, and that Hunsaker’s aforementioned pro style,
had given him trouble.!'! This respect appears genuine,
as it was lasting—in his autobiography, Ali said Hunsaker
dealt him one of the hardest body blows he ever took in
his career. Ali and Hunsaker became good friends and
stayed in touch over the years. Hunsaker said he did not
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agree with Ali’s decision to refuse military service, but
praised him as a great humanitarian and athlete.*!

In the fight game, Hunsaker was a small heavyweight, per-
haps better suited for light-heavy classification (175 Ibs.
limit); today, he would most likely compete as a cruis-
erweight (190 Ibs. limit). He fought as a boxer-puncher,
by his own telling. Hunsaker once appeared on the under-
card at Madison Square Garden. Hunsaker ended up with
a record of 17 wins with 15 defeats with 8 wins by way
of KO (as of boxrec). His career ended after a boxing-
related head injury suffered on April 6, 1962, in Beckley,
West Virginia. Although rushed to a Beckley hospital,
Hunsaker was in a coma for nine days and suffered the
physical effects for the rest of his life. He was 74 when
he died after a long battle with Alzheimer’s Disease.

Professional boxing record

2.1.3 Personal life

Tunney Hunsaker Bridge

In his private life, Hunsaker was active in the Oak Hill
Church of the Nazarene for many years, teaching a Sun-
day School class for fifth and sixth grade boys. He was
three times named Sunday School Teacher of the Year.
At the time of his death in 2005, he had been married to
wife Patricia for over thirty years.

The Fayette Station Bridge carrying County Route 82
over the Kanawha River at the bottom of New River
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Gorge has been named for Hunsaker.
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2.1.5 External links

Tunney Hunsaker at Find a Grave

2.2 Herb Siler

Herb Siler (b. January 5, 1935 Brundidge, Alabama,
USA - d. March 25, 2001 Miami) was a heavyweight
boxer. He won 15 fights (including seven by the way of
knock outs) and lost 12, but did not have any draws. His
career started in 1960 and ended in 1967.!"1 Siler lost to
Muhammad Ali through a 4th round knockout in 1960.1%!
In 1972 he was convicted for manslaughter and subse-
quently served a 7-year sentence. His grandson is NFL
linebacker Brandon Siler.

2.2.1 Professional boxing record

2.2.2 References

[1] “Herb Siler”. Retrieved January 3, 2009.
[2] “Muhammad Ali”. Retrieved January 3, 2009.

[3] http://boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=9363&
cat=boxer

2.3 Jim Robinson

“Sweet Jimmy” Jim Robinson (born 1925) is a re-
tired American boxer from Miami. Robinson fought
Muhammad Ali in Miami Beach on Feb. 7, 1961 as
a last-minute replacement for Willie Gullatt. Robinson
became Ali’s fourth professional opponent. His where-
abouts and status are currently unknown.

2.3.1 Background

Originally from Kansas City, Missouri,!!! Robinson was
a middleweight boxer who fought up to heavyweight. He
was managed by Clyde Killens, a local pool hall owner.
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He was often used as a last minute sub on Chris Dundee
promotions in Miami-Dade County and was often used as
a stepping-stone for upcoming South Florida prospects.

He trained at the famed 5th Street Gym, but lived in the
Overtown section of Miami known as Liberty City.

2.3.2 Bout with Ali

On February 7, 1961, Muhammad Ali, then known as
Cassius Clay, was scheduled to fight Willie Gullatt in
Miami Beach. According to Gullatt, promoter Chris
Dundee, Angelo Dundee's brother, offered Ali $800 and
offered Gullatt only $300 for the fight. Gullatt refused,
and didn't show up, instead opting to go out drinking.
Dundee then enlisted Robinson to fight Ali. Robinson
showed up at Miami Beach Convention Hall with his gear
in an old army bag. Ali officially outweighed him by 16.5
pounds and won by knockout at 1:34 of the first round.

Robinson fought for seven more years while compiling a
record of 8 wins and 25 losses. He was knocked out 16
times. He retired from boxing in 1963, and he became
a fixture in local pool halls and street corners in Liberty
City. In 1968 he came out of retirement to fight Kent
Green in Miami Beach. At that time Green was the only
fighter to have a TKO win over Muhammad Ali (when
Ali was an amateur). Green stopped Robinson in under a
minute.

2.3.3 Whereabouts unknown

In 1979 Sports Illustrated writer/photographer Michael
Brennan tracked down Robinson in Miami for what
has been his last known interview to date.’?! Robinson
claimed that he only weighed 158 Ibs. for his fight with
Ali (not 178 as was officially listed). He also stated that
he was good friends with Ali and would drive him around
in Ali’s pink Cadillac. He last saw Ali in 1967.

Currently Robinson’s whereabouts are unknown. In
2009, ESPN sports writer Wright Thompson wrote an
article about his six-year attempt to find Robinson in the
Overtown district of Miami with no success. Muham-
mad Ali collector Stephen Singer has spent a number of
years searching for Robinson, collecting autographs of
49 of Ali’s 50 opponents, with Robinson being the lone
omission.*!

2.3.4 Professional boxing record

2.3.5 References

[1]1 The Milwaukee Sentinel - 8 Feb 1961
[2] Ali And His Educators

[3] Where have you gone, Mr. Robinson?
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[4] http://boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=118939&
cat=boxer

Further reading

e Campbell, Janie (Dec 19, 2009). “Boxing History
Lost in Overtown”. WTVJ.

e Thompson, Wright (December 16, 2009). “Shadow
Boxing”. ESPN.com/Outside the Lines (Bristol, Con-
necticut).

2.3.6 External links

e Boxing record

2.4 Willi Besmanoff

William David Besmanoff (October 4, 1932 — October
20, 2010!!1) was a German boxer who was a heavyweight
contender in the 1950s. He was born in Munich,
Germany). His father was Jewish American. When
Willi was 11, he was imprisoned in the Buchenwald
concentration camp for a short time. In the 1950s he
moved to Milwaukee, Wisconsin and became an Ameri-
can citizen.?!

Making his professional debut in 1952, Besmanoff
mainly fought in Germany for the first half of his career,
before subsequently relocating to the United States. Be-
smanoff fought many top contenders of the era, including
Sonny Liston, Archie Moore, George Chuvalo, Zora Fol-
ley, Eddie Machen, Roy Harris, Willie Pastrano and Bob
Foster. He was also an early opponent of Cassius Clay.
He retired in 1967, with a final record of 51-34-8.

2.4.1 Professional boxing record

2.4.2 References
[1] Obituary in The St. Augustine Record.
[2] A Salute to Willi Besmanoft.

[3] http://boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=9371&
cat=boxer

2.4.3 External links

e Professional boxing record for Willi Besmanoff
from BoxRec
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2.5 Sonny Banks

Lucien ‘“‘Sonny” Banks (June 29, 1940 — May 13,
1965)!" was an American boxer best known for being the
first fighter to drop a young Muhammad Ali (then Cassius
Clay). At the time Banks was a rising prospect and known
for a fast sharp left hook.

Banks fought Clay in 1962 and knocked him down for
a count, although he lost the match. Banks at the age of
24, died in 1965 from injuries sustained in a 9-round bout
against Leotis Martin.

2.5.1 Professional boxing record

2.5.2 References

[1] Professional boxing record for Sonny Banks from BoxRec

[2] Boxing record for Sonny Banks. BoxRec.com.

e West Side Boxing News: “15 Round: The True
Championship Distance”

2.6 Archie Moore

For the baseball player, see Archie Moore (baseball).

Archie Moore (born Archibald Lee Wright; Decem-
ber 13, 1916 — December 9, 1998) was an American
professional boxer and the longest reigning Light Heavy-
weight World Champion of all time (December 1952 —
May 1962). He had one of the longest professional ca-
reers in the history of the sport. Nicknamed “The Mon-
goose”, and then “The Old Mongoose” in the latter half
of his career, Moore holds the record for the most ca-
reer knockouts (131) in boxing history. Moore was a
highly strategical and defensive boxer, with a great chin
and bludgeoning power, he ranks #4 on The Ring's list of
“100 greatest punchers of all time”. Moore is rated by
prominent boxing website BoxRec as the greatest pound-
for-pound boxer of all-time.!'! Moore was also a trainer
for a short time after retirement. He trained boxers such
as Muhammad Ali, George Foreman and James Tillis.

A native of Benoit, Mississippi, Moore was raised in St.
Louis, Missouri. A victim of racism for much of his
career, Moore was an important figure in the American
black community, and became involved in African Amer-
ican causes once his days as a fighter were over. He also
established himself as a successful character actor in tele-
vision and film. Moore died in his adopted home of San
Diego, California.
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2.6. ARCHIE MOORE

2.6.1 Early life

Born Archibald Lee Wright, the son of Thomas Wright,
a farm laborer and drifter, and Lorena Wright. He always
insisted that he was born in 1916 in Collinsville, Illinois,
but his mother told reporters that he was actually born in
1913 in Benoit, Mississippi. His father abandoned the
family when Archie was an infant. Unable to provide
for him and his older sister, his mother gave them into
the care of an uncle and aunt, Cleveland and Willie Pearl
Moore, who lived in St. Louis, Missouri. Archie later ex-
plained why he was given their surname: “It was less ques-
tions to be called Moore.” He attended all-black schools
in St. Louis, including Lincoln High School, although he
never graduated. His uncle and aunt provided him with a
stable upbringing, but after his uncle died in a freak ac-
cident around 1928, Moore began running with a street
gang. One of his first thefts was a pair of oil lamps from
his home, which he sold so that he would have money to
buy boxing gloves. He later recalled of his stealing: “It
was inevitable that I would be caught. I think I knew this
even before I started, but somehow the urge to have a few
cents in my pocket made me overlook this eventuality”.
After he was arrested for attempting to steal change from
a motorman’s box on a streetcar, he was sentenced to a
three-year term at a reform school in Booneville, Mis-
souri. He was released early from the school for good
behavior after serving twenty-two months.

Around 1933 Moore joined the Civilian Conservation
Corps, working for the forestry division at a camp in
Poplar Bluff, Missouri. Having determined to become a
boxer, he decided to make his work at the camp a form of
training. He later recalled that the other boys constantly
kidded him about one daily exercise—standing upright
in the bed of a truck as it drove along primitive forest
roads, waiting until the last possible moment before duck-
ing or weaving away from tree branches. The captain
of the camp permitted him to organize a boxing team,
which competed in Golden Gloves tournaments in south-
ern Missouri and Illinois. Many of his fights occurred
in a racially charged atmosphere; he later described one
of them, against a white boxer named Bill Richardson in
Poplar Bluff:

I knocked him down with a volley of head punches about
one minute into round one. His brother . . . was the
referee. He was furious at me and told me to keep my
punches up. Since I had been hitting Bill in the head I
would have missed him altogether if I threw my punches
any higher. But the referee said I had fouled him. . . . I
got steamed at this and offered to fight [the referee], too.
I resolved not to hit Bill any place but his head. . . . In
the second round I dropped him with a left hook that spun
his head like a top. . . . I heard a man at ringside say,
“For two cents I'd shoot that nigger.”

After the bout, the boxing team was followed back to
camp by a line of cars loaded with angry “townies.” They
dispersed only when the camp captain threatened them
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with a submachine gun.

Professional boxing career

He turned professional in 1935 and boxed all but one of
his 12 bouts that year in San Diego. Moore had eight
bouts in 1939, going 5-2 during that span, with one “no
contest.” He lost to former Middleweight Champion and
future Hall of Famer Teddy Yarosz during that time, and
his no-contest was against Jack Coggins, in eight rounds.
In 1940, Moore made a tour of Australia and fought in
Melbourne, Tasmania, Adelaide and Sydney. He won
all of his seven bouts there, including six by knockout.
Upon returning to the United States, he defeated Pancho
Ramirez by a knockout in five but lost to Shorty Hogue
on a six-round decision.

2.6.2 First retirement and comeback

Moore had four fights in 1941, during which he went 2—
1-1, with the draw against Eddie Booker. By then, how-
ever, he had suffered through several stomach ulcers, with
the resulting operations, and he announced his retirement
from boxing.

His retirement was brief, however, and by 1942 he was
back in the ring. He won his first six bouts that year, in-
cluding a second round knockout of Hogue in a rematch,
and a ten round decision over Jack Chase. He met Booker
in a rematch, and reached the same conclusion as their
first meeting had: another 10 round draw.

In 1943, Moore fought seven bouts, winning five and
losing two. He won and then lost the California State
Middleweight title against Chase, both by 15 round de-
cisions, and beat Chase again in his last bout of that year,
in a ten round decision. He also lost a decision to Aaron
Wade that year.

2.6.3 The Atlantic Coast

In 1944, he had nine bouts, going 7-2. His last bout that
year marked his debut on the Atlantic Coast, and the level
of his opposition began to improve. He beat Jimmy Hay-
den by a knockout in five, lost to future Hall of Famer
Charlie Burley by a decision, and to Booker by a knock-
out in eight.

He won his first eight bouts of 1945, impressing Atlantic
coast boxing experts and earning a fight with future IB-
HOF enshrinee Jimmy Bivins, who defeated Moore by a
knockout in six at Cleveland. He returned to the Eastern
Seaboard to fight five more times before that year was
over. He met, among others, future IBHOF enshrinee
Holman Williams during that span, losing a ten round de-
cision, and knocking him out in eleven in the rematch.

By 1946, Moore had moved to the light heavyweight di-


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collinsville,_Illinois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benoit,_Mississippi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis,_Missouri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Booneville,_Missouri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Booneville,_Missouri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civilian_Conservation_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civilian_Conservation_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Diego
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middleweight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teddy_Yarosz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Coggins
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne,_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tasmania,_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adelaide,_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney,_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shorty_Hogue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eddie_Booker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stomach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Chase_(American_boxer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middleweight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aaron_Wade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aaron_Wade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Hayden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Hayden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charley_Burley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Bivins
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleveland,_Ohio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holman_Williams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light_heavyweight

22

vision and he went 5-2-1 that year, beating contender
Curtis Sheppard, but losing to future World Heavyweight
Champion and Hall of Famer Ezzard Charles by a de-
cision in ten, and drawing with old nemesis Chase. By
then, Moore began complaining publicly that, according
to him, none of boxing’s world champions would risk
their titles fighting him.

1947 was essentially a year of rematches for Moore. He
went 7—1 that year, his one loss being to Charles. He beat
Chase by a knockout in nine, Sheppard by a decision in
ten and Bivins by a knockout in nine. He also defeated
Burt Lytell, by a decision in ten.

He fought a solid 14 fights in 1948, losing again to Charles
by a knockout in nine, losing to Leonard Morrow by a
knockout in the first, to Henry Hall by a decision in ten
and to Lloyd Gibson by a disqualification in four. But he
also beat Ted Lowry, by a decision in ten, and Hall in a
rematch, also by decision.

1949 was also a good year for Moore: He had 13 bouts
that year, going 12—-1. He defeated the Alabama Kid
twice; by knockout in four and by knockout in three, Bob
Satterfield by a knockout in three, Bivins by a knockout
in eight, future World Light Heavyweight Champion and
IBHOF inductee Harold Johnson by a decision, Bob Sikes
by a knockout in three and Phil Muscato by a decision.
He lost to Clinton Bacon by a disqualification in six.

By Moore’s standards, 1950 was a vacation year for him:
he only had two fights, winning both, including a 10 round
decision in a rematch with Lydell.

In 1951, Moore boxed 18 times, winning 16, losing one,
and drawing one. He went on an Argentinian tour, fight-
ing seven times there, winning six and drawing one. In
between those seven fights, he found time for a trip to
Montevideo, Uruguay, where he defeated Vicente Quiroz
by a knockout in six. He knocked out Bivins in nine and
split two decisions with Johnson.

2.6.4 World Light Heavyweight Champion

1952 was one of the most important years in Moore’s life.
After beating Johnson, heavyweight contenders Jimmy
Slade, Bob Dunlap, and Clarence Henry and light heavy-
weight Clinton Bacon (knocked out in four in a rematch),
Moore was finally given an opportunity at age thirty-six to
fight for the title of World Light Heavyweight Champion
against future IBHOF honoree Joey Maxim.

Maxim had just defeated the great Sugar Ray Robinson
by a technical knockout in 14 rounds, forcing Robin-
son to quit in his corner due to heat exhaustion. Against
Maxim, Moore consistently landed powerful right hands,
hurting him several times en route to a fifteen-round de-
cision. After sixteen long years, he had finally achieved
his dream.

He was far from done, however. The next year, Moore
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won all nine of his bouts, including a 10 round non ti-
tle win against then fringe heavyweight contender Nino
Valdez of Cuba and a 15 round decision over Maxim in
a rematch to retain the belt. He made two more bouts in
Argentina before the end of the year.

In 1954, he had only four fights, retaining the title in a
third fight with Maxim, who once again went the 15 round
distance, and versus Johnson, who he knocked out in 14.
He also beat highly ranked heavyweight Bob Baker.

In 1955, Moore again beat Valdez, who by that time was
the no. 1 heavyweight contender, and defended against
Bobo Olson, the World Middleweight Champion and fu-
ture Hall of Famer who was coming off a decision victory
over Joey Maxim, by a knockout in three.

On September 21, 1955, Moore went up in weight to
face future Hall of Famer Rocky Marciano for Marciano’s
Heavyweight Championship. Moore briefly dropped
Marciano in the second round (the second and last time
Marciano had ever been knocked down), but Marciano
recovered and knocked Moore down five times, knocking
him out in the ninth to retain the belt. It was Marciano’s
sixth and last title defense before retiring in 1956.

In 1956, Moore fought mostly as a heavyweight but did
retain his Light Heavyweight title with a ten round knock-
out over Yolande Pompey in London. He won 11 bouts
in a row before challenging again for the World Heavy-
weight Championship. The title was left vacant by Mar-
ciano, but Moore lost to Floyd Patterson by a knockout in
five (Patterson, yet another future Hall of Famer, himself
made history that night, becoming, at the age of 21, the
youngest World Heavyweight Champion yet, a record he
would hold until 1986).

Moore won all six of his bouts during 1957. Among
those wins was an easy 10-round decision over heavy-
weight contender Hans Kalbfell in Germany, a knockout
in 7 rounds over highly ranked Tony Anthony to retain
the light heavyweight title, a one-sided 10-round deci-
sion over light heavyweight contender Eddie Cotton in a
non-title bout and a 4th round knockout of future top ten
heavyweight contender Roger Rischer.

In 1958, Moore had 10 fights, going 9-0-1 during that
span. His fight with Yvon Durelle in particular was
of note: defending his world light heavyweight title in
Montreal, he was felled three times in round one, and
once again in round five, but then dropped Durelle in
round 10 and won by a knockout in the 11th.

1959, his last full year as uncontested champion, was
another rare low-profile year; in his two fights, he beat
Sterling Davis by a knockout in three, and then Durelle
again, also by a knockout in three, to once again retain
his World Light Heavyweight title.

During 1960, Moore was stripped of his World Light
Heavyweight title by the National Boxing Association
(NBA), but continued to be recognized by most major
boxing authorities including the New York State Athletic
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Commission and The Ring Magazine. Moore won three
of his four bouts in 1960, one by decision against Buddy
Turman in Dallas, Texas, his lone loss coming in a ten-
round decision versus Giulio Rinaldi in Rome.

In 1961, he defeated Turman again by decision in Manila,
Philippines before defending his Lineal World Light
Heavyweight Championship for what would be the last
time, beating Rinaldi by a 15 round decision to retain the
belt. In his last fight that year, he once again ventured
into the heavyweights, and met Pete Rademacher, a man
who had made history earlier in his career by becoming
the first man ever to challenge for a world title in his first
professional bout (when he lost to Patterson by a knock-
out in six). Moore beat Rademacher by a knockout in
nine.

In 1962, the remaining boxing commissions that had con-
tinued to back Moore as the World Light Heavyweight
Champion withdrew their recognition. He campaigned
exclusively as a heavyweight from then on, and beat
Alejandro Lavorante by a knockout in 10 and Howard
King by a knockout in one round in Tijuana. He then
drew against future World Light Heavyweight Cham-
pion Willie Pastrano in a 10-round heavyweight con-
test. Interestingly enough, on the posters advertising that
fight, Moore was billed as the “World Light Heavyweight
Champion.” The bout took place in California, which had
not yet withdrawn recognition from Moore at the time the
Moore-Pastrano fight was signed. By the time the bout
took place, the California commission, like New York,
Massachusetts, the EBU and Ring Magazine, had recog-
nized Harold Johnson, who had beaten Doug Jones 16
days earlier, as the new Light Heavyweight Champion.
Johnson had reigned as the NBA (WBA) Champion since
February 7, 1961.

Then, in his last fight of note, Moore faced a young heavy-
weight out of Louisville named Cassius Clay (Muham-
mad Ali). Moore had been Clay’s trainer for a time,
but Clay became dissatisfied and left Moore because of
Moore’s attempts to change his style and his insistence
that Clay do dishes and help clean gym floors.

In the days before the fight, Clay had rhymed that “Archie
Moore...Must fall in four.” Moore replied that he had per-
fected a new punch for the match: The Lip-Buttoner.

Nonetheless, as Clay predicted Moore was beaten by a
knockout in four rounds. Moore is the only man to have
faced both Rocky Marciano and Muhammad Ali.

After one more fight in 1963, a third round knockout win
over Mike DiBiase in Phoenix, Moore announced his re-
tirement from boxing, for good.

2.6.5 Final retirement
Despite retiring, Moore couldn't escape the limelight, and

received numerous awards and dedications. In 1965, he
was given the key to the city of San Diego, California. In
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1970, he was named “Man of The Year” by Listen Maga-
zine, and received the key to the city of Sandpoint, Ohio.

He was elected in 1985 to the St. Louis city Boxing Hall
of Fame and he received the Rocky Marciano Memorial
Award in the city of New York in 1988. In 1990, he
became a member of the International Boxing Hall Of
Fame in Canastota, being one of the original members of
that institution.

At one point, the oldest boxer to win the World’s Light
Heavyweight Championship, he is believed to have been
the only boxer who boxed professionally in the eras of Joe
Louis, Rocky Marciano and Muhammad Ali. He is one
of only a handful of boxers whose careers spanned four
decades; his final record was an extraordinary 185 wins,
23 losses, 11 draws and 1 no contest, with 131 official
knockouts.

However, at least three of Moore’s record 131 knock-
outs came in less-than-competitive matches against pro
wrestlers: “Professor” Roy Shire in 1956, Sterling Davis
in 1959 and Mike DiBiase in 1963 (Moore’s 131st and
final knockout).!?! All three matches are officially listed
as third-round TKO stoppages. But even if one amends
Moore’s career numbers, he would still hold the record.
The second-highest amount of knockouts in boxing his-
tory is 128,which belongs to Sam Langford .*!

During the 1960s he founded an organization called Any
Boy Can, which taught boxing to underprivileged youth
in the San Diego area. In 1974 he helped train heavy-
weight boxer George Foreman for his famous "Rumble
in the Jungle" title bout in Zaire against Muhammad Ali.
In 1976 he served as an assistant coach for the Nigerian
Olympic boxing team. Actively involved in efforts to
teach children about the dangers of drug abuse, he worked
during the 1980s as a youth boxing instructor for the fed-
eral Department of Housing and Urban Development, as-
signed largely to ghettos in San Diego and Los Angeles. “I
try to pass on the arts I know: self-control, self-reliance,
self-defense,” he told a reporter. In the early 1990s he
again worked as a trainer for George Foreman.!*!

2.6.6 Acting career

In 1960, Moore was chosen to play the role of the run-
away slave Jim in Michael Curtiz's film adaptation of
Mark Twain's The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, op-
posite Eddie Hodges as Huck. Moore garnered positive
reviews for his sympathetic portrayal of Jim, which some
viewers still consider the best interpretation of this much-
filmed role.

Moore did not choose to pursue a full-time career as
an actor, but he did appear in 1960s films such as The
Carpetbaggers (1964), The Hanged Man (1964) and The
Fortune Cookie (1966), and on television in episodes of
Family Affair, Perry Mason, Wagon Train, The Reporter,
Batman (episode 35) and the soap opera One Life to Live.
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His later film appearances included the crime film The
Outfit (1973), as a chef in Breakheart Pass (1975) with
Charles Bronson, and a cameo role as himself in the 1982
film Penitentiary II, along with Leon Isaac Kennedy and
Mr. T.

2.6.7 Personal life

Archie Moore had three daughters, Reena and J'Marie
and Elizabeth Moore-Stump and four sons, Archie Jr.,
Hardy, Anthony and D' Angelo.">! The marriage of Archie
Moore and Elizabeth Thorton produced Archie Jr. and
Elizabeth. In 1956,he married Joan Hardy and had five
children; Reena, ]'Marie, Hardy, Anthony and D'Angelo.
They were married until his death in 1998.

In 1997, J'Marie Moore became the first daughter of a
famous boxer to herself become a professional boxer.[®!

2.6.8 Death

Archie Moore died of heart failure in 1998, four days
before his 82nd birthday. He was cremated and is interred
in a niche at Cypress View Mausoleum and Crematory,
in San Diego.

2.6.9 Accolades

e In 1965, Moore was also inducted by the San
Diego Hall of Champions into the Breitbard Hall of
Fame.[”!

e In 1980, he was inducted into the World Boxing Hall
of Fame.

e In 1990, he was inducted into the International Box-
ing Hall of Fame.[®!

e In 2002, Archie Moore was inducted into the St.
Louis Walk of Fame.[’!

e In 2006, Moore was inducted into the California
Boxing Hall of Fame.

e The Ring ranked Moore #4 on its “Best Punchers of
all time” list in 2003 and #14 on its list of the “80
Best Fighters of the Last 80 Years.”

e Moore was ranked as the #1 light heavyweight of
all-time by the International Boxing Research Or-
ganization in 2005.01%

e Moore was voted as the #1 light heavyweight of the
20th century by the Associated Press in 1999.111]

e Moore is rated the number one pound for pound
fighter of all time by Boxrec.!!
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2.6.13 Further reading

e Jake LaMotta; Bert Randolph Sugar; Pete Ehrmann
(2004). The Ageless Warrior: The Life of Boxing
Legend Archie Moore (illustrated ed.). Sports Pub-
lishing. ISBN 1-58261-255-2.

2.6.14 External links

e Professional boxing record for Archie Moore from
BoxRec

2.7 Doug Jones

Doug Jones (born February 27, 1937, New York City)
is a former American heavyweight boxer.!)
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2.7.1 Boxing career

Doug “Pugilism” Jones started off his career successfully
with 18 consecutive wins against mostly lightly regarded
opponents, until his first loss occurred at the hands of
Eddie Machen. He lost his next two fights, and the third a
draw. Jones fought for the world light-heavyweight cham-
pionship against Harold Johnson but lost a 15-round de-
cision.

He then moved up to the heavyweight division. Jones won
his next two fights against Bob Foster (who was in his 9th
professional fight) and Zora Folley. Jones also split two
fights with Billy Daniels. His best known fight was against
a young Cassius Clay in March 1963, when he lost a ten-
round decision in front of a sold-out crowd in Madison
Square Garden. Many thought Jones deserved the deci-
sion, which was loudly booed by the Garden Crowd. Of
25 boxing writers at the Garden that night 13 scored it for
Jones, 10 favored Clay and 2 called it even.?!}] The Ring
selected this as its Fight of the Year in 1963.

He continued boxing with limited success, fighting dis-
tinguished boxers George Chuvalo, Joe Frazier and Ernie
Terrell. Overall, he compiled a record of 30 wins (20 by
knockout), 10 losses, and 1 draw. He is widely regarded
by the Boxing Press as one of the top fighters who never
actually won a world title.

2.7.2 Professional boxing record
2.7.3 References

[1] Teddy Atlas (January 17, 2006). “Ali’s legend forged be-
yond the classic bouts”. ESPN: Boxing. Retrieved 2010-
01-09. 5. Ali W10 Doug Jones, March 13, 1963: Ali was
explosive in the Williams fight. I think this bout against
Jones provides an example of Ali’s being tested before he
became champion, before many knew what he had besides
talent, when there still were questions but not yet any an-
SWers.

[2] “St. Joseph Gazette - Google News Archive Search”.
google.co.uk.

[3] “The Altus Times-Democrat - Google News Archive
Search”. google.co.uk.

[4] http://boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=009378&
cat=boxer

2.7.4 External links

e Professional boxing record for Doug Jones from
BoxRec
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2.8 Henry Cooper

For other people named Henry Cooper, see Henry
Cooper (disambiguation).

Sir Henry Cooper OBE KSG (3 May 1934 — 1 May
2011)!?! was an English heavyweight boxer known for the
sheer power of his left hook, “Enry’s 'Ammer”, and his
knockdown of the young Muhammad Ali. Cooper held
the British, Commonwealth and European heavyweight
titles several times throughout his career, and unsuccess-
fully challenged Ali for the world heavyweight champi-
onship in 1966.

Following his retirement from the sport, Cooper contin-
ued his career as a television and radio personality and
was enormously popular in Britain: he was the first (and
is today one of just four people) to twice win the public
vote for BBC Sports Personality of the Year Award and
is thus far the only boxer to be awarded a knighthood.

2.8.1 Biography

Cooper was born in Lambeth, London"! to Henry and
Lily Cooper. With identical twin brother, George (1934—
2010),"*" and elder brother Bern,!! he grew up in a coun-
cil house on Farmstead Road on the Bellingham Estate in
South East London. During the Second World War they
were evacuated to Lancing on the Sussex coast.!!!

Around 1942, their father, Henry Senior, was called up
to serve in the war; the rest of the family did not see him
again for almost three years. The twins attended Athel-
ney Road School in Lewisham. The Cooper brothers
were particularly close growing up and, in his biography,
Henry talks of how they came to each other’s aid when
things turned nasty in the school playground. One partic-
ular incident landed the young Henry his first knockout in
the playground. At school, the only subject that seemed
to interest Henry was history, where he enjoyed acting
out scenarios.

Life was tough in the latter years of the Second World
War, and London life especially brought many dangers
during the blackout. Henry took up many jobs, includ-
ing a paper round before school and made money out of
recycling golf balls to the clubhouse on the Beckenham
course. All three of the Cooper brothers excelled in sport,
with George and Henry exercising talents particularly in
football and also cricket.!

George Cooper, Henry’s twin, who boxed as Jim Cooper,
died on 11 April 2010 at the age of 75.%

Henry Cooper served his National Service in the Royal
Army Ordnance Corps, where he was recruited for his
boxing ability.!>!

Although Cooper is best known for knocking down
Muhammad Ali, he defeated a string of well-known


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eddie_Machen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_Johnson_(boxer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Foster_(boxer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zora_Folley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cassius_Clay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ring_Magazine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ring_Magazine_fights_of_the_year
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Chuvalo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Frazier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernie_Terrell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernie_Terrell
http://sports.espn.go.com/sports/boxing/news/story?id=2280446
http://sports.espn.go.com/sports/boxing/news/story?id=2280446
https://news.google.co.uk/newspapers?id=GlxiAAAAIBAJ&sjid=TXYNAAAAIBAJ&pg=1270,3791748
https://news.google.co.uk/newspapers?id=KDpbAAAAIBAJ&sjid=z08NAAAAIBAJ&pg=1661,5057220&dq=
https://news.google.co.uk/newspapers?id=KDpbAAAAIBAJ&sjid=z08NAAAAIBAJ&pg=1661,5057220&dq=
http://boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=009378&cat=boxer
http://boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=009378&cat=boxer
http://boxrec.com/boxer/9378
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BoxRec
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Cooper_(disambiguation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Cooper_(disambiguation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Officer_of_the_Order_of_the_British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_St._Gregory_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heavyweight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boxing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_British_heavyweight_boxing_champions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Commonwealth_Boxing_Council_Champions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_European_Boxing_Union_heavyweight_champions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_heavyweight_boxing_champions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_heavyweight_boxing_champions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC_Sports_Personality_of_the_Year_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lambeth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bellingham,_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_East_(London_sub_region)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evacuations_of_civilians_in_Britain_during_World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lancing,_West_Sussex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sussex_coast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewisham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackout_(wartime)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beckenham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Association_football
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cricket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Army_Ordnance_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Army_Ordnance_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali

26

heavyweights during his career, including; Zora Fol-
ley, Roy Harris, Karl Mildenberger, Alex Miteff, Wayne
Bethea, Brian London, Joe Erskine, Jose Manuel Ur-
tain, Piero Tomasoni, Dick Wipperman, Dick Richard-
son, Billy Walker, Tony Hughes, Jack Bodell, Jefferson
Davis and Gawie De Clerk. Cooper died on 1 May 2011
at his son’s house in Oxted, Surrey, after a long illness, !
2 days before his 77th birthday.

2.8.2 Boxing career
Style

Although Cooper was left-handed, he used the “or-
thodox” stance, with his left hand and foot forward,
rather than the reversed “southpaw” stance more usu-
ally adopted by a left-handed boxer. Opponents were
thus hit hardest with left handed punches which Cooper
could throw from his front hand, closest to the opponent.
Cooper’s left hook has been described by some as the best
of any heavyweight. Certainly, for a man of around 13.5
stone fighting weight, it was outstanding. At its most ef-
fective, the so-called left hook had an upward uppercut-
like trajectory; frequently resulting in opponents being
knocked out. A formidable left jab completed his offen-
sive repertoire; often combined to 'hook off the jab'.[!l(®]
He generally tried to force the action in his bouts, a crowd
pleasing style which won him many supporters. After
developing a left shoulder problem in the latter half of
his career, Cooper adjusted to put more stress on right-
handed punches which he had hitherto neglected.®!

Early bouts

Cooper was often regarded as the most popular of all
English boxers, and was affectionately known in the UK
as: “Our 'Enery”. He started his boxing career in 1949,
as an amateur with the Eltham Amateur Boxing Club,
and won seventy-three of eighty-four contests. At the
age of seventeen, he won the first of two ABA light-
heavyweight titles and, before serving in the Army for
his two years’ National Service, represented Britain in
the 1952 Olympics (outpointed in the second stage by
Russian Anatoli Petrov). Henry and his twin brother,
George (boxing under the name Jim Cooper) turned pro-
fessional together under the management of Jim Wicks,
nicknamed 'The Bishop' because of his benign nature,
which was a considerable contrast to the leading promoter
of the time. Wicks never allowed his boxer to be the
victim of a mis-match. When promoters were trying to
match Henry with Sonny Liston Wicks said: “I would
not allow 'Enery into the same room as him, let alone the
same ring.”

Henry was at one time the British, European and
Commonwealth heavyweight champion. His early title
challenges were unsuccessful, losing to Joe Bygraves for

CHAPTER 2. RINGSIDE OPPONENTS

the Commonwealth belt (KO 9), Ingemar Johansson for
the European belt (KO 5) and the undersized but highly
skilled Joe Erskine (PTS 15) for the British and Com-
monwealth. He then won on points over highly rated
contender Zora Folley, and took the British and Com-
monwealth belts from new champion Brian London, in
a 15-round decision in January 1959. The winner of the
fight was pencilled in to get a shot at Floyd Patterson's
heavyweight title, but Cooper turned down the chance
(but fought against Patterson later) and London fought
and lost against Patterson in May 1959. Cooper contin-
ued to defend his British and Commonwealth belts against
all comers, including Dick Richardson (KO 5), Joe Ersk-
ine (TKO 5 and TKO 12), Johnny Prescott (TKO 10),
and Brian London again (PTS 15), although he suffered
a setback when losing a rematch with Folley by a second
round KO.”"!

Muhammad Ali

Cooper twice fought Muhammad Ali (then known as Cas-
sius Clay), firstly in a non-title fight in 1963 at Wembley
Stadium. Cooper did not have a trainer at that time and
his own regime led to his losing weight; he later averred
that lead was inserted in his boots for the weigh-in and
estimated his true weight to have been 12 stone 12 1b (81
kg),!®! making him 27 pounds lighter than Clay. Com-
mentator Harry Carpenter remarked during the introduc-
tions on the difference in size between the boxers. Clay’s
mobility, fast reflexes, height and unorthodox defensive
tactic of pulling back from punches made him a frus-
tratingly elusive opponent; some of Cooper’s work during
the contest has been described as 'very near the knuckle'
with Clay later complaining of being repeatedly hit on
the break.! In the dying seconds of the fourth round,
Cooper felled Clay with an upward angled version of his
trademark left hook, “Enry’s '"Ammer”. Unfortunately for
Cooper, his opponent’s armpit caught in the ropes go-
ing down, which prevented his head from striking the
canvas covered boards which made up the floor of the
ring (something which could easily have knocked him
unconscious).©!

Clay stood up and started slowly towards Angelo Dundee
who — in violation of the rules — guided him into the cor-
ner. At first Dundee talked and slapped Clay’s legs, but
after a still-dazed Clay misunderstood and tried to get off
the stool Dundee used smelling salts in a serious violation
of the rules. (British rules did not allow any stimulant
but water.)”! Dundee has since claimed to have opened
a small tear in one of Clay’s gloves and told the referee
that his fighter needed a new pair of gloves, thus delaying
the start of the Sth round. Cooper has always insisted that
this delay lasted anywhere from 3-5 seconds!!”! accord-
ing to the footage, and this did not deny him the chance
to try to knock Clay out while he was still dazed. In
tapes of the fight it seems Clay received only an extra
six seconds (although there are still doubters who think
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a longer delay was edited out) and the gloves were not
replaced.!! 1U21131 Cooper started the Sth round aggres-
sively, attempting to make good his advantage, but a re-
covered Clay effectively countered and Cooper was hit
high on the face with a hard right which opened a severe
cut under his eye; referee Tommy Little was forced to
stop the fight. Clay won.['¥]

After this fight, a spare pair of gloves was always required
at ringside. What is certain, however, is that Dundee
held smelling salts under Clay’s nose in an effort to re-
vive his man, which was illegal.l'>! Clay was obviously
impressed by the knockdown and on the 40th anniver-
sary of the fight telephoned Cooper to reminisce. Clay,
who had changed his name to Muhammad Ali in 1964,
later said on British television that Cooper “had hit him so
hard that his ancestors in Africa felt it”. In 1966 Cooper
fought Ali, now world heavyweight champion, for a sec-
ond time at Highbury.['®) However Ali was now alert to
the danger posed by Cooper’s left and more cautious than
he had been in the previous contest; he held Cooper in
a vice-like grip during clinches, and when told to break
leapt backward several feet.[®! Accumulated scar tissue
around Cooper’s eyes made him more vulnerable than in
the previous meeting and a serious cut was opened by
Ali, which led to the fight being stopped, Cooper again
suffering a technical knockout when he was ahead on the
scorecards.!®!

Last fights

After the loss to Ali, Cooper fought former heavyweight
champion Floyd Patterson, but was counted out in the
fourth. After that he went undefeated until the final fight
of his career, and made more defences of his British and
Commonwealth titles against Jack Bodell (TKO 2 and
PTS 15) and Billy Walker (TKO 6). In 1968 Cooper
added the European crown to his domestic titles with a
win over Karl Mildenberger, and later made two success-
ful defences of his title.

In his last fight, in May 1971, a 36-year-old Cooper faced
21-year-old Joe Bugner, one of the biggest heavyweights
in the world at the time, for the British, European and
Commonwealth belts. Referee Harry Gibbs awarded the
fight to Bugner by the now abolished quarter of a point
margin. It remains one of boxing’s most controversial
decisions. An audience mainly composed of Cooper fans
did not appreciate the innately cautious Bugner, and the
decision was booed with commentator Harry Carpenter
asking, “How can they take away the man’s titles like
this?".!7! Cooper announced his retirement shortly after-
wards. A controversy followed, with an accusation that
points awarded on Gibb’s scorecard had been changed.
Gibbs said the allegation was completely untrue. Cooper
refused to speak to Gibbs for several years, but eventually
agreed to shake his hand for charity!'®! six months before
Gibbs died.
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Opinion on modern boxers

In Cooper’s later years, he retired from commentary on
the sport as he became “disillusioned with boxing”, want-
ing “straight, hard and fast boxing that he was used to
from his times.”['”) While acknowledging that he was
from a different era and would not be fighting as a heavy-
weight today, Cooper was nonetheless critical of the trend
for heavyweights to bulk up as he thought it made for one-
paced and less entertaining contests.!?"! In his final year,
he said plainly that he did not “think boxing is as good
as it was”, naming Joe Calzaghe, Ricky Hatton and Amir
Khan as “the best of their era”, but asserting that “if you
match them up with the champions of thirty or forty years
ago I don't think they're as good”.[?!]

2.8.3 Life outside boxing

After his retirement from boxing Henry Cooper main-
tained a high public profile with appearances in the BBC
quiz show A Question of Sport and various advertise-
ments, most famously in those for Brut aftershave, which
have been credited with removing a lingering suspicion
among the British that men who wore cologne were
effeminate.?” Although generally a traditionalist,["!
Cooper was officially the co-founder of the Anti-Nazi
League, a largely left-wing campaign focused on far-right
groups which opposed immigration.??! He was also a fre-
quent and popular guest at charity fund-raising events.?*!
He appeared as boxer John Gully in the 1975 film Royal
Flash and in his latter years featured in a series of UK
public service announcements urging vulnerable groups
to go to their doctor for vaccination against influenza
called Get your Jab in First!**

Cooper had become a 'name' at Lloyd’s of London, a sup-
posedly 'blue chip' investment, but in the 1990s he was
reportedly one of those who suffered enormous personal
losses because of the unlimited liability which a 'name’
was then responsible for, and he was forced to sell his
hard won Lonsdale belts.>"! Subsequently, Cooper’s en-
during popularity as an after dinner speaker provided a
source of income, and he was in most respects a picture
of contentment although becoming more subdued in the
years following the death of his wife.?01(23]

Considering his long career, Henry Cooper had suffered
relatively little boxing-related damage to his health, apart
from “a bit of arthritis", remaining an imposing figure
into his seventies; in the words of one journalist, “the liv-
ing manifestation of an age of tuxedos in ringside seats,
Harry Carpenter commentaries, sponge buckets and 'sec-
onds out"".”! He lived in Hildenborough, Kent,[>>! and he
was the president of Nizels Golf Club in the town until his
death.[?120]

Cooper was married to Albina Genepri,?®! an Italian
Catholic,?) from 1960 until her death from a heart at-
tack aged 71> in 2008.1"1 He converted to her faith.2®!
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He was survived by their sons, Henry Marco and John
Pietro,!"! and two grandchildren.[>!! He left £747,098.123]
In an interview published a few days after her death,
Cooper described Albina, who “hated” his sport, as “an
ideal wife for a boxer”, never grumbling about his long
absences before big fights and inviting journalists in for
tea while they waited for Cooper to get out of bed the
morning after bouts.*!!

2.8.4 Awards and honours

Cooper was the first to win the BBC Sports Personality of
the Year award twice (in 1967 and 1970) and one of only
three two-time winners in the award’s history (the oth-
ers being Nigel Mansell in 1986 and 1992 and Damon
Hill in 1994 and 1996). Cooper was given the award in
1967 for going unbeaten throughout the year. One of the
most memorable fights of the year was his defeat of chal-
lenger Jack Bodell in June. His second award came in
1970, when Cooper had become the British, Common-
wealth and European heavyweight champion, cementing
his reputation as one of the greatest post-war British box-
ers. He is the only British boxer to win three Lonsdale
Belts outright.

Cooper was appointed an Officer of the Order of the
British Empire (OBE) in 1969, awarded a Papal Knight-
hood in 1978, and was knighted in 2000. He is also
celebrated as one of the great Londoners in the “Lon-
don Song” by Ray Davies on his 1998 album The Sto-
ryteller.2611271128]

He was the subject of This Is Your Life in 1970 when
he was surprised by Eamonn Andrews at Thames Televi-
sion’s Euston Road Studios.

2.8.5 Professional boxing record
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2.9. SONNY LISTON

2.8.7 External links

e Remembering Clay v Cooper East Side Boxing, 14
November 2006

e Professional boxing record for Henry Cooper from
BoxRec

e Henry Cooper’s appearance on This Is Your Life

2.9 Sonny Liston

Charles L. "Sonny" Liston (died December 30, 1970)
was an American professional boxer known for his tough-
ness, punching power and intimidating appearance. A
long-avoided contender, he became world heavyweight
champion in 1962 by knocking out Floyd Patterson in the
first round, repeating the knockout in a defense of the ti-
tle.

Although widely regarded as unbeatable, Liston lost the
title in 1964 to 7—1 underdog Muhammad Ali. Contro-
versy followed with claims he had been drinking heavily
the night before the fight. In the rematch Liston suffered
a shocking first round knock-out that led to unresolved
suspicions of a fix. He was still a world-ranked boxer
when he died in mysterious circumstances. Underworld
connections—along with his unrecorded date of birth—
added to the enigma. The Ring magazine ranked Liston
as the seventh greatest heavyweight of all time.

2.9.1 Early life
Family

Charles “Sonny” Liston was born into a sharecropping
family who farmed the poor land of Morledge Plantation
near Johnson Township, St. Francis County, Arkansas.
His father, Tobe Liston, was in his mid-40s when he and
his wife, Helen Baskin, who was almost 30 years younger
than Tobe, moved to Arkansas from Mississippi in 1916.
Helen had one child before she married Tobe, and Tobe
had 13 children with his first wife. Tobe and Helen had
12 children together. Sonny was the second youngest
child.¥1#

Date of birth

There is no record of Liston’s birth. His family, but not
Sonny Liston, can be found in the 1930 census, and in
the 1940 census he was listed as 10 years old.!>!!! It has
been suggested Liston may not have known what year he
was born, as he was not precise on the matter. He finally
settled on a date of birth of May 8, 1932 for official pur-
poses but by the time he won the world title an aged ap-
pearance added credence to rumors that he was actually
several years older.[0/l7I8191110]
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Youth

Tobe Liston inflicted whippings so severe on Sonny that
the scars were still visible decades later. “The only thing
my old man ever gave me was a beating,” Liston said.[!!!
Helen Baskin moved to St. Louis, Missouri, with some
of her children, leaving Liston—aged around 13, accord-
ing to his later reckonings—in Arkansas with his father.
Sonny thrashed the pecans from his brother-in-law’s tree
and sold them in Forrest City. With the proceeds he trav-
eled to St. Louis and reunited with his mother and sib-
lings. Liston tried going to school but quickly left after
jeers about his illiteracy; the only employment he could
obtain was sporadic and exploitative.*!

Liston turned to crime and led a gang of toughs who
committed muggings and armed robberies. He became
known to the St. Louis police as the “Yellow Shirt Ban-
dit”, due to the shirt he wore during robberies. Liston was
caught in January 1950. He gave his age as 20, while the
St. Louis Globe-Democrat reported that he was 22.1%! Lis-
ton was convicted and sentenced to five years in Missouri
State Penitentiary. His time in prison started on June 1,
1950.7

Liston never complained about prison, saying he was
guaranteed three meals every day.!'?! The athletic direc-
tor at Missouri State Penitentiary, Rev. Alois Stevens,
suggested to Liston that he try boxing, and his obvious
aptitude, along with an endorsement from Stevens, who
was also a priest, aided Liston in getting an early pa-
role. Stevens organized a sparring session with a profes-
sional heavyweight named Thurman Wilson to showcase
Liston’s potential. After two rounds, Wilson had taken
enough. “Better get me out of this ring, he is going to kill
me!" he exclaimed.["?!

2.9.2 Amateur boxing career

After he was released from prison on October 31, 1952,
Liston had a brief amateur career which spanned less than
ayear. Liston captured the Chicago Golden Gloves Tour-
nament of Champions on March 6, 1953, with a victory
over 1952 Olympic Heavyweight Champion Ed Sanders.
He then outpointed Julius Griffin, winner of the New
York Golden Gloves Tournament of Champions, to cap-
ture the Intercity Golden Gloves Championship on March
26. Liston was dropped in the first round, but he came
back to control the next two rounds and had Griffin hang-
ing on at the end.

Liston competed in the 1953 National Amateur Athletic
Union Tournament and lost in the quarterfinals to 17-
year-old Jimmy McCarter on April 15. Liston would later
employ McCarter as a sparring partner.'#!

Liston boxed in an International Golden Gloves com-
petition at Kiel Auditorium in St. Louis on June 23,
and knocked out Hermann Schreibauer of West Ger-
many at 2:16 of the first round. The previous month,
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Schreibauer had won a bronze medal in the European
Championships.['>! At this time, the head coach of the
St. Louis Golden Gloves team, Tony Anderson, stated
that Liston was the strongest fighter he had ever seen.

2.9.3 Professional boxing career

Liston signed a contract in September 1953, exclaiming:
“Whatever you tell me to do, I'll do.”('*! The only ones
who had been willing to put up the necessary money for
him to turn professional were close to underworld figures,
and Liston supplemented his income by working for rack-
eteers as an intimidator-enforcer. The connections to or-
ganized crime were an advantage early in his career, but
were later used against him.[!®!

Liston made his professional debut on September 2,
1953, knocking out Don Smith in the first round in St.
Louis, where he fought his first five bouts. Though not
particularly tall for a heavyweight at 6 ft 0.5 in (1.84 m),
he had an exceptionally powerful physique and dispropor-
tionate reach at 84 inches (2.13 m)!"2! Liston’s fists mea-
sured 15 inches (38 cm) around, the largest of any heavy-
weight champion. Sports lllustrated writer Mort Sharnik
said his hands “looked like cannonballs when he made
them into fists.” Liston’s noticeably more muscular left
arm, crushing left jab and powerful left hook lent cre-
dence to the widely held belief that he was left-handed
but utilized an orthodox stance.

Early in his career, Liston faced capable opponents. In his
sixth bout, he faced John Summerlin (18-1-2) on national
television and won by an eight-round decision. In his next
fight, he had a rematch with Summerlin and again won
an eight-round decision. Both fights were in Summerlin’s
hometown of Detroit, Michigan.[!”!

Liston suffered his first defeat in his eighth fight on
September 7, 1954, losing against Marty Marshall,
a journeyman with an awkward style. In the third
round, Marshall nailed Liston—reportedly while he was
laughing—and broke his jaw. A stoic Liston finished the
fight but lost by an eight-round split decision. On April
21, 1956, Liston defeated Marshall in a rematch, drop-
ping him four times en route to a sixth-round knockout.
They had a rubber match on March 6, 1956, which Liston
won by a lopsided ten-round unanimous decision.

Liston’s criminal record, compounded by a personal as-
sociation with a notorious labor racketeer, led to the po-
lice stopping him on sight, and he began to avoid main
streets. On May 5, 1956, a cop confronted Liston and
a friend about a cab parked near Liston’s home. Liston
assaulted the officer, breaking his knee and gashing his
face. He also took his gun. Liston claimed the officer
used racial slurs. A widely publicized account of Lis-
ton resisting arrest—even after nightsticks were allegedly
broken over his skull—added to the public perception of
him as a nightmarish “monster” who was impervious to
punishment. He was paroled after serving six months of
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a nine-month sentence and prohibited from boxing dur-
ing 1957. After repeated overnight detention by the St.
Louis police and a thinly veiled threat to his life, Liston
left for Philadelphia.''®!

In 1958, Liston returned to boxing. He won eight fights
that year, six by knockout. Liston also got a new man-
ager in 1958: Joseph “Pep” Barone, who was a front man
for mobsters Frankie Carbo and Frank “Blinky” Palermo.
The year 1959 was a banner one for Liston: after knock-
ing out contender Mike DeJohn in six rounds, he faced
Cleveland Williams, a fast-handed fighter who was billed
as the hardest-hitting heavyweight in the world. Against
Williams, Liston showed durability, power and skill, nul-
lifying Williams® best work before stopping him in the
third round. This victory is regarded by some as Liston’s
most impressive performance. He rounded out the year
by stopping Nino Valdez and Willi Besmanoff.

In 1960, Liston won five more fights, including a re-
match with Williams, who lasted only two rounds. Lis-
ton’s physique was artificially enhanced with towels under
his robe when he entered the ring. Roy Harris, who had
gone 13 rounds with Floyd Patterson in a title match, was
crushed in one round by Liston. Top contender Zora Fol-
ley was stopped in three rounds and the run of knockouts
led to Liston being touted as a “champion in waiting.”

Liston’s streak of nine straight knockout victories ended
when he won a unanimous twelve-round decision against
Eddie Machen on September 7, 1960. Machen’s
mobility enabled him to go the distance. However,
Machen’s taunting and his spoiling tactics of dodging and
grappling—at one point almost heaving Liston over the
ropes—so alienated the audience that Liston received un-
accustomed support from the crowd.!"”! Before his bout
with Liston, Muhammad Ali consulted Machen and was
advised that the key to success was to make Liston lose
his temper.[!”!

2.9.4 Boxing style

Writer Gilbert Rogin assessed Liston’s style and physique
after his win over Foley. He said that Liston was not quick
with his hand- or foot-work, that he relied too much on
his ability to take a punch, and that he could be vulner-
able to an opponent with more hand speed. “But can he
hit!" Rogin wrote. “There is power in both his left and
his right, even though the fists move with the languor of
motoring royalty or as if passing through a gaseous en-
velope more dense than air.” Rogin called Liston’s body
“awesome—arms like fence posts, thighs like silos.” His
defense was described as “the gate-crossing of arms a la
Archie Moore.”[?"!
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2.9.5 Title challenge delay

Liston became the No. 1 contender in 1960, but the han-
dlers of World Heavyweight Champion Floyd Patterson
refused to give him a shot at the title because of Liston’s
links to organized crime.?!! Ironically, Patterson’s man-
ager, Cus D'Amato, associated with racketeers and had
his manager’s license revoked by the New York State Ath-
letic Commission for alleged misconduct in connection
with the Floyd Patterson-Ingemar Johansson title fight in
June 1959.[2%]

Civic leaders were also reluctant, worrying that Liston’s
unsavory character would set a bad example to youth.
The NAACP had urged Patterson not to fight Liston,
fearing that a Liston victory would hurt the civil rights
movement.[>*! Many African-Americans disdained Lis-
ton. Asked by a young white reporter why he wasn't
fighting for freedom in the South, Liston deadpanned,
“T ain't got no dog-proof ass.”®*! However, in the after-
math of the 16th Street Baptist Church bombing, Liston
broke off a European boxing exhibition tour to return
home and was quoted as saying he was “ashamed to be
in America.”?”!

United States President John F. Kennedy also did not
want Patterson to fight Liston. When Patterson met with
the president in January 1962, Kennedy suggested that
Patterson avoid Liston, citing Justice Department con-
cerns over Liston’s ties to organized crime.?®’

Jack Dempsey spoke for many when he was quoted as
saying that Sonny Liston should not be allowed to fight for
the title. Liston angrily responded by questioning whether
Dempsey’s failure to serve in World War I qualified him
to moralize.!*”! Frustrated, Liston changed his manage-
ment in 1961 and applied pressure through the media by
remarking that Patterson, who had faced mostly white
challengers since becoming champion, was drawing the
color line against his own race.*®!

Liston vs. Patterson

Patterson finally signed to meet Liston for the world title
on September 25, 1962, in Comiskey Park in Chicago,
Mlinois.**! Leading up to the fight, Liston was an 8-5
betting favorite, though many picked Patterson to win.
In an Associated Press poll, 64 of 102 reporters picked
Patterson. Sports lllustrated predicted a Patterson victory
in 15 rounds, stating: “Sonny has neither Floyd’s speed
nor the versatility of his attack. He is a relatively el-
ementary, one-track fighter.” Former champions James
J. Braddock, Jersey Joe Walcott, Ezzard Charles, Rocky
Marciano and Ingemar Johansson all picked Patterson
to win. Muhammad Ali (at the time a rising contender
named Cassius Clay) predicted a knockout by Liston in
the first five rounds.

The fight turned out to be a mismatch. Liston, with a
25-pound weight advantage (214 1b (97.07 kg) to 189 1b
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(85.73 kg)), knocked out Patterson at 2:06 of the first
round, putting him down for the count with a powerful left
hook to the jaw. Sports Illustrated writer Gilbert Rogin
wrote: “that final left hook crashed into Patterson’s cheek
like a diesel rig going downhill, no brakes.” It was the
third-fastest knockout in a world heavyweight title fight
and the first time the champion had been knocked out in
round one.

Rogin wrote that Patterson backers expected him to “go
inside on Liston, fire away and then run like a thief in
the night. He would not close in until the accumulated
inside damage and Liston’s own frustration had sapped
the challenger’s strength and will.” Patterson’s mistake
was that he “did not punch enough and frequently tried
to clinch with Liston....In these feckless clinches he only
managed to tie up one of Liston’s arms. A grateful Liston
found there was no need to give chase. The victim sought
out the executioner.” Rogin discounted speculation that
Patterson had thrown the fight, writing: “The genesis of
all this wide-eyed theorizing and downright baloney was
the fact that many spectators failed to see the knockout
blows. 30131

Heavyweight Champion of the World

On winning the Heavyweight Championship of the
World, Liston had a speech prepared for the crowd
that friends had assured him would meet him at the
Philadelphia airport. But upon arrival, Liston was met
by only a handful of reporters and public relations staff.
Writer Jack McKinney said, “I watched Sonny. His eyes
swept the whole scene....You could feel the deflation, see
the look of hurt in his eyes....He had been deliberately
snubbed. Philadelphia wanted nothing to do with him.”

During an era when white journalists still described black
sportsmen in stereotypes, Liston had long been a target
of racially charged slurs; he was called a “gorilla” and
“a jungle beast” in print. Larry Merchant, then a writer
with the Philadelphia Daily News, wrote: “A celebra-
tion for Philadelphia’s first heavyweight champ is now in
order....Emily Post would probably recommend a ticker-
tape parade. For confetti we can use torn-up arrest war-
rants.” He also wrote that Liston’s win over Patterson
proved that “in a fair fight between good and evil, evil
must win.” Some writers thought Liston brought bad press
on himself by a surly and hostile attitude toward journal-
ists. He also had a reputation for bullying people such as
porters and waitresses.!>!

Liston’s run-ins with the police had continued in Philadel-
phia. He particularly resented a 1961 arrest by a
black patrolman for loitering, claiming to have merely
been signing autographs and chatting with fans outside
a drug store.!*3) One month later, Liston was accused
of impersonating a police officer by using a flashlight
to wave down a female motorist in Fairmount Park, al-
though all charges were later dropped. Subsequently, Lis-
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ton spent some months in Denver where a Catholic priest
who acted as his spiritual adviser attempted to help bring
his drinking under control. After he won the title, Liston
relocated to Denver permanently, saying, “I'd rather be a
lamppost in Denver than the mayor of Philadelphia.”?*!

Liston vs. Patterson II  Patterson and Liston had a re-
match clause in their contract. Patterson wanted a chance
to redeem himself, so they had a rematch on July 22,
1963, in Las Vegas, Nevada. Patterson, a 4-1 betting un-
derdog, was knocked down three times and counted out
at 2:10 of the first round. The fight lasted four seconds
longer than the first one.!>* Liston’s victory was loudly
booed. “The public is not with me. I know it,” Liston said
afterward. “But they'll have to swing along until some-
body comes to beat me.”!3?!

Liston vs. Ali

Main article: Muhammad Ali vs. Sonny Liston

Liston made his second title defense against Muhammad
Ali—at the time Cassius Clay—on February 25, 1964, in
Miami Beach, Florida. Liston was a 7-1 betting favorite.
In a pre-fight poll, 43 of 46 sportswriters picked Sonny
Liston to win by knockout. Some were surprised during
the referee’s instructions to see that Ali was a couple of
inches taller than Liston, the so-called “Big Bear.”

Liston charged Ali at the opening bell, looking to end
the fight quickly and decisively. However, Ali’s supe-
rior speed and movement were immediately evident, as
he slipped most of Liston’s lunging punches, making the
champion look awkward. Ali clearly gained confidence
as the round progressed. He hit Liston with a combina-
tion that electrified the crowd with about 30 seconds left
in the round and began scoring repeatedly with his left
jab (the round lasted an extra 20 seconds because referee
Barney Felix didn't hear the bell).

Liston settled down somewhat in round two. At one point,
he cornered Ali against the ropes and hit him with a hard
left hook. Ali later confessed that he was hurt by the
punch, but Liston failed to press his advantage. Two of
the official scorers awarded the round to Liston and the
other had it even.

In the third round, Ali began to take control of the fight.
At about 30 seconds into the round, he hit Liston with sev-
eral combinations, causing a bruise under Liston’s right
eye and a cut under his left, which eventually required
eight stitches to close. It was the first time in his career
that Liston had been cut. At one point in this attack, Lis-
ton’s knees buckled and he almost went down as he was
driven to the ropes.!*¥ A clearly angered Liston rallied at
the end of the round, as Ali seemed tired, and delivered
punishing shots to Ali’s body. It was probably Liston’s
best moment in the entire fight.[*>! Sitting on his stool be-
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tween rounds, Liston was breathing heavily as his corner-
men worked on his cut.

During the fourth round, Ali coasted, keeping his dis-
tance. However, when he returned to his corner, he
started complaining that there was something burning in
his eyes and he could not see. “I didn't know what the
heck was going on,” Angelo Dundee, Ali’s trainer, re-
called on an NBC special 25 years later. “He said, 'cut the
gloves off. I want to prove to the world there’s dirty work
afoot." And I said, 'whoa, whoa, back up baby. C'mon
now, this is for the title, this is the big apple. What are
you doing? Sitdown!" So I get him down, I get the sponge
and I pour the water into his eyes trying to cleanse what-
ever’s there, but before I did that I put my pinkie in his
eye and I put it into my eye. It burned like hell. There
was something caustic in both eyes.” Biographer Wilfrid
Sheed wrote in his book, Muhammad Ali: A Portrait in
Words and Photographs, that Ali’s protests were heard by
ringside members of the Nation of Islam who initially sus-
pected Dundee had blinded his fighter and that the trainer
deliberately wiped his own eyes with the corner sponge to
demonstrate to Ali’s approaching bodyguards that he had
not intentionally blinded him.

The commotion wasn't lost on referee Barney Felix, who
was walking toward Ali’s corner. Felix later said Ali was
seconds from being disqualified.*® The challenger, his
arms held high in surrender, was demanding that the fight
be stopped and Dundee, fearing the fight might indeed be
halted, gave his charge a one-word order: “Run!"

Many theorized that a substance used on Liston’s cuts by
Joe Pollino, his cutman, may have inadvertently caused
the irritation.[?”]

Ali later said in round five he could only see a faint shadow
of Liston during most of the round, but by circling and
moving frantically he managed to avoid Liston and some-
how survive. At one point, Ali was wiping his eyes with
his right hand while extending his left arm—"like a drunk
leaning on a lamppost” Bert Sugar wrote—to keep Liston
at bay.!38! By the sixth round, Ali’s sight had cleared, and a
clearly enraged Ali fought a blisteringly aggressive round
landing combinations of punches at all angles seemingly
at will.[3!

Liston failed to answer the bell for the seventh round, and
Ali was declared the winner by technical knockout. It was
the first time since 1919—when Jack Dempsey defeated
Jess Willard—that a World Heavyweight Champion had
quit on his stool. Liston said he quit because of a shoul-
der injury. Dr. Alexander Robbins, chief physician for
the Miami Beach Boxing Commission, diagnosed Liston
with a torn tendon in his left shoulder. However, David
Remnick, for his book, King of the World: Muhammad
Ali and the Rise of an American Hero, spoke with one
of Liston’s cornermen, who told him that Liston could
have continued: "[The shoulder] was all BS. We had a
return bout clause with Clay, but if you say your guy just
quit, who is gonna get a return bout. We cooked up that
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shoulder thing on the spot.”*’! Hall of Fame matchmaker
Teddy Brenner also disputed the shoulder injury, claim-
ing he saw Liston use the same arm to throw a chair in
his dressing room after the match.*!!

Liston vs. Ali II

Liston trained hard for the rematch, which was sched-
uled to take place November 13, 1964, in Boston,
Massachusetts. Time magazine said Liston had worked
himself into the best shape of his career. However, there
were again rumors of alcohol abuse in training.!*?! The
extent to which Liston’s heavy drinking and possible drug
use may have contributed to his surprisingly poor perfor-
mances against Ali is not known.!'!J

Three days before the fight, Ali needed emergency
surgery for a strangulated hernia. The bout would need
to be delayed by six months.[**! The new date was set
for May 25, 1965. But as it approached, there were
fears that the promoters were tied to organized crime
and Massachusetts officials, most notably Suffolk County
District Attorney Garrett Byrne, began to have second
thoughts. Byrne sought an injunction blocking the fight
in Boston because Inter-Continental Promotions was pro-
moting the fight without a Massachusetts license. Inter-
Continental said local veteran Sam Silverman was the
promoter. On May 7, backers of the rematch ended the
court battle by pulling the fight out of Boston.!**! The
promoters needed a new location quickly, whatever the
size, to rescue their closed circuit television commitment
around the country. Governor John H. Reed of Maine
stepped forward, and within a few hours, the promoters
had a new site: Lewiston, Maine, a mill town with a pop-
ulation of about 41,000 located 140 miles (230 km) north
of Boston.

The ending of the fight remains one of the most contro-
versial in boxing history. Midway through the first round,
Liston threw a left jab and Ali went over it with a fast
right, knocking the former champion down. Liston went
down on his back. He rolled over, got to his right knee
and then fell on his back again. Many in attendance did
not see Ali deliver the punch. The fight quickly descended
into chaos. Referee Jersey Joe Walcott, a former World
Heavyweight Champion himself, had a hard time getting
Ali to go to a neutral corner. Ali initially stood over his
fallen opponent, gesturing and yelling at him, “Get up and
fight, sucker!"

When Walcott got back to Liston and looked at the
knockdown timekeeper, Francis McDonough, to pick up
the count, Liston had fallen back on the canvas. Walcott
never did pick up the count. He said he could not hear
McDonough, who did not have a microphone. Also, Mc-
Donough did not bang on the canvas or motion a number
count with his fingers. McDonough, however, claimed
Walcott was looking at the crowd and never at him. Af-
ter Liston arose, Walcott wiped off his gloves. He then
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left the fighters to go over to McDonough. “The time-
keeper was waving both hands and saying, 'l counted
him out—the fight is over,'" Walcott said after the fight.
"Nat Fleischer [editor of The Ring] was sitting beside Mc-
Donough and he was waving his hands, too, saying it was
over.” Walcott then rushed back to the fighters, who had
resumed boxing, and stopped the fight—awarding Ali a
first-round knockout victory.[*! Strict interpretation of
the knockdown/count rule states it is the referee’s count
and not the timekeeper’s that is the official count. Fur-
thermore, that count cannot be started until the fighter
scoring the knockdown goes to and remains in a neutral
corner. Ali did neither. Walcott never began a count in
the ring because of Ali’s non-compliance and his physi-
cal struggle with getting Ali to go to that neutral corner.
The interference of ringside reporters regarding interpre-
tation of the rules, the fight stoppage and the controversy
after the fight had not been seen since The Long Count
Fight between Champion Gene Tunney and challenger
Jack Dempsey in 1927.

The fight ranks as one of the shortest heavyweight title
bouts in history. Many in the small crowd had not even
settled in their seats when the fight was stopped. The offi-
cial time of the stoppage was announced as 1:00 into the
first round, which was wrong. Liston went down at 1:44,
got up at 1:56, and Walcott stopped the fight at 2:12.

Numerous fans booed and started yelling, “Fix!" Many
did not see the punch land and some of those who did see
it land, didn't think it was powerful enough to knock Lis-
ton out. Skeptics called the knockout blow “the phantom
punch.” Ali called it “the anchor punch.” He said it was
taught to him by comedian and film actor Stepin Fetchit,
who learned it from Jack Johnson.

There were some, however, who believed the fight was le-
gitimate. World Light Heavyweight Champion José Tor-
res said, “It was a perfect punch.” Jim Murray of the Los
Angeles Times wrote that it was “no phantom punch.” And
Tex Maule of Sports Illustrated wrote, “The blow had so
much force it lifted Liston’s left foot, upon which most of
his weight was resting, well off the canvas.”

Some found it hard to believe that the punch could have
floored a man like Liston. Hall of Fame announcer Don
Dunphy said, “Here was a guy who was in prison and
the guards used to beat him over the head with clubs
and couldn't knock him down.” But others contend that
he wasn't the same Liston. Dave Anderson of the New
York Times said Liston “looked awful” in his last work-
out before the fight. Liston’s handlers secretly paid spar-
ring partner Amos Lincoln an extra $100 to take it easy
on him. Arthur Daley of the New York Times wrote that
Liston’s handlers knew he “didn't have it anymore.”40]

Former champions Jack Dempsey, Joe Louis, Floyd Pat-
terson and Gene Tunney, as well as contender George
Chuvalo all stated that they considered the fight to be a
fake. Some felt the knockdown was real but the knock-
out was fake. Ali biographer Wilfrid Sheed opines in
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his book, Muhammad Ali: A Portrait in Words and Pho-
tographs, that Liston planned to throw the fight for rea-
sons unknown and used the legitimate first round knock-
down to do so. Sheed says that the punch and the knock-
down “may have been genuine, but when referee Joe Wal-
cott blew the count and gave him all evening to get up,
Liston’s rendition of a coma wouldn't have fooled a pos-

£

sum.

While Liston publicly denied taking a dive, Sports lllus-
trated writer Mark Kram said that years later Liston told
him, “That guy [Ali] was crazy. I didn't want anything to
do with him. And the Muslims were coming up. Who
needed that? So I went down. I wasn't hit.”[47!

Subsequent fights

After the second loss to Ali, Liston stayed out of the
ring for more than a year. He returned with four consec-
utive knockout victories in Sweden between July 1966
and April 1967, all four co-promoted by former World
Heavyweight Champion Ingemar Johansson. One of the
victories was over Amos Johnson, who had recently de-
feated British champion Henry Cooper.

Liston returned to the United States and won seven fights,
all by knockout, in 1968. America’s first look at Liston
since the Ali rematch was when he fought fifth-ranked
Henry Clark in a nationally broadcast bout in July 1968.
Liston won by a seventh-round technical knockout and
seemed on the verge of making a comeback to the big
time. He talked of a fight with Joe Frazier, claiming,
“It'd be like shooting fish in a barrel.” Liston won fourteen
consecutive bouts, thirteen by knockout, before fighting
third-ranked Leotis Martin in December 1969. Liston
decked Martin with a left hook in the fourth round and
dominated most of the fight, but Martin came back and
knocked Liston out cold in the ninth round. Unfortu-
nately for Martin, his career ended after that fight because
of a detached retina he suffered during the bout.

Liston won his final fight, a tough match against future
world title challenger Chuck Wepner in June 1970.148!
The bout was stopped after the ninth round due to cuts
over both of Wepner’s eyes. Wepner needed 72 stitches
and suffered a broken cheekbone and nose.

2.9.6 Personal life

Liston married Geraldine Chambers in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, on June 10, 1950. Geraldine had a daughter from
a previous relationship, and the Listons subsequently
adopted a boy from Sweden. Liston biographer Paul
Gallender claims that Liston fathered several children,
though none with his wife. Geraldine remembered her
husband as, “Great with me, great with the kids. He was
a gentle man.”?4!
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2.9.7 Death

Following the win over Wepner, Liston was going to face
Canadian champion George Chuvalo, but the fight never
happened. “When I signed to fight him (in December
1970) he'd been dead for a week,” Chuvalo stated years
later. “He passed away after I'd sent a telegram to the
promoter, agreeing terms to the fight at the Montreal Fo-
rum. A day or so later a news report flashes up saying
former heavyweight champion of the world Sonny Liston
found dead at his Las Vegas home. I'd actually signed a
contract to face a dead man.”l%!

Liston was found dead by his wife, Geraldine, in their Las
Vegas home on January 5, 1971.5% On returning home
from a two-week trip, Geraldine had smelled a foul odor
emanating from the main bedroom and on entering saw
Sonny slumped up against the bed, a broken foot bench
on the floor. Authorities theorized that he was undressing
for bed when he fell over backward with such force that
he broke the rail of the bench. Geraldine called Sonny’s
attorney and his doctor but didn't notify the police until
two to three hours later.!!]

Sergeant Dennis Caputo of the Clark County Sheriff’s
Department was one of the first officers on the scene. Ca-
puto found a quarter-ounce of heroin in a balloon in the
kitchen and a half-ounce of marijuana in Liston’s pants
pocket, but no syringes or needles. Some found it suspi-
cious that authorities could not locate any drug parapher-
nalia that Liston presumably would have needed to inject
the fatal dose, such as a spoon to cook the heroin or a
tourniquet to wrap around his arm. However, former Las
Vegas police sergeant Gary Beckwith said, “It wasn't un-
common for family members in these cases to go through
and tidy up...to save family embarrassment.”>?]

Following an investigation, Las Vegas police concluded
that there were no signs of foul play and declared Liston’s
death a heroin overdose. “It was common knowledge that
Sonny was a heroin addict,” said Caputo. “The whole de-
partment knew about it.” The date of death listed on his
death certificate is December 30, 1970, which police es-
timated by judging the number of milk bottles and news-
papers at the front door.

Coroner Mark Herman said traces of heroin byproducts
were found in Liston’s system, but not in amounts large
enough to have caused his death. Also, scar tissue, possi-
bly from needle marks, was found in the bend of Liston’s
left elbow. The toxicology report said his body was too
decomposed for the tests to be conclusive. Officially, Lis-
ton died of lung congestion and heart failure.>*! He had
been suffering from hardening of the heart muscle and
lung disease before his death.>*! Liston had been hospi-
talized in early December, complaining of chest pains.’>>!

Many people who knew Liston insisted that he was afraid
of needles and never would have used heroin. “He
had a deadly fear of needles,” said Davey Pearl, a box-
ing referee and friend of Liston’s. “There was nothing
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Sonny feared more than a needle. I know!" said Liston’s
Philadelphia dentist, Dr. Nick Ragni. “He was afraid of
needles,” echoed Father Edward Murphy. “He would do
everything to avoid taking shots.” According to Liston’s
trainer, Willie Reddish, Liston cancelled a planned tour
to Africa in 1963 because he refused to get the required
inoculations. Liston’s wife also reported that her husband
would refuse basic medical care for common colds be-
cause of his dislike of needles.>®!

“The month before he died, some guy ran into Sonny
while he was making a left turn. He had a whiplash, so
they took him to the hospital,” said boxing trainer Johnny
Tocco. “He said: 'Look what they did!' and he was point-
ing at some little bandage over the needle mark in his arm.
He was more angry about that shot than he was about the
car wreck. A couple weeks later, he was still complainin'
about that needle mark. To this day, I'm convinced that’s
what the coroner saw in his exam—that hospital needle
mark.”%7]

Some claim Liston was murdered. There are several the-
ories as to why: (1) Publicist Harold Conrad and others
believed that Liston was deeply involved as a bill col-
lector in a loan-sharking ring in Las Vegas. When he
tried to muscle in for a bigger share of the action, Con-
rad surmised that his employers got him very drunk, took
him home, and stuck him with a needle. (2) Professional
gambler Lem Banker insists that Liston was murdered by
drug dealers with whom he'd become involved. Banker
said he was told by police that Liston had been seen at
a house that would be the target of a drug raid. Banker
said, “Sheriff [Ralph] Lamb told me, "Tell your pal Sonny
to stay away from the West Side because we're going to
bust the drug dealers."" Banker later learned that the po-
lice told Liston the same thing to his face. He apparently
was at the dealers’ house shortly before they got busted.
Because of that, the dealers may have thought Sonny rat-
ted on them and they shot him with a hot dose as retribu-
tion. (3) The mob promised Liston some money to throw
the second Ali fight but they never paid him. As the years
passed and Liston’s financial situation worsened, he got
angry and told the mob he'd go public with the story un-
less they gave him the money. That got him killed. (4)
Liston was supposed to take a dive when he fought Chuck
Wepner six months earlier, and killing him was payback
for his failure to do s0.1%!

Some believe the police covered up what happened. On
January 1, Liston’s wife called Johnny Tocco and said she
hadn't heard from her husband in three days and was wor-
ried. A few years before he died, Johnny Tocco allegedly
told his good friend, Tony Davi, that he went to Liston’s
house and found the door locked and his car in the drive-
way. Tocco called the police, and they broke into the
house. Tocco said that the living room furniture was in
disarray but the house did not yet smell of death. He said
they found Sonny lying on his bed with a needle sticking
out of his arm. Johnny left the house before the police
did. “Johnny wasn't a braggart,” Davi told Liston biog-
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rapher Paul Gallender. “He told me in the strictest con-
fidence, but it was like he wanted to get it off his chest.”
Gallender claims, “A lot of officers knew Sonny was dead
before Geraldine returned home on January 5, but they
chose to let him rot.”13!

Liston is interred in Paradise Memorial Gardens in Las
Vegas, Nevada. His headstone bears two words: A Man.
at Find a Grave

2.9.8 Professional boxing record

2.9.9 In popular culture
Acting

Liston played a fist fighter in the 1965 film Harlow, made
a cameo appearance in the 1968 film Head, which starred
The Monkees, and played the part of The Farmer in
the 1970 film Moonfire, which starred Richard Egan and
Charles Napier. Also in 1970, Liston appeared on an
episode of the TV series Love, American Style and in
a television commercial for Braniff Airlines with Andy
Warhol.[7155%]

Portrayal in film

In the 2001 film Ali, Liston was portrayed by former
WBO Heavyweight Champion Michael Bentt.

Liston was the subject of a 2008 feature film based upon
his life titled Phantom Punch. The film starred Ving
Rhames as Liston and was produced by Rhames, Hassain
Zaidi and Marek Posival.

In the 2015 British crime film Legend, Liston is played by
Mark Theodore in a scene where gangster Reggie Kray
poses for a picture with the boxer.

Portrayal in fiction

Liston appears as a character in James Ellroy's novel The
Cold Six Thousand. In the novel, Liston not only drinks
but also pops pills and works as a sometime enforcer for
a heroin ring in Las Vegas. Liston also appears in the
sequel, Blood'’s a Rover.

Thom Jones titled his 2000 collection of short stories
Sonny Liston Was a Friend of Mine.[%"!

Music

Liston has been referenced in many songs by artists such
as Curtis Eller, Sun Kil Moon, The Animals, Tom Petty,
Mark Knopfler, Phil Ochs, Morrissey, Freddy Blohm,
Chuck E. Weiss, This Bike is a Pipe Bomb, The Roots,
Wu-Tang Clan, Gone Jackals, Billy Joel, The Mountain
Goats, Lil Wayne, and Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds.
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Mark Knopfler's tribute to Liston, “Song for Sonny Lis-
ton,” appeared on his 2004 album Shangri-La.

“Sonny Liston” is also the name of an indie folk band
from Oxford, England.[61]

A wax model of Liston appears in the front row of the
iconic sleeve cover of The Beatles' Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely
Hearts Club Band. He is seen in the far left part of the
row, wearing a white and gold robe, standing beside the
original-look Beatle figures.

Print

Liston appeared on the December 1963 cover of Esquire
magazine (cover photograph by Carl Fischer) “the last
man on earth America wanted to see coming down its

chimney”.[6?!

Elizabeth Bear wrote the short story “Sonny Liston Takes
the Fall,” published in The Del Rey Book of Science Fic-
tion and Fantasy in 2008.1%3] The story speculates that
Liston threw the Ali match for the social good.

2.9.10 See also

e List of WBA world champions
e List of WBC world champions

e List of The Ring world champions
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2.9.12 External links

e Professional boxing record for Sonny Liston from
BoxRec

e The Cyber Boxing Zone—Sonny Liston

e Red Arrow: The Mysterious Death of Sonny Liston
by Carlos Acevedo

o The Sad Legacy of Sonny Liston by William Dettloff

o The Troubled Life And Sad Legacy Of Sonny Liston
by Mike Dunn

e Lyrics to a song about Liston by Mark Knopfler

e Sonny Liston Memorial at Find A Grave

2.10 Floyd Patterson

Floyd Patterson (January 4, 1935 — May 11, 2006) was
an American professional boxer who held the undisputed
world heavyweight championship. At the age of 21, he
became the youngest boxer to win the world heavyweight
title, and was also the first heavyweight to regain the title
after losing it. As an amateur he won a gold medal at the
1952 Olympics in the middleweight division.

Although Mike Tyson later became the youngest boxer to
win a world heavyweight title at the age of 20, Patterson
remains the youngest undisputed heavyweight champion.
He was trained by Cus D' Amato.
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2.10.1 Early life

Born into a poor family in Waco, North Carolina, Patter-
son was the youngest of eleven children and experienced
an insular and troubled childhood. His family moved to
Brooklyn, New York, where Floyd was a truant and petty
thief. At age ten, he was sent to the Wiltwyck School
for Boys, a reform school in upstate New York, which he
credited with turning his life around. He stayed there for
almost 2 years. He attended high school in New Paltz, NY
where he succeeded in all sports (to this day the New Paltz
football field is named in his honor). At age fourteen, he
started to box, trained by Cus D'Amato at his Gramercy
Gym. Aged just 17, Patterson won the Gold medal in the
1952 Helsinki Olympics as a middleweight. 1952 turned
out to be a good year for the young Patterson; in addi-
tion to Olympic gold Patterson won the National Ama-
teur Middleweight Championship and New York Golden
Gloves Middleweight Championship.

Olympic results

e Defeated Omar Tebakka (France) 3-0

Defeated Leonardus Jansen (Netherlands) TKO 1

o Defeated Stig Sj6lin (Sweden) DQ 3

Defeated Vasile Titd (Romania) KO 1

Patterson’s amateur record over 44 fights was 40-4, with
37 knockouts.

Patterson carried his hands higher than most boxers, in
front of his face. Sportswriters called Patterson’s style a
"peek-a-boo" stance.

2.10.2 Early pro career

Patterson turned pro and steadily rose through the ranks,
his only early defeat being an eight-round decision to for-
mer Light Heavyweight Champion Joey Maxim on June
7, 1954, at the Eastern Parkway Arena in Brooklyn, New
York. Most people think Patterson did enough to win,
and Maxim’s greater fame at the time helped to sway the
judges.

2.10.3 Championship

Although Patterson fought around the light heavyweight
limit for much of his early career, he and manager Cus
D'Amato always had plans to fight for the Heavyweight
Championship. In fact, D'Amato made these plans clear
as early as 1954, when he told the press that Patter-
son was aiming for the heavyweight title.!'! However, af-
ter Rocky Marciano announced his retirement as World
Heavyweight Champion on April 27, 1956, Patterson was
ranked by The Ring magazine as the top light heavyweight
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contender. After Marciano’s announcement, Jim Norris
of the International Boxing Club stated that Patterson was
one of the six fighters who would take part in an elimina-
tion tournament to crown Marciano’s successor. The Ring
then moved Patterson into the heavyweight rankings, at
number five.!!

Patterson vs. Moore

After beating Tommy “Hurricane” Jackson in an elimi-
nation fight, Patterson faced former Light Heavyweight
Champion Archie Moore on November 30, 1956, for the
World Heavyweight Championship. He beat Moore by a
knockout in five rounds and became the youngest World
Heavyweight Champion in history, at the age of 21 years,
10 months, 3 weeks and 5 days. He was the first Olympic
gold medalist to win a professional Heavyweight title.

Ingemar Johansson knocks out Floyd Patterson and becomes
boxing heavyweight champion of the world, June 26, 1959.

Patterson vs. Johansson I, IT & II1

After a series of defenses against fringe contenders (Hur-
ricane Jackson, Pete Rademacher, Roy Harris, and Brian
London), Patterson met Ingemar Johansson of Sweden,
the number one contender, in the first of three fights. Jo-
hansson triumphed over Patterson on June 26, 1959, with
the referee Ruby Goldstein stopping the fight in the third
round after the Swede had knocked Patterson down seven
times. Johansson became Sweden’s first World Heavy-
weight Champion, thus becoming a national hero as the
first European to defeat an American for the title since
1933.

Patterson knocked out Johansson in the fifth round of
their rematch on June 20, 1960, to become the first man
in history to regain the Undisputed World Heavyweight
Championship. Johansson hit the canvas hard, seemingly
out before he landed flat on his back. With glazed eyes,
blood trickling from his mouth and his left foot quivering,


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waco,_North_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brooklyn,_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cus_D%2527Amato
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helsinki,_Finland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olympic_Games
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middleweight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Amateur_Middleweight_Champions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Amateur_Middleweight_Champions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Golden_Gloves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Golden_Gloves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stig_Sj%C3%B6lin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vasile_Ti%C5%A3%C4%83
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peek-a-Boo_(boxing_style)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light_Heavyweight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joey_Maxim
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heavyweight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Marciano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ring_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Boxing_Club
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tommy_Hurricane_Jackson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archie_Moore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knockout
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ingemar_Johansson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ingemar_Johansson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruby_Goldstein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Undisputed_Champion

2.10. FLOYD PATTERSON

he was counted out. Johansson lay unconscious for five
minutes before he was helped onto a stool.

A third fight between them was held on March 13, 1961
and while Johansson put Patterson on the floor, Patterson
retained his title by knockout in the sixth round to win the
rubber match in which Patterson was decked twice and
Johansson once in the first round. Johansson had landed
both right hands over Floyd’s left jab. After getting up
from the second knockdown Floyd abandoned his jab and
connected with a left hook that knocked down Johansson.
After that, Patterson came on with a strong body attack
that wore down Johansson. In the 6th round, Johansson
caught Patterson with a solid right. But the power in In-
gemar’s punches was gone. Patterson won the fight in the
6th round by knockout.*!

Patterson vs. Liston I & I1

After the third Johansson fight, Patterson defended the
title on December 4, 1961 against Tom McNeeley and
retained the title with a fourth-round knockout. However
he did not fight number one contender Sonny Liston. This
was due in part to Cus D' Amato, who did not want Patter-
son in the ring with a boxer with mob connections. As a
result, D'Amato turned down any challenges involving the
IBC. Eventually, due to a monetary dispute with Jimmy
Jacobs, Patterson removed D'Amato from handling his
business affairs and agreed to fight Liston.

Leading up to the fight, Sonny Liston was the major
betting line favorite, though Sports Ilustrated predicted
that Patterson would win in 15 rounds. Jim Braddock,
Jersey Joe Walcott, Ezzard Charles, Rocky Marciano
and Ingemar Johansson picked Patterson to win. The
fight also carried a number of social implications. Lis-
ton’s connections with the mob were well known and the
NAACP was concerned about having to deal with Lis-
ton’s visibility as World Champion and had encouraged
Patterson not to fight Liston, fearing that a Liston victory
would tarnish the civil rights movement.[*! Patterson also
claimed that John F. Kennedy did not want him to fight
Liston either."!

Patterson lost his title to Liston on September 25, 1962
in Chicago, by a first-round knockout in front of 18,894
fans. The two fighters were a marked contrast. In the
ring, Liston’s size and power proved too much for Patter-
son’s guile and agility. However, Patterson did not use his
speed to his benefit. According to Sports Hllustrated writer
Gilbert Rogin, Patterson didn't punch enough and fre-
quently tried to clinch with Liston. Liston battered Patter-
son with body shots and then shortened up and connected
with two double hooks high on the head. The result at the
time was the third-fastest knockout in boxing history.!®!
After being knocked out, Patterson left Comiskey Park
in Chicago wearing dark glasses and a fake beard for the
drive back to New York. After the fight, questions were
raised on whether the fight was fixed to set up a more lu-
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crative rematch. Overnight, Patterson seemed to lose his
public support as a result of his swift knockout.!”!

The rematch was set for April 1963; however, Liston in-
jured his knee swinging a golf club and the fight was de-
layed to July 22, 1963. In Las Vegas that night, Patterson
attempted to become the first boxer to win the Heavy-
weight title three times, but Liston once again knocked
him out in the first round. Patterson lasted four seconds
longer than in the first bout.

Post-title career

Following these defeats, Patterson went through a de-
pression. However, he eventually recovered and began
winning fights again, including top victories over Eddie
Machen and George Chuvalo. The Chuvalo match get-
ting Ring magazine’s "Fight of the Year" award.

Patterson was now the number one challenger for the title
held by Muhammad Ali. On November 22, 1965, in yet
another attempt to be the first to win the World Heavy-
weight title three times, Patterson lost by technical knock-
out at the end of the 12th round, going into the fight with
an injured sacro-iliac joint in a bout in which Ali was
clearly dominant.!®! Ali called Patterson an “Uncle Tom”
for refusing to call him Muhammad Ali (Patterson con-
tinued to call him Cassius Clay) and for this outspoken-
ness against black Muslims."! Instead of scoring a quick
knockout, Ali mocked, humiliated and punished Patter-
son throughout the fight before knocking him out in the
12th round.'"!

Patterson was still a legitimate contender. In 1966 he
traveled to England and knocked out British boxer Henry
Cooper in just four rounds at Wembley Stadium.

In September 1969 he divorced his first wife, Sandra
Hicks Patterson, who wanted him to quit boxing, while
he still had hopes for another title shot.

When Ali was stripped of his title for refusing induction
into the military, the World Boxing Association staged an
eight-man tournament to determine his successor. Patter-
son fought Jerry Quarry to a draw in 1967. In a rematch
four months later, Patterson lost a controversial 12-round
decision to Quarry. Subsequently, in a third and final at-
tempt at winning the title a third time, Patterson lost a
controversial 15-round referee’s decision to Jimmy Ellis
in Sweden, despite breaking Ellis’s nose and scoring a dis-
puted knockdown.

Patterson continued on, defeating Oscar Bonavena in a
close fight over ten rounds in early 1972.

At age 37, Patterson was stopped in the seventh round
in a rematch with Muhammad Ali for the NABF Heavy-
weight title on September 20, 1972. The defeat proved
to be Patterson’s last fight, although there was never an
announcement of retirement.
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Patterson tried his hand at acting. He is seen in this 1968 The
Wild Wild West episode as a landowner who is in danger of
losing his property.

2.10.4 Retired life

In retirement, he and Johansson became good friends who
flew across the Atlantic to visit each other every year
and he became chairman of the New York State Athletic
Commission. He was also inducted into the International
Boxing Hall Of Fame in 1991.1'1]

In 1982 and 1983 he ran the Stockholm Marathon to-
gether with Ingemar Johansson.

Patterson lived in New Paltz, New York for many years
and was known as a true gentleman around town.

His adopted son, Tracy Harris Patterson, was a world
champion boxer in the 1990s and was trained by Floyd
during part of his career. Floyd also trained Cana-
dian heavyweight Donovan “Razor” Ruddock in 1992
for his fights with Greg Page, Phil Jackson, and Lennox
Lewis.[?!

The New Paltz High School football field was named
“Floyd Patterson Field” in 1985.

2.10.5 Death

Floyd Patterson suffered from Alzheimer’s disease and
prostate cancer and had been hospitalized for a week prior
to his death. He died at home in New Paltz in 2006 at age
71. He is buried at New Paltz Rural Cemetery in New
Paltz, Ulster County, New York 13!
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The grave of Floyd Patterson

2.10.6 Quotes

e “It’s easy to do anything in victory. It’s in defeat that
a man reveals himself.”

e “They said I was the fighter who got knocked down
the most, but I also got up the most.” (This quote
was used in the tenth episode of the 2009 TV series
V)

e “When you have millions of dollars, you have mil-
lions of friends.”'4!

e On boxing: “It’s like being in love with a woman.
She can be unfaithful, she can be mean, she can be
cruel, but it doesn't matter. If you love her, you want
her, even though she can do you all kinds of harm.
It’s the same with me and boxing. It can do me all
kinds of harm but I love it.”

2.10.7 Professional boxing record
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2.11 George Chuvalo

George Chuvalo, CM (born September 12, 1937) is a
retired Canadian professional boxer who was a five-time
Canadian heavyweight champion, and two-time world
heavyweight title challenger. Chuvalo, who is considered
by many to have one of, if not the best chin in boxing
history, was never knocked down in his amateur career,
in his professional career, or in sparring, and was ranked
#4 on ESPN's greatest chin in boxing history list. Chu-
valo; a big, rugged, bull necked fighter, was known for
his physicality, pummeling style, punching power and his
brutal body attack, though early in his career he also dis-
played a crisp left jab. The late Nat Fleischer described
him in a 1965 article — "...Chuvalo is a crude, strong,
powerful, flat-footed pugilist who knows only one way to
fight — the old bare-knuckle style in which roughness and
body pummeling were featured. Scientific boxing is not
part of Chuvalo’s equipment...... ". Rocky Marciano was
quoted saying that Chuvalo was born a hundred years too
late. Few contemporary analysts credited his savvy ring
skills even those so-called experts from his own country.
He fought in the golden era of heavyweight boxing dur-
ing the 1960s and 70s. Chuvalo lost to Hall of Fame
heavyweights such as Floyd Patterson, Muhammad Ali,
Joe Frazier and George Foreman, but was credited for his
spirited performances. He did defeat top contenders such
as Yvon Durelle, Doug Jones, Jerry Quarry and Cleveland
Williams. He fought for the world title twice, losing a
controversial decision to Ernie Terrell and another deci-
sion in his first fight with Ali.

George Chuvalo was inducted into the Ontario Sports
Hall of Fame in 1995.11

2.11.1 Early life and career

Born in Toronto to Croat parents from Bosnia and Herze-
govina, Stipan and Katica (née Kordi¢) Cuvalo, both from
villages near Ljubuski. His father was from Proboj and
mother from Grljevic¢i. Chuvalo grew up in The Junction
district of west Toronto. He attended St. Michael’s Col-
lege School and Humberside Collegiate Institute, becom-
ing one of the best-known amateur boxers in Toronto,
fighting out of the Earlscourt Athletic Club.

Chuvalo became Canadian amateur heavyweight cham-
pion in May 1955, defeating Winnipeg's Peter Piper
with a first-round KO in a tournament final in Regina,
Saskatchewan. Chuvalo finished his amateur career with
a 16-0-0 record, all by KO within four rounds. Nick-
named “Boom Boom”, Chuvalo turned professional in
1956, knocking out four opponents in one night to win
a heavyweight tournament held by former world’s cham-
pion Jack Dempsey at Maple Leaf Gardens in Toronto on
April 26, 1956.21 Rocky Marciano was one of his train-
ers in his early career.
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2.11.2 Versus Patterson

Chuvalo lost a close decision to former champion and sen-
timental favourite Floyd Patterson in a bout at New York’s
famed Madison Square Garden that The Ring named fight
of the year for 1965. Patterson described it as one of the
toughest contests of his career.

2.11.3 Two Ali fights

Chuvalo is best known for his two fights against
Muhammad Ali. He went the distance both times, in each
case losing the decision by a wide margin on the score-
cards. The first fight, on March 29, 1966, was for Ali’s
world title. “He’s the toughest guy I ever fought”, said
Ali of Chuvalo after the fight.’! Ali’s cornerman, Angelo
Dundee, said, “He never stopped coming on ... you've got
to admire a man like that.” Various articles over the years
detail that Ali had painful ribs for weeks after the contest.
The second Ali fight was in 1972. Ali—then between his
world championship reigns—won an easy decision. It was
the last major fight of Chuvalo’s career.

2.11.4 Other career highlights

Future world champions Joe Frazier and George Fore-
man, despite being big punchers, were unable to knock
Chuvalo down, but they were the only two fighters to ever
stop him, scoring technical knockout (TKO) victories.
Ring Mag reported Frazier nearly closed both Chuvalo’s
eyes and also cracked one of the man’s cheek bones.

Foreman, regarded as one of the hardest hitters in boxing
history, mauled Chuvalo with a wicked jab and some truly
thunderous big punches breaking Chuvalo’s nose. Yet, in
his typical display of toughness, when the referee stopped
the fight in the third round, Chuvalo said to him, “What
are you, nuts?".

One of Chuvalo’s biggest victories was a seventh-round
knockout of contender Jerry Quarry on December 12,
1969. Afterwards Quarry complained of a fast count but
Chuvalo responded 'It must have been a good punch'.

He lost to WBA heavyweight champion Ernie Terrell in
1965 and to former WBA champion Jimmy Ellis in 1971,
with both of those fights taking place at Maple Leaf Gar-
dens.

He got an eleventh-round knockout against contender
Doug Jones on October 2, 1964 notably using the boxing
technique 'kill the body and the head dies’ . Chuvalo also
defeated notable fighters such as Howard King, Canadian
champion Bob Cleroux, Yvon Durelle, Willi Besman-
off, big hitting Mike DeJohn, Cleveland Williams, and
Manuel Ramos.

Chuvalo was the number one contender for the British
Empire heavyweight title for many years but champion
Henry Cooper would not fight him.
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2.11.5 Personal life

Chuvalo had five children in total; he lost three of his sons,
Jesse Chuvalo in 1985 to suicide, Georgie Lee Chuvalo
in 1993 and Steven Louis Chuvalo in 1996 both to drug
overdoses, he also has a son Mitchell Aaron Dion and a
daughter Vanessa Lynn from his marriage. He lost his
wife to suicide shortly after the second son had died. He
also has two step-children from his second marriage.

2.11.6 Tributes and other appearances

Chuvalo was inducted into the Canadian Sports Hall of
Fame in 1990 and the World Boxing Hall of Fame in
1997. He was made a Member of the Order of Canada in
1998 and was awarded a star on Canada’s Walk of Fame
in 2005.

Former Ottawa Senators goalie Ray Emery has a picture
of Chuvalo painted on his goalie mask.

Chuvalo also appeared in film roles. These included play-
ing an ex-boxer turned hitman (who claims to have fought
Muhammad Ali!) in the murder thriller 7 Miss You, Hugs
and Kisses (1978), and the ill-fated arm-wrestler in the
1986 re-make of The Fly.

On August 14, 2008, Chuvalo’s kitchen was the featured
renovation project on the Canadian TV series Holmes on
Homes in an episode titled “Kitchen Knockout.” (4!

Chuvalo was featured as part of the 2009 documentary
film Facing Ali, in which notable former opponents of Ali
(Chuvalo fought Ali twice) speak about how fighting Ali
changed their lives.

During April 2010, George was a special guest at the BC
Golden Gloves tournament held at the Eagle Ridge Com-
munity Centre in Langford, BC. ¥ The event was co-
hosted by Boxing BC and the Capital City Boxing Club

On December 17,2011, he came to Sarajevo to attend the
unveiling of a statue in his honor in Ljubuski on Sunday,
December 18, 2011.16]

Chuvalo appears on the cover for Canadian rock band
Our Lady Peace's 2012 album Curve. Chuvalo’s vocal
excerpts are featured in “Mettle”, the final song in the al-
bum.

2.11.7 Professional boxing record

2.11.8 References

[1] “George Chuvalo”.  http://oshof.ca/.  Retrieved 23
September 2014. External link in Iwebsite= (help)

[2] Zawadzki, Edward (2001). The Ultimate Canadian Sports
Trivia Book, Volume 1. Canada: Dundurn Press Ltd. p.
216. ISBN 9780888822376.
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fought at about 205 lbs. His nicknames in the ring were
“The British Bulldog” and “The Blackpool Rock”. He de-
feated a number of world-class and well-known fighters
such as Zora Folley, Willie Pastrano, Pete Rademacher,
Tom McNeeley, Roger Rischer, Joe Erskine, Amos John-
son, Billy Walker, Von Clay, Young Jack Johnson and
Kitione Lave.

2.12.1 Early career

jure-cuvalo-georg-chuvalo- jucer-u-sarajevu-danas-u-ljubuskom

[7] http://boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=119&cat=
boxer&pagelD=1

</references/>" Chuvalo, George (November 2013).
“Lost Boys”. Toronto Life Magazine.

2.11.9 External links

e Dyord? (Jure) Cuvalo, najbolji kanadski bokser svih
vremena: Nikad na kolenima - Ta¢no.net

e George Chuvalo’s Official Fight Against Drugs
Website

e Professional boxing record for George Chuvalo from
BoxRec

e CBC Digital Archives - Still Standing: The People’s
Champion George Chuvalo

e Historica.ca - Footprints - George Chuvalo
o Jan Palmer’s TigerBoxing article on Chuvalo
e The Canadian Encyclopedia

e Cyber Boxing Zone Encyclopedia

e CBC Digital Archives. The Biggest Fight of George
Chuvalo’s Life

e George Chuvalo at the Internet Movie Database

2.12 Brian London

Brian London, (born Brian Sidney Harper, 19 June
1934, in West Hartlepool, County Durham) is a re-
tired English heavyweight boxer.l'! He was British and
Commonwealth Heavyweight champion from 1958 to
1959, and twice challenged for the world heavyweight ti-
tle, losing to Floyd Patterson in 1959 and Muhammad
Ali in 1966. He was one of a quartet of British boxers,
with Henry Cooper, Joe Erskine and Dick Richardson,
who dominated the British boxing scene throughout the
1950s and 1960s.

An orthodox, rugged, no-nonsense fighter who lacked fi-
nesse but showed lots of courage, he was 6 ft tall and

London was born in West Hartlepool, County Durham, in
1934, and moved to Blackpool when he was 16 years old,
where he has lived ever since.!” His father, Jack London,
beat Freddie Mills in 1944 to win the British heavyweight
title. He also had a brother, Jack junior, who fought as a
light-heavyweight. London fought as an amateur before
turning professional in 1955.31 He made a good start to
his career, winning his first twelve bouts, until he came up
against Henry Cooper in May 1956. Cooper stopped him
with a technical knockout in the first round.”®! Follow-
ing this defeat, London continued his winning run, apart
from two ten-round point defeats, against Heinz Neuhaus
in Dortmund, in 1957 and against the talented American,
Willie Pastrano in February 1958.1%]

2.12.2 British heavyweight title

In June 1958, he fought Joe Erskine, the Welsh boxer, for
the British and Commonwealth heavyweight titles. The
fight was at the White City Stadium, London, and Lon-
don took the titles with an eighth-round knockout. He fol-
lowed this in September with a revenge win against Willie
Pastrano, by a technical knockout in the fifth round. On
12 January 1959, London lost his titles in a fight against
Henry Cooper, losing for the second time to the Londoner
by a points decision after fifteen rounds.?!%!

2.12.3 World title fight

In May 1959 he was given the chance of a world title fight
against current champion Floyd Patterson, but he lost the
bout in Indianapolis by a knockout in the eleventh. He
also lost to the Cuban Nino Valdez later that year, by a
technical knockout in the seventh. However, in January
1960, London bounced back when he beat the Ameri-
can Pete Rademacher by a knockout in the seventh.!®!
Rademacher had made history by being the only man to
fight for the world heavyweight championship on his pro-
fessional debut, losing to Floyd Patterson.

2.12.4 Further domestic career
In August 1960, London challenged Dick Richardson

for his European heavyweight title, but lost the bout in
Porthcawl, Wales on a technical knockout in the eighth.
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This result provoked a brawl, when London’s father and
brother invaded the ring to protest that Richardson had
used his head to open a cut on his opponent. When
Richardson’s trainer shouted a few remarks at London,
London replied with an impressive combination of blows,
decking him, and chaos broke out. As a result of the in-
cident, London was fined by the British Boxing Board of
Control.

In October 1961, London lost to the American, Eddie
Machen by a technical knockout in the tenth, and in April
1963, he lost to the Swede, Ingemar Johansson on points
over twelve rounds.

He fought Henry Cooper for the third time in February
1964, when he challenged for his British and Common-
wealth titles, as well as the vacant European title. The
fight took place in Manchester, and Cooper won on points
after fifteen rounds."!

His next fight of note was in March 1965, against the
young “Golden Boy” of British boxing, Billy Walker.
London won on points after ten rounds.

2.12.5 Second world title fight

In August 1966, London fought for the world heavy-
weight title for the second time, when Muhammad Ali
came to defend his title at Earl’s Court Exhibition Hall.
Ali put in a masterful performance hitting London at will
- as London put it in an interview with BBC TV “he was
just getting through all the time” - Brian was KOd in the
3rd round after Ali landed 11 punches in 3 seconds.

2.12.6 Latter stages of his career

In March 1967, London next fought American, Jerry
Quarry, in Los Angeles, losing the fight by a unanimous
decision after ten rounds. In November 1967, London
had what was to be the last win in his career when he
fought the talented American Zora Folley. Foley had lost
a world title fight against Muhammad Ali earlier that year,
and London beat him on points over ten rounds.!!

London had continued to fight when he was past his best,
and in June 1968, he lost, by a technical knockout to
Jack Bodell. In September 1969 he travelled to Oakland,
California to fight Jerry Quarry for the second time, this
time being knocked out in the second round.*! The bout
was unusual in that the bell was inadvertently rung as Lon-
don was getting up after being knocked down in the sec-
ond. The fighters returned to their corners and the ref-
eree, realising that the round had not finished, made them
resume. London was then knocked down again and was
counted out before the end of the round.

London’s last fight was against the up-and-coming young
boxer Joe Bugner, who would eventually take the British,
Commonwealth and European titles from Henry Cooper.
The bout was in May 1970, at Wembley, and Bugner won
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by a technical knockout in the fifth, signalling an end to
London’s career.[’!

2.12.7 Retirement and personal life

After retiring from boxing, London became a business-
man in his hometown of Blackpool, owning several night-
clubs, and is still a fitness fanatic running 12 miles a day.
Teetotal all of his life, in 2006 it was revealed that he was
still only a few pounds over his fighting weight.[?! He is
married with three children.

In January 1971 English footballer Bobby Moore was
embroiled in what became a national media story when
he and three other West Ham United players, Jimmy
Greaves, Clyde Best and Brian Dear, spent the evening
at London’s 007 nightclub in Blackpool, the night before
an important FA Cup match against Blackpool which they
went on to lose 4-0, with then West Ham manager Ron
Greenwood and the national media severely criticising the
players. Moore later said of the incident, “I'd met Brian
London on many occasions and thought it would be nice
to look him up. I suppose we all realised at the time that
we were leaving ourselves vulnerable” [>1¢]

London has always said that fighting Muhammad Ali was
the greatest honour of his life. Like so many other boxers,
London continued fighting long after his prime. He was
22 wins to 3 losses early in his career but lost 17 of his
last 33 fights. In judging London’s career it should be
remembered that he fought some of the best fighters in
the world, including four who at some stage were world
champions — Ali, Patterson, Johansson and Pastrano.

My dad was Jack London and I was
expected to fight as well. I was never a great
fighter. I was just really, really fit.[*!

— Brian London

In 2004, the British Boxing website listed London at
number eight in a list of the top ten post World War II
British Heavyweight boxers.”! He is a member of Black-
pool Sportsman’s Aid Society (BSAS) which raises funds
for local charities and sporting needs in Blackpool.

2.12.8 Professional boxing record

2.12.9 See also

e List of British heavyweight boxing champions

2.12.10 References

[1] Mee, Bob (2005-12-08). “Fight night in great tradition”.
Daily Telegraph. Retrieved 2008-03-12.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Boxing_Board_of_Control
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Boxing_Board_of_Control
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eddie_Machen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eddie_Machen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ingemar_Johansson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Walker_(boxer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerry_Quarry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerry_Quarry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zora_Folley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Bodell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oakland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerry_Quarry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Bugner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teetotalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Association_football
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bobby_Moore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Ham_United_F.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Greaves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Greaves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clyde_Best
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brian_Dear
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FA_Cup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackpool_F.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ron_Greenwood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ron_Greenwood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_British_heavyweight_boxing_champions
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/main.jhtml?xml=/sport/2005/12/08/soboxx08.xml&page=2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daily_Telegraph

2.14. CLEVELAND WILLIAMS

[2] “Boxer Brian’s book is set to be a big hitter”. Blackpool
Gazette. 2006-03-27. Retrieved 2008-03-12.

[3] Amato, Jim (2006-03-26). “Brian London: He Did Eng-
land Proud”. East Side Boxing. Retrieved 2008-03-12.

[4] “Happened on this day - 12 January”. BBC Sport. 2002-
01-13. Retrieved 2008-03-12.

[5] “Blackpool 4, West Ham 0, FA Cup third round, 2 Jan-
uary 1971: Boozy Bobby’s night of shame”. Blackpool
Gazette. 2006-09-20. Retrieved 2008-03-12.

[6] “The Truth About Blackpool”. Bobby Moore online.
Archived from the original on 24 August 2007. Retrieved
2008-03-12.

[7] “BBN’s Top Ten post-war Heavyweights”. BritishBox-
ing.net. 2004-07-28. Retrieved 2008-03-12.

[8] http://boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=9380&
cat=boxer

2.12.11 Further reading

e Riddle, John (2008). Hartlepool People: A Tribute to
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Publishing Hartlepool, ISBN 978-0-9558593-0-4

2.12.12 External links

e Professional boxing record for Brian London from
BoxRec

2.13 Karl Mildenberger

Karl Mildenberger (born 23 November 1937, in
Kaiserslautern) is a retired German heavyweight boxer.
He was the European Heavyweight Champion from 1964
to 1968 (retained the Title 6 times). Mildenberger fought
Muhammad Ali for the World Heavyweight Title in
September 1966. Mildenberger, a left-hander, frustrated
the champ for most of the fight, but ultimately lost by
TKO when the referee stopped the fight at 1:28 of the
twelfth round following a flurry of punches by Ali.

Karl Mildenberger lost his first fight for the European
Heavyweight title when he was knocked out by Dick
Richardson, the Welsh boxer, in one round in April
1962. Karl rebounded with wins over Joe Erskine, Archie
McBride, Joe Bygraves and a knockout win over Billy
Daniels.

Mildenberger then got a draw with highly ranked Zora
Folley in April 1964. Later that year Mildenberger scored
a first round knockout over Sante Amonte to capture the
European Heavyweight title.

He defeated Eddie Machen over ten rounds in 1966. In
April 1966 Mildenberger had a five round exhibition in
Sweden with former world champion Ingemar Johansson.
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In 1967, Mildenberger participated in a tournament
staged by the World Boxing Association to determine the
new heavyweight champion after Ali was stripped of the
title for refusing induction into the draft. In the first round
of the tournament, getting off the deck, he lost to Oscar
Bonavena by a clear twelve round decision in what was
proclaimed the Ring Magazine upset of the year.

Mildenberger was not the same afterwards, and was
knocked out by contender Leotis Martin in seven rounds
(April 1968). Subsequently, in September 1968, Milden-
berger’s career ended when he lost the European Heavy-
weight title to Henry Cooper by eight round disqualifica-
tion.

Mildenberger was the first southpaw to fight for the World
Heavyweight Title.

2.13.1 Professional boxing record

2.13.2 References

[1] http://boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=9381&
cat=boxer

2.13.3 External links

e Professional boxing record for Karl Mildenberger
from BoxRec

2.14 Cleveland Williams

Cleveland “Big Cat”” Williams (June 6, 1933 — Septem-
ber 3, 1999) was an American heavyweight boxer who
fought in the 1950s through the 1970s. A Ring Maga-
zine poll once rated him as one of the finest boxers never
to win a title. He made an imposing figure, tall with an
impressive athletic broad shouldered build.

Williams turned professional in 1951 and fought many of
the best heavyweights of his era. He is best known for the
two brutal bouts he had with Sonny Liston. Critics felt the
second match was overrated and quickly over. Liston of -
ten said Williams was the hardest puncher he ever fought.

During the late 1950s and early 1960s, the 6 ft 3 in!!]
Williams was a top-rated heavyweight. His quest to ob-
tain a title fight, however, was consistently derailed. First
he was knocked out by Liston on April 15, 1959, after
hurting Liston early and breaking Liston’s nose.

Williams recovered from the Liston fight to score more
wins, but was again stopped by Liston in 2 rounds in their
rematch on March 21, 1960. His quest for the title was
later stalled when he was held to a draw by Eddie Machen
on July 10, 1962, and when he dropped a split decision on
March 13, 1963 to Ernie Terrell, a fighter he had previ-
ously knocked out in 7 rounds in 1962. During this time
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frame, he defeated Billy Daniels.

Williams had been inactive the entire year of 1965 while
recovering from a gunshot wound he suffered during a
scuffle with police officer Dale Witten after a traffic stop.
Williams was shot with a .357 Magnum in the abdomen,
barely survived, and suffered permanent kidney damage,
a loss of over ten feet (3m) of his small intestine, and
nerve damage from the bullet, which affected his left leg
above the knee and caused it to atrophy as a result. He
was fined $50 and briefly jailed after pleading no con-
test to charges arising from the incident. Witten visited
Williams the day before his fight with Muhammed Ali,
and the two men bore no malice against each other.!?!

2.14.1 Versus Ali

It was in the above greatly diminished physical condition
that Williams fought for the heavyweight championship
against a peak Muhammad Ali on November 14, 1966
and was stopped easily in the third round.

Williams retired from boxing after the Ali bout, but later
made a comeback. Although able to defeat journeymen
fighters, he suffered several knockout losses before retir-
ing for good in 1972. Williams finished his career with a
record of 78 wins (58 KOs), 13 losses and 1 draw. George
Foreman interviewed post retirement recalled Williams
as one of the three hardest punchers he'd been with, stat-
ing they'd sparred when George was a rising boxer."*! In
2003, he was ranked 49th in Ring Magazine's list of 100
greatest punchers of all time. It was all in the big famous
left hook for Williams. Ring Magazine in the 1980s re-
ported he drove a forklift truck later for a while as a job.

According to George Foreman, Cleveland Williams was
one of the three hardest punchers he have faced in his
career along with Ron Lyle and Gerry Cooney.*!

In 1999, Cleveland Williams was Killed in a hit and run
accident.

2.14.2 Professional boxing record

2.14.3 References

[1] http://www.boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=
9382&cat=boxer

[2] http://boxrec.com/media/index.php/Cleveland_
Williams

[3] net Foreman interview watched Nov 2013
[4] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmG_gR576EA
[5] http://boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=9382&

cat=boxer

e ALI's DOZEN, ESPN Home Entertainment/Genius
Entertainment, 2007.
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2.14.4 External links

e Professional boxing record for Cleveland Williams
from BoxRec

2.15 Ernie Terrell

Ernie Terrell (April 4, 1939 — December 16, 2014) was
an American singer, record producer, and World Boxing
Association (WBA) heavyweight boxing champion. At 6
ft 6 in (1.98 m), he was very tall, by the standards of the
day. By comparison, Muhammad Ali was 6 ft 3 in, and
Joe Frazier was 5 ft 11 in. Terrell was the older brother
of The Supremes' early 1970s lead singer Jean Terrell. In
the 1960s, she sang with his group, “Ernie Terrell & the
Heavyweights”.[!]

In his early boxing career, Terrell defeated some good
contenders, including Cleveland Williams (Terrell won
the rematch by decision after losing to Williams in their
first fight by knockout), Zora Folley, and future Light
Heavyweight champion Bob Foster. But he’s best remem-
bered for his challenge to World Heavyweight Champion
Muhammad Ali, on February 6, 1967—a bout in which
he was badly beaten.

Ali was scheduled to fight WBA champion Ernie Terrell
(the WBA stripped Ali of his title after his agreement
to fight a rematch with Liston) on March 29, but Terrell
backed out and Ali won a 15-round decision against sub-
stitute opponent George Chuvalo. World Boxing Asso-
ciation matched Terrell and Eddie Machen for the vacant
crown. Terrell defeated Machen to win the belt on March
5, 1965. He held it until February 6, 1967 when he lost
to Muhammad Ali. During this time, most in the boxing
world continued to recognize Ali as the legitimate cham-
pion, since he had not lost his championship in a boxing
match. The WBA'’s rival, the World Boxing Council, had
also continued to recognize Ali as champion.

During his reign as WBA Champion, Terrell defended the
title twice, beating Doug Jones and George Chuvalo.

In February 1967, Ali and Terrell met to end the debate
about who was the legitimate heavyweight champion. Be-
fore the bout, Terrell repeatedly called Ali by his birth
name. He explained later that he had known Clay for
years in the amateurs and hadn't gotten used to calling
him another name. Ali took offense to this, and vowed
he would punish Terrell. For his part, Ali further stoked
the prefight ill will by labeling Terrell “an Uncle Tom nig-
ger who is going to get his ass whupped.”?!

Ali won a lopsided 15 round decision, reclaiming the
undisputed championship. The Daily Telegraph wrote
that the resulting fight was “the nastiest display of Ali’s
celebrated ring career,” recounting how he seized Ter-
rell in a headlock and dragged Terrell’s eye along the top
rope, and declared, “The fight will be remembered for
Ali’s constant taunts of 'what’s my name?' to an oppo-
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nent he was apparently content not merely to defeat, but
also to belittle and humiliate.”™! The fight is recounted by
the film Ali starring Will Smith.

Terrell lost an upset 12 round decision later in 1967 in
the WBA Heavyweight Tournament which was organized
after Ali was stripped of his title in April 1967. He left
the sport for three years following the loss, but returned
in 1970, winning seven consecutive fights before losing to
Chuck Wepner by decision.

In 55 professional fights, Terrell earned a record of 46
wins (21 by knockout), nine losses and no draws. After
retiring from boxing in 1973 following a knockout loss
to Jeff Merritt, he began a career as a music producer in
Chicago, Illinois, the city where he'd attended Farragut
Career Academy.

Ernie Terrell ran unsuccessfully for alderman of
Chicago’s 34th ward in 1987. He finished second in the
primary but lost to Lemuel Austin in a runoff. Terrell
died on December 16, 2014 in a hospital at Evergreen
Park, Illinois. He had been suffering from dementia.*!

2.15.1 Professional boxing record

2.15.2 References

[1] Wynn, Ron. “Biography: Jean Terrell”. AMG. Retrieved
9 May 2010.

[2] http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/11301820/
Ernie-Terrell-obituary.html

[3] http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/11301820/
Ernie-Terrell-obituary.html

[4] http://asia.eurosport.com/boxing/
ali-s-what-s-my-name-opponent- terrell-dies-at-75_
sto4517709/story.shtml

[5] “Ernie Terrell Professional boxing record”. BoxRec.com.

e Konkol, Mark. “Even the champ doesn't feel safe”,
Chicago Sun-Times, Chicago, October 25, 2009,
page 14A.

2.15.3 External links

e Professional boxing record for Ernie Terrell from
BoxRec

2.16 Zora Folley

Zora Folley (May 27, 1932 — July 9, 1972) was an Amer-
ican heavyweight boxer. He was well skilled with a good
defence and also a punch to go with it.

Born in Dallas, Texas, he moved with his family to
Chandler, Arizona in 1942, where he grew up playing
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baseball. Upon joining the U.S. Army in 1948, he en-
tered the boxing ring, and won the 6th Army champi-
onship within a year, eventually earning the All-Army and
All-Service titles. He fought in the Korean War, earning
five battle stars, and was discharged in 1953.

He then signed a professional boxing contract, winning
his first pro fight against Jimmy Ingram, then after a draw,
won seventeen straight victories until losing to Johnny
Summerlin in 6 rounds with a suspected broken jaw af-
ter being decked three times. Despite being considered
a top contender, Folley never faced heavyweight cham-
pion Floyd Patterson. This was partly due to his highly
controversial points loss to Henry Cooper in England, in
September 1958 (which was later avenged in December
1961 by a two round knockout.).

Folley beat such contenders as Eddie Machen, George
Chuvalo, Bob Cleroux (twice), Oscar Bonavena but Os-
car got the rematch 3 years later, and Doug Jones. He also
had draws with Karl Mildenberger and Eddie Machen
(their first fight). Between 1960 and 1962 Folley was
knocked out by Sonny Liston, Alejandro Lavorante, and
Doug Jones (in the rematch).

It wasn't until March 22, 1967, aged 34, that he faced
the world heavyweight champion Muhammad Ali. Folley
was knocked out in the 7th round being somewhat past his
best. Folley fought for three more years afterward before
being knocked out by Mac Foster in 1970.

Folley served as a member of the Chandler City Council,
and raising a family of nine children with his wife Joella.
Before their fight, Ali joked that Folley was such a nice
man that it posed a real problem because he couldn't pos-
sibly get mad at him.!"! Folley was one of the first to call
the controversial champion by his Muslim name instead
of Cassius Clay. Ali stated he'd respected Folley and was
nervous before the match. Folley was the last man to face
Ali before Ali’s three year exile from boxing in 1967.

In mysterious circumstances, Folley suffered severe head
injuries in a motel swimming pool while visiting a friend
in Tucson, Arizona on July 8, 1972, and died at a Tucson
hospital within hours. The death was officially ruled to
be accidental, but conspiracy theories regarding his death
persist.

The city of Chandler dedicated Zora Folley Memorial
Park in his honor.

2.16.1 Professional boxing record

2.16.2 References

[1] Dundee, Angelo; Bert Sugar (2009). My View from the
Corner: A Life in Boxing. New York: McGraw Hill
Books. p. 125. ISBN 978-0-07-162847-1. Retrieved
October 2, 2014.

[2] http://boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=9384&
cat=boxer
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2.16.3 External links

e Professional boxing record for Zora Folley from
BoxRec Retrieved on February 5, 2008

e The Rise and Fall of Zora Folley The Sweet Science,
September 9, 2005

e After Muhammad, a Graveyard Sports lllustrated,
April 3, 1967

2.17 Jerry Quarry

Jerry Quarry (May 15, 1945 — January 3, 1999), nick-
named “Irish” or “The Bellflower Bomber,” was an Amer-
ican heavyweight boxer.’! Quarry was rated by Ring
Magazine as the most popular fighter in the sport, from
1968 to 1971, during the peak of his career. His most fa-
mous bouts were against world champions Floyd Patter-
son, Jimmy Ellis, Joe Frazier, Muhammad Ali and Ken
Norton.! His professional career record of 53 wins-9
losses-4 draws included wins over some of the best heavy-
weights of his era, 1965-75. Quarry also had a remark-
ably successful amateur boxing career. Also briefty a Hol-
lywood actor, Quarry appeared in a number of televi-
sion roles, and also played a recurring character on the
show Adam-12. His younger brother, Mike Quarry, was
also a high-ranked contender in the light heavyweight
division.*!

2.17.1 Overview

Quarry was a durable and smart counter-puncher/action
fighter. He had speed in both hands, including an excel-
lent left hook. He also was notable for having a remark-
able chin. He was never knocked out in any of his 66
fights, though some ended early as losses. His major flaw
as a fighter was a tendency to cut easily. He was also on
the smaller side as a heavyweight in this era. Quarry was
six feet tall (1.83 metres) and often weighed less than 200
pounds (88 kilograms) for his matches. he also had what
was considered very average reach as a boxer at only 72
inches. Today, he would be a cruiserweight, a division he
greatly helped to inspire.

2.17.2 Boxing career
Early days

Quarry was the most visible member of a significant
Irish-American boxing family, which included three
other pro boxers (his father and two brothers).>!©!
Quarry’s father first put gloves on his son at five years.
His career, he later felt, was decided for him at a very
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young age. Quarry fought first as a Junior Amateur, win-
ning his first trophies at the age of eight. Later, he con-
tracted nephritis, a debilitating illness which sidelined
him for years. His comeback from that illness to be-
come a professional athlete was considered medically re-
markable. Quarry came to notice by winning the 1965
National Golden Gloves championship in Kansas City at
age 19. Weighing just 183 pounds, Quarry knocked out
each of his five opponents in the tournament, a feat un-
matched before or since in the history of the tournament.
In the wake of that unprecedented feat, Quarry began his
pro career in May 1965, winning a decision against Gene
Hamilton in Los Angeles, California.

1960s

Despite starting in May, Quarry had 14 matches in 1965
at the start of his pro career. Many of his early career
fights took place at the Olympic Auditorium in Los An-
geles, where he was a popular crowd draw. Quarry sup-
plemented meager boxing pay then by working as a tire
changer at a Greyhound bus terminal. Quarry’s first loss
came in his 21st bout, in July, 1966, a poor showing
against veteran and former contender Eddie Machen in
1966. By then he had three draws on his record. Moti-
vated by the loss to Machen, Quarry ran off a streak of
wins over good, second-tier heavyweights and rose in the
rankings.

In mid-1967, the World Boxing Association (W.B.A.)
held a tournament to replace Muhammad Ali, a heavy-
weight champion who had been stripped of his title for re-
fusing induction into the military after being drafted. The
tournament was expanded to include eight heavyweights,
and did not include Joe Frazier, who had accepted a ti-
tle belt outside the WBA. When the tournament was ex-
panded, Quarry was included. Quarry’s first tournament
bout was a rematch of his fourth draw fight earlier that
year against former world champion Floyd Patterson. In
both matches, Quarry dominated the early rounds with
multiple knockdowns of Patterson, then tired and faded
as the bouts concluded. He hung on better in the second
bout, and was given a split-decision victory. His second
tournament match was against fellow Californian Thad
Spencer, who was highly lauded and ranked coming into
the match. Quarry dominated Spencer, and rose to na-
tional attention with the KO win. This put him in the
WBA tournament final against Louisville native Jimmy
Ellis. Ellis, who was coached by Ali for the bout, fought
an effective evasive boxing style in the match, and de-
feated Quarry by a close split decision. The bout is con-
sidered Quarry’s first heavyweight title opportunity. Af-
ter the bout, according to stories, it was found that Quarry
had fought Ellis with a small bone fracture in his back.
The bout with Ellis had come less than three months af-
ter the Spencer fight, also. After a layoff of six months,
Quarry returned after the Ellis loss to post another streak
of wins. Notable among these was a lopsided 12-round
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decision win over 1964 U.S. Olympian Buster Mathis.
The win over the ranked Mathis positioned Quarry for
his second title shot.

By then, Joe Frazier had KO'd Ellis to unify the two box-
ing belts. This first match against Frazier took place June,
23rd, 1969. It was Quarry’s 38th pro fight and Frazier’s
23rd pro fight. Both had turned pro in 1965. The fight
was held at New York City’s Madison Square Garden,
which is where the Mathis fight had also been held three
months earlier. This would be the site of a number of
Quarry’s fights in years to come. During this time, he
called New York City his home citing bad press he re-
ceived in Los Angeles. The fight was cited later by writers
and observers for its remarkable early action. Round One
was later called “Round Of The Decade” and the bout was
later named Ring Magazines “Fight of The Year”. Quarry
fought a very aggressive fight to please the crowds after
the lacklustre Ellis match, going head-to-head in the cen-
ter of the ring with Frazier, and fighting Frazier’s kind of
fight. Judges gave Quarry the edge in points for the first
two rounds as he landed the more punches with his greater
speed and combination punching. But as he was slugging
with the slugger, he began to fade under the fast pace of
the war and hard punches of Frazier. He was cut badly
by Frazier in the third round but continued on. Unable to
hurt Frazier at this point and receiving many unanswered
shots, the fight was stopped after the 7th round due to the
cut. He was well behind in scoring at this point. There
were no knockdowns in the bout, which was an impres-
sive fact given all the hard punches landed.

Returning quickly after the loss to Frazier, Quarry won
two bouts before meeting Canadian George Chuvalo in
December, 1969. The bout against Chuvalo, then un-
ranked would be the subject of controversy. Quarry eas-
ily led the bout after the first six rounds, effectively box-
ing the Canadian puncher. In the 7th round, Chuvalo
caught Quarry with a surprise right hand that knocked
the Californian off his feet. Quarry rose at the count of
four, then took a knee so that he could rest while taking
the rest of the ten-second count. Rising exactly at the
count of ten, referee Zach Clayton ruled that Quarry was
counted out. Quarry, visibly unhurt, disputed the ruling,
but it was counted as a loss nonetheless.

On one episode of I Dream Of Jeanie, a sitcom of the
1960s Jerry played himself as a trainer for astronaut Tony
Nelson (Larry Hagman).

1970s

Quarry returned quickly after the controversial loss to
Chuvalo to post another streak of wins. Noteworthy
among them was a 6th-round KO win over fellow Cali-
fornian Mac Foster. Foster came into the bout ranked #1
with a record of 24-0, with all 24 wins by KO. Quarry
was ranked #6, and weighed 195 for the bout. Foster
weighed 215. It was a very impressive, dominating win
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by Quarry which figured to put him back in line for an-
other title shot. At this time, exiled former champion
Muhammad Ali had successfully sued to win the right to
return as a professional boxer. Ali approached every one
of the ten ranked heavyweights then for a match. Quarry
was the only one willing to face him, and so got the nod
for the first bout against Ali in his return. The bout re-
ceived tremendous publicity and arguably remains today
as Quarry’s most famous bout. [”! The bout took place at
the City Auditorium in Atlanta, Georgia on October 26,
1970. Ali dominated the first two rounds, moving well
and scoring with his left jab and combinations. Quarry
was able to land only a handful of punches, most of them
glancing blows. In the third round, Quarry was badly cut
by a right hand over his left eye following an exchange
with Ali. Trainer Teddy Bentham, a veteran cut man, re-
alized the cut was too severe for Quarry to continue, even
though he argued to continue. Referee Tony Perez waved
the bout over before the start of the 4th round, which was
ruled a 3rd round technical KO. Quarry disputed the deci-
sion and demanded a rematch against Ali, which he would
later receive.®!

Following the loss to Ali, Quarry had his second six-
month layoff. He focused on television roles during this
period, appearing on a number of television shows. In
June, 1971, he returned to start another streak of wins.
Noteworthy among them was a revenge of his earlier
draw against tall Tony Doyle at the Playboy Club in Lake
Geneva, Wisconsin with a lopsided decision. He then
KO'd British and European champion Jack Bodell in the
first round. That fight was held in London. His second
fight there during this streak was against Larry Middle-
ton. Middleton was the kind of tall, quick boxer with long
reach who often gave Quarry trouble in bouts. Quarry
won a very narrow, controversial decision against Mid-
dleton. By then, Quarry had lobbied long and hard for
a rematch against Ali. He finally was allowed that re-
match a month after the Middleton bout. The second
bout against Ali, no longer champion at this point, took
place at the Las Vegas Convention Center on June 27,
1972. Their match was the headlining bout of a fight card
that Ali called “The Soul Brothers Versus The Quarry
Brothers.” Bob Arum promoted the fight, with Ali play-
ing up the obvious racial differences between his black
fighters and the white Quarrys. In an earlier bout, Jerry’s
brother Mike, a high-ranked light heavyweight contender
was KO'd by Light heavyweight champion and devas-
tating puncher Bob Foster, and seriously injured. Ali
weighed 216 for their bout, Quarry 198. The bout was
eventful. At the opening bell, Quarry rushed Ali, got un-
der his shoulders and lifted him briefly off the canvas be-
fore Referee Mike Kaplan separated the fighters. Dur-
ing the whole fight, Quarry had his injured brother on his
mind and barely put up a fight. Visibly tired at the end of
the 6th round, Quarry came out for the seventh and was
hit by a half-dozen shots by Ali, who waved the referee in
to stop the fight, which Quarry protested. The bout was a
difficult night for the Quarry family in general, who were
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the object of racial insults from black fight fans and Ali
/ King supporters. This Ali bout magnified for observers
the racial overtones that existed throughout Quarry’s ca-
reer. Greatly supported by white Americans, he had been
called a ' white hope ', or " The Great White Hope ". He
was also therefore derided by many black American box-
ing fans of the era for the same reason.

That racially inflamed loss to Ali behind him, Quarry,
now managed by Gil Clancy, bounced back to post yet
another streak of impressive wins. He seemed to mature
as a fighter here, and 1973 was perhaps his greatest year
as a heavyweight.

Despite deterioration in his movement and reflexes, and
now having very scarred facial tissue, Quarry gave pos-
sibly the two best performances of his career next. Af-
ter defeating 21-2 Randy Neumann in January, Quarry
was placed into a bout similar to his previous Mac Foster
match, as a ranked tune-up for a higher ranked contender.
Ron Lyle was 19-0 with 17 knockouts, and the tough ex-
convict was in line for a title shot when he met Quarry
in February. The 6' 3 Lyle weighed 219 for the bout,
Quarry 200. Despite trailing early on, Quarry took con-
trol of the fight in the middle rounds and, in perhaps his
best performance, thoroughly outboxed Lyle for a lop-
sided 12-round decision win in an action packed fight.
During this time, Quarry also got a chance to show off
his overall athletic ability. On the ABC television show "
The Superstars ", Quarry was invited to compete against
other heavyweight boxers in the series of athletic contests
the show was known for. Winning that competition, he
qualified for the Superstars final that year, and finished
fourth to three NFL football players, an impressive show-
ing. Noteworthy in those performances was his impres-
sive ability to hit a baseball. Two wins later, Don King
brought Quarry in to meet hard-punching Earnie Shavers
in December. Shavers was 46-2 with 44 KOs. In another
bout filled with the same racial overtones as the second
Ali bout, Quarry surprised Shavers. After receiving a few
hard shots, he landed a big punch in the 1st round and fol-
lowed that up to win a stunning first-round KO win. The
incensed King reportedly left Shavers in the ring and tore
up his contract to manage him. Heavyweight champion
George Foreman was in attendance, and negotiations for
a title bout were already in motion for mid-1974. After
the Shavers bout, Foreman reportedly backed away from
that proposed bout.[’! He later claimed to have dodged
Quarry, who he never formally met in the ring. Quarry
later claimed to be ' locked out ' of big-opportunity fights
in 1974 by King, and found himself desperately looking
for quality opponents that might get him a title shot. In
June, 1974, he agreed to rematch Joe Frazier. Quarry
was the same size as at their first bout, but Frazier, now
212 pounds, was bigger. Quarry attempted to box Fra-
zier this time, but due to the years of punishment, even
in the recent wins against hard hitters Lyle and Shavers,
he was more open to Frazier’s shots and less mobile than
he use to be. Straight away, a determined Frazier be-

CHAPTER 2. RINGSIDE OPPONENTS

gan to connect hard punches at the physically diminished
Quarry who couldn't muster the movement to evade Fra-
zier. Staggering him with a trademark left hook at the
end of the first round, Frazier exposed to the world that
Quarry had lost his once great punch resistance. Frazier
then began landing solidly with both hands to Quarry’s
head and body, beginning a sickening beat down. Quarry
was already on wobbly legs when Frazier dropped with a
hard left hook to the stomach just before the bell ending
the 4th round. Quarry was visibly injured by the blow,
but tried unsuccessfully to continue. The fight continued,
with Frazier backing away from Quarry after opening up
bad cuts over both eyes. Joe Louis, however, waved Fra-
zier back on. After landing a few more clean head shots,
Louis finally stopped the fight early in the 5th round, a

one sided thrashing. Louis never refereed another fight.
[10]

Quarry by now was not the same fighter he used to be,
his reflexes and punch resistance were much diminished.
But he was still a talented big-name that could attract
crowds. He had made millions in the ring without ever
being champion at a time when few had ever made that
much money in boxing. He continued his television act-
ing work, and had by now briefly helped road-manage the
rock band Three Dog Night. After a win in February,
1975, Quarry begged to put in line for a fight with con-
tender Ken Norton. When first choices Oscar Bonavena
and Jimmy Young bowed out with injuries, Quarry was
placed into the Norton bout on 18 days notice. Nor-
ton had been training for five months. The Norton fight
was Quarry’s 62nd pro fight. Norton, who was about the
same age as Quarry, was 32-3. The 6' 3 Norton weighed
218 for the bout, Quarry 207 with little training before-
hand. Clancy was once again in Quarry’s corner. The
fight took place March 24, 1975. The fight was a war of
hard punches, with Norton connecting well early against a
Jerry Quarry with shot reflexes, a sitting duck for Norton’s
vicious attacks. He was cut badly in the 3rd round, and
attacked Norton so that he would have a chance to win
before the fight was stopped. Norton survived a tough
Quarry attack and continued his assault. The fight was
stopped in the 5th round after Quarry came under a bar-
rage of clean shots to the head. There were many calls
for him to retire afterwards as it was evident in the Fra-
zier and Norton fights that he was a 'shot' fighter.

Retirement

Quarry retired for over two and a half years after the Nor-
ton fight. His career record was at 50-8-4 at this time,
with 32 wins by KO. He had two losses each to Frazier
and Ali plus one apiece to Norton, Chuvalo, Ellis and
Machen to this point. He had been ranked as high as the
#1 contender three times. Well-paid and very popular, it
was an outstanding boxing career to this point. Arguably,
Hall Of Fame caliber. Ataround this time, Quarry signed
a contract with ABC ( American Broadcasting Corpora-
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tion ) to be a boxing commentator. Quarry was very pop-
ular in this position, drawing the ire of Howard Cosell,
an ABC commentator being pushed out of some work
by Quarry. In mid-1977, a return match was being put
together which would put Quarry in against a ranked
heavyweight. The ranked heavyweight would be Italian
Lorenzo Zanon. The match was to be televised on ABC,
where Quarry was contracted. But both fighters signed to
have the bout televised on CBS ( Columbia Broadcasting
System ). When Quarry, who often negotiated his own
fight contracts, signed the bout to CBS, he lost his ABC
contract. The comeback match took place in November
1977, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. Quarry, weighing
209, looked slow and a shell of his former self, was clearly
outboxed over seven rounds by Zanon. But Quarry caught
him with a hard right in the 8th round, and won the fight
by KO in the 9th. Despite winning, it was a poor perfor-
mance, and Quarry retired again afterward, this time for
almost six years.

During those years, Quarry was married and divorced
twice. He also lost a great deal of his fortune in failed
business investments. No longer doing television work,
he decided to return to the ring. With the Cruiserweight
division now created, Quarry returned in that weight
class. When he returned in August, 1983, he was 38
years old, and had been inspired by a similar late-career
comeback by George Foreman. Though appearing to
be in good health, Quarry was in fact already begin-
ning to show the effects of his lengthy boxing career.
A Sports lllustrated reporter was researching an article
about health problems among retired boxers, especially
among those who started as child boxers. The reporter
met Quarry, and although he appeared to be in good
health, Quarry’s performance on several simple cognitive
tests was shockingly poor.['!! This was the harbinger of
the mental decline that would eventually destroy the last
part of his life - dementia pugilistica, the atrophy of the
brain from repeated blows to the head, eventually lead-
ing to an Alzheimer’s-like state. A 1983 CT scan of
Quarry’s brain done for the article and confidently agreed
to by him, showed classic evidence of brain atrophy, in-
cluding the characteristic cavum septi pellucidi found in
many boxers with long careers. Despite these developing
facts, Quarry had two wins in 1983, but the fights accel-
erated his mental decline. He retired again and was inac-
tive as a boxer from 1984 to 1992, but Quarry continued
to decline physically and mentally.['?! His entire boxing
fortune completely gone by 1990, Quarry filed for So-
cial Security at age 45.'*! Denied a boxing license in any
states because of his condition, Quarry found a loophole
in Colorado!*!'3! that allowed him to schedule an Octo-
ber 30, 1992 bout with Ron Cramner, a cruiserweight 16
years Quarry’s junior. At age 47 years and 6 months old,
Quarry provided nothing more than a 6 round punching
bag for the younger fighter, losing all six rounds and the
decision. Only Quarry’s courage and great chin let him
last the full 6 rounds. Quarry was never the same after
that fight.
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2.17.3 Physical and mental decline

Within a few years of his final bout, Quarry was un-
able to feed or dress himself and had to be cared for
by relatives, mainly his brother James - the only one of
the four Quarry brothers not to box professionally. !®!
Jerry’s brother, Mike, who had contended for the light-
heavyweight championship, was himself beginning to
show signs of Dementia pugilistica in later life and died
as a result on June 11, 2006. Another brother, Bobby,
suffers from Parkinson’s disease, believed to be the result
of his own, less-heralded heavyweight boxing career.

Jerry Quarry was inducted into the World Boxing Hall of
Fame in 1995.1171 A TV documentary showed he seemed
barely aware of the proceedings, the dementia he suffered
now severe. Quarry was hospitalized with pneumonia
on December 28, 1998 and then suffered cardiac arrest.
He never regained consciousness and died on January 3,
1999. He is interred at Shafter Cemetery in Shafter,
California. A foundation was established in his honor to
battle boxing-related dementia, a condition that has af-
flicted many boxers and brought Quarry’s life to an early
end.['8]

Legacy

Quarry’s overall professional record was 53-9-4 with 32
KOs. He had been lauded by countless younger boxing
stars as an inspiring star in the sport. Said Joe Frazier,
in his autobiography, of Quarry: “A very tough man. He
could have been a world champion, but he cut too eas-
ily.” George Foreman has also similarly lauded Quarry.
Quarry fought in what has been called " The Golden Age
Of Heavyweight Boxing ", where the talent level of the
sport and its level of national interest were at a peak. The
sport of boxing, and the heavyweight division in partic-
ular, have generally declined in interest within the fol-
lowing decades. This is at least partly due to the num-
ber of injuries and illnesses that are associated with the
sport. Quarry, Muhammad Ali and others notable boxing
stars were and are debilitated figures in their post-career
lives. 1911161

2.17.4 Professional boxing record
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2.17.6 External links

e Professional boxing record for Jerry Quarry from
BoxRec

e Jerry Quarry Foundation web site
e The Boxing Brothers
e Find-A-Grave profile for Jerry Quarry

e “pressure doesn't psych me” quote at Merriam-
Webster

e Boxer Jerry Quarry Remembered

2.18 Oscar Bonavena

Oscar Natalio “Ringo” Bonavena (September 25,
1942 — May 22, 1976) was an Argentinian heavyweight
professional boxer with a career record of 58 wins, 9
losses and 1 draw. A rugged, wild-swinging puncher, he
was nicknamed “Ringo” because of his Beatles haircut,
and enjoyed professional success in both Argentina and
the United States. He is most famous for giving both Joe
Frazier and Muhammad Ali tough battles.

2.18.1 Life and pro career

Oscar Natalio Bonavena was born in Buenos Aires.

2.18.2 Early career

Bonavena began his early career in New York under the
management of World War II hero and dentist, Marvin
Goldberg. He was known as “The Argentine Strong-

cH)

Boy”.

His pro debut was on February 1, 1964. He soon racked
up a quick string of early knockouts, but was overmatched
early, sometimes fighting twice a month, and lost by a de-
cision in February 1965 to then highly rated Zora Folley.
Bonavena was in only his 15th contest and was far too
inexperienced to then really tackle a top veteran like Fol-
ley.It was a one sided contest with Bonavena getting up off
the deck from a smart right hand. Even courageous Os-
car looked discouraged and shaken at times in the later
rounds. However, three years later with far more experi-
ence and training he won their rematch by decision.

After that, he returned to Argentina, where his winning
and knockout streak continued. But in mid 1966 he was
enticed back to New York for a match with rugged con-
tender George Chuvalo.

The free-swinging Bonavena soon ran into trouble outside
the ring. He called Muhammad Ali a black kangaroo and
even a chicken for draft dodging. Ali was furious. Oscar
was one of the few people to upstage Ali in pre-fight press
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2.18. OSCAR BONAVENA

conferences. When, much later, he saw Ali seated ring-
side at the George Foreman-Ken Norton fight, he went
over and started a big slanging match. In his pre-fight
press conference with Frazier, Bonavena needled effec-
tively by implying that Frazier had a personal hygiene
problem. He would start sniffing and grimace. Law-
suits were brought about by reporters with broken cam-
eras; and other such “colorful” behavior. He was always
volatile, as trainers soon discovered.!12]

Big name contests, Chuvalo and Frazier

Bonavena first came to wide public attention after a
fine performance defeating rated contender and Cana-
dian champion George Chuvalo, boxing technically bet-
ter than expected and later going the distance against the
young hard-hitting great Joe Frazier. In this their first
fight, Bonavena had the future champion down twice in
the second round before Frazier rallied to win by deci-
sion in the 10th round.

WBA elimination contests

In 1967, after the World Boxing Association stripped
Muhammad Ali of the title for refusing to be inducted
into the U.S. military, Bonavena participated in that sanc-
tioning body’s 1967 tournament to crown a new heavy-
weight champion. In a strong performance he decked
favoured European champion Karl Mildenberger four
times, P! winning by a decision in Frankfurt, West Ger-
many. But he was himself knocked down twice and
clearly outboxed by eventual tournament winner Jimmy
Ellis in the semi-finals in Louisville, losing by unanimous
decision in an upset. Many deemed it the best win of El-
lis’s career.[*! Incidentally, Bonavena had been scheduled
to fight Ali in Tokyo in May 1967, but the bout was not to
be when Ali was stripped of his title. They'd match later.

World Title shot, the Frazier rematch

The following year, in 1968, after outpointing Leotis Mar-
tin, he got a rematch with Frazier for the heavyweight title
in Philadelphia. After a grueling fifteen rounds Bonavena
lost the rematch by decision, fighting more defensively
than previous. He did leave with a seriously battered face
photographed in the Ring magazine. However, he had
won respect.

In 1969 he got a draw in a rematch with talented Gregorio
Peralta, who he'd outpointed four years earlier for the Ar-
gentine title, and won his three other contests by knock
out.
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Versus Ali

In December 1970, he fought Ali at Madison Square Gar-
den, in the former champ’s second bout after his three-
year layoff. Bonavena absorbed punishment throughout
but fought well, getting through with various head and
body punches. However, in the 15th round, Ali caught
Oscar rushing in and decked him with a perfectly placed
left hook. Bonavena got up, but was clearly not fully re-
covered. Ali decked him twice more, and the fight was
automatically stopped under the three knockdown rule,
giving Ali a TKO (technical knockout). The ending was
somewhat controversial, as Ali stood over Bonavena as
Bonavena was getting up, never going to a neutral cor-
ner as the rules of boxing require, which allowed Ali to
quickly knockdown Bonavena twice more and automati-
cally end the fight.3[6] The knockout by Ali was the only
time in Bonavena’s career he lost by a knockout.

Other matches

After the loss to Ali in 1970 he had a brutally tough match
with underrated Alvin Lewis. Bonavena fought intermit-
tently for the next few years. A gregarious party man, he
enjoyed life fully.

Eventually losses to Floyd Patterson in 1972 and Ron
Lyle in 1974 effectively put him to lower ranking con-
tender status, although he did well enough in both these
matches. In the Patterson fight he broke his left hand
early, possibly after decking Patterson in the fourth, and
remained an advancing threat to the final bell. It was
around 1973 a possible match with a then on the rise Ken
Norton was being planned but, unfortunately for fans, it
never materialised.!”!

On February 26, 1976, overweight and sluggish Bonavena
fought what would be his last fight, winning a ten-round
decision over the unranked Billy Joiner in Reno.!®!

2.18.3 Death

Joe Conforte, owner of the Mustang Ranch brothel near
Reno, Nevada, brought Bonavena to Reno in 1975 to pro-
mote a series of fights and to train on the 440-acre (1.8
km?) property. Bonavena became friendly with Con-
forte’s wife Sally Burgess, 26 years Bonavena’s senior,
and the two flirted openly.!®! A later investigation con-
cluded that they began an affair.l! He signed a contract
making the former madam his manager, although she had
never managed a fighter before. He gained weight and his
condition deteriorated.

The ranch had been burned down by apparent arson some
months earlier, and had been rebuilt, with over 100 bed-
rooms and fancy suites that included a “Blue Room”.
Joe Conforte was not present at the grand reopening in
early May 1976, but Bonavena circulated among the 4000
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guests, smoking big cigars and greeting some with “How
you like my new joint?"®!

Conforte banished Bonavena and Sally Burgess from the
ranch two days later. They were warned to stay away,
and guards were ordered to stop them if they tried to re-
enter. Conforte moved out of the family house in town
he shared with Sally, and into the Blue Room. Willard
Ross Brymer, Conforte’s ex-convict personal bodyguard
and security guard at the ranch, was recalled from a trip.
Brymer cleaned out Bonavena’s trailer, and burned his pa-
pers and clothes in the street. At the family house, Sally
was plagued by utility shutoffs and other harassment.®!

On May 19, Sally and Bonavena complained to the county
sheriff about the harassment and drove to San Francisco
(about 230 miles) to replace Bonavena’s burned passport.
They stayed overnight, taking adjoining rooms, and re-
turned to Reno the next day.[®!

At 6:00 a.m. on Saturday May 22, Bonavena drove up
to the locked gate at the Mustang Ranch and rang the
bell. He exchanged words with an unarmed guard and
demanded to see Conforte. Brymer stepped through the
kitchen door with a high-powered rifle. The guard at the
gate told Bonavena to leave. As Bonavena stepped behind
his car, someone said “freeze” and Bonavena was shot
through the heart, either by Brymer or from a rear guard
tower.BIIOIMT A gnub-nosed .38 revolver was found in
his boot. Four days later, Sally returned to the ranch and
took over, firing the armed guards and the ex-convicts.®!

An investigation concluded that Bonavena was having an
affair with Sally and had bragged about taking over the
Mustang Ranch,®! and that guards had orders to shoot
Bonavena if he showed up.!'?! Originally charged with
murder, Brymer pleaded guilty to voluntary manslaughter
and served only 15 months in prison.['?!

Bonavena’s body was returned to Argentina to lie in state
at the Luna Park sports arena in Buenos Aires, where
150,000 people filed by. He is buried in the La Chacarita
Cemetery in Buenos Aires.

2.18.4 Professional boxing record

2.18.5 See also

e Luis Angel Firpo
e José Maria Gatica

e Justo Suarez
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2.18.7 External links

o Professional boxing record for Oscar Bonavena from
BoxRec

2.19 Joe Frazier

For other uses, see Joe Frazier (disambiguation).

Joseph William “Joe” Frazier (January 12, 1944 —
November 7, 2011), nicknamed “Smokin' Joe”, was an
American professional boxer, Olympic gold medalist and
undisputed world heavyweight champion, whose profes-
sional career lasted from 1965 to 1976, with a one-fight
comeback in 1981. Frazier was known for his sheer
strength, durability, punch power and all-out relentless at-
tack.
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2.19. JOE FRAZIER

Frazier emerged as the top contender in the late 1960s,
defeating opponents that included Jerry Quarry, Oscar
Bonavena, Buster Mathis, Eddie Machen, Doug Jones,
George Chuvalo and Jimmy Ellis en route to becom-
ing undisputed heavyweight champion in 1970, and fol-
lowed up by defeating Muhammad Ali by unanimous de-
cision in the highly anticipated "Fight of the Century" in
1971. Two years later Frazier lost his title when he was
knocked out by George Foreman. He fought on, beating
Joe Bugner, losing a rematch to Ali and beating Quarry
and Ellis again.

Frazier’s last world title challenge came in 1975, but he
was beaten by Ali in their brutal rubbermatch. He re-
tired in 1976 following a second loss to Foreman. He
made a comeback in 1981, fighting just once, before re-
tiring. The International Boxing Research Organization
(IBRO) rates Frazier among the ten greatest heavyweights
of all time.?! In 1999, The Ring magazine ranked him the
8th greatest heavyweight.’! He is an inductee of both the
International Boxing Hall of Fame and the World Boxing
Hall of Fame.

Frazier’s style was often compared to that of Henry Arm-
strong and occasionally Rocky Marciano, dependent on
bobbing, weaving and relentless pressure to wear down
his opponents. His best known punch was a powerful left
hook, which accounted for most of his knockouts. In his
career he lost to only two fighters, both former Olympic
and world heavyweight champions: twice to Muhammad
Ali, and twice to George Foreman.

After retiring, Frazier made cameo appearances in sev-
eral Hollywood movies, and two episodes of The Simp-
sons. His son Marvis became a boxer—trained by Fra-
zier himself—but was unable to match his father’s suc-
cess. His daughter Jackie Frazier-Lyde also boxed pro-
fessionally. Frazier continued to train fighters in his gym
in Philadelphia. His later years saw periodic insults and
bitter feelings towards Ali, interspersed with brief recon-
ciliations.

Frazier was diagnosed with liver cancer in late September
2011 and admitted to hospice care.[*! He died November
7,2011.59

2.19.1 Early life

Joe Frazier was the 12th child born to Dolly Alston-
Frazier and Rubin in Beaufort, South Carolina. He was
raised in a rural community of Beaufort called Laurel
Bay.[1l" Frazier said he was always close to his father,
who carried him when he was a toddler “over the 10 acres
of farmland” the Fraziers worked as sharecroppers “to the
still where he made his bootleg corn liquor, and into town
on Saturdays to buy the necessities that a family of 10
needed.” Young Frazier was affectionately called “Billie
Boy.”l®!

Rubin Frazier had his left hand burned and part of his
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forearm amputated in a tractor accident the year his son
was born. Rubin Frazier and his wife Dolly had been
in their car when Arthur Smith, who unfortunately was
drunk, passed by and made a move for Dolly and was re-
buffed. Stefan Gallucci, a local barkeep, recounted the
experience. When the Fraziers drove away Smith fired at
them several times, hitting Dolly in the foot and Rubin
several times in his arm. Smith was convicted and sent
to prison, but he did not stay long. Dolly Frazier said, “If
you were a good workman, the white man took you out
of jail and kept you busy on the farm.”8!

Frazier’s parents worked their farm with two mules,
named Buck and Jenny. The farm land was what country
people called “white dirt, which is another way of saying
it isn't worth a damn.” They could not grow peas or corn
on it, only cotton and watermelons.®!

In the early 1950s, Frazier’s father bought a black and
white television. The family and others nearby came
to watch boxing matches on it. Frazier’s mother sold
drinks for a quarter as they watched boxers like Sugar
Ray Robinson, Rocky Marciano, Willie Pep and Rocky
Graziano. One night Frazier’s Uncle Israel noticed his
stocky build. “That boy there...that boy is gonna be an-
other Joe Louis" he remarked. The words made an im-
pression on Joe. His classmates at school would give him
a sandwich or a quarter to walk with them at final bell
so that bullies would not bother them. Frazier said, “Any
'scamboogah’ (a disrespectful, low-down and foul person)
who got in my face would soon regret it; Billie Boy could
kick anybody’s ass.” The day after his Uncle’s comment,
Frazier filled old burlap sack with rags, corncobs, a brick,
and Spanish moss. He hung the makeshift heavybag from
an oak tree in the backyard. “For the next 6, 7 years,
damn near every day I'd hit that heavybag for an hour at
a time. I'd wrap my hands with a necktie of my Daddy’s,
or a stocking of my Momma’s or sister’s, and get to it”
Joe remarked.[”!

Not long after Frazier started working, his left arm was
seriously injured running the family’s 300 pound hog.
One day Frazier poked the hog with a stick and ran away.
However, the gate to the pigpen was open and the hog
chased him. Frazier fell and hit his left arm on a brick.
His arm was torn badly, but as the family could not afford
a doctor, the arm had to heal on its own. Joe was never
able to keep it fully straight again.!'!

By the time Frazier was 15 years old, he was working
on a farm for a family named Bellamy. They were both
white men, Mac who was the younger of the two and more
easy going, and Jim who was a little rougher and some-
what backward. One day a little black boy of about 12
years old, damaged one of the Bellamy’s tractors without
meaning to. Jim Bellamy became so enraged he took off
his belt and whipped the boy with his belt right there in
the field. Joe saw the event and went back to the pack-
ing house on the farm and told his black friends what he
had seen. It wasn't long before Jim Bellamy saw Joe and
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asked him why he told what he had witnessed. Joe then
told Bellamy he didn't know what he was talking about,
but Bellamy didn't believe Joe and threatened Joe to get
off the farm before he took off his belt again. Joe told
him he better keep his pants up because he wasn't going
to use his belt on him. Jim then analyzed Joe for a bit and
eventually said “Go on, get the hell outta here.” Joe knew
from that moment it was time for him to leave Beaufort;
he could only see hard times and low-rent for himself.
Even his Momma could see it. She told Joe “Son, if you
can't get along with the white folks, then leave home be-
cause I don't want anything to happen to you.”[!!!

The train fare from Beaufort to the cities up North was
costly, and the closest bus-stop was in Charleston, 96
miles (154 km) away. Luckily by 1958, the bus (The Dog,
as called by locals in Beaufort) had finally made Beaufort
a stop on its South Carolina route. Joe had a brother,
Tommy, in New York. He was told he could stay with
Tommy and his family. Joe had to save up a bit before
he could make the bus trip to New York and still have
some money in his pocket, and so first he went to work
at the local Coca-Cola plant. Joe remarked that the white
guy would drive the truck and he would do the real work,
stacking and unloading the crates. Joe stayed with Coca-
Cola until the government began building houses for the
marines stationed at Parris Island; at which time he was
hired on a work crew.

Nine months eventually passed since he got the boot from
the Bellamy farm. One day, with no fanfare, no tear-
ful goodbyes, Joe packed quickly and got the first bus
heading northward. He finally settled in Philadelphia, “I
climbed on the Dog’s back and rode through the night”
Joe remarked. “It was 1959, I was 15 years old and I was
on my own.”!?]

2.19.2 Amateur career

During Frazier’s amateur career, he won Golden Gloves
Heavyweight Championships in 1962, 1963 and 1964.
His only loss in three years as an amateur was to Buster
Mathis.!'3! Mathis would prove to be Joe’s biggest obsta-
cle to making the 1964 U.S. Olympic Boxing team. They
met in the final of the U.S. Olympic Trial at the New
York World’s Fair in the summer of 1964. Their fight
was scheduled for three rounds and they fought with 10
oz gloves and with headgear, even though the boxers who
made it to Tokyo would wear no headgear and would wear
8 oz gloves. Joe was eager to get back at Mathis for his
only amateur loss and KO'd two opponents to get to the
finals. But once again, when the dust settled, the judges
had called it for Mathis, undeservedly Joe thought. “All
that fat boy had done was run like a thief- hit me with a
peck and backpedal like crazy.” Joe would remark.[!?!

Mathis had worn his trunks very high, so that when Joe
hit Mathis with legitimate body shots the referee took a
dim view of them. In the second round, the referee had
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gone so far as to penalize Joe two points for hitting be-
low the belt. “In a three-round bout a man can't afford a
points deduction like that,” Joe would say. Joe then re-
turned to Philadelphia feeling as low as he'd ever been and
was even thinking of giving up boxing. Duke Dugent and
his trainer Yank Durham were able to talk Joe out of his
doldrums and even suggested Joe make the trip to Tokyo
as an alternate, in case something happened to Mathis.
Joe agreed and while there, he was a workhorse, sparring
with any of the Olympic boxers who wanted some action.
"Middleweight, light heavyweight, it didn't matter to me,
I got in there and boxed all comers” Joe would say. In
contrast, Mathis was slacking off. In the morning, when
the Olympic team would do their roadwork, Mathis would
run a mile, then start walking saying “Go ahead, big Joe.
I'll catch up.” His amateur record was 38-2.114!

2.19.3 1964 Olympics

In 1964 heavyweight representative Buster Mathis qual-
ified but was injured so Frazier was sent as a replace-
ment. At the Heavyweight boxing event, Frazier knocked
out George Oywello of Uganda in the first round, then
knocked out Athol McQueen of Australia 40 seconds into
the third round. He was then into the semi-final, as the
only American boxer left, facing the 6 foot 4, 230 1b.
Vadim Yemelyanov of the Soviet Union.!3!

“My left hook was a heat seeking missile, careening off
his face and body time and again. Twice in the second
round I knocked him to the canvas. But as I pounded
away, I felt a jolt of pain shoot through my left arm. Oh
damn, the thumb." Joe would say. Joe knew immediately
the thumb of his left hand was damaged, though he wasn't
sure as to the extent. “In the midst of the fight, with your
adrenaline pumping, it’s hard to gauge such things. My
mind was on more important matters. Like how I was
going to deal with Yemelyanov for the rest of the fight.”
The match ended when the Soviet’s handlers threw in the
towel at 1:49 in the second round, and the referee raised
Joe’s injured hand in victory.

Now that Joe was into the final, he didn't mention his bro-
ken thumb to anyone. He went back to his room and
soaked his thumb in hot water and Epsom salts. “Pain
or not, Joe Frazier of Beaufort, South Carolina, was go-
ing for gold.” Joe proclaimed. Joe would fight a 30-year-
old German mechanic named Hans Huber, who failed to
make it on the German Olympic wrestling team. By now
Joe was used to fighting bigger guys, but he was not used
to doing it with a damaged left hand. When the open-
ing bell sounded on fight night, Joe came out and started
winging punches, he threw his right hand more than usual
that night. Every so often he'd used his left hook, but
nothing landed with the kind of impact he managed in
previous bouts. Under Olympic rules, 5 judges judge a
bout, and that night three voted for Joe.!'%!
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2.19.4 Professional career

After Frazier won the USA’s only 1964 Olympic boxing
gold medal, his trainer Yancey “Yank” Durham helped
put together Cloverlay, a group of local businessmen (in-
cluding a young Larry Merchant) who invested in Fra-
zier’s professional career and allowed him to train full-
time. Durham was Frazier’s chief trainer and manager
until Durham’s death in August 1973.

Frazier turned professional in 1965, defeating Woody
Goss by a technical knockout in the first round. He
won three more fights that year, all by knockout, none
going past the third round. Later that year, he was in
a training accident, where he suffered an injury which
left him legally blind in his left eye.!'”! During pre-fight
physicals, after reading the eye chart with his right eye,
when prompted to cover his other eye, Frazier switched
hands, but covered his left eye for a second time, and state
athletic commission physicians seemed willing to turn a
blind eye to the injury.!'8]

Joe’s second contest was of interest in that he was decked
in round 1 by Mike Bruce. Frazier took an “8” count
by referee Bob Polis but rallied for a TKO over Bruce in
round 3.1"]

In 1966, as Frazier’s career was taking off, Durham con-
tacted Los Angeles trainer Eddie Futch. The two men had
never met, but Durham had heard of Futch through the
latter’s reputation as one of the most respected trainers in
boxing. Frazier was sent to Los Angeles to train, before
Futch agreed to join Durham as an assistant trainer. With
Futch’s assistance, Durham arranged three fights in Los
Angeles against journeyman Al Jones, veteran contender
Eddie Machen and George “Scrap Iron” Johnson. Frazier
knocked out Jones and Machen, but surprisingly went 10
rounds with journeyman Johnson to win a unanimous de-
cision. Johnson had apparently bet all his purse that he'd
survive to the final bell, noted Ring Magazine, and some-
how he achieved it. But Johnson was known in the trade
as “impossibly durable”.

After the Johnson match, Futch became a full-fledged
member of the Frazier camp as an assistant trainer and
strategist, who advised Durham on matchmaking. It was
Futch who suggested that Frazier boycott the 1967 WBA
Heavyweight Elimination Tournament to find a successor
to Muhammad Ali after the Heavyweight Champion was
stripped of his title for refusing to be inducted into the
military, although Frazier was the top-ranked contender
at the time.

Futch proved invaluable to Frazier as an assistant trainer,
helping modify his style. Under his tutelage, Frazier
adopted the bob-and-weave defensive style, making him
more difficult for taller opponents to punch, while giving
Frazier more power with his own punches. While Futch
remained based in Los Angeles, where he worked as a
supervisor with the U.S. Postal Service, he was flown to
Philadelphia to work with Frazier during the final prepa-
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rations for all of his fights.

After Durham died of a stroke on August 30, 1973, Futch
was asked to succeed him as Frazier’s head trainer and
manager—at the same time he was training heavyweight
contender Ken Norton. Norton lost a rematch against Ali
less than two weeks after Durham’s death. At that point,
Norton’s managers, Robert Biron and Aaron Rivkind, de-
manded that Futch choose between training Frazier and
Norton, with Futch choosing Frazier.

Mid to late 1960s

Now in his second year, in September 1966 and some-
what green, Frazier won a close decision over rugged con-
tender Oscar Bonavena, despite Bonavena flooring him
twice in the second round. A third knockdown in that
round would have ended the fight under the three knock-
down rule. Frazier rallied and won a decision after 12
rounds. The Machen win followed this contest.

In 1967 Frazier stormed ahead winning all six of his
fights, including a sixth-round knockout of Doug Jones
and a brutal fourth round (TKO) of Canadian George
Chuvalo. No boxer had ever stopped Chuvalo before, al-
though Frazier, despite the stoppage, was unable to floor
Chuvalo, who would never be dropped in his entire career
despite him fighting countless top names.

By February 1967 Joe had scored 14 wins and his star
was beginning to rise. This culminated with his first ap-
pearance on the cover of Ring Magazine. In this month
he met Ali, who hadn't yet been stripped of his title. Ali
said Joe would never stand a chance of “whipping” him,
not even in his wildest dreams. Later that year, Muham-
mad Ali was stripped of his world heavyweight title due
to his refusal to be inducted into the military during the
Vietnam War.

To fill the vacancy, the New York State Athletic Com-
mission held a bout between Frazier and Buster Mathis,
both undefeated going into the match, with the winner to
be recognized as “World Champion” by the state of New
York. Although the fight was not recognized as a World
Championship bout by some, Frazier won by a knockout
in the 11th round and staked a claim to the Heavyweight
Championship. He then defended his claim by beating
hard hitting prospect Manuel Ramos of Mexico in two
rounds.

He closed 1968 by again beating Oscar Bonavena via a
15-round decision in a hard-fought rematch. Bonavena
fought somewhat defensively, allowing himself to be of-
ten bulled to the ropes, which let Frazier build a wide
points margin. Ring Magazine showed Bonavena after-
wards with a gruesomely bruised face. It had been a pun-
ishing match.

1969 saw Frazier defend his NYSAC title in Texas, beat-
ing Dave Zyglewicz, who'd only lost once in 29 fights,
by a first-round knockout. Then he beat Jerry Quarry in
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a 7th round stoppage. The competitive, exciting match
with Quarry was named 1969 Ring Magazine fight of the
year. Frazier showed he could do a lot more than just slug.
He'd used his newly honed defensive skills to slip, bob
and weave a barrage of Quarry punches despite Quarry’s
reputation as an excellent counter punching heavyweight.

Wins World Championship — Ellis

On February 16, 1970, Frazier faced WBA Champion
Jimmy Ellis at Madison Square Garden. Ellis had out-
pointed Jerry Quarry in the final bout of the WBA elimi-
nation tournament for Ali’s vacated belt. Frazier had him-
self declined to participate with the WBA tournament to
protest their decision to strip Ali. Ellis held an impres-
sive win over Oscar Bonavena among others. Beforehand,
Ali had announced his retirement and relinquished the
Heavyweight title, allowing Ellis and Frazier to fight for
the undisputed title. Frazier won by a TKO when FEllis’s
trainer Angelo Dundee would not let him come out for
the Sth round following two 4th round knockdowns (the
first knockdowns of Ellis’s career). Frazier’s decisive win
over Ellis was a frightening display of power and tenacity.

In his first title defense, Frazier traveled to Detroit to fight
World Light Heavyweight Champion Bob Foster, who
would go on to set a record for the number of title de-
fenses in the light-heavyweight division. Frazier (26-0)
retained his title by twice flooring the hard punching Fos-
ter in the second round. The second knock down came
on a devastating left hook and Foster could not beat the
count. Then came what was hyped as the "Fight Of The
Century,” his first fight with Muhammad Ali, who had
launched a comeback in 1970 after a three-year suspen-
sion from boxing. This would be the first meeting of two
undefeated heavyweight champions (and last until Mike
Tyson faced Michael Spinks in 1988), since Ali (31-0)
had not lost his title in the ring, but rather been stripped
because of his refusal to be conscripted into the Armed
Forces, some considered him to be the true champion.
This fight was to crown the one, true heavyweight cham-
pion.

Fight of the Century - versus Ali 1st fight

On March 8, 1971, at Madison Square Garden, Frazier
and Ali met in the first of their three bouts which was
called the "Fight of the Century" in pre-bout publicity and
by the press.[?”! With an international television audience
and an in-house audience that included luminaries Frank
Sinatra (as a photographer for Life magazine to get a ring-
side seat), comedian Woody Allen, singer Diana Ross and
actors Dustin Hoffman and Burt Lancaster (who served as
“color commentator” with fight announcer Don Dunphy),
the two undefeated heavyweights met in a media-frenzied
atmosphere reminiscent of Joe Louis' youth.

Several factors came together for Frazier in this fight. He
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was 27 years old and at his boxing peak physically and
mentally, Ali, 29, was coming back from a three-year ab-
sence but had kept active. He had had two good wins, in-
cluding a bruising battle with Oscar Bonavena, whom Ali
had defeated by a TKO in 15 rounds."”!! Frazier worked
on strategy with coach Eddie Futch. They noted Ali’s
tendency to throw a right-hand uppercut from a straight
standing position after dropping the hand in preparation
to throw it with force. Futch instructed Frazier to watch
Ali’s right hand and, at the moment Ali dropped it, to
throw a left hook at the spot where they knew Ali’s face
would be a second later. Frazier staggered Ali in the 11th
round and knocked down Ali in the 15th in this way.

In a brutal and competitive contest, Frazier lost the first
two rounds but was able to withstand Ali’s combinations.
Frazier was known to improve in middle rounds, and this
was the case with Ali. Frazier came on strong after round
three, landing hard shots to the body and powerful left
hooks to the head.

Ultimately, Frazier won a 15-round, unanimous decision.
Ali was taken to hospital immediately after the fight to
check that his severely swollen right side jaw (which was
apparent in post-fight interviews) wasn't actually broken.
Frazier also spent time in hospital during the ensuing
month, the exertions of the fight having been exacerbated
by hypertension and a kidney infection.

Later in the year he fought a 3-round exhibition against
hard hitting veteran contender Cleveland Williams.

In 1972, Frazier successfully defended the title twice,
beating Terry Daniels and Ron Stander, both by knock-
out, in the fourth and fifth rounds respectively. Daniels
had earlier drawn with Jerry Quarry and Stander had
knocked out Earnie Shavers.

Loses title to George Foreman

Main article: Joe Frazier vs. George Foreman

Frazier lost his undefeated record of 29-0 and his world
championship, at the hands of the unbeaten George Fore-
man on January 22, 1973, in Kingston, Jamaica. Despite
Frazier being the overall favorite, Foreman towered 10
cm (4 inches) over the more compact champion and dom-
inated from the start. Two minutes into the first round,
Foreman knocked Frazier down for the first time. After
he was knocked down a sixth time in the second round
referee Arthur Mercante, Sr. stopped the contest.

Frazier won his next fight, a 12-round decision over Joe
Bugner, in London to begin his quest to regain the title.

Mid 1970s-Ali second fight

Frazier’s second fight against Ali took place on January
28, 1974, in New York City. In contrast to their previous
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meeting, the bout was a non-title fight, with Ali winning a
12-round unanimous decision. The fight was notable for
the amount of clinching.

Five months later, Frazier again battled Jerry Quarry in
Madison Square Garden, with a strong left hook to the
ribs by Frazier ending the fight in the fifth round.

In March 1975, Frazier fought a rematch with Jimmy EI-
lis in Melbourne, Australia, knocking him out in nine
rounds. The win again established Frazier as the num-
ber one heavyweight challenger for the title, which Ali
had won from George Foreman in the famous "Rumble
in the Jungle" five months earlier.

Thrilla In Manila - third Ali fight

Ali and Frazier met for the third and final time in Quezon
City (a district within the metropolitan area of Manila),
the Philippines, on October 1, 1975: the "Thrilla in
Manila.” Prior to the fight, Ali took opportunities to mock
Frazier by calling him a ""gorilla,” and generally trying to
irritate him.

The fight was a punishing display on both sides under op-
pressively hot conditions. During the fight, Ali said to
Frazier, “They said you were through, Joe.” Frazier said,
“They lied.” After 14 grueling rounds, Futch stopped the
fight with Frazier having a closed left eye, an almost-
closed right eye and a cut. Ali later said that it was the
“closest thing to dying that I know of.”.[??! In 1977, Ali
told interviewer Reg Gutteridge that he felt this third Fra-
zier fight was his best performance. When Gutteridge
suggested his win over Cleveland Williams, Ali said,
“No, Frazier’s much tougher and rougher than Cleveland
Williams”

Foreman again

In 1976, Frazier (32-3) personally wished to retry against
George Foreman. With a shaved head for a new image
Frazier fought well enough, somewhat more restrained
than usual, avoiding walking onto the big shots which he
had done in their first match. However, Foreman awaited
his moment and then lobbed in one tremendous left hook
that lifted Frazier off his feet. After a second knock down
it was stopped in the fifth. Shortly after the fight, Frazier
announced his retirement.

Frazier made a cameo appearance in the movie Rocky
later in 1976 and dedicated himself to training local box-
ers in Philadelphia, where he grew up, including some of
his own children. He also helped train Duane Bobick.

Music career

During the late 1970s, Frazier created a soul-funk group
called “Joe Frazier and the Knockouts,” being mentioned
in Billboard and recording a number of singles. Joe
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Frazier and his group during the concert in Tilburg, Netherlands.

toured widely all over the USA and Europe including Ire-
land where among other places he performed in Donegal,
Ireland and Athy Co Kildare, Ireland with his band, the
Knockouts.

1980s comeback and career as trainer

In 1981, Frazier attempted a comeback. He drew over
10 rounds with hulking Floyd “Jumbo” Cummings in
Chicago, Illinois. It was a bruising battle with mixed re-
views. He then retired for good.

After that, Frazier involved himself in various endeav-
ors. Among his sons who turned to boxing as a career,
he helped train Marvis Frazier, a challenger for Larry
Holmes's world heavyweight title and trained his daugh-
ter, Jackie Frazier-Lyde, whose most notable fight to date
was a close points loss against Laila Ali, the daughter of
his rival.

Frazier’s overall record was 32 wins, 4 losses and 1 draw,
with 27 wins by knockout. He won 73 percent of his fights
by knockout, compared to 60 percent for Ali and 84 per-
cent for Foreman. He was a member of the International
Boxing Hall Of Fame.

In 1984, Frazier was the special referee for the NWA
World Heavyweight Championship match between Ric
Flair and Dusty Rhodes at Starrcade '84, awarding the
match to Flair due to Rhodes’ excessive bleeding.

In 1986, Frazier appeared as the “corner man” for Mr. T
against Roddy Piper at Nassau Veterans Memorial Coli-
seum as part of WrestleMania 2. In 1989, Frazier joined
Ali, Foreman, Norton and Holmes for the tribute special
Champions Forever.

Media appearances

Frazier appeared as himself in an episode of The Simp-
sons ("Brother, Can You Spare Two Dimes?") in 1992,
in which he was supposed to have been beaten up by
Barney Gumble in Moe’s Tavern. Frazier’s son objected
and Frazier was instead shown beating up Gumble and
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putting him in a trash can. Frazier appeared in another
episode of The Simpsons ("Homer’s Paternity Coot") in
2006. He appeared on-screen in the 8th series of The
Celebrity Apprentice (USA) television show as a guest-
attendee at the Silent Auction event held for the season
finale (won by Joan Rivers). Frazier appeared as him-
self in the Academy Award-winning 1976 movie, Rocky.
Since the debut of the Fight Night series of games, Fra-
zier appeared in Fight Night 2004, Fight Night Round 2,
Fight Night Round 3, Fight Night Round 4 and Fight Night
Champion, games made by EA Sports.

Books

Frazier released his autobiography in March 1996, en-
titled Smokin' Joe: The Autobiography of a Heavyweight
Champion of the World, Smokin' Joe Frazier. Frazier pro-
moted the book shortly before its release with a memo-
rable appearance on The Howard Stern Show on January
26, 1996.12%

He also wrote Box like the Pros,”* “a complete intro-
duction to the sport, including the game’s history, rules
of the ring, how fights are scored, how to spar, the basics
of defence and offence, the fighter’s workout, a directory
of boxing gyms, and much more. Box Like the Pros is
an instruction manual, a historical reference tool and an
insider’s guide to the world’s most controversial sport.”23]

2.19.5 Financial issues and legal battles

According to an article from The New York Times, “over
the years, Frazier has lost a fortune through a combi-
nation of his own generosity and naiveté, his carousing,
and failed business opportunities. The other headlin-
ers from his fighting days—Ali, George Foreman, and
Larry Holmes—are millionaires.” Asked about his situ-
ation, Frazier became playfully defensive, but would not
reveal his financial status. “Are you asking me how much
money [ have?" he said. “I got plenty of money. I got a
stack of $100 bills rolled up over there in the back of the
room.” Frazier blamed himself, partly, for not effectively
promoting his own image. In a 2006 HBO documentary
on the fight in Manila, Frazier was interviewed living in a
one room apartment on the second floor of his gym.[*°!

His daughter Jackie Frazier-Lyde is a lawyer and worked
on her father’s behalf in pursuit of money they claimed
he was owed in a Pennsylvania land deal. In 1973, Fra-
zier purchased 140 acres in Bucks County, Pennsylvania
for $843,000. Five years later, a developer agreed to buy
the farmland for $1.8 million. Frazier received annual
payments from a trust that bought the land with money
he had earned in the ring. However, when the trust went
bankrupt, the payments ceased.

Frazier sued his business partners, insisting his signature
had been forged on documents and he had no knowledge
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of the sale. In the ensuing years, the 140 acres was subdi-
vided and turned into a residential community. The land
is now worth an estimated $100 million.?”)

2.19.6 Relationship with Muhammad Ali

Frazier and Ali were initially friends. During Ali’s en-
forced three-year lay-off from boxing for refusing to be
drafted into the US Army, Frazier lent him money and
testified before Congress and petitioned U.S. President
Richard Nixon to have Ali’s right to box reinstated.?®!
Frazier supported Ali’s right not to serve in the army, say-
ing “If Baptists weren't allowed to fight, I wouldn't fight
either.”1?’!

However, in the build-up to their first fight, The Fight
of the Century, Ali turned it into a “cultural and po-
litical referendum”, painting himself as a revolution-
ary and civil rights champion and Frazier as the white
man’s hope, an "Uncle Tom" and a pawn of the white
establishment.3131 Ali successfully turned many black
Americans against Frazier. Bryant Gumbel joined the
pro-Ali, anti-Frazier bandwagon by writing a major mag-
azine article that asked “Is Joe Frazier a white champion
with black skin?" Frazier thought this was “a cynical at-
tempt by Clay to make me feel isolated from my own peo-
ple. He thought that would weaken me when it came time
to face him in that ring. Well, he was wrong. It didn't
weaken me, it awakened me to what a cheap-shot son of
a bitch he was.” He noted the hypocrisy of Ali calling him
an Uncle Tom when his [Ali’s] trainer (Angelo Dundee)
was white. 3]

As aresult of Ali’s campaign, Frazier’s children were bul-
lied at school and his family were given police protection
after receiving death threats.>?! Ali declared that if Fra-
zier won he would crawl across the ring and admit that
Frazier was the greatest. After Frazier won by a unan-
imous decision, he called upon Ali to fulfil his promise
and crawl across the ring, but he didn't.[**! Ali called it a
“white man’s decision” and insisted that he won.[*

During a televised joint interview prior to their second
bout in 1974, Ali continued to insult Frazier, who took
exception to Ali calling him “ignorant” and challenged
him to a fight, which resulted in the two of them brawling
on the studio floor.3! Ali went on to win the 12 round
non-title affair by a decision. Ali took things further
in the build-up to their last fight, The Thrilla in Manila,
and called Frazier “the other type of negro” and “ugly”,
“dumb” and a “gorilla”®! At one point he sparred with
a man in a gorilla suit and pounded on a rubber gorilla
doll, saying “This is Joe Frazier’s conscience... I keep
it everywhere I go. This is the way he looks when you
hit him.”37! According to the fight’s promoter Don King,
this enraged Frazier, who took it as a “character assassi-
nation” and “personal invective”.!*”] One night before the
fight, Ali waved around a toy pistol outside Frazier’s hotel
room. When Frazier came to the balcony, he pointed the
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gun at Frazier and yelled “I am going to shoot you.”[3®!
After the fight, Ali summoned Frazier’s son Marvis into
his dressing room, and told him that he had not meant
what he had said about his father. When informed of this
by Marvis, Frazier responded: “you ain't me, son. Why
isn't he apologizing to me?"

For years afterwards, Frazier retained his bitterness to-
wards Ali and suggested that Ali’s battle with Parkinson’s
syndrome was a form of divine retribution for his earlier
behavior. In 2001, Ali apologized to Frazier via a New
York Times article, saying “In a way, Joe’s right. I said
a lot of things in the heat of the moment that I shouldn't
have said. Called him names I shouldn't have called him.
Iapologize for that. I'm sorry. It was all meant to promote
the fight”.3%! Frazier reportedly “embraced it”, though he
later retorted that Ali only apologized to a newspaper, not
to him. He said: “I'm still waiting [for him] to say it to
me.” To this Ali responded: “If you see Frazier, you tell
him he’s still a gorilla.”#0)

Frazier told Sports lllustrated in May 2009 that he no
longer held hard feelings for Ali.[*!! After Frazier’s death
in November 2011, Ali was among those who attended
the private funeral services for Frazier in Philadelphia.
The Rev. Jesse Jackson, who spoke during the service,
asked those in attendance to stand and “show your love”
and reportedly Ali stood with the audience and clapped

“vigorously”.[4?!

Joe Frazier’s Gym in Philadelphia

2.19.7 Later years

Frazier lived in Philadelphia where he owned and man-
aged a boxing gym. Frazier put the gym up for sale
in mid-2009. He was diagnosed with diabetes and high
blood pressure. He and his nemesis, Muhammad Ali, al-
ternated over the years between public apologies and pub-
lic insults.!*# In 1996, when Ali lit the Olympic flame in
Atlanta, Frazier told a reporter that he would like to throw
Ali into the fire.*>! Frazier made millions of dollars in the
1970s, but the article cited mismanagement of real-estate
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Frazier was awarded the Order of the Palmetto in Beaufort in
2010.%

The New York Daily News editor-in-chief Kevin Convey (on the
right) presented Frazier with the Daily News Front Page Award
in2011.

holdings as a partial explanation for his economic woes.
Frazier stated repeatedly that he no longer had any bit-
ter feelings towards Ali. The National Trust for Historic
Preservation has named the Joe Frazier’s Gym in its 25th
list of America’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places in
2012.14611471 In 2013, the gym was named to the National
Register of Historic Places. 3!

Frazier continued to train young fighters, although he
needed multiple operations for back injuries sustained in
a car accident. He and Ali reportedly attempted a rec-
onciliation in his final years, but in October 2006 Frazier
still claimed to have won all three bouts between the two.
He declared to a Times reporter, when questioned about
his bitterness toward Ali, “I am what I am.”

Frazier attempted to revive his music interests in late
2009/2010. Notably popular for singing 'Mustang Sally,'
both Frazier and manager Leslie R. Wolff teamed up with
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Welsh Rock Solo artist Jayce Lewis to release his reper-
toire in the U.K., later visiting the Welshman in U.K.
to a host a string of after dinner speeches and music
developments. It would notably be Frazier’s last U.K.
appearance.+91150]

Death

Frazier was diagnosed with liver cancer in late September
2011. Within a few weeks, the cancer had metastasized.
By November 2011, he was under hospice care, where
he died on November 7.121511 Upon hearing of Frazier’s
death, Muhammad Ali said, “The world has lost a great
champion. I will always remember Joe with respect and
admiration.”132153154] Frazier’s private funeral took place
on November 14 at the Enon Tabernacle Baptist Church
in Philadelphia and in addition to friends and family was
attended by Muhammad Ali, Don King, Larry Holmes,
Magic Johnson, Dennis Rodman, among others. He was
later buried at the Ivy Hill Cemetery, a short drive from
the Enon Tabernacle Baptist Church. 335!

2.19.8 In popular media

e He was played by boxer James Toney in the 2001
film, Ali.

e He played in “The Fight of the Century” against Ali.

e Some of the most memorable moments in the
1976 boxing-themed feature film, Rocky—such as
Rocky’s carcass-punching scenes and Rocky run-
ning up the steps of the Philadelphia Museum of
Art, as part of his training regimen—are taken
from Frazier’s real-life exploits. In the film, Frazier
makes a cameo appearance, promoting the fight be-
tween Rocky and Apollo.”!

e In March 2007, a Joe Frazier action figure was re-
leased as part of a range of toys based on the Rocky
film franchise, developed by the American toy man-
ufacturer, Jakks Pacific.[58115%]

o Electric bassist Jeff Berlin wrote a musical tribute
simply called “Joe Frazier,” originally recorded on
the Bill Bruford album Gradually Going Tornado,
available on the compilation album Master Strokes.

e Mr. Sandman, a video game character in the Punch-
Out!! video game series known for being one of the
toughest opponents, was based in part on Frazier.

e His granddaughter, Latrice Frazier, appeared on an
episode of Maury.
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2.19.13 Further reading

e Hoffer, Richard (November 21, 2011). “Joe Frazier
1944-2011”. Sports Illlustrated. Retrieved Novem-
ber 30, 2011.

2.19.14 External links

e Official website

e Professional boxing record for Joe Frazier from
BoxRec

e “Joe Frazier”. Olympics at Sports-Reference.com.
Sports Reference LLC.

e Datos y curiosidades sobre Joe Frazier en espanol

2.20 Jimmy Ellis

For other people named Jimmy Ellis, see Jimmy Ellis
(disambiguation).

James “Jimmy” Ellis (February 24, 1940 — May 6,
2014) was an American professional boxer. He was a
WBA world heavyweight champion, a title he won by
defeating Jerry Quarry in 1968. He made one success-
ful title defense against Floyd Patterson, before losing by
fifth-round stoppage to Joe Frazier in 1970.

Ellis is also known for his fights with George Chu-
valo, Muhammad Ali, Earnie Shavers, Ron Lyle and Joe
Bugner. He retired from boxing at the age of 35 in 1975,
with a record of 40-12—1 (24 KOs).

He died of dementia complications on May 6, 2014 at the
age of 74.

2.20.1 Birth and early years

He was born one of ten children. His father, Walter, was
a pastor, and Ellis was brought up as a Christian.!'! As a
teenager Ellis worked in a cement finishing factory.?! He
also sang in the local church choir, later joined by his wife
Mary. He continued church involvement all his adult life.
He also admired Joe Louis.*!

2.20.2 Amateur career

Ellis got into boxing as a teenager after watching a friend
box fellow Louisville youngster Muhammad Ali on a lo-
cal amateur boxing television show called Tomorrow’s
Champions. “I had a friend of mine named Donnie Hall,
and he fought Ali,” Ellis said. “Donnie lost, and I thought
I could maybe be a fighter then.” Ellis went with Hall to
Louisville’s Columbia Gym, where the coach was a police
officer named Joe Martin.!*!
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Ellis won 59 of 66 amateur bouts and was a Golden
Gloves champion. He boxed Ali twice as an amateur,
with Ali winning the first bout and Ellis winning the sec-
ond.

2.20.3 Early professional career

Ellis turned professional as a middleweight in 1961. Early
in his pro career, he was trained and managed by Bud
Bruner. With Bruner, he compiled a record of 15-5 (6
KOs). His five losses were decisions to top Middleweight
contenders Holly Mims (whom he defeated in a rematch),
Henry Hank, Rubin “Hurricane” Carter, Don Fullmer,
and George Benton. This start probably helped his speed
of punch, movement and finesse.

At the end of 1964, after losing three out of four fights,
Ellis decided to leave Bruner. He later recalled Bruner
fondly. “I liked him, and I fought a lot of top-rated fight-
ers when I was with him, but eventually I had to move on,”
Ellis said. “He did me justice, and we always remained
friends.”!

Ellis wrote a letter to an at first sceptical’® Angelo
Dundee, the trainer of Ali, and asked him to handle his
career. Dundee agreed to be both manager and trainer.
Ellis became a sparring partner for Ali and fought on sev-
eral of his early pre-Liston undercards. Six of his first
eight fights with Dundee were on an Ali undercards.!”!

By the mid 1960s Ellis was fighting heavyweights. Be-
ing a tall natural athletic build he'd had increasing trouble
keeping down to middleweight. Dr. Ferdie Pacheco, who
worked with both Ali & Ellis throughout their careers,
called Ellis’s development from middleweight to heavy-
wweight one of the most dramatic he could recall.'®!

2.204 WBA
matches

world title eliminator

By 1966, Ellis was fighting as a heavyweight. When Ali
was stripped of the world title for refusing to enter the
military, the World Boxing Association staged an eight-
man tournament that featured most of the top heavy-
weight contenders. Ellis, who was ranked eighth in the
world after eight consecutive wins, was invited to be in
the tournament. Joe Frazier, ranked second by the WBA,
chose not to participate in the tournament. Instead, Fra-
zier fought for the vacant New York State Athletic Com-
mission World Heavyweight Championship, which he
won with an eleventh-round knockout of Buster Mathis.

In the opening round of the tournament, Ellis fought
Leotis Martin on August 5, 1967 in Houston, Texas. El-
lis, the betting underdog, battered Martin’s face into a
bloody mask, and the referee stopped the fight in the ninth
round.

Ellis met Oscar Bonavena in the second round of the tour-
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nament. The fight took place on December 2, 1967 in
Louisville, Kentucky. Ellis, once again the underdog,
dropped the iron-jawed Bonavena with a right once in
the third round and once in the tenth from a truly wicked
left hook. After twelve rounds, Ellis was awarded a clear
unanimous decision. He controlled the match throughout
with perhaps the best display in his career. He made Os-
car look basic and was only really in trouble himself in the
ninth. But ironically, he turned the ninth around with a
split second counter catching Oscar wide open and deck-
ing him badly. Ellis advanced to the tournament final.[*!

2.20.5 Wins WBA world title

In the tournament final, Ellis faced Jerry Quarry, a slight
betting favorite, on April 27, 1968 in Oakland, Califor-
nia.!'% In a dull fight, Ellis fought what Sports lllustrated
called “a tactical masterpiece”. But he was very cautious
and won a fifteen-round split decision!'!! to capture the
vacant WBA Heavyweight Championship. Quarry said,
“If they'd given me the decision, I'd have given it back. I
didn't deserve it.”[121[13]

2.20.6 Title reign

In his only successful title defense, Ellis defeated Floyd
Patterson by a controversial fifteen-round decision on
September 14, 1968 in Stockholm, Sweden. Ellis, who
suffered a broken nose in the second round, was awarded
the decision by the referee, the sole judge. Many in the
crowd of 30,000 disagreed with the decision and started
chanting, “Floyd champ!" The New York Times scored the
fight seven rounds to six for Ellis, with two even.[14]

Following the defeat of Patterson, Ellis was out of the
ring for seventeen months. He was going to fight Henry
Cooper in the United Kingdom, even though the British
Boxing Board of Control refused to recognize the fight
as a world title bout: the BBBofC was affiliated with the
World Boxing Council, who stated that they would only
recognize a fight between Joe Frazier and a suitable con-
tender as being for the world title. The fight was post-
poned a couple of times and eventually cancelled because
Cooper injured his knee.!">! Ellis then planned to fight
Bob Cleroux in Montreal, but Cleroux lost what was sup-
posed to be a tune-up fight against the lightly regarded
Billy Joiner. Finally, Ellis was going to fight Gregorio
Peralta in Argentina, but promoters canceled the fight 24
hours before it was to take place because of poor ticket
sales 161171

2.20.7 Unification title match with Joe
Frazier

On February 16, 1970, Ellis fought Joe Frazier to
unify the World Heavyweight Championship at Madison
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Square Garden in New York City. The undefeated Fra-
zier, a heavy betting favorite, proved to be too strong and
powerful. Ellis, who had never been floored as a heavy-
weight, was knocked down twice in the fourth round by a
relentless Frazier, and Angelo Dundee stopped the fight
before the start of the fifth round. It was the first knock-
out loss for Ellis.

2.20.8 Fighting Al

After winning his next three fights, Ellis fought Muham-
mad Ali in the Houston Astrodome on July 26, 1971. An-
gelo Dundee chose to work with Ellis for the fight. He
was Ali’s trainer, but he was both manager and trainer for
Ellis. Working with Ellis meant that he would get a big-
ger share of the purse. Ali understood completely and got
Harry Wiley, who had worked with Henry Armstrong and
Sugar Ray Robinson, to be his trainer for the Ellis fight. It
was one of the few fights in Ali’s career in which Dundee
was not in his corner.!®!

Ellis fought well over the first three rounds, but the fight
turned after Ellis was hurt by a right hand in the fourth
round. The right hand “hurt me so bad I couldn't re-
ally fight my best after that,” Ellis said. “It ruined me.”
The referee stopped the fight in the twelfth round as El-
lis remained on his feet. No knockdowns were recorded
throughout the fight.l'”)

2.20.9 Diminishing skills

After the loss to Ali, Ellis won his next eight fights
by knockout. But on June 18, 1973, he fought Earnie
Shavers, who was 44-2 (43 KOs), at Madison Square
Garden. Ellis, ranked fourth by the WBA, stunned
Shavers with a chopping right to the jaw and backed him
into a corner. Shavers took numerous shots in the corner
before clinching. After the referee separated the fighters,
Shavers put Ellis down for the count with a wickedly pow-
erful single right uppercut to the chin. The time was 2:39
in the first round. It was a stunning win for Shavers.2"!

Ellis came back with a knockout win against club fighter
Memphis Al Jones, but with his skills in decline, he went
winless in his next five fights. He lost a split decision to
Boone Kirkman, fought a draw with Larry Middleton,
dropped decisions to Ron Lyle and Joe Bugner, and was
stopped in nine rounds in a rematch with Joe Frazier.

The rematch with Joe Frazier took place in Melbourne,
Australia, on March 2, 1975. Ellis trained at the Golden
Bowl Gym in Camberwell, Melbourne with martial arts
4th Dan Gerry Scaife. Ellis won the first three rounds,
but Frazier then picked up the intensity and took control.
With Ellis bloody and battered, Angelo Dundee signaled
for referee Bob Foster to stop the fight in the ninth round.
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2.20.10 Retirement

On May 6, 1975, in what would be his last fight, Ellis
knocked out club fighter Carl Baker in the first round. He
retired aged 35 after suffering a training injury that left
him partially blind in his left eye. Ellis finished with a
record of 40-12-1 (24 KOs).

After retiring from boxing, Ellis trained boxers. Later he
worked for the Louisville Parks Department on athletic
and recreational projects between 1989 and 2003.12!1

2.20.11 Life outside boxing

In 2004 Ellis told the Washington Times "...All 1 ever
wanted to be was a good fighter and good man.'??! He
seemed to achieve it. Brother Jeff gave a tribute on his
death saying " He was someone you could model yourself
on”23! Ellis was a reserved family man who shunned flash
although had a determined competitive streak in boxing.

With wife Mary he had six children,2 sons and 4 daugh-
ters. His brother Charles boxed in the 1964 Olympics.
Ellis was personally kind and gracious. He maintained a
brotherly relationship with Ali over all the decades. Ali
himself often recalled Ellis as a great friend. Ellis wasn't
always pleased by the sparring partner tag but felt he had
proved himself above that.[**]

He suffered from dementia pugilistica, for over decade
before his death.?>! It was reported that Ellis’ condition
was so bad that he believed his deceased wife, Mary who
died in 2006, was still alive.[261[27]

2.20.12 Death

Ellis died of complications from dementia on May 6,
2014, in Louisville, Baptist Hospital, Kentucky.?}!

A tribute came in from Muhammad Ali; 'In the world of
heavyweights I always thought him one of the best”.[*"!
Ellis’s family considered that boxing exacerbated the de-
mentia, but had not necessarily caused it.*"! His younger
brother Jeff, who'd trained with Ellis in years past, com-
mented that he himself now avoided watching boxing as
he'd seen too many damaged by it.*!! Ellis was survived
by three brothers and a sister.[*?! Son Jeff played profes-
sional football and confirmed the family were always im-
mensely proud of Ellis’s achievements and world title.[**!

2.20.13 Legacy

Ellis will be remembered as a top boxer and part title
holder who battled both Frazier and Ali. Not withstand-
ing his contests with Quarry, Patterson and Bonavena
however. It was perhaps boxing’s peak era and he was
a crucial major figure.
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2.20.17 External links
e Professional boxing record for Jimmy Ellis from
BoxRec

e Jimmy Ellis at the Internet Movie Database

2.21 Buster Mathis

Buster Mathis (June 11, 1943 — September 6, 1995) was
a boxer who had a very successful career as an amateur
heavyweight boxer. He qualified for a spot in the 1964
Tokyo Olympics. However, he was injured and was un-
able to compete there. Instead of him, the fighter Mathis
beat in the Olympic Trials went to the Olympics. This
fighter was the legendary Joe Frazier, who went on to win
the gold medal.

Mathis was an impressive hulking figure who often fought
at around 245lbs. He was surprisingly agile, with good
boxing skill and respected power. His combination
punches were fast and accurate too.

2.21.1 Professional career

Mathis turned professional in June 1965 with a sec-
ond round knockout victory over Bob Maynard. Buster
Mathis went on to win his next 22 contests as well and
qualified for a shot at the New York State Athletic Com-
mission World Heavyweight Title, which had become va-
cant after Muhammad Ali was stripped of the title for
refusing to be drafted into the United States army.

The Title fight was to be held March 4, 1968 in New
York's Madison Square Garden against 'smoking' Joe
Frazier, his old rival. Both boxers were unbeaten as pro-
fessionals, so tension was high. Ring magazine noted
that Mathis had built up useful experience on a range of
mostly competent but non ranked opponents, whilst Fra-
zier had been thrown in the deep end early and by now had
battled several top names. This may have had a telling
outcome in the contest.
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Mathis made a promising start in the fight. He was ahead
at midpoint, but the gap narrowed a lot with the sheer
pressure from a determined Frazier in the later rounds.
The end came suddenly when a single short thudding left
hook landed as Mathis advanced. It won the fight by 11th
round knockout for Frazier.

Buster Mathis continued to fight in the following years,
outpointing highly regarded ironman George Chuvalo,
but losing on points to Jerry Quarry - a fight Mathis was
favoured to win. Mathis retired after losing to Quarry in
1969, but returned in 1971 to box Muhammad Ali for
the NABF belt, losing on points over 12 rounds. Ali was
later criticized for not finishing Mathis in the final rounds
of the fight.[!!

After Mathis was knocked out in just three rounds in Au-
gust 1972 by fast-rising puncher Ron Lyle, he decided to
retire for good from boxing.

2.21.2 Retirement

Mathis suffered from various health problems in later
years, such as diabetes and kidney problems. A 1980
Sports Illustrated article featured interviews with Mathis
and many of Muhammad Ali’s other opponents. It re-
ported Mathis worked in the trucking business after he
retired from the ring. The former pugilist later suffered a
heart attack and two strokes. His compulsive eating had
ballooned his weight to 550 pounds and, in 1995, he died
of a heart attack at age of 52. A Ring magazine tribute
noted he was really an easy going guy and perhaps too
nice for the boxing game.

He won 30 fights (21 by KO) and lost 4 with his only pro-
fessional losses coming against Joe Frazier, Jerry Quarry,
Muhammad Ali and Ron Lyle.

2.21.3 Professional boxing record

2.21.4 Personal life

His son Buster Mathis Jr. was to later become a success-
ful fighter, and was to take on Mike Tyson in 1995. His
son Cole, was born in China in 1992, in Shanghai.

2.21.5 Notes

[1] Maule, Tex (1971-11-09). “Got To Look Good To Al-
lah”. Sports Hllustrated. Retrieved 2012-02-15.

[2] http://boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=7001&
cat=boxer

2.21.6 External links

e Professional boxing record for Buster Mathis from
BoxRec
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2.22 Jiirgen Blin

Jiirgen Blin (born 7 April 1943) was a German boxer.
He is best known for fighting Muhammad Ali on 26 De-
cember 1971, being knocked out in the seventh round.

Born in Fehmarn and residing in Hamburg, he repre-
sented West Germany. Blin’s record in the ring was 30-
12-6 with eight knockouts.!'! He was greatly admired by
German boxing fans for his toughness and stamina in the
ring. He was briefly heavyweight champion of Germany
after beating Gerhard Zech (he had two draws with him
previously).

His first professional bout came against Klaus Kriiger in
October 1964. Blin won this bout, as well as the next
five bouts against domestic opponents, and lost his first
professional bout in June 1965 to Ray Patterson in Jordal
Amfi.ll

Blin lost a decision to Joe Bugner in May 1971 when fight-
ing for the European heavyweight title. Blin later won the
title in June 1972, his greatest triumph in the ring, when
he beat Jose Urtain (who had beaten Blin for the same
title in June 1970). However, in October 1972, Blin once
again faced Bugner who retained the title by knocking the
German in the eighth round.!"!

The bout against Muhammad Ali happened on 26 De-
cember 1971 in Hallenstadion Arena, Ziirich. Blin was
knocked out 2 minutes and 12 seconds into the seventh
round.!' In 2002, Blin collaborated with author Stephen
Brunt on a book called Facing Ali. He said that fighting
Ali was the greatest honour of his life.

2.22.1 Professional boxing record
2.22.2 References

[1] Jurgen Blin record at boxrec.com

[2] http://boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=9387&
cat=boxer

2.23 Mac Foster

Not to be confused with Marc Forster.

MacArthur "Mac" Foster (June 27, 1942 — July 19,
2010) was an American heavyweight professional boxer.
Foster was known as one of the hardest punchers of his
era, and it’s said that he once knocked out the powerful
and feared Sonny Liston during a sparring session. In his
professional boxing career, he scored notable wins over
top fighters such as Thad Spencer, Cleveland Williams
and Zora Folley.
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2.23.1 Early life

The son of Mississippi sharecroppers, Foster was a 6'
2” United States Marine Corps Vietnam War veteran.!!!
Born in Alexandria, Virginial®! he grew up in Fresno,
California, the third of eleven children. His father was a
nurse. Foster picked grapes and cotton as a youth. Fresno
State University offered Foster a track and field scholar-
ship out of Washington High School, but he volunteered
for the United States Marines instead. In the service, Fos-
ter won fourteen amateur boxing titles. After a military
discharge, Foster turned pro, becoming the third Fresno
boxer of note (Young Corbett IIT was a world welter-
weight champion and Wayne Thornton rose through the
rankings to become a number one heavyweight contender
in 1970. Foster trained with Pat DiFuria at the Merced
Street Gym.[!!

2.23.2 Boxing career

Known as Big Mac 'The Knife' from Fresno, Foster made
his professional debut in 1966, winning his first 24 fights
by knockout, and was named Ring Magazine progress of
the year for 1969. As Britain’s Boxing Illustrated maga-
zine put it 'He could certainly whack!'.

Whilst serving as a sparring partner for Sonny Lis-
ton, Foster reportedly knocked out the former world
champion.l!

By 1970, Foster was ranked as the world’s number one
heavyweight contender and seemed set for a title shot, but
his 24-0 winning streak came to an end when as favourite
he was stopped in six rounds by the more experienced
Jerry Quarry in June 1970. After the Quarry fight, Fos-
ter knocked out ageing but well rated Zora Folley in one
round.

In April 1972 Foster faced Muhammad Ali in Tokyo. Al-
though he scuppered Ali’s prediction of a fifth round stop-
page by lasting the distance, Foster lost a clear decision
to the former champion. But Foster was cheered for his
spirited attempt.

Foster followed up his loss to Ali with knockouts of jour-
neymen Sam McGill and Charles Williams. He was then
outpointed by Bob Stallings, Joe Bugner and Henry Clark
in consecutive bouts.

Foster served as George Foreman's sparring partner for
Foreman’s world title bout with Ken Norton in 1974. He
retired from boxing in 1976 after losing his fourth con-
secutive decision, this time to prospect Stan Ward. Fos-
ter’s final record was 30-6, with all 30 of his wins coming
by knockout.

2.23.3 After retirement

After retiring, Foster volunteered his time as boxing
coach for youth.
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2.23.4 Death

Foster died of MRSA on Monday, July 19, 2010. He was
68. Foster was survived by his wife Yolanda and their four
children, Gregory, Joshua, Nathaniel and Nicole. He was
buried at the San Joaquin Valley National Cemetery in
Santa Nella, California.*!

2.23.5 Professional boxing record

2.23.6 References

[1] Jeff Davis (July 19, 2010). “Mac Foster, former boxer
from Fresno, dies”. The Fresno Bee. Archived from the
original on July 22, 2010. Retrieved July 20, 2010.

[2] “Professional boxing record for Mac Foster”. BoxRec.
Retrieved April 7, 2008.

[3] https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=
R2AOAAAAIBAJ&sjid=POsFAAAAIBAJ&pg=
5755,2105803&dq

[4] Mac “The Knife” Foster at Find a Grave

[5] http://boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=9388&
cat=boxer

2.23.7 External links

e Professional boxing record for Mac Foster from
BoxRec

2.24 Alvin Lewis

Alvin Lewis, also known as Al Lewis, (born 1943 in
Detroit, Michigan, United States) is a professional boxer
who fought in the heavyweight division under the alias
“Al “Blue” Lewis”. Lewis was a long-term sparring part-
ner of Muhammad Ali and is mentioned in Ali’s autobi-
ography. He was a well-known powerful gym adversary.
He also sparred with, among others, George Foreman for
the Champ’s then upcoming match with Ken Norton.

2.24.1 Professional career

After a troubled youth background, Lewis turned profes-
sional in June 1966 in Canton, Ohio, United States. In
his debut Lewis faced “Clown Prince” Art Miller. Lewis
won this fight with a 1st round knockout.!!

2.24.2 Other matches

He accrued 15 wins from his debut. But then Bob
Stallings stopped him in seven in 1967. But Lewis won
their rematch a year later by a 2nd round knock out.
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Lewis also fought Leotis Martin twice a while later, losing
the first by KO in 9 and the direct rematch by decision.
Lewis outpointed fringe contender Dick Wipperman in
1967.

He fought an ageing Cleveland Williams whom he
stopped in four in 1970, Oscar Bonavena against whom he
lost by disqualification after decking Oscar several times
in 1971 and Jack O'Halloran, against whom he lost on
points in 1973.[1

2.24.3 The Ali fight

He is best remembered for a non-title fight with
Muhammad Ali which took place at Croke Park in
Dublin, Ireland on July 19, 1972, which he lost by an
11th round TKO.!"! Lewis was outclassed. Down in the
5th it looked like the end. But he rallied onwards. He
then surprised many by launching offensives just when it
wasn't expected, typically after an Ali burst. The Lewis-
Ali event is described in the documentary film, When Ali
Came to Ireland.

2.24.4 Retirement

He last fought in November 1973. His retirement then
came suddenly and unexpected. A Ring Magazine article
detailed he'd stopped to help a Priest with a broken down
car. In looking in the engine bay the battery sparked spit-
ting acid in one eye which meant his licence was revoked.

Lewis’s final record was 30W(19Ko’s)—6L-0D.

2.24.5 Professional boxing record

2.24.6 References

[1] Boxrec. “Alvin Lewis”. Boxrec Fighter Page. Retrieved
January 5, 2009.

[2] http://boxrec.com/list_bouts.php?human_id=9389&
cat=boxer

2.24.7 External links

e Professional boxing record for Alvin Lewis from
BoxRec

e Brief biography
e Article on Lewis
e Video of the Ali-Lewis fight on YouTube

e Footage of Rounds 8, 9 & 10 of the fight with Ali
on YouTube
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e Round by round newspaper account of Lewis vs Ali
from New York’s Irish Arts Center’s Fighting Irish-
men, A Celebration of the Celtic Warrior

e The Week Ali Charmed Ireland

2.25 Bob Foster

Robert Lloyd Foster (December 15, 1938 — Novem-
ber 21, 2015) was an American professional boxer who
fought as a light heavyweight and heavyweight. Known
as “The Deputy Sheriff”, Foster was one of the great-
est light heavyweight champions in boxing history. He
won the undisputed light heavyweight title from Dick
Tiger in 1968 via fourth round knockout, and went on
to defend his crown fourteen times in total from 1968 to
1974. Foster challenged heavyweight kings Joe Frazier
and Muhammad Ali during his career, but was knocked
out by both fighters (the fight with Ali was not for a world
heavyweight title, but for the regional NABF version).

Foster retired from professional boxing in 1978, at the
age of 40.

2.25.1 Early years

Foster started his professional career on the night of
March 27, 1961, against Duke Williams, in Washington,
D.C., winning by knockout in two rounds. The first 12
bouts of his career were spent campaigning in the United
States’ Eastern coast and in Canada. In his tenth bout,
he made his first of multiple forays into the Heavyweight
division, and suffered his first loss, at the hands of Doug
Jones by a knockout in the eighth round.

After two more wins, he went in 1963 to Peru, where
he lost to South American champion Mauro Mina by a
decision in ten rounds at Lima.

Three more fights back in the States resulted in quick
knockout wins for him, and then, in 1964, he made his
second attempt at entering the heavyweight rankings, be-
ing knocked out in the seventh by future world Heavy-
weight champion Ernie Terrell. He finished the year by
posting three more knockout wins at Light Heavyweight,
two of them in the month of November. The night of
November 11 was Foster’s first fight of note as a light-
heavyweight. One month after knocking out Don Quinn
in the first round, he stepped up in the ring again and faced
former world title challenger Henry Hank. He beat Hank
by a knockout in the tenth.

In 1965, he had five fights, winning four and losing one.
He beat Hank again, by decision in 12, and lost to Zora
Folley, by a decision in ten, in another attempt at joining
the Heavyweight top ten.

In 1966 he defeated Leroy Green in two rounds.
By 1967, Foster, although his attempts to become a top
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Heavyweight were being frustrated, was a ranked light-
heavyweight. He decided to stick to the light-heavyweight
division for the time being, and he won all seven of his
fights, six by knockout. Among the fighters he beat were
Eddie Cotton, Eddie Vick, and Sonny Moore. After de-
feating Moore, Foster was the world’s number one ranked
Light Heavyweight challenger.

2.25.2 World light-heavyweight champion

In 1968, Foster got his first shot at a world title. At
Madison Square Garden in New York, on the night of
March 24, Foster became world champion by knocking
out Dick Tiger in four rounds. Tiger had been a two-
time world middleweight champion and was defending
his world light-heavyweight crown that night. Foster then
decided to box at heavyweight once again, and beat fu-
ture George Foreman victim Charlie Polite by a knock-
out in three. He ended that year defeating Vick again, and
his future world title challenger Roger Rouse, both by a
knockout.

In 1969, he began by rising off the canvas to knock out
Frank De Paula in the same first round and retain his belt.
It is believed that was the first time ever a boxer won a
world title fight in the first round after being floored in
that same round. It is also believed that that fight is one
of only three times that’s happened... the second time
being in 1984, when Juan Meza rose off a knockdown to
dethrone world Jr. Featherweight champion Jaime Garza
in the same first round too. It also happened in the 21st
century, when Kendall Holt was dropped twice, only to
knockout Ricardo Torres in round 1, for the WBO 140 Ib
title.

Foster’s next fight in 1969 was against Andy Kendall,
whom he beat in four rounds by knockout, to once again
retain the crown. He closed the 1960s with two more
knockout wins.

2.25.3 Frazier vs Foster

In 1970, Foster made two more trips to the heavyweights.
In the first, he beat fringe contender Lee Wallace in six
rounds by knockout. This was followed by a return to
the light-heavyweight division to defend his title against
Rouse. Infuriated by some comments that Rouse’s man-
ager had made before the bout concerning the fact that
even though Foster knocked out Rouse in their first bout
he was not able to drop him, Foster dropped Rouse five
times en route to a fourth round knockout victory. A
knockout in 10 to retain the title against Mark Tessman
followed, and then he was given the chance to challenge
for the world heavyweight title. Facing world champion
Joe Frazier on the night of November 18 in Detroit, he
was knocked out in two rounds.

After defeating Hal Carroll by a knockout in four rounds
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to defend his crown, the WBA stripped him of the title,
but he remained as world champion on the WBC. Foster
became enraged at the WBA, which proceeded to have
Vicente Rondon of Venezuela and Jimmy Dupree fight
for the world title. Rondon won, becoming the second
Latin American world light-heavyweight champion (after
José Torres), and Foster set his eyes on him. Foster went
on defending his WBC title, and he defeated challengers
Ray Anderson, Tommy Hicks, and Brian Kelly. Of those
three, it was Anderson who was the only one to last the
15 round distance with Foster.

2.25.4 Ali vs Foster

Foster and Rondon met in Miami on April 7, 1972, in
a unification bout. Foster became the undisputed world
champion once again, by knocking Rondon out in the sec-
ond round. In his next fight, he used what many critics
have called one of the best punches in history to retain his
title by a knockout in four against Mike Quarry. Foster
then went up in weight and faced former and future world
heavyweight champion Muhammad Ali, in what was leg-
endary referee Mills Lane's first bout of note as a referee.
Foster lost to Ali by a knockout in the eighth, after being
knocked down 7 times.

In 1973, Foster retained his title twice against Pierre
Fourie, both by decision. Their second fight had a dis-
tinct social impact because it was fought in Apartheid-
ruled South Africa, Foster being Black and Fourie being
White. Foster became a hero to South African Blacks by
beating Fourie the first time around, and in their rematch,
the first boxing fight in South Africa after Apartheid fea-
turing a White versus a Black, he cemented that posi-
tion by defeating Fourie on points again. However, as
Mark Mathabane noted in his autobiography Kaffir Boy,
South Africa’s black population also felt betrayed by Fos-
ter since he didn't address Apartheid during his time in
South Africa.

2.25.5 Retirement and comeback

His last defense as world light-heavyweight champion
came in 1974, when he was dropped by Argentinian Jorge
Ahumada, but managed to keep the title with a draw. Af-
ter that, he announced his retirement, leaving the world’s
light-heavyweight championship vacant.!?!

Foster would return to the ring in 1975, winning a series
of 10 round contests, before retiring for good.

In his retirement, the former world champion joined the
Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Department and became a de-
tective, where he would become a well known officer in
the Albuquerque area.l’!

He married four times and became a widower in 1984.

He was inducted into the International Boxing Hall of
Fame at Canastota, New York, in 1990.
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Foster had a record of 56 wins, 8 losses and 1 draw, with
46 wins coming by knockout. He was named to Ring
Magazine’s list of 100 Greatest Punchers. He was also
named to Ring Magazine’s list of the 80 Best Fighters of
the Last 80 Years, ranking at #55.

Foster died on November 21, 2015 at a hospital in
Albuquerque, New Mexico at the age of 76.5!

2.25.6 Professional boxing record

2.25.7 See also

e List of WBC world champions

2.25.8 References

[1] Bob Foster’s Professional Boxing Record. BoxRec.com.
Retrieved on 2011-12-27.

[2] “Foster Keeps Title on Draw”. St. Petersburg Times.
1974-06-18. Retrieved 2010-01-13.

[3] Goldsmith, Alex (2015-11-21) Champion boxer, BCSO
deputy Bob Foster dead at 77. krge.com

2.25.9 External links

e Professional boxing record for Bob Foster from
BoxRec

e New Mexico Boxing, the Bob Foster story

o http://www.bobfosterboxing.net

2.26 Joe Bugner

Jozsef Kreul “Joe” Bugner (born 13 March 1950) is
a Hungarian-born British-Australian former heavyweight
boxer and actor. He holds triple nationality, being a
citizen of Hungary and a naturalized citizen of both
Australia and the United Kingdom. As an actor he is best
known for his role in the 1994 action film Street Fighter,
alongside Jean-Claude Van Damme and Raul Julia.

Born in Szdéreg, a southeastern suburb of Szeged in
southern Hungary, Bugner and his family fled after the
1956 Soviet invasion and settled in England. Standing
at 6 ft 4 in (1.93 m) with a prime weight of around
220 pounds (100 kg),!!! Bugner twice held the British
and British Commonwealth heavyweight titles and was
a three-time European heavyweight champion. He was
ranked among the world’s top ten heavyweights in the
1970s, fighting such opponents as Muhammad Ali, Joe
Frazier, Ron Lyle, Jimmy Ellis, Manuel Ramos, Chuck
Wepner, Earnie Shavers, Henry Cooper, Brian London,
Mac Foster, Rudie Lubbers, Eduardo Corletti, Jurgen
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Blin and George Johnson. He fought for the world heavy-
weight championship in 1975, losing on points in a sec-
ond bout with Ali.

Bugner retired from boxing in 1976, but over the next
two decades he made sporadic comebacks with varying
success. He relocated to Australia in 1986, adopting
the nickname “Aussie Joe”, beating fighters such as Greg
Page, David Bey, Anders Eklund and James Tillis before
retiring again after a TKO loss to Frank Bruno in 1987.
He made a final comeback during the 1990s, winning
the Australian heavyweight title in 1995 and the lightly-
regarded World Boxing Federation (WBF) heavyweight
championship in 1998 at the age of 48. He retired for the
last time in 1999 with a final record of 69-13-1, including
43 wins by knockout.

2.26.1 Early years

Joe and his family fled to the United Kingdom in the late
1950s because of the Soviet Union’s invasion of Hungary
in 1956 after the Hungarian Uprising of that year.[?! They
settled in the Cambridgeshire town of St Ives in the Fens,
and so, as local custom dictated, he was known as a Fen
Tiger. At school Bugner excelled in sports and was the
national junior discus champion in 1964.1! He lived and
trained in Bedford during his early boxing years; he was
a regular at Bedford Boys Club under the training of Paul
King!*! and attended Goldington Road School in Bedford.

2.26.2 Boxing career
1960s

Bugner had a short amateur career, fighting sixteen times
and winning thirteen bouts. He turned professional in
1967 (at the unusually young age of seventeen) on the
advice of his then trainer and friend Andy Smith. Smith
was unhappy with the choice of Bugner’s opponents and
believed that he could better control the quality of his op-
ponents if Bugner turned professional.l’! He had a los-
ing debut against Paul Brown on 20 December 1967 at
the London Hilton, where he suffered a TKO in the third
round. Showing gritty determination, after his debut the
teenage Bugner went on to win a remarkable 18 consec-
utive fights in under two years during 1968 and 1969 (in-
cluding 13 stoppage victories) before narrowly losing to
the older and vastly more experienced Dick Hall.[®! He
bounced back and rounded off the 1960s with three fur-
ther stoppage victories.

1970s

In 1970 Bugner emerged internationally as an outstanding
young prospect, and by the end of the year he was world-
rated. He won nine consecutive bouts that year, including
victories over well-known boxers such as Chuck Wepner,
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Manuel Ramos, Johnny Prescott, Brian London, Ray Pat-
terson, Eduardo Corletti, Miguel Angel Paez and George
Johnson.

Bugner was now positioned to challenge world-rated En-
glishman Henry Cooper, who had nearly knocked out
Muhammad Ali a few years previously, for Cooper’s
British, British Commonwealth and European titles.
However, because Bugner was still too young to fight for
the British Commonwealth title (the minimum age was
twenty-one years old at the time), this much anticipated
bout had to be postponed until the next year. While wait-
ing to come of age, in 1971 he defeated Carl Gizzi and
just weeks later and weeks before facing Cooper, drew
with Bill Drover.

Early in his professional years Bugner earned a reputa-
tion as a tough, durable but often exceptionally defensive
and cautious boxer; he retained that image for the rest
of his career. He was criticized often for lacking natu-
ral aggression in the ring. Some observers argued that
Bugner’s heart was never in boxing after an early oppo-
nent, Ulric Regis, died from brain injuries soon after be-
ing outpointed by Bugner at London's Shoreditch Town
Hall.

Defeat of Henry Cooper In March 1971 Bugner fi-
nally met veteran Cooper, and won a fifteen-round deci-
sion. Bugner won the bout by the slimmest of margins,
1/4 point, on the card of the lone official, Harry Gibbs.
The British sporting public and press were deeply divided
about the verdict. Many felt that Cooper deserved the de-
cision due to his steady aggression. But Bugner fought ef-
fectively on the defense and scored often with his left jab,
and in the opinion of many, was the rightful winner of the
bout. The Times, among others, scored the fight in favour
of Bugner. Still, the outcome of the bout is regarded as
one of the most controversial in British boxing history.

Nonetheless, Bugner was now the British, British Com-
monwealth, and European champion, and for the first
time he was ranked among the world’s top ten heavy-
weights. Bugner would remain in the world ratings for
most of the rest of the decade.

Bugner retained his European title with a decision over
tough German heavyweight Jiirgen Blin.

However, later in 1971 Bugner lost decisions to under-
dogs Jack Bodell and Larry Middleton; sandwiched be-
tween these losses was a victory over Mike Boswell. The
Bodell fight was particularly costly, depriving Bugner of
his British, British Commonwealth and European cham-
pionships. Bugner’s relative inexperience, his youth and
lack of an extensive amateur background, (and possibly
the lingering controversy surrounding the Cooper fight),
were the chief causes of these defeats.

In 1972 Bugner won eight consecutive fights, including
a knockout over Jiirgen Blin for the European champi-
onship, an impressive knockout against the tough Tony
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Doyle (who had beaten Thad Spencer and Terry Daniels,
and had taken Jerry Quarry the distance) and had further
KO’s over the then-unbeaten Doug Kirk and the useful
Italian Dante Cane. By the end of that year, Bugner had
acquired sufficient seasoning as a boxer, that his manager
began seeking matches against the world’s best heavy-
weights.

Prime years In 1973 Bugner began the year by re-
taining his European belt with a victory over the capa-
ble Dutchman Rudie Lubbers. The 23-year-old Bugner
then lost twelve-round decisions to Muhammad Ali and
Joe Frazier. Although the scorecards in the Ali fight were
somewhat lopsided, Bugner fought well, and he won the
respect of the boxing media and public alike. After their
bout, Ali declared that Bugner was capable of being world
champion.”!" Ali’s trainer Angelo Dundee later echoed
that sentiment.'®! The fight with Frazier in July 1973 at
Earls Court in London was deemed a classic. After be-
ing knocked down by a tremendous left hook in the tenth
round, Bugner arose and staggered Frazier to close the
round. Frazier took the decision, but only narrowly, and
arguably only George Foreman and Muhammad Ali ever
gave Frazier a harder fight. Many regard the Frazier bout
as being Bugner’s best career performance.

After the Ali and Frazier fights, Bugner won a further 8
bouts in a row, his most notable victories being over top
contender and ex-WBA World Heavyweight Champion
Jimmy Ellis, the highly rated Mac Foster, Pat Duncan
and European title defences against Giuseppe Ros, Dante
Cane and Mario Baruzzi. By the end of 1974 Bugner
was rated among the top five heavyweight contenders in
the world.

Bugner challenged Muhammad Ali for the world cham-
pionship in June 1975, the bout being held in Kuala
Lumpur, with Ali winning a relatively one-sided fifteen-
round decision. Bugner performed fairly well, but main-
tained a strictly defensive posture throughout most of this
fight, perhaps due to the blistering tropical heat, and as a
result he was widely scorned by the media and public. In
an interview during an April 2008 reunion with Henry
Cooper, Bugner defended his tactics in the Ali fight as
having been necessary due to the extreme temperature
and humidity of the outside venue.

Regains British, European & Commonwealth titles

Early in 1976, Bugner announced his retirement from
boxing, stating that he no longer felt motivated to fight
professionally. Within months however he returned to the
ring, expressing disgust at Richard Dunn’s performance
against Ali and in October he blasted out Richard Dunn
in the first round to reclaim the British, British Common-
wealth, and European championships. Onlookers state
that they had never seen Bugner angry before, and that
while Dunn’s supporters had waged a quite unsportsman-
like campaign against Bugner, if he had fought like that
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in his earller career he could have gone further.

In 1977, Bugner lost a close twelve-round decision away
from home to top contender Ron Lyle. The scores were
57-53 and 56-54 for Lyle against 55-54 for Bugner. Af-
ter this bout, Bugner again retired, making only sporadic
comebacks to the ring over the next decades.

1980s

Bugner returned to the ring for brief periods in the 1980s
and 1990s, but due to the effects of age and inactivity,
he was never again as effective as he had been during his
prime.

After a three-year absence from the ring, Bugner returned
in May 1980, knocking out fringe contender Gilberto
Acuna, before promptly retiring again. In 1982, a ring
rusty Bugner (having had only one short fight in 5 years
and weighing in some 25 lbs above his prime fight-
ing weight) fought the hard-hitting top contender Earnie
Shavers, but was stopped in the second round due to a
badly cut eye. However, Bugner decided to continue
his comeback, stopping the useful John Dino Denis and
fringe contender Danny Sutton, as well as domestic con-
tenders Winston Allen and Eddie Neilson. In 1983, a
subdued and unmotivated Bugner lost to Marvis Frazier,
showing little ambition throughout the bout. He fol-
lowed this with a decision over future European champion
Anders Eklund and a controversial loss to future World
Title challenger Steffen Tangstad. Bugner appeared to
have done enough to win this fight, however, like with
the Frazier and Eklund bouts, he appeared unmotivated
and uninterested throughout.

Comeback in Australia In 1986 he moved to
Australia, where he adopted the nickname Aussie Joe
after taking out dual British-Australian nationality.!”! In
Australia, Bugner launched a fairly successful come-
back, earning good victories over world title contenders
James Tillis and David Bey and an impressive victory
over former WBA heavyweight champion Greg Page,
gaining a world ranking in the process, after which
he spoke of challenging reigning heavyweight champion
Mike Tyson.!'”! However, there was great clamour for
a fight with fellow Briton Frank Bruno. The bout was
touted as the biggest all-British heavyweight bout since
Cooper Vs Bugner in 1971. The bout took place in late
1987, and Bugner suffered an eighth round TKO loss to
the much younger and fresher world title contender for the
Commonwealth championship in front of a huge crowd at
White Hart Lane football stadium. Bugner promptly re-
tired again following this defeat, only his 3rd stoppage
defeat in 20 years.
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1990s

Inspired by the 45-year-old George Foreman's recapture
of the heavyweight title, Bugner made a final comeback
in 1995, beating Vince Cervi to win the Australian heavy-
weight title, followed by a win over West Turner. Bugner
then fought fellow Briton and world title contender Scott
Welch for the WBO Intercontinental Heavyweight Title.
Welch proved too young and fresh for the now 46-year-
old Bugner, handing him a TKO defeat in the 6th round.

Bugner continued to fight on against far younger oppo-
nents. In 1996 he defeated the respectable Young Hau-
mona for the Pacific and Australasian Heavyweight title,
retained it against Waisiki Ligaloa in 1997, added the
Australian title by defeating the tough Colin Wilson and
defending both titles against Bob Mirovic in 1998.

In 1998 Bugner’s long-term tenacity finally gave him
a world crown, albeit a lightly regarded title - the
WBF version of the heavyweight crown - by defeat-
ing former WBA World Heavyweight Champion James
“Bonecrusher” Smith. At the age of 48 years and 110
days, it made him the oldest ever boxer to hold a world
championship belt.[!11[12]

Bugner was to fight just once more, in 1999 at the age of
49 he defeated the durable fringe contender Levi Billups,
after which he finally retired for good.

2.26.3 Fight record

His record for 83 professional fights is 69 wins (41 on
knockouts), 13 Losses and 1 Draw. He last fought in June
1999 beating Levi Billups, who was disqualified for low
blows.!3]

In an interview in 2004, Bugner said that the hardest
puncher he had ever faced was Earnie Shavers and the
biggest beating he took was from Ron Lyle.!'¥!

2.26.4 Life outside boxing

After moving to Australia, Bugner and his wife Marlene
opened a vineyard. It failed in 1989, and he lost an esti-
mated two million Australian dollars.!”!

He now lives on the Gold Coast, Queensland.

Bugner has had some work in the film industry. In 1979
he featured in an Italian movie, lo sto con gli ippopotami
with Bud Spencer and Terence Hill, he worked with Bud
Spencer in his movies in the eighties.

He worked as the expert adviser on the Russell Crowe
film, Cinderella Man, which was a film about the heavy-
weight boxer James J. Braddock.">! Bugner was dropped
part way through the project, which prompted him to call
Crowe, “a gutless worm and a f*****g gir]” ,[16117]

Joe suffers from a serious back injury he sustained from
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training for fights in his middle years. He also has fi-
nancial problems. It was these financial problems which
prompted him to re-enter the ring at such an advanced
age. A benefit was held for Bugner in 2008 by Kevin
Lueshing.!8]

In November 2009 Bugner replaced Camilla Dallerup on
day 4 of the British TV show I'm A Celebrity Get Me Out
Of Here!. He left the show on day 16 after losing a bush-
tucker trial called 'Jungle Jail' to fellow celebrity Stuart
Manning.

He has three children, James, Joe Jnr and Amy from
Melody a previous wife.[!"!

Bugner’s autobiography, 'Joe Bugner - My Story', was
published by New Holland Publishing (Australia) in
November 2013.

2.26.5 Professional Boxing record
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2.27 Ken Norton

This article is about the boxer. For his son, the American
football player, see Ken Norton, Jr. For the English
cricketer, see Ken Norton (cricketer). For the college
basketball coach, see Ken Norton (basketball).

Kenneth Howard Norton, Sr. (August 9, 1943 —
September 18, 2013), best known as Ken Norton, was
an American professional boxer. He was the WBC world
heavyweight champion from 1977 to 1978 and is best
known for his trilogy with Muhammad Ali, in which he
defeated Ali in their first bout by split decision over twelve
rounds in March 1973. Their rematch also ended in a
split decision, this time in favour of Ali. The third fight
was won by Ali, but many observers thought Norton had
won. He also is known for his classic title fight with Larry
Holmes in June 1978. In 1992, Norton was inducted into
the International Boxing Hall of Fame. He died of stroke
complications at a care facility in Henderson, Nevada on
September 18, 2013 at the age of 70.

2.27.1 Early years

Norton was an outstanding athlete at Jacksonville High
School. He was a member of the state championship
football team and was selected to the all-state team on
defense as a senior in 1960. His track coach entered him
in eight events, and Norton placed first in seven of them.
As a result, the “Ken Norton Rule”, which limits partici-
pation of an athlete to a maximum of four track and field
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events, was instituted in Illinois high school sports. Af-
ter graduating from high school, Norton went to North-
east Missouri State University (now Truman State Uni-
versity) on a football scholarship and studied elementary
education.?! In an interview with ESPN Fitess Magazine
in 1985, Norton said that he would have become a teacher
or a policeman if he had not taken up boxing."*!

2.27.2 Boxing career

Norton started boxing when he was in the United States
Marine Corps from 1963 to 1967, compiling a 24-2
record en route to three All-Marine Heavyweight titles.
In time, Ken became the best boxer to ever fight for
the Marines, and was awarded the North Carolina AAU
Golden Gloves, International AAU and Pan American
titles.!*/5118] Following the National AAU finals in 1967,
he turned professional.

Norton built up a steady string of wins, some against jour-
neyman fighters and others over fringe contenders like the
giant Jack O'Halloran. He was learning and improving.
But he suffered a surprise defeat, ironically just after The
Ring magazine had profiled him as a prospect, at the hands
of heavy hitting Venezuelan boxer Jose Luis Garcia in
1970. It was justifiably Garcia’s career peak. But Garcia
was overpowered, both then as rated contenders, in their
rematch five years later.

Norton was given the motivational book Think and Grow
Rich by Napoleon Hill,[7!11 which, as he states in his
autobiography, Going the Distance, changed his life.['"’
Shortly before he died, Norton stated “Think and Grow
Rich changed my life dramatically. I was going to fight
Muhammad Ali. I was a green fighter, but yet I won, all
through reading this book.” [!!! Upon reading Think and
Grow Rich, he went on a 14-fight winning streak, includ-
ing the shocking victory noted above over Muhammad
Ali in 1973 to win the North American Boxing Federa-
tion heavyweight champion title.!'?!['*] To quote Norton
from his autobiography noted above, “These words (from
Napoleon Hill’s Think and Grow Rich) were the final in-
spiration in my victory over Ali: Life’s battles don't always
go to the stronger or faster man, but sooner or later the
man who wins is the man who thinks he can.”'* Norton
also took a complete course by Napoleon Hill on gain-
ing wealth and peace of mind. “It can be related to any-
body, to be the best in a career, to think positive”, said
Norton.[!!

An article which appeared in The Southeast Mis-
sourian'®! discussed that Norton credited Napoleon
Hill’s philosophy for his success. To quote from the arti-
cle, “Norton says he’s a believer in Napoleon Hill’s phi-
losophy, that a person can do anything he puts his mind
to. 'So I train for my fights,' he says, 'mentally as well as
physically. One thing I do is only watch films of the fights
in which I've done well or in which my opponent has done
poorly."
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Ken Norton once said, “In boxing, and in all of life, no-
body should ever stop learning!"[!”}

Versus Ali, first and second fight

'Name' opponents were elusive in Norton’s early career.
His first big break came with a clear win over respected
contender Henry Clark. This helped get him his world
recognition break when Ali agreed to a match. Joe Fra-
zier, who'd sparred with Norton, presciently said of Ali,
“He'll have plenty of trouble!" Though both were top box-
ers in the mid 1970s, Norton and Frazier never fought
each other, in part because they shared the same trainer,
Eddie Futch, and also that they were friends.!'8!

For the first match, on March 31, 1973, Muhammad Ali
entered the ring at the San Diego Sports Arena!!®! wear-
ing a robe given to him by Elvis Presley as a 5-1 fa-
vorite versus Ken Norton, then rated a number 6 world
contender'?’! in a bout televised by ABC’s Wide World
of Sports.>!1 Norton won a 12-round split decision over
Ali in his adopted hometown of San Diego to win the
NABF heavyweight title.''3! In this bout, Norton broke
Ali’s jaw (he maintains in round eleven, though Angelo
Dundee said it was earlier), leading to only the second
defeat for “The Greatest” in his career. (Ali’s only previ-
ous loss was to Joe Frazier, and Ali would later go on to
defeat George Foreman to regain the heavyweight title in
1974.)

Almost six months later at The Forum in Inglewood, Cal-
ifornia, on September 10, 1973, Ali avenged the Norton
loss but only after he got the return by a split decision.??!
Norton weighed in at 205 1bs (5 pounds lighter than his
first match with Ali) and boxing scribes discussed that
his preparation was too intense and that perhaps he had
overtrained. There were some furious exchanges in this
hard-fought battle. From Ali’s point of view, a loss here
would have seriously dented his claim of ever being “The
Greatest.” During the ABC broadcast of the fight, broad-
caster (and Ali confidant and friend) Howard Cosell re-
peatedly told viewers a dancing and jabbing Ali was dom-
inating the action despite Norton’s constant offense and
Ali’s inability to penetrate Norton’s awkward defensive
style. The close and controversial scoring was in stark
contrast to Cosell’s fight-long insistence that Ali had mat-
ters well in hand.

Championship challenge against Foreman

In 1974, Norton fought George Foreman for the world
heavyweight championship but was stopped in two rounds
at Poliedro of Caracas, Venezuela. After an even first
round, Foreman staggered Norton with an uppercut a
minute into round two, buckling him into the ropes. Nor-
ton did not hit the canvas, but continued on wobbly legs,
clearly not having recovered, and shortly he went down a
further two times in quick succession, with the referee in-
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tervening and stopping the fight. This fight would become
known as the “Caracas Caper”.

In 1975, Norton regained the NABF heavyweight title
when he impressively defeated Jerry Quarry by TKO
in the fifth round. Norton then avenged his above-
mentioned 1970 loss to Jose Luis Garcia by decisively
knocking out Garcia in round five.

Third Ali match

On September 28, 1976, at Yankee Stadium in New
York City, Norton would again fight Ali,[*?! who was now
the world heavyweight champion since regaining the ti-
tle with an eighth-round knockout of George Foreman in
1974. Many observers have felt this was the beginning
of Ali’s decline as a boxer. It was a tough bruising bat-
tle for Ali. In one of the most disputed fights in history,
the fight was even on the judges’ scorecards going into
the final round, which Ali won on both the referee’s and
judges’ scorecards to retain the world heavyweight cham-
pionship. The judges scored the bout 8-7 for Ali, and
the referee scored it 8—6 for Ali. At the end of the last
round, the commentator announced he would be “very
surprised” if Norton has not won the fight.>*]

At the time of the third Ali-Norton bout, the last time a
heavyweight champion had lost the title by decision was
Max Baer to Jim Braddock 41 years earlier, and Ali-
Norton IIT did not set a new marker. The January 1998 is-
sue of Boxing Monthly listed Ali-Norton as the fifth most
disputed title fight decision in boxing history. The unoffi-
cial UPI scorecard was 87 for Norton, and the unofficial
AP scorecard was 9-6 for Ali.

But Ali had received a pounding. His tactics were to try
to push Norton back, but they had failed. He'd refused to
'dance’ until the 9th when in sheer desperation, although
the crowd massively roared its appreciation. Norton has
said the third fight with Ali was the last boxing match for
which he was fully motivated, owing to his disappoint-
ment at having lost a fight he believed he had clearly won.

Aftermath: Norton becomes champion & Young
match

1977 was a top year for Norton. He knocked out pre-
viously unbeaten top prospect Duane Bobick in just one
round. Then dispatched European title holder Lorenzo
Zannon in a 'tune-up' fight. Light-hitting but fast, Zannon
was actually well ahead until a burst of heavy punches put
him down and out. Norton next beat polished number two
contender Jimmy Young (who himself had beaten George
Foreman and Ron Lyle) in a 15-round split decision in a
WBC big mandatory title-elimination fight, with the win-
ner to face reigning WBC champion Ali, but Ali’s camp
told Ring Magazine they did not want to fight Norton for a
fourth time. Both boxers fought a smart fight, with Nor-
ton using a heavy body attack whilst Young moved well
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and countered. Many observers thought the decision con-
troversial.

Plans, however, changed on February 15, 1978. On that
night, in front of a nationwide television audience, Ali lost
his title to Leon Spinks. The WBC then ordered a match
between the new champion and its number one contender,
but Spinks chose instead to give the fallen champion the
first shot at taking his title!**! rather than face Norton.?”!
The WBC responded on March 18, 1978, by retroactively
giving title fight status to Norton’s victory over Young
the year before and awarded Norton their championship,
which split the heavyweight championship for the first
time since Jimmy Ellis and Joe Frazier were both rec-
ognized as champions in the early 1970s.426!

Larry Holmes title fight

In his first defense of the WBC title on June 9, 1978, Nor-
ton and new #1 contender Larry Holmes met in a clas-
sic fight. After 15 brutal rounds, Holmes was awarded
the title via an extremely close split decision. The three
judges’ cards were as follows: 143—142 for Holmes, 143—
142 for Holmes, and 143-142 for Norton.?”] The As-
sociated Press scored it 143-142 for Norton.[*8! The
March 2001 edition of The Ring magazine listed the fi-
nal round of the Holmes-Norton bout as the 7th most ex-
citing round in boxing history. As noted above, Holmes-
Norton is ranked as the 10th greatest heavyweight fight of
all time by Monte D. Cox, a member of the International
Boxing Research Organization (IBRO). Holmes went on
to become the third-longest reigning world heavyweight
champion in the history of boxing, behind Joe Louis and
Wladimir Klitschko. Years later, Holmes wrote of his
experience that this was his toughest match in over 70
contests.

Retirement looms

After losing to Holmes, Norton won his next fight by
knockout over sixth-ranked Randy Stephens in 1978?"!
before taking on Earnie Shavers in another compulsory
WRBC title eliminator fight in Las Vegas on March 23,
1979. It appeared for the first time that Norton’s career
had perhaps hit a decline, particularly after the Holmes
matchB®% as Shavers took the former champion out in
the first round. But it also created a view that his confi-
dence wasn't good against all-time great hitters Foreman,
Shavers and later Cooney. Although Norton himself al-
ways denied this and he was past his prime when he was
stopped by Shavers and Cooney.[*'! (Norton’s peak was
1973-1978.)13?

In his next fight, he fought to a draw with unheralded but
durable lower ranked contender Scott LeDoux at the Met
Center in Minneapolis. Norton dominated until sustain-
ing an injury when he took a thumb in the eye in the eighth
round, which immediately changed the bout. LeDoux
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rallied from that point and Norton became decidedly fa-
tigued. Norton was down two times in the final round, re-
sulting in the draw; Norton fell behind on one scorecard,
kept his lead on the second, and dropped to even on the
third (the unofficial AP scorecard was 5—-3—2 Norton).13!

After the fight, Norton decided that at 37 it was time to re-
tire from boxing.3*! However, not satisfied with the way
he had gone out, Norton returned to the ring to face the
undefeated Randall “Tex” Cobb in Cobb’s home state of
Texas on November 7, 1980. In an all action back-and-
forth fight, Norton escaped with a split decision, with ref-
eree Tony Perez and judge Chuck Hassett voting in his
favor and judge Arlen Bynum giving the fight to Cobb.

Pictured: (I-r) Cobb vs. Norton 1980

The win over the title-contending Cobb gave Norton an-
other shot at a potential title-fight, and on May 11, 1981.
at Madison Square Garden he stepped into the ring with
top contender Gerry Cooney, who, like Cobb, was unde-
feated entering the fight. Very early in the fight it became
clear that Norton was no longer the caliber of fighter he
once was, as Cooney’s first punch caused Norton’s legs
to buckle. Norton continued to take shots from Cooney
in his corner for nearly a full minute before Perez, who
refereed his last fight, stepped in to stop the bout 54 sec-
onds in, as Norton was slumped in his corner. Norton
decided to retire following the match and turned his atten-
tion to charitable pursuits.*>! Norton’s enduring legacy as
a fighter is that he is considered second to Joe Frazier as
Ali’s main nemesis and toughest opponent. Norton fought
Ali to three decisions and was never hurt or knocked
down. All three bouts were close and subject to contro-
versy. Unfortunately, Norton was less successful against
three of the greatest punchers of all time, losing by KO
to Foreman and Shavers and by TKO to Cooney."*¢! Nor-
ton was considered past his prime in boxing from 1979
to 1981.13%

Awards and recognitions

Ken Norton is a 1989 inductee of the World Boxing Hall
of Fame, a 1992 inductee of the International Boxing Hall
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of Fame,?”! a 2004 inductee into the United States Ma-
rine Corps Sports Hall of Fame,*! and a 2008 inductee
into the WBC Hall of Fame.

The 1998 holiday issue of The Ring ranked Norton #22
among “The 50 Greatest Heavyweights of All Time.”
Norton received the Boxing Writers Association of
America J. Niel trophy for “Fighter of the Year” in 1977.

Norton, a proponent of motivational author Napoleon
Hill’s writings 38! (e.g. Think and Grow Rich "?!1*] as
noted above and Success Through A Positive Mental Atti-
tude'® by Hill and W. Clement Stone) also received the
“Napoleon Hill Award” for positive thinking in 1973.11°!

In 2001, Norton was inducted by the San Diego Hall
of Champions into the Breitbard Hall of Fame honor-
ing San Diego’s finest athletes both on and off the play-
ing surface.*’! Norton was also inducted into the Marine
Corps Hall of Fame in 2004 and into the California Sports
Hall of Fame in 2011.14]

Unconventional style

Norton was a forward-pressing fighter/boxer who was no-
table for his unusual guard/stance characterised by the
cross arm defence. The left arm low across the torso and
right hand up by the right or left ear. But when under
heavy pressure both arms were brought up high across
at face level whilst one leant forward. This left the oppo-
nent little target in theory. The guard was also used by the
legendary Archie Moore. George Foreman later used it
very effectively during his famous comeback years. Tim
Witherspoon was another practitioner. Joe Frazier even
borrowed it for occasions in his third Ali match. The
style is named the “cross-armed defense”. It tends to look
crablike. Norton would bob and weave from a crouch,
firing well placed heavy punches. Norton was best when
advancing. He'd drag or slide the right foot along from
behind. By comparison, most conventional boxers have
elbows in at the torso with forearms vertically parallel to
each another, the gloves then being both near sides of the
face. Most trainers believe the conventional style is a bet-
ter defense and that the cross-arm style leaves the user
open far too often.

Angelo Dundee wrote that Norton’s best punch was the
left hook. Many others lauded his infamous overhand
right. In a Ring Magazine article, Norton himself said that
a right uppercut to Jerry Quarry was the hardest blow he
recalled landing.

Unlike many boxers, Norton would often not attempt to
stare down an opponent while announcements were made
before the match started. Instead, he'd often look down
at the floor and gather his thoughts. He was also widely
noted for his fine athletic build.
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2.27.3 Later media career

Norton worked as an actor and TV boxing commenta-
tor following his retirement from boxing. He also was
a member of the Sports Illustrated Speakers Bureau and
started the Ken Norton Management Co., which repre-
sented athletes in contract negotiations.

Norton continued making TV, radio and public speak-
ing appearances until suffering injuries in a near-fatal
car accident in 1986. It left him with slow and slurred
speech. 1311421143

He appeared along with Ali, Foreman, Frazier and
Holmes in a video, Champions Forever, discussing their
best times, and in 2000 he published his autobiography,
Going the Distance.

2.27.4 Family

Ken Norton was twice voted “Father of the Year” by
the Los Angeles Sentinel and the Los Angeles Times in
1977.139144 To quote Norton from his biography, Believe:
Journey From Jacksonville: “Of all the titles that I've been
privileged to have, the title of 'dad' has always been the
best.”[3%]

His son, Ken Norton Jr, played football at UCLA and had
a long successful career in the NFL. In tribute to his fa-
ther’s boxing career, Ken Jr. would strike a boxing stance
in the end zone each time he scored a defensive touch-
down and throw a punching combination at the goalpost
pad. Ken Jr was a member of three Super Bowl champion
teams as a player and one as an assistant coach. He later
became the linebackers’ coach for the Seattle Seahawks
and currently works as the defensive coordinator for the
Oakland Raiders.

Ken Norton’s other son, Keith Norton, was once the
weekend sports anchor for KPRC in Houston, Texas.[4>!
Ken Norton’s son, Keith, followed his father and served
in the Marine Corps.[4®!

2.27.5 Death

Norton died at a care facility in Las Vegas on September
18,2013.1471 He was 70 years old and had suffered a series
of strokes in later life.[*8) Across the boxing world tributes
were paid, with George Foreman calling him “the fairest
of them all” and Larry Holmes saying that he “will be
incredibly missed in the boxing world and by many”.]

2.27.6 Professional boxing record
Key

e KO - knock-out

e PTS — decision on points
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RTD - referee technical decision
SD - split decision
TKO - technical knockout

UD — unanimous decision
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2.28 George Foreman

For the English footballer, see George Foreman (foot-
baller).
For the electric grill, see George Foreman Grill.

George Edward "Big George" Foreman (born January
10, 1949),1"1 is an American former professional boxer.
In his boxing career he was a two-time world heavyweight
champion and Olympic gold medalist. Outside the sport
he went on to become an ordained minister, author and
entrepreneur.

After a troubled childhood, Foreman took up boxing and
was a gold medalist at the 1968 Olympics. He won the
World Heavyweight title with a second-round knockout
of then-undefeated Joe Frazier in Kingston, Jamaica, in
1973. He made two successful title defenses before los-
ing to Muhammad Ali in "The Rumble in the Jungle" in
1974. He was unable to secure another title shot, and re-
tired following a loss to Jimmy Young in 1977. Follow-
ing what he referred to as a religious epiphany, Foreman
became an ordained Christian minister. Ten years later,
he announced a comeback and, in November 1994, at
age 45, he regained the Heavyweight Championship by
knocking out 27-year-old Michael Moorer. Foreman is
the oldest Heavyweight Champion in history, and second
oldest in any weight class after Bernard Hopkins. He re-
tired in 1997 at the age of 48, with a final record of 76-5,
including 68 knockouts.

CHAPTER 2. RINGSIDE OPPONENTS

Foreman has been inducted into the World Boxing Hall of
Fame and the International Boxing Hall of Fame. The In-
ternational Boxing Research Organization (IBRO) rates
Foreman as the eighth greatest heavyweight of all-time.*!
In 2002, he was named one of the 25 greatest fighters
of the past 80 years by The Ring magazine.®! The Ring
ranked him as the 9th greatest puncher of all-time.[*! He
was a ringside analyst for HBO's boxing coverage for
twelve years, leaving in 2004.1! Outside of boxing, he is
a successful entrepreneur and is known for his promotion
of the George Foreman Grill, which has sold over 100
million units worldwide.!® In 1999 he sold the naming
rights to the grill for $138 million.!”’

2.28.1 Early life

George Foreman was born in Marshall, Texas. He grew
up in the Fifth Ward, Houston, with six siblings.[g] Al-
though he was raised by J.D. Foreman, whom his mother
had married when George was a small child, his biological
father was Leroy Moorehead. Foreman was interested in
football and idolized Jim Brown, but gave it up for boxing.
He won a gold medal in the boxing/heavyweight division
at the 1968 Mexico City Olympic Games. By his own
admission in his autobiography, George was a troubled
youth. He dropped out of school at the age of fifteen and
later joined the Job Corps. After moving to Pleasanton,
California, with the help of a supervisor he began to train
in boxing.

2.28.2 Professional career

Foreman had an amateur record of 22—4, losing twice to
Clay Hodges (also defeated by Max Briggs in his first ever
fight). Foreman turned professional in 1969 with a three-
round knockout of Donald Walheim in New York. He
had a total of 13 fights that year, winning all of them (11
by knockout).

In 1970, Foreman continued his march toward the undis-
puted heavyweight title, winning all 12 of his bouts (11
by knockout). Among the opponents he defeated were
Gregorio Peralta, whom he decisioned at Madison Square
Garden although Peralta showed that Foreman was vul-
nerable to fast counter punching mixed with an assertive
boxing style. Foreman then defeated George Chuvalo by
technical knockout (TKO) in three rounds. After this
win, Foreman defeated Charlie Polite in four rounds and
Boone Kirkman in three.

In 1971, Foreman won seven more fights, winning all
of them by knockout, including a rematch with Peralta,
whom he defeated by knockout in the tenth and final
round in Oakland, California, and a win over Leroy Cald-
well, who was knocked out in the second round. After
amassing a record of 32-0 (29 KO), he was ranked as the
number one challenger by the WBA and WBC.
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Sunshine Showdown versus Joe Frazier

George Foreman in 1973

Main article: Joe Frazier vs. George Foreman

In 1972, still undefeated and with an impressive knock-
out record, Foreman was set to challenge undefeated and
Undisputed World Heavyweight Champion Joe Frazier.
Despite boycotting a title elimination caused by the va-
cancy resulting from the championship being stripped
from Muhammad Ali, Frazier had won the title from
Jimmy Ellis and defended his title four times since, in-
cluding a 15-round unanimous decision over the previ-
ously unbeaten Ali in 1971 after Ali had beaten Oscar
Bonavena and Jerry Quarry. Despite Foreman’s superior
size and reach, he was not expected to beat Frazier'®! and
was a 3:1 underdog going into the fight.

The Sunshine Showdown took place on January 22, 1973,
in Kingston, Jamaica, with Foreman dominating the fight
to win the championship by technical knockout. In
ABC’s re-broadcast, Howard Cosell made the memorable
call, “Down goes Frazier! Down goes Frazier! Down
goes Frazier!" Before the fight Frazier was 29-0 (25 KO)
and Foreman was 37-0 (34 KO). Frazier was knocked
down six times by Foreman within two rounds, with the
three knockdowns rule being waived for this bout. Af-
ter the second knockdown, Frazier’s balance and mobility
were impaired to the extent that he was unable to evade
Foreman’s combinations. Frazier managed to get to his
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feet for all six knockdowns, but referee Arthur Mercante
eventually called an end to the one-sided bout.

Foreman was sometimes characterized by the media as
an aloof and antisocial champion.!'”! According to them,
he always seemed to wear a sneer and was not often avail-
able to the press. Foreman later attributed his demeanor
during this time as an emulation of Sonny Liston, for
whom he had been an occasional sparring partner. Fore-
man defended his title successfully twice during his ini-
tial reign as champion. His first defense, in Tokyo, pitted
him against Puerto Rican Heavyweight Champion José
Roman. Roman was not regarded as a top contender, and
it took Foreman only 2 minutes to end the fight, one of the
fastest knockouts in a Heavyweight Championship bout.

Title defense versus Ken Norton

Main article: George Foreman vs. Ken Norton

Foreman’s next defense was against a much tougher op-
ponent. In 1974, in Caracas, Venezuela, he faced the
highly regarded hall-of-famer Ken Norton (who was 30—
2), a boxer noted for his awkward crossed-arm boxing
style, crab-like defense, and heavy punch (a style Fore-
man emulated in his comeback), who had broken the jaw
of Muhammad Ali in a points victory a year earlier. Nor-
ton had a good chin and had performed well against Ali in
their two matches, winning the first on points and nearly
winning the second. (Norton developed a reputation for
showing nerves against heavy hitters, largely beginning
with this fight.) After an even first round, Foreman stag-
gered Norton with an uppercut a minute into round two,
buckling him into the ropes. Norton did not hit the can-
vas but continued on wobbly legs, clearly not having re-
covered, and shortly he went down a further two times in
quick succession, with the referee intervening and stop-
ping the fight. “Ken was awesome when he got going. |
didn't want him to get into the fight,” Foreman said when
interviewed years later. This fight became known as the
“Caracas Caper”.

Foreman had cruised past two of the top names in the
rankings. The win gave him a 40-0 record with 37 knock-
outs.

Rumble in the Jungle

Main article: The Rumble in the Jungle

Foreman’s next title defence, against Muhammad Ali,
was historic. During the summer of 1974, he traveled
to Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of the Congo) to
defend his title against Ali. The bout was promoted as
"The Rumble in the Jungle.”

During training in Zaire, Foreman suffered a cut above
his eye, forcing postponement of the match for a month.
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The injury affected his training regimen, as it meant he
couldn't spar in the build-up to the fight and risk the cut
being re-opened. He later commented: “That was the
best thing that happened to Ali when we were in Africa—
the fact that I had to get ready for the fight without be-
ing able to box.”!"!! Foreman later also claimed he was
drugged by his trainer prior to the bout."?! Ali used this
time to tour Zaire, endearing himself to the public while
taunting Foreman at every opportunity. Foreman was fa-
vored, having knocked out both Joe Frazier and Ken Nor-
ton within two rounds.

When Foreman and Ali finally met in the ring, Ali be-
gan more aggressively than expected, outscoring Fore-
man with superior punching speed. However, Ali quickly
realized that this approach required him to move much
more than Foreman and would cause him to tire. In the
second round, Ali retreated to the ropes, shielding his
head and hitting Foreman in the face at every opportunity.
Foreman dug vicious body punches into Ali’s sides; how-
ever, Foreman was unable to land many big punches to
Ali’s head. The ring ropes, being much looser than usual
(Foreman later charged that Angelo Dundee had loosened
them, and this story is supported by Norman Mailer in
the book The Fight), allowed Ali to lean back and away
from Foreman’s wild swings and then grab Foreman be-
hind the head, forcing Foreman to expend much extra en-
ergy untangling himself. Ali also constantly pushed down
on Foreman’s neck but was never warned about doing so.
To this day, it is unclear whether Ali’s pre-fight talk of us-
ing speed and movement against Foreman had been just
a diversionary tactic or whether his use of what became
known as the "Rope-a-dope" tactic was an improvisation
necessitated by Foreman’s constant pressure.

In either case, Ali was able to occasionally counter off the
ropes with blows to the face and penetrated Foreman’s
defense. Ali continued to take heavy punishment to the
body and occasionally a hard jolt to the head. Ali later
said he was “out on his feet” twice during the bout. Even-
tually, Foreman began to tire, and his punches became
increasingly wild, losing power in the process. An in-
creasingly confident Ali taunted Foreman throughout the
bout. Late in the eighth round, Foreman was left off bal-
ance by a haymaker, and Ali sprang off the ropes with
a flurry to Foreman’s head, punctuated by a hard right
cross that landed flush on the jaw, knocking Foreman
down. Muhammad Ali was ultimately the only boxer to
stop Foreman.

Foreman later reflected that “it just wasn't my night”.
Though he sought one, he was unable to secure a rematch
with Ali. It has been suggested in some quarters that Ali
was ducking Foreman, although he did give a rematch to
Joe Frazier and to Ken Norton. Ali also preferred to fight
such lowly ranked opponents as Chuck Wepner, Richard
Dunn, Jean Pierre Coopman, and Alfredo Evangelista.[!?!

CHAPTER 2. RINGSIDE OPPONENTS

First comeback

Main article: George Foreman vs. Joe Frazier 11

Foreman remained inactive during 1975. In 1976, he an-
nounced a comeback and stated his intention of securing
a rematch with Ali. His first opponent was to be Ron
Lyle, who had been defeated by Muhammad Ali in 1975,
via 11-th round TKO. At the end of the first round, Lyle
landed a hard right that sent Foreman staggering across
the ring. In the second round, Foreman pounded Lyle
against the ropes and might have scored a KO, but due
to a timekeeping error the bell rang with a minute still
remaining in the round and Lyle survived. In the third,
Foreman pressed forward, with Lyle waiting to counter
off the ropes. In the fourth, a brutal slugfest erupted.
A cluster of power punches from Lyle sent Foreman to
the canvas. When Foreman got up, Lyle staggered him
again, but just as Foreman seemed finished, he retali-
ated with a hard right to the side of the head, knocking
down Lyle. Lyle beat the count, then landed another bru-
tal combination, knocking Foreman down for the second
time. Again, Foreman beat the count. Foreman said later
that he had never been hit so hard in a fight and remem-
bered looking down at the canvas and seeing blood. In the
fifth round, both fighters continued to ignore defense and
traded their hardest punches, looking crude. Each man
staggered the other, and each seemed almost out on his
feet. Then, as if finally tired, Lyle stopped punching, and
Foreman delivered a dozen unanswered blows until Lyle
collapsed. Lyle remained on the canvas and was counted
out, giving Foreman the KO victory. The fight was named
by The Ring as “The Fight Of The Year.”

For his next bout, Foreman chose to face Joe Frazier
in a rematch. Because of the one-sided Foreman vic-
tory in their first fight, and the fact that Frazier had
taken a tremendous amount of punishment from Ali in
Manila a year earlier, few expected him to win. Frazier
at this point was 32-3, and Foreman was 41-1. How-
ever, the 2nd Foreman-Frazier fight was fairly compet-
itive for its duration, as Frazier used quick head move-
ments to make Foreman miss with his hardest punches.
Frazier was wearing a contact lens for his vision which
was knocked loose during the bout. After being unable
to mount a significant offense, Frazier was eventually
floored twice by Foreman in the fifth round and the fight
was stopped. Next, Foreman knocked out Scott LeDoux
in three rounds and prospect John Dino Denis in four to
finish the year.

Retirement and spiritual rebirth

1977 proved to be a life changing year for Foreman.
After knocking out Pedro Agosto in four rounds at
Pensacola, Florida, Foreman flew to Puerto Rico a day
before the fight without giving himself time to acclima-
tise. His opponent was the skilled boxer Jimmy Young,
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who had beaten Ron Lyle and lost a very controversial
decision to Muhammad Ali the previous year. Fore-
man fought cautiously early on, allowing Young to settle
into the fight. Young constantly complained about Fore-
man pushing him, for which Foreman eventually had a
point deducted by the referee, although Young was never
warned for his persistent holding. Foreman badly hurt
Young in round 7 but was unable to land a finishing blow.
Foreman tired during the second half of the fight and suf-
fered a flash knockdown in round 12 en route to losing a
decision.

Foreman became ill in his dressing room after the fight.
He was suffering from exhaustion and heatstroke and be-
lieved he had a near death experience. He spoke of being
in a hellish, frightening place of nothingness and despair,
and realized that he was in the midst of death. Though
not yet religious, he began to plead with God to help
him. He explained that he sensed God asking him to
change his life and ways. When he said, “I don't care
if this is death — I still believe there is a God,” he felt a
hand pull him out and sensed that he was also suffering
stigmata. After this experience, Foreman became a born-
again Christian, dedicating his life for the next decade to
God. Although he did not formally retire from boxing,
Foreman stopped fighting and became an ordained min-
ister, initially preaching on street corners before becom-
ing the reverend at the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ
in Houston!'*! and devoting himself to his family and his
congregation. He also opened a youth center! ! that bears
his name. Foreman continues to share his conversion ex-
perience on Christian television broadcasts such as The
700 Club and the Trinity Broadcasting Network and later
joked that Young had knocked the devil out of him.

Second comeback

Main articles: George Foreman vs. Gerry Cooney,
Evander Holyfield vs. George Foreman and George
Foreman vs. Tommy Morrison

In 1987, after 10 years away from the ring, Foreman sur-
prised the boxing world by announcing a comeback at the
age of 38. In his autobiography, he wrote that his pri-
mary motive was to raise money to fund the youth center
he had created, which had required much of the money
he had earned in the initial phase of his career. Another
stated ambition was to fight Mike Tyson."®! For his first
fight, he went to Sacramento, California, where he beat
journeyman Steve Zouski by a knockout in four rounds.
Foreman weighed 267 1b (121 kg) for the fight and looked
badly out of shape. Although many thought his decision
to return to the ring was a mistake, Foreman countered
that he had returned to prove that age was not a bar-
rier to people achieving their goals (as he said later, he
wanted to show that age 40 is not a “death sentence”).
He won four more bouts that year, gradually slimming
down and improving his fitness. In 1988, he won nine
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times. Perhaps his most notable win during this period
was a seventh-round knockout of former Light Heavy-
weight and Cruiserweight Champion Dwight Muhammad
Qawi.

Having always been a deliberate fighter, Foreman had
not lost much mobility in the ring since his first “retire-
ment,” although he found it harder to keep his balance
after throwing big punches and could no longer throw
rapid combinations. He was still capable of landing heavy
single blows, however. The late-round fatigue that had
plagued him in the ring as a young man now seemed to
be unexpectedly gone, and he could comfortably compete
for 12 rounds. Foreman attributed this to his new, relaxed
fighting style (he has spoken of how, earlier in his career,
his lack of stamina came from an enormous amount of
nervous tension).

By 1989, while continuing his comeback, Foreman had
sold his name and face for the advertising of various prod-
ucts, selling everything from grills to mufflers on TV. For
this purpose his public persona was reinvented, and the
formerly aloof, ominous Foreman had been replaced by a
smiling, friendly George. He and Ali had become friends,
and he followed in Ali’s footsteps by making himself a
celebrity outside the boundaries of boxing.

Foreman continued his string of victories, winning five
more fights, the most impressive being a three-round win
over Bert Cooper, who went on to contest the Undisputed
Heavyweight title against Evander Holyfield.

In 1990, Foreman met former title challenger Gerry
Cooney in Atlantic City. Cooney was coming off a long
period of inactivity, but was well regarded for his punch-
ing power. Cooney wobbled Foreman in the first round,
but Foreman landed several powerful punches in the sec-
ond round. Cooney was knocked down twice and Fore-
man had scored a devastating KO. Foreman went on to
win four more fights that year.

Then, in 1991, Foreman was given the opportunity to
challenge Undisputed Heavyweight Champion Evander
Holyfield, who was in tremendous shape at 208 pounds,
for the world title in a Pay Per View boxing event.
Very few boxing experts gave the 42-year-old Foreman
a chance of winning. Foreman, who weighed in at 257
pounds, began the contest by marching forward, absorb-
ing several of Holyfield’s best combinations and occa-
sionally landing a powerful swing of his own. Holyfield
proved too tough and agile to knock down and was well
ahead on points throughout the fight, but Foreman sur-
prised many by lasting the full 12 rounds, losing his chal-
lenge on points. Round 7, in which Foreman knocked
Holyfield off balance before being staggered by a pow-
erful combination, was expected to be Ring Magazine's
“Round of the Year”, though no award was given in
1991.17

A year later, Foreman fought journeyman Alex Stewart,
who had previously been stopped in the first round by
Mike Tyson. Foreman knocked down Stewart twice in
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the second round but expended a lot of energy in doing
so. He subsequently tired, and Stewart rebounded. By
the end of the 10th and final round, Foreman’s face was
bloodied and swollen, but the judges awarded him a ma-
jority decision win.

In 1993, Foreman received another title shot, although
this was for the vacant WBO Championship, which most
fans at the time saw as a second-tier version of the
“real” Heavyweight title, then being contested between
Holyfield and Riddick Bowe. Foreman’s opponent was
Tommy Morrison, a young prospect known for his punch-
ing power. To the frustration of Foreman and the dis-
appointment of the booing crowd, Morrison retreated
throughout the fight, refusing to trade toe-to-toe, and
sometimes even turned his back on Foreman. The strat-
egy paid off, however, as he outboxed Foreman from long
range. Foreman was competitive throughout the match,
but after 12 rounds, Morrison won a unanimous decision.

Regaining the title

Main articles: Michael Moorer vs. George Foreman,
George Foreman vs. Axel Schulz and George Foreman
vs. Shannon Briggs

In 1994, Foreman once again sought to challenge for the
world championship after Michael Moorer had beaten
Holyfield for the IBF and WBA titles.

Having lost his last fight against Morrison, Foreman was
unranked and in no position to demand another title shot.
His relatively high profile, however, made a title shot
against Moorer, 19 years his junior, a lucrative prospect
at seemingly little risk for the champion.

Foreman’s title challenge against Moorer took place on
November 5 in Las Vegas, Nevada, with Foreman wear-
ing the same red trunks he had worn in his title loss to
Ali 20 years earlier. This time, however, Foreman was
a substantial underdog. For nine rounds, Moorer easily
outboxed him, hitting and moving away, while Foreman
chugged forward, seemingly unable to “pull the trigger”
on his punches. Entering the tenth round, Foreman was
trailing on all scorecards. However, Foreman launched a
comeback in the tenth round and hit Moorer with a num-
ber of punches. Then a short right hand caught Moorer
on the tip of his chin, gashing open his bottom lip and
he collapsed to the canvas. He lay flat on his back as the
referee counted him out.

In an instant, Foreman had regained the title he had lost
to Muhammad Ali two decades before. He went back
to his corner and knelt in prayer as the arena erupted in
cheers. With this historic victory, Foreman broke three
records: he became, at age 45, the oldest fighter ever to
win the World Heavyweight Championship; 20 years af-
ter losing his title for the first time, he broke the record
for the fighter with the longest interval between his first
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and second world championships; and the age spread of
19 years between the champion and challenger was the
largest of any heavyweight boxing championship fight.

Shortly after the Moorer fight, Foreman began talking
about a potential superfight against Mike Tyson (the
youngest ever heavyweight champ). The WBA organi-
zation, however, demanded he fight their No. 1 chal-
lenger, who at the time was the competent but aging Tony
Tucker. For reasons not clearly known, Foreman refused
to fight Tucker and allowed the WBA to strip him of
that belt. He then went on to fight mid-level prospect
Axel Schulz of Germany in defense of his remaining
IBF title. Schulz was a major underdog. Schulz jabbed
strongly from long range and grew increasingly confident
as the fight progressed. Foreman finished the fight with
a swelling over one eye, but was awarded a controver-
sial majority decision. The IBF ordered an immediate
rematch to be held in Germany, but Foreman refused
the terms and found himself stripped of his remaining
title. However, Foreman continued to be recognized as
the Lineal Heavyweight Champion.

In 1996, Foreman returned to Tokyo, scoring an easy win
over the unrated Crawford Grimsley by a 12-round de-
cision. In 1997, he faced contender Lou Savarese, win-
ning a close decision in a grueling, competitive encounter.
Then, yet another opportunity came Foreman’s way as the
WBC decided to match him against Shannon Briggs in a
1997 “eliminator bout” for the right to face WBC cham-
pion Lennox Lewis. After 12 rounds, in which Foreman
consistently rocked Briggs with power punches, almost
everyone at ringside saw Foreman as the clear winner.[8]
Once again there was a controversial decision—but this
time it went in favor of Foreman’s opponent, with Briggs
awarded a points win. Foreman had fought for the last
time, at the age of 48.

Second retirement

Foreman was gracious and philosophical in his loss to
Briggs, but announced his “final” retirement shortly after-
wards. However, he did plan a return bout against Larry
Holmes in 1999, scheduled to take place at the Houston
Astrodome on pay per view. The fight was to be billed as
“The Birthday Bash” due to both fighters’ upcoming birth-
days. Foreman was set to make $10 million and Holmes
was to make $4 million, but negotiations fell through and
the fight was cancelled. With a continuing affinity for
the sport, Foreman became a respected boxing analyst for
HBO.

Foreman said he had no plans to resume his career as a
boxer, but then announced in February 2004 that he was
training for one more comeback fight to demonstrate that
the age of 55, like 40, is not a “death sentence.” The bout,
against an unspecified opponent (rumored to be Trevor
Berbick), never materialized (it was widely thought that
Foreman’s wife had been a major factor in the change of
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plans). Having severed his relationship with HBO to pur-
sue other opportunities, George Foreman and the sport of
boxing finally went their separate ways.

2.28.3 Family and private life

Foreman speaking in Houston, Texas, in September 2009

Foreman has 12 children: five sons and seven daugh-
ters. His five sons are George Jr., George III (“Monk™),
George IV (“Big Wheel”), George V (“Red”), and George
VI (“Little Joey”). The two daughters from his marriage
are Natalia and Leola; his three daughters from a sepa-
rate relationship are Michi, Freeda, and Georgetta. He
adopted a daughter, Isabella Brandie Lilja (Foreman), in
2009; and another, Courtney Isaac (Foreman), in 2012.

2.28.4 George Foreman Grill

Main article: George Foreman Grill

When Foreman came back from retirement he argued
that his success was due to his healthy eating, which made
him a perfect fit for Salton, Inc., which was looking for a
spokesperson for its fat-reducing grill, in which Foreman
had some influence designing. Hulk Hogan had previ-
ously been considered, but chose to pitch the Hulkamania
Meatball Maker instead.['”! The George Foreman Grill
has sold over 100 million units since it was first launched,
a feat achieved in a little over 15 years.

Although Foreman has never confirmed exactly how
much he has earned from the endorsement, it is known
that Salton paid him $137 million in 1999, for the right
to use his name. Prior to that, he was paid about 40%
of the profits on each grill sold (earning him $4.5 million
a month in payouts at its peak), so it is estimated he has
made a total of over $200 million from the endorsement,
substantially more than he earned as a boxer./?’!
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2.28.5 Amateur accomplishments

Source:21

e Won his first amateur fight on January 26, 1967 by
a first-round knockout in the Parks Diamond Belt
Tournament.

e Won the San Francisco Examiner’s Golden Gloves
Tournament in the Junior Division in February
1967.

e February 1967: Knocked out Thomas Cook to win
the Las Vegas Golden Gloves in the Senior Division.

e February 1968: Knocked out L.C. Brown to win the
San Francisco Examiner’s Senior Title in San Fran-
Cisco.

e March 1968: Won the National AAU Heavyweight
title in Toledo, Ohio vs. Henry Crump of Philadel-
phia, PA in the final.

e July 1968: Sparred five rounds on two different oc-
casions with former World Heavyweight Champion
Sonny Liston.

e September 21, 1968: Won his second decision over
Otis Evans to make the U.S. boxing team for the
Mexico City Olympic Games.

e Foreman had a 16—4 amateur boxing record go-
ing into the Olympics. He knocked out the Soviet
Union’s Jonas Cepulis to win the Olympic Games
Heavyweight Gold Medal. He was trained for the
Olympic Games by Robert (Pappy) Gault.

e Amateur record: 22-422]

2.28.6 Professional boxing record
2.28.7 Achievements

2.28.8 See also

e List of heavyweight boxing champions
e List of WBC world champions
e Notable boxing families

e George Foreman Grill
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2.28.10 External links

e Official website

e Professional boxing record for George Foreman
from BoxRec

e George Foreman — IBHOF Biography
e George Foreman’s Amateur Boxing Record
e George Foreman at the Internet Movie Database

e George Foreman at TV.com

2.29 Chuck Wepner

Charles “Chuck” Wepner (born February 26, 1939)
is an American former professional boxer who fought
at heavyweight.['?! As a world ranked contender he al-
most went fifteen rounds with world heavyweight cham-
pion Muhammad Ali in a 1975 title fight, though Wep-
ner was throwing numerous rabbit punches to the head
of Ali. Ali, infuriated by Wepner’s act started doing the
same. The referee ignored many of the fouls commit-
ted by Wepner, but warned Ali to stop throwing rabbit
punches. Ali later described the referee as “dirty”. Wep-
ner scored notable wins over Randy Neumann and Ernie
Terrell.

2.29.1 Career
Early life and career

Wepner was born in New York City, New York, the son
of Dolores (Hrynko) and Charles William Wepner.[3!14!
He is of German, Ukrainian, and Belorussian descent.!
Nicknamed “The Bayonne Bleeder,” he debuted as a pro-
fessional boxer in 1964 and began posting many wins and
some losses. He had formerly boxed while a member
of the United States Marine Corps, and had worked as
a bouncer before turning pro.l’ He was the New Jer-
sey State Heavyweight Boxing Champion and popular
fighter in the Northeast’s Club Boxing circuit. But after
losing fights to George Foreman (by knockout in three)
and Sonny Liston (by knockout in ten) many boxing fans
thought that his days as a contender were numbered. Af-
ter the fight with Liston, Wepner needed 72 stitches in his
face.

However, after losing to Joe Bugner by a knockout in
three in England, Wepner won nine of his next eleven
fights, including victories over Charlie Polite and former
WBA Heavyweight champion Ernie Terrell.

Muhammad Ali fight

In 1975, it was announced Wepner would challenge
Muhammad Ali for the world’s Heavyweight title.
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2.29. CHUCK WEPNER

According to Cleveland Plain Dealer (Feb 9th 1975, Page
4-C), Carl Lombardo put up 1.3 Million Dollars for the
Wepner-Ali Heavy Weight title Bout. According to a
Time magazine article, “In Stitches”, Ali was guaran-
teed $1.5 million and Wepner signed for $100,000. This
was considerably more than Wepner had ever earned and
he therefore did not need any coaxing. Wepner spent
eight weeks near the Catskill Mountains under the guid-
ance of Al Braverman (trainer and noted cutman) and
Bill Prezant (manager). Prezant prophesied that the fight
would be a big surprise. This bout was the first time Wep-
ner had been able to train full-time.!”! The fight was held
on March 24 at the Richfield Coliseum in Richfield, Ohio
south of Cleveland. Before the fight, a reporter asked
Wepner if he thought he could survive in the ring with
the champion, to which Wepner allegedly answered, “I've
been a survivor my whole life...if I survived the Marines,
I can survive Ali.”

In the ninth round Wepner scored a knockdown, though
Ali later contended that Wepner had stepped on his foot, a
claim confirmed by photos.®! Wepner went to his corner
and said to his manager, “Al, start the car. We're going
to the bank. We are millionaires.” To which Wepner’s
manager replied, “You better turn around. He’s getting
up and he looks pissed oft.”!

In the remaining rounds, Ali decisively outboxed Wep-
ner and opened up cuts above both Wepner’s eyes and
broke his nose. Wepner was far behind on the scorecards
when Ali knocked him down with 19 seconds left in the
15th round. The referee counted to seven before calling
a technical knockout.!'!

Late career

In 1976, Wepner fought professional wrestler André the
Giant and lost by countout after Andre threw him out of
the ring.[111112]

Wepner’s last fight was on May 2, 1978 for the New Jer-
sey State Heavyweight Championship against a new ris-
ing prospect, Scott Frank, noted for a useful heavy left
hook."3! Wepner lost the fight in a 12 round decision,
but again proved durable, Ring magazine noted. He an-
nounced his retirement after the fight.['4!

2.29.2 Later life

Wepner works today with his second wife Linda in the
liquor store management field for Majestic Wines and
Spirits in Carlstadt, New Jersey, and is an expert in con-
sumer liquors, wines and spirits. 3!

A film about Wepner’s career was released in 2012,
and ESPN aired a documentary titled 'The Real Rocky'
on October 25, 2011.1'71 The ESPN film features a clip
of Wepner’s ninth round knockdown of Muhammad Ali
in their 1975 world heavyweight title bout.['®!
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Ring appearances

Wepner occasionally makes ringside appearances at box-
ing cards in his home state of New Jersey, signing au-
tographs and posing for photos with boxing fans. On
October 12, 2012, Wepner appeared ringside with for-
mer World Light Heavyweight champion Mike Rossman
in Atlantic City, New Jersey at a Tropicana Casino &
Resort Atlantic City fight card featuring a WBA NABA
Lightweight title bout in the main event. Wepner held the
WBA NABA heavyweight title during his boxing career.

2.29.3 Rocky

Sylvester Stallone watched Wepner’s fight against Ali and
shortly afterwards wrote the script for Rocky, but Stallone
subsequently denied that Wepner provided any inspira-
tion for the movie.'”!2%7 Wepner filed a lawsuit which
was eventually settled with Stallone for an undisclosed
amount. "]

It is speculated that the 1982 film Rocky III was influ-
enced by his fight against Andre the Giant, as the movie
features a match versus wrestler Hulk Hogan as “Thun-
derlips”, who throws Rocky out of the ring.1?11211[22]

2.29.4 In media and popular culture

e Liev Schreiber is playing the role of Wepner in a
sports film, The Bleeder.*!

2.29.5 Professional boxing record
2.29.6 See also
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CHAPTER 2. RINGSIDE OPPONENTS

2.30 Ron Lyle

Ronald "Ron" Lyle (February 12, 1941 — November
26, 2011) was an American professional boxer. He
was known for his power punching, and for pleasing
crowds with his courage and determination inside the
ring. Lyle holds notable wins over Buster Mathis, Oscar
Bonavena, Jimmy Ellis, Earnie Shavers, Joe Bugner and
Scott LeDoux.

2.30.1 Early life

Lyle was one of 19 children born to William and Nellie
Lyle of Denver, Colorado. He grew up on the Northeast
side of the city, a predominantly African American area,
in public housing projects.

During his time in Denver, Lyle was known to have as-
sociated with violent gangs. At 19, after dropping out
of Manual High School, Lyle was convicted of second-
degree murder in the shooting death of 21-year-old gang
rival Douglas Byrd. Lyle argued he was being attacked
with a lead pipe and was not the one who pulled the
trigger.!!)

He was sentenced to 15-25 years in the Colorado State
Penitentiary. While in prison, Lyle nearly died on the
operating table after being stabbed by an inmate. He was
released after serving 7 1/2 years.!!

Lyle credited Lt. CIliff Mattax, the athletic director at
the prison, with getting him interested in boxing. In his
first match for the prison boxing team, Lyle was defeated
by Texas Johnson. He never lost a prison boxing match
again, however.

2.30.2 Amateur career

After prison, Lyle joined the Denver Elks Gym and
started boxing for Bill Daniels. Lyle’s first amateur vic-
tory was a third round knockout over Fred Houpe (who
would later be Leon Spinks's final opponent). His am-
ateur career lasted only 14 months, and he compiled a
record of 25—4 with 17 knockouts.’! He was the 1970
National AAU Heavyweight Champion, the 1970 North
American Amateur Heavyweight Champion, and the
1970 International Boxing League Heavyweight Cham-
pion. Lyle was a member of the United States Boxing
Team. He lost to Russian Ivan Alexi, but knocked out
Russian heavyweight Kamo Saroyan in a match broadcast
by ABC television’s Wide World of Sports. ¥

2.30.3 Pro career

Lyle had a very late start in professional boxing. He
turned professional under Bill Daniels, with trainer Bobby
Lewis. His first fight was at the age of 30 in Denver,
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2.30. RON LYLE

Colorado, against A.J Staples, which he won by knockout
in the second round. Lyle went on to post a 19-0 record
with 17 knockouts, and became the 5th rated heavyweight
contender. He scored impressive knockouts over notables
Vicente Rondon, a light heavyweight champion; hulking
Buster Mathis; and won by unanimous decision over for-
mer WBA Heavyweight Champion, Jimmy Ellis.! Lyle’s
undefeated streak ended on a one-sided decision to vet-
eran Jerry Quarry: the latter gave one of his career best
performances using a boxer/puncher style to create open-
ings first, gaining the initiative using his greater experi-
ence. Lyle then lost to Jimmy Young in 1975. In a later
rematch, Young again edged Lyle and went on to outpoint
George Foreman in 1977.

Lyle vs. Ali

On May 16, 1975 he was given an opportunity to face
heavyweight champion Muhammad Ali, during Ali’s sec-
ond title defense in his second reign as champion. Lyle
was the more aggressive fighter in the early rounds, with
Ali conserving his energy and covering up in the center of
the ring allowing Lyle to score. Lyle also showed restraint
and did not respond to Ali’s attempts at the rope-a-dope
ploy. Though in danger of falling too far behind on points,
Ali appeared to be in control of the pace of the fight, and
picked his moments to score. The fight was close going
into the 11th round, with Lyle winning on all three of the
judges’ score cards. Ali then hit Lyle with a strong right
hand and followed with several flurrying punches, scor-
ing. The referee stopped the fight, seeing that Lyle was
unable to defend himself and Ali was punching him in
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the head at will. Lyle’s corner was not happy with the
referee’s decision.[017]

Lyle vs. Foreman

Lyle is perhaps best known for a brawling fight in 1976
with Hall of Famer George Foreman. Foreman was mak-
ing a comeback after suffering his first loss to Ali in the
Rumble in the Jungle.

The fight is looked upon to this day as one of the most
exciting and brutal in heavyweight history. Lyle took
the offensive against the former champion and won the
opening round. At one point he hit Foreman with a stag-
gering body punch. After almost being knocked out in
Round Two, Lyle amazed the crowd by flooring Fore-
man twice in the fourth round. Other than Muhammad
Ali and Jimmy Young, Lyle was the only boxer to have
ever knocked down George Foreman during a profes-
sional boxing match. Foreman later wrote in his auto-
biography that Lyle was the toughest man he ever fought.
The former champion recovered and scored a knockout
in the fifth round.

Lyle scored impressive victories over rated Jose Luis Gar-
cia, and big names Oscar Bonavena and Earnie Shavers
during his career.®! He also won a split decision over Joe
Bugner, boring in with a thudding body attack in a fine
contest.

According to George Foreman, Ron Lyle was one of the
three hardest punchers he had faced in his career along
with Gerry Cooney and Cleveland Williams.!”!

Later career

The year 1979 marked a decline in Lyle’s abilities. Draws
with fringe contenders Stan Ward and Scott LeDoux
were followed by a stunning one-punch loss to unheard-of
Lynn Ball. Ball went on to match other names but never
achieved similar success. The Ring magazine quoted Lyle
as saying afterwards “No one does that to me.”

He would return to the ring, however, but not for long.
Ron retired again after a first-round knockout loss to then-
rising star and undefeated power-hitting Gerry Cooney.
By then, Lyle was 39 years old and his best years had
gone.[1%!

Comeback

In 1995, at the age of 54, Lyle decided on a brief come-
back. After scoring four quick knockouts over second-
rate opponents, Lyle tried to get a rematch with George
Foreman. The match was never made, however, and Lyle
retired from boxing.!!!!
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2.30.4 Retirement

While Lyle was working as a security guard in Las Ve-
gas, Nevada, he was accused of another murder. He shot
a man in his apartment who had spent time with him
in the Colorado State Penitentiary. Lyle claimed self-
defense and was found not guilty.l'?l A biography titled
Off the Ropes: the Ron Lyle Story was written by Candace
Toft and released by Scratching Shed Publishing in May
2010.113!1

Lyle ran the boxing gym Denver Red Shield in Denver,
Colorado.["*! He was the former trainer of light welter-
weight contender Victor Ortiz, who fought out of Denver
during some of his amateur career.!!

In 1992 Lyle trained a young promising talent from Las
Vegas Nevada, Arash Hashemi,!'®! and under his mentor-
ship Hashemi won two Golden Gloves championships.

2.30.5 Death

Lyle died at the age of 70, on Saturday November
26, 2011 from complications from a sudden stomach
ailment.l'”) “We're gonna miss Ron. He was a friend”,
Earnie Shavers said. “He was the strongest man I have
ever known, inside-and-out. When he gave advice, it was
solid. He will never know how much I loved him. T will
greatly miss him now that he is gone. I will never have a
close friend like him again”, states Lisa Dawn Sheridan.

2.30.6 Lyle in the media and popular cul-
ture

Ron Lyle appeared in the film Facing Ali,''8 a 2009 doc-
umentary, where he discusses his life and career. About
his fight against Ali, when referee Fredy Nunez stopped
the fight, he said “I couldn't believe it, you know. I'm
ahead on all scorecards. [...] Am I bitter? Forget about
it. I never took it personal. If there don't be no Ali, you
think you'd be sitting here talking to Ron Lyle? About
what?"[1]

During this documentary he revealed that, during his stint
in prison, where he received one meal a day consisting of
a bowl of spinach, he passed time by doing up to 1,000
push-ups in an hour each day.

2.30.7 Professional boxing record
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e Ron Lyle at the Internet Movie Database

e Professional boxing record for Ron Lyle from
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e Ron Lyle at Find a Grave

2.31 Jean-Pierre Coopman

Jean-Pierre Coopman (born in Ingelmunster, Belgium,
7 November 1946) is a retired Belgian boxer who is best
known for his title fight against Muhammad Ali in 1976,
which Ali won by KO!"! in round 5.!
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2.31. JEAN-PIERRE COOPMAN

2.31.1 Early life

Jean-Pierre Coopman was born on 11 July 1946, in the
Flemish (northern Belgium) community of Ingelmunster.
Early in life, he showed a gift for artistry. He was in-
structed in sculpting by his stepfather, and Coopman’s
first fully paid job was as a stone cutter. The stone-cutting
he learned from childhood was more specifically that of
an artisan. His skills were put to use, among other things,
in reparations of the medieval churches of Belgium—
most notably, Saint Nicholas’ Church in Ghent. By hav-
ing to perform a kind of historic preservation, using and
applying tools from this ancient period, Coopman devel-
oped great strength in his arms and hands.

In young adulthood, he appears to have been a lover of
night-life, but after sparring several times with Gilbert
Montagne, a noted Belgian middleweight, Coopman was
urged to pursue a ring career, or at least to try. By his own
words, once the decision was made, Coopman at least
gave up smoking, and cold turkey at that.

Jean-Pierre Coopman (left), the producer of Camping Cosmos
in the middle and Freddy De Kerpel (right) during the shooting of
the movie Camping Cosmos, August 1995, Westende, Belgium.

2.31.2 Fighting career

Though best known in fight circles as an opponent of
Muhammad Ali, Coopman had been fighting for a half
decade, before being granted his title shot at “The Great-
est”. He began in the amateur ranks, rising quickly
enough to compete in the 1971 European Champi-
onships, where he was knocked out by a far more experi-
enced (315 fights) Soviet fighter. He turned professional,

in 1972.

Coopman fought his early bouts primarily in Belgium,
though he is recorded as having lost an early match ver-
sus Harald Skog, in Oslo, Norway. Another, more ten-
uous connection to Ali, is Coopman’s loss (via decision)
to Rudie Lubbers of The Netherlands, in 1973. Coop-
man’s earlier record, as well shows a disqualification vic-
tory over Terry Daniels, who had also received a title shot
during his own career, versus Smokin' Joe Frazier, in Jan-
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vary 1972. Despite mixed fortunes, Coopman proved
popular with his fellow Belgians, and by 1975, was able to
pursue boxing as a full-time career; the company which
employed him to sculpt, now paid him to fight, instead.

It has often been said of Coopman, that he was one of
the least deserving fighters to fight for the heavyweight
title. His fight with Ali was regarded as a glorified spar-
ring session. Ali had recently had his third fight with Joe
Frazier, the “Thrilla in Manilla”, a match Ali later called,
“the closest thing to Death.” Understandably, the cham-
pion wanted an “easy” opponent. The match was made
almost by happenstance, as the promotion fell to George
Kanter, a Belgian by birth. Kanter, after surveying the
European scene, contacted Charles de Jager, Coopman’s
manager, and shortly on, the match was made. Coopman,
unknown outside Belgium, was overwhelmed by the sud-
den notoriety. Ali, he has always admitted, was a per-
sonal hero; from the beginning, he was grateful for the
opportunity.

Coopman was dubbed “The Lion of Flanders” by the
Western press, but he never called himself that, nor had
ever used the moniker. The sobriquet, was thought to be
apropos in light of Coopman’s birthday (11 July is a na-
tional holiday in Flanders, marking a military victory over
the French, in 1302). The challenger looked bad enough
in sparring sessions, his training was quickly closed to the
press.

The fight took place in San Juan, Puerto Rico, on 20
February 1976 at Roberto Clemente Coliseum; the fight
was not in any way broadcast by Belgian media as Coop-
man’s native land was the first nation to ban boxing broad-
casts. In those days long before Pay-Per-View, CBS
Sports broadcast the bout to the USA for free, prime time.
The bout itself, little more than a day in the gym for Ali,
ended in Round Five. Though stopped, Coopman has al-
ways felt it a point of pride, that he emerged relatively
unhurt and unmarked.

After the Muhammad Ali fight, Coopman became Eu-
ropean champion after beating the Basque, Jose Urtain.
Two months later, in Antwerp, he lost the title to Lucien
Rodriguez of France. He retired in 1980. His last official
fight was against Cookie Wallace.

In 1995 he fought another boxing legend, Freddy De Ker-
pel, acting in the film Camping Cosmos.

As of 2007 Coopman was painting oil paintings of fa-
mous boxers. He had, long before that time, painted a
portrait of Ali, taken by way of visual reference, from a
celebrated photo by Neil Leifer. He was also awarded the
contract to sculpt a statue of Cyril Delannoit, a Belgian
fighter acclaimed in his day, for having defeated Marcel
Cerdan (1948; Brussels).

Coopman is the subject of “Lion”, a tongue-in-cheek trib-
ute by songwriter Freddy Blohm.
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2.32 Jimmy Young

Jimmy Young (November 14, 1948 — February 20,
2005) was a top American boxer who had his greatest
success in the heavyweight division during the mid 1970s,
most notably when he beat George Foreman and lost a
disputed decision against Muhammad Ali. He fought
many significant fighters of his era, including twice out-
pointing Ron Lyle and losing only by a split decision to
no 1 contender Ken Norton in a title eliminator.

2.32.1 Professional career
Early fights

Inexperienced in only his 11th professional fight, Young
was matched against contender Earnie Shavers, who had
a 42-2 record at the time and suffered his first KO loss.
Young had tried trading blows and been caught by one
of the divisions hardest punchers early on.['! Shavers was
infamous for his overwhelming early attacks. They would
rematch however.

After this Young learnt fast and went undefeated for three
years which included a win over contender Ron Lyle and
a controversial draw in a re-match with Earnie Shavers
(many observers scored the bout for Young).?! It would
not be the last time Young lost a decision in a big fight.
He had worked better on defense against this known dev-
astating hitter. It was still enough to earn him a title fight
with Heavyweight Champion of the World Muhammad
Ali.

The Young-Ali fight

Young made his name globally and with the public when
he fought Muhammad Ali in Landover, Maryland in
April 1976 for the world heavyweight title, although box-
ing circles had already noted his ability. Ali weighed in
at 230 pounds, the highest for any of his fights up to that
point (he would weigh 236.25 pounds in his fight against
Trevor Berbick), and was consequently slow and immo-
bile throughout the bout. Seven years younger and 21
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pounds lighter, Young adopted a strategy of fighting ag-
gressively from a distance, landing numerous light blows
while dodging and parrying Ali’s counterpunches, and us-
ing his body blows, which had little power behind them
but were effective at scoring points. At close quarters,
Young would turn passive. He retreated whenever pos-
sible, and often kept his head ducked very low to avoid
serious blows when Ali would fight from the inside.

On several occasions when Ali was inside and Young had
his back to the ropes, Young would intentionally put his
head or upper body out of the ring to compel the referee
to separate the fighters. To some, Young’s was a brilliant
strategy of neutralizing his opponent’s strengths and forc-
ing the bout to be fought on his own terms, exposing Ali’s
inability to fight a counterpuncher. To others, it seemed
cowardly as he forced a stoppage to the fight every time
Ali held the advantage.

The referee did at one point during the fight initiate a
count due to Jimmy Young being outside the ropes. The
fight went the full 15 rounds with a controversial one-
sided unanimous decision going to Ali. Referee Tom
Kelly scored it 72-65; judges Larry Barrett and Terry
Moore had it 70-68 and 71-64, respectively.'!

Ken Norton (a rival of Ali) who was commentating at
ringside had the fight even on his own scorecard. Lester
Bromberg (former Ring magazine editor) called the de-
cision a “travesty”. New York Daily News reporter Dick
Young said: "[Ali won] by the grace of three hero wor-
shipping fight officials. I believe many people, the vot-
ing officials among them, refuse to believe what they see
when one of their super-heroes doesn't function as ex-
pected.” As the fight was televised, many viewers called
to the network to complain about the decision. Even Ali’s
ever loyal trainer Angelo Dundee went on record as say-
ing this was the champion’s “worst fight”. Afterwards,
many started calling on Ali to retire./*! Some claimed that
Young’s performance should have earned him a rematch.
The WBC for one agreed this and set about organising it
in 1977 as below.

Rematch Lyle and then George Foreman

In November 1976 Young in a rematch again clearly beat
heralded contender Ron Lyle by using clever defense and
fast offensive styles. On one judge’s card winning 11 of
all 12 rounds.

In March 1977, Young then fought George Foreman in
San Juan, Puerto Rico. Foreman was on his own 5-0-
0 comeback after losing the title to Muhammad Ali in
"The Rumble in the Jungle", including victories over top
contenders Ron Lyle and Joe Frazier.

The Young-Foreman fight was somewhat steady until the
sixth round. The early rounds were punctuated by com-
plaints from Young and his corner about the use of el-
bows by Foreman, which was punished by the referee by
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2.32. JIMMY YOUNG

a point deduction. For the first half of the fight, Young
used his somewhat unorthodox boxing skills and good de-
fense to keep out of harms way, while using his punching
speed to counter. In the sixth round he became somewhat
more aggressive himself and landed a number of clean
punches on Foreman."! Eleven seconds into the seventh
round, Foreman caught Young with a left-handed body
punch, and immediately followed with a powerful swing-
ing left hand to the head. Young reeled and turned away
and seemed about to go down, while Foreman tried to
pursue his advantage, but somehow Young survived to
the end of the round. In his after-match comments on
TV, he described it as 'desperation’. But Young rallied,
and landed a number of good punches of his own, as Fore-
man’s eyes became pufty and his punches lost their men-
ace. For the rest of the contest, Foreman continued to
move forward, trying to cut off the ring and looking for
the big knock out, while taking punches from the elusive
Young. Finally Young even managed a knockdown over
Foreman in the last round, and earned a unanimous win
by 12-round decision. Ring Magazine named the Young-
Foreman bout its 1977 "Fight of the Year". Jimmy Young
joined Ali in being the only two men to ever beat a peak
George Foreman in over 40 contests.

The Young-Norton eliminator Fight

Now the number 2 contender, Young’s next opponent
in November 1977 was in a big mandatory world title
eliminator against Ken Norton the number 1 contender -
Jimmy had won five straight since his loss to Ali, includ-
ing another unanimous decision over Ron Lyle. Young
lost the Norton match on a controversial split decision in
which many observers watching in attendance felt Young
should have been declared the winner in a clever fight
from both boxers in Las Vegas. While Young boxed,
cleverly drawing Norton onto useful sneak right hands,
Norton himself pressed forward dangerously, always his
best style, using a heavy two-handed attack pounding
away to the ribs, then lobbing wicked head shots. The two
had sparred when Ken trained for his second Ali match,!®’
and Norton had found shots thrown first to the head rarely
landed so this gave him the tactic’s idea.l”! The fight was
set at 15 rounds, unheard of for a non-title match but it
was due to its importance as an eliminator (and later retro-
designated as a WBC title match). It attracted big money
and Ali himself was ringside. The winner of the fight,
Norton, was later awarded the WBC championship belt as
the mandatory title defence didn't materialise when Leon
Spinks (who had taken the title from Ali in an upset win
on February 15, 1978) chose a rematch against Ali in-
stead of fighting Norton for the WBC-title.

The slide; Ocasio twice

Demoralised at having lost another close decision, Young
went on a gradual downward spiral. In June 1978 You're
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only as good as your last fight, boxing’s old saying seemed
to apply. Poor conditioning, an increasing problem, let
him be outpointed to prospect Ossie Ocasio. Whilst bet-
ter in a direct rematch, early 1979, Ocasio again showing
talent edged the win and went on to fight the world cham-
pion Larry Holmes.

Later career

He won a short 3 round brutal battle with unranked Wen-
dell Bailey, flashes of old form. But other matches of
note; Young was stopped 'on cuts’ to new heavyweight
contender Gerry Cooney after 4 rounds in an about evens
match. He'd also lost on points to another rising prospect
and future heavyweight champion Michael Dokes. In
the 1979 Dokes match Young had scaled 229 1bs,around
15Lbs overwieght, it was a near career heaviest and he
was simply way out of shape untrained.

But slimmed down again he later in the same year Decem-
ber 1979 outpointed British champion John L. Gardner
effectively, even decking Gardiner in the 10th. That and
the Marvin Stinson and Jeff Sims matches were probably
his last notable wins.

Biography

Young’s biography was published in 1979, Jimmy Young,
Heavyweight Challenger by Edward Dolan and Richard
Lyttle, Doubleday pub, ISBN 0-385-14097-5.

Comeback chance

Young began a comeback, going 5-0-0 including a TKO
over previously unbeaten Gordon Racette. In 1982,
Young’s comeback was cut short when he was defeated
on points by future champion Greg Page. He became
a “trial horse” for emerging contenders, dropping deci-
sions to more future champions in Tony Tucker and Tony
Tubbs. He continued fighting with mixed results until
1988.

2.32.2 Later years and death

After his boxing career, Young had financial, drug, and
legal problems. During a court hearing on a drug pos-
session charge, it was argued by his Philadelphia public
defender that Young had symptoms of chronic traumatic
brain injury (due to the sport).’®! At a boxing celebrity
event ring magazine noted Young was helped about by
family.

Young died on February 20, 2005 of a heart attack, after
six days in the hospital, aged only 56.
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2.32.5 External links

e Professional boxing record for Jimmy Young from
BoxRec

e Jimmy Young at Find a Grave

2.33 Richard Dunn

Richard Dunn (19 January 1945) was born in Halifax,
West Riding of Yorkshire, England!" and was a heavy-
weight boxer who fought Muhammad Ali for the world
heavyweight title in 1976.

Dunn was defeated by many top boxers of the time, losing
to Muhammad Ali, Joe Bugner, Jimmy Young and Kallie
Knoetze. However, he did defeat some professional fight-
ers such as Johnny Griffin, Neville Meade, Bunny John-
son and Danny McAlinden.

A southpaw, Dunn’s professional career began with a win
over Cardiff fighter Del Phillips in a heavyweight elimi-
nator competition in Mayfair, London in July 1969. His
second fight was on the same day in the semi-final, a first
round defeat against Danny McAlinden, who dispatched
all three of his opponents in under three rounds to win the
competition. However, in May 1973 Dunn defeated Billy
Aird on points in an eliminator for the British Heavy-
weight Championship at Grosvenor House in London. He
lost the final eliminator against Bunny Johnson in Octo-
ber after a tenth round knockout at the King’s Hall in
Manchester. However, when he faced the same opponent
at the Empire Pool at Wembley for both the British and
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Richard Dunn Sports Centre, Odsal Top, Bradford

Commonwealth titles in September 1975, he prevailed on
points after 15 rounds.

He made his first defence against McAlindon just two
months later. However, this time it was Dunn that won
with a knockout after McAlinden went down three times
in the second round. After winning the European Heavy-
weight title with a third round TKO OF Bernd August in
April 1976, he was given the chance of fighting for the
WBC and WBA titles against Ali in Munich, Germany,
for which he received £52,00012 (based on increases in
average earnings, this would be approximately £472,500
in 2011).5

Dunn is also notable as the only Yorkshireman ever to
fight Ali, who knocked him out 2:05 minutes into the
fifth round; this was to be the last knockout Ali ever
achieved in his professional career. Although he was seri-
ously overmatched, many British fans have said that Dunn
made one of the most courageous showings of any British
fighter when he faced Ali. Dunn was knocked down five
times in five rounds. After the fight, Muhammad Ali
promised the gloves he had used in the fight to British
promoter Mickey Duff, who was raising funds for Chris
Finnegan, a terrific fighter who had lost sight in one eye.
When he passed his gloves to Duff’s PR Norman Giller
in the ring, Ali told Giller to look inside. In one it was
written 'Ali wins’ and in the other 'round five'. Dunn lost
his next fight to Joe Bugner, surrendering all his titles in
a stunning first round knockout and retired after his next
fight, a fifth round defeat to big hitting Kallie Knoetze in
the Ellis Park Tennis Stadium in Johannesburg.

A sports centre is named after Dunn in his home town
of Bradford in honour of his achievements.*! Richard
Dunn is now retired and living in Scarborough. On TV
in around 2005 he explained serious injuries he received
from an unfortunate accident whilst working on an oil
rig.l%!
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2.35. EARNIE SHAVERS
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2.34 Alfredo Evangelista

For the Filipino anthropologist, see Alfredo E. Evange-
lista.

Alfredo Evangelista (born December 3, 1954) is a for-
mer Uruguayan boxer. He was born in Montevideo,
Uruguay.!! Evangelista has resided in Spain for a very
large portion of his life.

“The Lynx of Montevideo” Evangelista faced
Muhammad Ali in a bout for the world heavyweight
championship in 1977, losing by unanimous decision
in 15 rounds.!! He also fought against Larry Holmes
for the World Boxing Council title in 1978, and lost by
knockout in the seventh round.!?!

2.34.1 Professional boxing record
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2.34.3 External links

e Professional boxing record for Alfredo Evangelista
from BoxRec

2.35 Earnie Shavers

Earnie Dee Shaver (born August 31, 1944), best known
as Earnie Shavers, is an American former professional
boxer and two-time world heavyweight title challenger.
He is considered by most boxing experts to be the hardest-
punching knockout artist of all time, and he scored 24
first-round knockouts; included in this list are world
heavyweight champions Jimmy Ellis and Ken Norton.
Shavers is best known for his fights with Larry Holmes
and Muhammad Ali; despite losing these contests, he did
score a heavy knockdown against Holmes, and had Ali
badly hurt in the second round as well as during the final
rounds of their fight.!!}

2.35.1 Amateur career

Prior to turning professional, Shavers had a short but no-
table amateur career. He was the 1969 National AAU
Heavyweight champion.

2.35.2 Early professional career

Known as the “Black Destroyer,” Shavers compiled an
impressive record, winning 44 of his first 47 fights by
knockout; mostly against unremarkable opposition. His
KO streak included 27 consecutive knockouts, of which
20 victories were in the first round. He suffered setbacks
with losses to Ron Stander and Stan Johnson.

He began to rise through the ranks of the heavyweight
division after he hired a Cleveland-based promoter and
ex-con named Don King to be his manager. His wins in-
cluded a novice Jimmy Young who would later become
a top contender. Stepping up the class of opposition,
he came to public prominence with a first round KO of
one time WBA heavyweight champion Jimmy Ellis. His
progress was halted when he was KO'd in the first round
by Jerry Quarry which was followed by another loss to a
journeyman Bob Stallings. Shavers then had a thunderous
match with hard hitting Ron Lyle but was stopped after
6 brutal rounds. He then knocked out hard hitter Howard
King and beat Roy Williams in a back and forward bat-
tle in which Shavers was nearly knocked out. The latter
Shavers always said was one of the toughest of his whole
career.
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Shavers vs Ali

Shavers fought Muhammad Ali at Madison Square Gar-
den on September 29, 1977.121 Coming into the bout,
Shavers had a record of 54-5-1, with 52 knockouts. Ali
nicknamed Shavers “The Acorn” because of his shaved
bald head, unlike early appearances. The fight was shown
in prime time broadcast television by NBC, which rarely
did prime time fights (ABC tended to get the Ali fights)
and had the judges’ scoring announced after each round
to help avoid any controversial decision. Ali’s cornerman
Angelo Dundee had a crony (Baltimore matchmaker Ed-
die Hrica) in the dressing room watching the broadcast,
and would get signals from his friend on the scoring. In
the second round, Shavers hurt Ali badly with an over-
hand right. Ali exaggerated his motions enough that it
seemed he might be play acting and Shavers hesitated.
On the scorecard they exchanged rounds. Ali won the
fifth decisively. To win the fight Ali had to survive the last
three rounds. Shavers, whose stamina was suspect before
the fight, came alive in the 13th round. In the 14th, he
battered Ali about the ring. Before the 15th, (according
to the story by Sports lllustrated's great boxing writer Pat
Putnam) “Ali was on very wobbly legs.”

Realizing Ali needed to last three more minutes, Dundee
told him, “You don't look so good. You better go out and
take this round.” In a furious final round, the two men
tagged each other, but Ali closed strongly, nearly drop-
ping Shavers in the last 20 seconds. He won a unanimous
decision. The next day, Garden Match Maker Teddy
Brenner encouraged Ali to retire by stating the Garden
would never make another offer to host an Ali fight. Bren-
ner also thought that Shavers deserved the nod against
Ali. The fight made the cover of Sports lllustrated, with
“ALI'S DESPERATE HOUR?” featuring a photograph of
Shavers scoring with an overhand right.®! Fight doctor
Ferdie Pacheco also urged Ali to retire after noting the
damage Ali had absorbed against Shavers. Ali later said
Shavers was the hardest puncher he ever faced, famously
stating “Earnie hit me so hard, it shook my kinfolk back
in Africa” although Ali had previously used this amus-
ing punch line in reference to various other hard hitting
opponents. 4!

Shavers v Norton/Holmes

In a mandatory title challenge eliminator he knocked out
former champion and Ali beater Ken Norton in the first
round, possibly the best win of his career.

Shavers then fought for the title against skilled champion
Larry Holmes at Caesars Palace in Pardise on Septem-
ber 29, 1979, exactly two years after his defeat by Ali.
Shavers knocked Holmes down in round seven but was
himself knocked out in round eleven after taking punish-
ment. Holmes, known for his ability to take a punch, later
said that Shavers’ blow was the hardest he had ever taken
in his career.
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Later career

The Holmes bout was the last big match for Shavers. In
1980, he was knocked out in the seventh round by durable
prospect Randall “Tex” Cobb. He never again fought for
the world title. In 1982 he fought Joe Bugner, also on the
comeback trail. Bugner was knocked down in the first but
was stopped by cuts in the second round.

Shavers continued to fight professionally for several years,
retiring in 1995 after losing to Brian Yates. Many thought
he should have retired after his upset loss to lower con-
tender Bernardo Mercado. Shavers suffered a similar
retinal eye injury as boxer Sugar Ray Leonard.

2.35.3 Fighting style

Shavers was a heavy-handed puncher who stalked his op-
ponents, setting them up for his thunderous right, which
was responsible for many of his knockouts. At times
lacking grace and accuracy, Earnie had a reputation for
exhausting himself before round 7. Critics remarked he
rarely won a bout that went beyond 8 rounds. In subse-
quent fights he fought Ali well for 15 rounds and Holmes
for 11. Earnie would throw punches against any legal
area he could reach, exposed or covered, relying on his
tremendous power to wear down his opponents and ex-
ploiting any opening. His fighting stance produced a short
and powerful image. His chin was his weakness. He
could “box” as well as slug. Notably, he injured his right
hand early in a 10 round match against rated fighter Henry
Clark and then nearly jabbed Clarke’s head off, beating
him at his own game as it were, to win on points.

Video and book

Shavers published a video of highlights of his career in
1992 titled Earnie D. Shavers, The hardest One-Punch
Hitter, and later an autobiography.

2.35.4 Life after boxing

Shavers retired in 1983 after retinal problems were dis-
covered. After retirement, he became an ordained
Christian minister and moved to Phoenix, where he
preached for many years. He moved to England to pas-
tor a church there in the early 2000s. He has been on the
Benny Hinn TV show several times.

During the early 1980s while preparing for the feature
film Rocky III, Sylvester Stallone explored the possibility
of using a real heavyweight boxer in the role of James
“Clubber” Lang by inviting Earnie Shavers to spar with
him. Shavers initially refused to hit Stallone with any-
thing other than a soft jab. This frustrated Stallone, who
asked Shavers, “C'mon Earnie, show me something real.”
Earnie responded by punching him once near the liver,
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forcing an immediate retirement; Stallone later said: “that
nearly killed me. I went straight to the men’s room and

threw up”.

Shavers has visited Ali several times and he says he,
Ali, and George Foreman have become very good
friends over the years. Shavers accepted the invitation
of the Full Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship Interna-
tional!® to preach at the 2002 Commonwealth Games in
Manchester.

Earnie also works in Liverpool in the UK, as head of
security at Hannahs’ bar, where he is very much re-
spected. The staff of Hannah’s bar say that he does not
work there now. Until five years ago (2009) he worked
at Yates’ Wine Lodge in Liverpool “meeting and greet-
ing”. On occasion Shavers was a troubleshooting referee
in professional wrestling after his retirement.

He is also a Patron of The Shannon Bradshaw Trust,!”! a
children’s charity based in Warrington, Cheshire, helping
children with life-threatening conditions, and their fami-
lies.

Earnie speaks to pupils at Barr Beacon Language College
in Walsall. Earnie also gave a speech 26 February 2008
at The Streetly School in Walsall, which was based upon
helping kids make the right decisions in life.

2.35.5 Personal life

Shavers was married to Laverne Payne and has five
daughters from their union, Tamara, Cynthia, Cather-
ine, Carla, and Amy. He also has four daughters from
other unions, Catherine, Lisa, Natasha and Latonya. He
has 24 grandchildren. He worked at General Motors in
Lordstown, Ohio in the late 1960s. Shavers made a guest
appearance on the Irish TV programme The Late Late
Show hosted by Ron Lyle where the two fighters dis-
cussed their previous bout that had happened a month
earlier. Shavers was a frequent visitor to the pub “Roddy
Bolands” in Dublin. There is a signed picture of Shavers
drinking a pint of Guinness on the wall there.

2.35.6 Comeback

Shavers made a short comeback in the late 1980s and
early 1990s. After a few wins and losses he retired in
1995 after being KO'd by Brian Yates in round 2.

In 2003, Shavers was ranked number 10 among boxing’s
greatest punchers in history by Ring Magazine. Within the
sport of boxing, he is widely considered to be the hardest
puncher of all time.

Shavers finished his career in 1995 with a record of 74
wins (68 by knockout, 23 inside the first round), 14 losses
and 1 draw.
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2.35.7 Professional boxing record
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2.35.9 External links

e Muhammad Ali vs Ernie Shavers, Sept. 29, 1977
on YouTube.

e Professional boxing record for Earnie Shavers from
BoxRec

e Statistical analysis of the KO record of Earnie
Shavers

2.36 Leon Spinks

Leon Spinks (born July 11, 1953) is an American former
boxer who was the undisputed heavyweight champion of
the world. Spinks had an overall record of 26 wins, 17
losses and three draws as a professional, with 14 of those
wins by knockout. In only his eighth professional bout,
Spinks won the undisputed world heavyweight champi-
onship when he beat Muhammad Ali on February 15,
1978, in what was considered one of the biggest upsets
in boxing history. However, he was stripped of the WBC
title for fighting Ali in an unapproved rematch seven
months later, which he lost by a 15-round unanimous
decision. Besides being heavyweight champion and his
characteristic gap-toothed grin (due to losing two and
later all four of his front teeth), Spinks gained notoriety
for the disaster which befell his career following the loss
to Alj.l!

Prior to turning professional, Spinks won a bronze medal
at the inaugural 1974 World Amateur Boxing Cham-
pionships in Havana. Two years later, he capped off
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his amateur career by winning a gold medal in the light
heavyweight division at the 1976 Olympic Games in
Montreal, alongside his brother Michael Spinks, who won
the gold at middleweight. Leon defeated Cuban great
Sixto Soria in an entertaining slugfest where Spinks was
rocked several times by the much more polished fighter
but landed a crushing overhand right that put Soria face
down on the canvas. His Olympic teammates included
Sugar Ray Leonard, Leo Randolph and Howard Davis Jr.
Spinks also served on active duty in the United States Ma-
rine Corps from 1973 to 1976.

2.36.1 Professional career

Spinks debuted professionally on January 15, 1977 in Las
Vegas, Nevada, beating Bob Smith by knockout in five
rounds. His next fight was in Liverpool, England, where
he beat Peter Freeman by a first round knockout. Later,
he saw an improvement in opposition quality, when he
fought Pedro Agosto of Puerto Rico and knocked him out
in round one. He then fought Scott LeDoux to a draw and
defeated Italian champion Alfio Righetti by a decision.

First Ali match

Now a lower ranked contender, he made history on
February 15, 1978, by beating Muhammad Ali on a
15-round split decision in Las Vegas. Spinks won the
world heavyweight title in his eighth professional fight,
the shortest time in history. The aging Ali had expected
an easy fight, but he was out-boxed by Spinks, who did
not tire throughout the bout. It was one of the few oc-
casions when Ali left the ring with a bruised and puffy
face.

Spinks’ victory over Ali was the peak of his career. He
was the only man to take a title from Muhammad Ali in
the ring, as Ali’s other losses were non-title contests or
bouts where Ali was the challenger. Spinks’ gap-toothed
grin was featured on the cover of the February 19, 1978
issue of Sports lllustrated.

However, Spinks was stripped of his world title by the
WBC for refusing to defend it against Ken Norton, instead
agreeing to a return bout against Ali to defend his WBA
crown. The title, stripped from Spinks, was then awarded
to Norton.

The Ali rematch

His second match with Ali, at the Louisiana Superdome
on September 15, 1978, went badly for Spinks. A now in-
shape Ali—with better sharper tactics—rarely lost con-
trol, winning back his title by a unanimous fifteen-round
decision. Ali regained the title, becoming the first three-
time heavyweight champion.

CHAPTER 2. RINGSIDE OPPONENTS

Career development

Spinks defeats Ray Kipping June 19, 1995, St. Louis

Spinks during his final victory held at the “Little bit of Texas” in
St. Louis

Spinks’s next fight, his only one in 1979, was at Monte
Carlo, where he was knocked out in the first round by fu-
ture WBA world heavyweight champion Gerrie Coetzee.
In the following fight, Spinks defeated former world title
challenger and European title holder Alfredo Evangelista
by a knockout in round 5. He fought to a draw in with
Eddie Lépez, and beat the WBC’s top-ranked challenger,
Bernardo Mercado, by a knockout in round nine.
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The Holmes title fight

His strong performance against Mercado earned Spinks a
title match against Larry Holmes. In Spinks’ only fight in
1981, and what would be his last chance opportunity at
the heavyweight title, he had a clear loss by a TKO in the
third round at Joe Louis Arena in Detroit on June 12.

Changes weight division

It was Spinks’ last heavyweight bout for years, as he began
boxing in the cruiserweight division. He beat contender
Ivy Brown by a decision in ten rounds, and a gained a
decision against former and future title challenger Jesse
Burnett in twelve rounds.

When his brother Michael Spinks defeated Larry Holmes
in a controversial upset for the IBF heavyweight champi-
onship in 1985, they became the only brothers to have
held world heavyweight championships. They kept the
distinction until the Klitschko brothers became champi-
ons a decade later.

In the 1980s Leon Spinks competed in several boxer
vs. wrestler matches in New Japan Pro Wrestling, in-
cluding losing by submission to Antonio Inoki. In 1986
Spinks earned his last championship opportunity, fight-
ing Dwight Muhammad Qawi for the WBA cruiserweight
championship. Qawi had been defeated by Michael
Spinks three years earlier for his WBC light heavyweight
championship. However, Leon Spinks lost by TKO in the
sixth round. During the fight, Qawi taunted Spinks as he
beat him mercilessly in a corner.

Spinks boxed for another eight years with mixed results.
In 1994 he lost a bout by KO to John Carlo, the first time
a former heavyweight champion had lost to a boxer mak-
ing his pro debut (promoter Charles Farrell later admitted
to falsifying Carlo’s record in order to get the fight sanc-
tioned by the District of Columbia).”?! Spinks retired at
age 42, after losing an 8 round decision to Fred Houpe in
1995, who was coming off a seventeen-year hiatus.

2.36.2 Professional boxing record

2.36.3 Amateur career

e 1974, 1975, and 1976 National AAU light heavy-
weight champion

e Defeated future champion Michael Dokes for first
AAU title in 1974
Olympic results

e Defeated Abellatif Fatihi (Morocco) KO 1

e Defeated Anatoly Klimanov (Soviet Union) 5-0
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e Defeated Ottomar Sachse (East Germany) 5-0
e Defeated Janusz Gortat (Poland) 5-0

e Defeated Sixto Soria (Cuba) RSC 3

2.36.4 After boxing

During the 1990s, Spinks worked for Frontier Martial-
Arts Wrestling, winning its world title in 1992 mak-
ing him the only man to hold titles in both boxing and
wrestling.[! In the late 1990s, Spinks was a headliner on
year-round, touring autograph shows.

In 2009 Spinks was featured as part of the 2009 docu-
mentary Facing Ali, in which notable former opponents
of Ali speak about how fighting Ali changed their lives.

As of 2012, Spinks lives in Columbus, Nebraska. He told
a reporter his life is “comfortable”, and that he keeps a
low profile.!

“I love helping the kids,” he says. He loves being a hero
to them and he also still loves working a room.!®/

2.36.5 Personal life

His son, Cory Spinks, held the undisputed welterweight
title and was the International Boxing Federation Junior
Middleweight champion in 2006-2008.

In 1990, his son, Leon Calvin, was shot to death in East
St. Louis as he was driving home from his girlfriend’s
house. Leon Calvin, 19, was a light heavyweight boxer
who had turned pro the month before his murder.

2.36.6 See also

e List of heavyweight boxing champions
e List of WBC world champions

e Notable boxing families
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2.36.8 Further reading

e Florio, John; Shapiro, QOuisie (2013). One Punch
from the Promised Land: Leon Spinks, Michael
Spinks, and the Myth of the Heavyweight Title. Lyons
Press. p. 279. ISBN 978-0-7627-8300-7.

2.36.9 External links

e Professional boxing record for Leon Spinks from
BoxRec

e Leon Spinks’” Amateur Boxing Record

2.37 Larry Holmes

For the politician and activist, see Larry Holmes (ac-
tivist).

Larry Holmes (born November 3, 1949) is an American
former professional boxer. He grew up in Easton, Penn-
sylvania, which gave birth to his boxing nickname, the
“Easton Assassin”.

Holmes, whose left jab is rated among the best in box-
ing history,!! was the WBC heavyweight champion from
1978 to 1983, The Ring magazine champion from 1980
to 1985, and the IBF champion from 1983 to 1985. He
made 20 successful title defenses,'?'¥) placing him third
all time, behind only Joe Louis at 25 and Wladimir KI-
itschko at 22. He is also one of only five men—along
with Joe Frazier, Ken Norton, Leon Spinks and Trevor
Berbick—to defeat Muhammad Ali.

Holmes won his first 48 professional bouts, including vic-
tories over Earnie Shavers, Ken Norton, Muhammad Ali,
Mike Weaver, Gerry Cooney, Tim Witherspoon, Carl
Williams and Marvis Frazier, and fell one short of match-
ing Rocky Marciano's career record of 49—0 when he lost
to Michael Spinks in 1985. Holmes retired after losing a
rematch to Spinks, but made repeated comebacks, and
was unsuccessful in three further attempts (against Mike
Tyson, Evander Holyfield and Oliver McCall) to regain
the title, the last in 1995. Holmes fought for the final
time in 2002 and ended with a career record of 69—6.14!
He is frequently ranked as one of the greatest heavy-
weights of all time!®! and has been inducted into both
the International Boxing Hall of Fame and World Box-
ing Hall of Fame.

2.37.1 Early life

Holmes was the fourth of twelve children born to John
and Flossie Holmes. When the family moved to Easton
in 1954, Holmes’ father went to Connecticut, where he
worked as a gardener until his death in 1970. He visited
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his family every three weeks. “He didn't forsake us,” said
Flossie Holmes. “He just didn't have anything to give.”
The family survived on welfare.

To help support his family Holmes dropped out of school
when he was in the seventh grade and went to work at a
car wash for $1 an hour. He later drove a dump truck and
worked in a quarry.[®!

2.37.2 Amateur boxing career

When Holmes was nineteen, he started boxing. In his
twenty-second bout, he boxed Duane Bobick in the 1972
Olympic Trials. Holmes was dropped in the first round
with a right to the head. He got up and danced out of
range, landing several stiff jabs in the process. Bobick
mauled Holmes in the second round but couldn't corner
him. The referee warned Holmes twice in the second
for holding. In the third, Bobick landed several good
rights and started to corner Holmes who continued to
hold. Eventually, Holmes was disqualified for excessive
holding.”!

2.37.3 Early boxing career

After compiling an amateur record of 19-3, Holmes
turned professional on March 21, 1973, winning a four-
round decision against Rodell Dupree. Early in his career
he worked as a sparring partner for Muhammad Ali, Joe
Frazier, Earnie Shavers, and Jimmy Young. He was paid
well and learned a lot. “I was young, and I didn't know
much. But I was holding my own sparring those guys,”
Holmes said. “I thought, 'hey, these guys are the best, the
champs. If I can hold my own now, what about later?""

Holmes first gained credibility as a contender when he
upset the hard-punching Earnie Shavers in March 1978.
Holmes won by a lopsided twelve-round unanimous deci-
sion, winning every round on two scorecards and all but
one on the third. Holmes’s victory over Shavers set up a
title shot between Holmes and WBC Heavyweight Cham-
pion Ken Norton in Las Vegas, Nevada on June 9, 1978.

2.374 WBC Heavyweight Champion -
Holmes v Norton

The fight between Holmes and Norton was a tough, com-
petitive fight. After fourteen rounds, all three judges had
the fight scored dead even at seven rounds each. Holmes
rallied late in the fifteenth to win the round on two score-
cards and take the title by a split decision.[®!

In his first two title defenses, Holmes easily knocked out
Alfredo Evangelista and Ossie Ocasio. His third title de-
fense was a tough one. On June 22, 1979, Holmes faced
future WBA Heavyweight Champion Mike Weaver, who
was lightly regarded going into the fight sporting an unin-
spiring 19-8 record. After ten tough rounds, Holmes
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dropped Weaver with a right uppercut late in round
eleven. In the twelfth, Holmes immediately went on
the attack, backing Weaver into the ropes and pound-
ing him with powerful rights until the referee stepped in
and stopped it. “This man knocked the devil out of me,”
Holmes said. “This man might not have had credit before
tonight, but you'll give it to him now.”(®!

Three months later, on September 28, 1979, Holmes had
a rematch with Shavers, who got a title shot by knock-
ing out Ken Norton in one round. Holmes dominated the
first six rounds, but in the seventh, Shavers sent Holmes
down with a devastating overhand right. Holmes got up,
survived the round, and went on to stop Shavers in the
eleventh.!!

His next three defenses were knockouts of Lorenzo
Zanon, Leroy Jones, and Scott LeDoux.

On October 2, 1980, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas,
Holmes defended his title against Ali, who was com-
ing out of retirement in an attempt to become the first
four-time World Heavyweight Champion. Holmes dom-
inated Ali from start to finish, winning every round on
every scorecard. At the end of the tenth round, Ali’s
trainer, Angelo Dundee, stopped the fight. It would be
Ali’s only loss without “going the distance” for a judges’
decision."%! After the win, Holmes received recognition
as World Heavyweight Champion by The Ring magazine.

Ali blamed his poor performance on thyroid medica-
tion that he had been taking, claiming that it helped him
lose weight (he weighed 217%2, his lowest weight since
he fought George Foreman in 1974), but it also left him
drained for the fight.!!]

Holmes seemed to show signs of regret, or at least sad-
ness, in punishing Ali so much during the fight. He ap-
peared in a post fight interview with tears in his eyes as he
was asked why he was crying, replying that he respected
Ali “awhole lot” and “he fought one of the baddest heavy-
weights in the world today, and you cannot take credit
from him.”!?!

After eight consecutive knockouts, Holmes was forced
to go the distance when he successfully defended his ti-
tle against future WBC Heavyweight Champion Trevor
Berbick on April 11, 1981. In his next fight, two months
later, Holmes knocked out former Undisputed World
Heavyweight Champion Leon Spinks in three rounds. On
November 6, 1981, Holmes rose from a seventh-round
knockdown (during which he staggered into the turn-
buckle) to stop Renaldo Snipes in the eleventh.

Holmes vs. Cooney

Main article: Larry Holmes vs. Gerry Cooney

On June 11, 1982, Holmes defended his title against
Gerry Cooney, the undefeated #1 contender and an Irish-
American. The lead up to the fight had many racial
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overtones. Holmes said that if Cooney wasn't white,
he wouldn't be getting the same purse as the cham-
pion (Both boxers received $10 million for the bout).!**!
Although Cooney tried to deflect questions about race,
members of his camp wore shirts that said “Not the White
Man, but the Right Man.”!!3! In their fight previews,
Sports Illustrated and Time put Cooney on the cover, not
Holmes. President Ronald Reagan had a phone installed
in Cooney’s dressing room so he could call him if he won
the fight. Holmes had no such arrangement. Lastly, box-
ing tradition dictates that the champion is introduced last,
but the challenger, Cooney, was introduced last.!'3!

The bout was held in a 32,000 seat stadium erected in a
Caesar’s Palace Parking lot, with millions more watching
around the world. After an uneventful first round, Holmes
dropped Cooney with a right in the second. Cooney came
back well in the next two rounds, jarring Holmes with his
powerful left hook. Holmes later said that Cooney “hit
me so damned hard, I felt it—boom—in my bones.”(!4!
Cooney was tiring by the ninth, a round in which he had
two points deducted for low blows. In the tenth, they
traded punches relentlessly. At the end of the round, the
two nodded to each other in respect.['*! Cooney lost an-
other point because of low blows in the eleventh. By then,
Holmes was landing with ease. In the thirteenth, a bar-
rage of punches sent Cooney down. He got up, but his
trainer, Victor Valle, stepped into the ring and stopped
the fight.l'4]

After the fight, Holmes and Cooney became close
friends. 1 4015]

Trouble with the WBC

Holmes’ next two fights were one-sided decision wins over
Randall “Tex” Cobb and ex-European champion Lucien
Rodriguez. On May 23, 1983, Holmes defended his ti-
tle against Tim Witherspoon, the future WBC and WBA
Heavyweight Champion. Witherspoon, a six to one un-
derdog and with only 15 professional bouts to his name,
surprised many by giving Holmes a difficult fight. Af-
ter twelve rounds, Holmes retained the title by a disputed
split decision.'"®! Boxing Monthly named it one of the ten
most controversial decisions of all time.

On September 10, 1983, Holmes successfully defended
the WBC title for the sixteenth time, knocking out Scott
Frank in five rounds. Holmes then signed to fight Marvis
Frazier, son of Joe Frazier, on November 25, 1983. The
WBC refused to sanction the fight against the unranked
Frazier. They ordered Holmes to fight Greg Page, the
#1 contender, or be stripped of the title. Promoter Don
King offered Holmes $2.55 million to fight Page, but the
champion didn't think that was enough. He was making
$3.1 million to fight Frazier and felt he should get as much
as $5 million to fight Page.[!”!

Holmes had an easy time with Frazier, knocking him out
in the first round.['8! The following month, Holmes re-
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linquished the WBC championship and accepted recog-
nition as World Heavyweight Champion by the newly
formed International Boxing Federation.!'"!

2.37.5 1IBF Heavyweight Champion

Holmes signed to fight Gerrie Coetzee, the WBA Cham-
pion, on June 15, 1984 at Caesar’s Palace. The fight
was being promoted by JPD Inc., but it was canceled
when Caesar’s Palace said the promoters failed to meet
the financial conditions of the contract. Holmes was
promised $13 million and Coetzee was promised $8 mil-
lion. Even after cutting the purses dramatically, they
still couldn't come up with enough financial backing to
stage the fight.?) Don King then planned to promote the
fight, but Holmes lost a lawsuit filed by Virginia attor-
ney Richard Hirschfeld, who said he had a contract with
Holmes that gave him right of first refusal on a Holmes-
Coetzee bout. Holmes then decided to move on and fight
someone else.!!

On November 9, 1984, after a year out of the ring,
Holmes made his first defense of the IBF title, stopping
James “Bonecrusher” Smith on a cut in the twelfth round.
In the first half of 1985, Holmes stopped David Bey in
ten rounds for his 19th title defense. His next against
Carl “The Truth” Williams was unexpectedly tough. The
younger, quicker Williams was able to out-jab the aging
champion, who was left with a badly swollen eye by the
end of the bout. Holmes emerged with a close, and dis-
puted, fifteen-round unanimous decision.

On September 21, 1985, Holmes stepped in the ring look-
ing to equal Rocky Marciano's 49-0 career record and
to make his twentieth successful title defense. His op-
ponent was looking to make history as well. After win-
ning the undisputed championship at light heavyweight,
Michael Spinks decided to move up in weight and try to
become the second fighter after Bob Fitzsimmons to win
titles at both light heavyweight and heavyweight. It would
be Spinks whose historical destiny would be fulfilled, al-
beit controversially, as he defeated Holmes via unani-
mous decision to become the first reigning light heavy-
weight champion to win the heavyweight title.”?! After
the fight, a bitter Holmes said, “Rocky Marciano couldn't
carry my jockstrap.”

Holmes had a rematch with Spinks on April 19, 1986.
Spinks retained the title with a disputed fifteen-round
split decision. The judges scored the fight: Judge Joe
Cortez 144-141 (Holmes), Judge Frank Brunette 141-
144 (Spinks) and Judge Jerry Roth 142144 (Spinks.)!?3!
In a post-fight interview with HBO, Holmes said, “the
judges, the referees and promoters can kiss me where
the sun don't shine—and because we're on HBO, that’s
my big black behind.”?*

On November 6, 1986, three days after his 37th birthday,
Holmes announced his retirement.!?!
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2.37.6 Comebacks

Main articles: Mike Tyson vs. Larry Holmes, Ray
Mercer vs. Larry Holmes and Evander Holyfield vs.
Larry Holmes

On January 22, 1988, Holmes was lured out of retire-
ment by a $2.8 million purse to challenge reigning Undis-
puted World Heavyweight Champion Mike Tyson. Tyson
dropped Holmes in the fourth round with an overhand
right. Holmes got up, but Tyson put him down two more
times in the round, and the fight was stopped. It was the
only time Holmes would be knocked out in his lengthy
career. After the fight, Holmes once again retired.!*¢!

Holmes returned to the ring in 1991 and became a much
more active fighter, usually fighting on USA Tuesday
Night Fights cards every few weeks against up and comers
and journeymen. After five straight wins, he fought Ray
Mercer, the undefeated 1988 Olympic Gold Medalist, on
February 7, 1992. Holmes pulled off the upset and won
by a twelve-round unanimous decision.!””! The win got
Holmes a shot at Evander Holyfield for the Undisputed
World Heavyweight Championship. On June 19, 1992,
Holyfield defeated Holmes by a twelve-round unanimous
decision.??!

On April 8, 1995, he fought Oliver McCall for the WBC
title. Holmes lost by a close twelve-round unanimous de-
cision. Two of the judges had him losing by only one
point, while the other judge had him losing by three
points.?*!

Holmes was back in the ring five months later, resuming
the pace he had set since his comeback. However, an ag-
ing former champion was growing tired of the sport and,
after he fought and knocked out Anthony Willis in June
1996 on another USA boxing event, Holmes announced
that unless he received a shot at the title, the fight against
Willis was likely to be his last.

On January 24, 1997, Holmes got one last opportunity to
fight for a heavyweight championship when he traveled
to Copenhagen to fight undefeated International Boxing
Organization champion Brian Nielsen. Nielsen won by
a twelve-round split decision to retain the International
Boxing Organization title.*!

Holmes and George Foreman signed to fight on January
23, 1999 at the Houston Astrodome. Foreman called off
the fight several weeks before it was to take place because
the promoter failed to meet the deadline for paying him
the remaining $9 million of his $10 million purse. Fore-
man received a nonrefundable $1 million deposit, and
Holmes got to keep a $400,000 down payment of his $4
million purse.!)

Holmes’ next two fights were rematches with old foes. On
June 18, 1999, he stopped “Bonecrusher” Smith in eight
rounds,®?! and on November 17, 2000, he stopped Mike
Weaver in six.[3
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Holmes in Beaufort, South Carolina in 2010.

Holmes’ final fight was on July 27, 2002 in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia. He defeated Eric “Butterbean” Esch by a ten-round
unanimous decision.*#!

2.37.7 Honors

Holmes was inducted into the International Boxing Hall
of Fame in 2008.1%!

2.37.8 Life after boxing

Holmes invested the money he earned from boxing and
settled in his hometown of Easton. When he retired from
boxing, Holmes employed more than 200 people through
his various business holdings. In 2008, he owned two
restaurants and a nightclub, a training facility, an office
complex, a snack food bar and slot machines.?®! Holmes
currently co-hosts a talk show What The Heck Were They
Thinking 7137

In 2014, Holmes sold his business complex in Easton to
business entrepreneur Gerald Gorman. 38!

In 2016 Larry Holmes guest starred as himself in an
episode of the Mike Tyson Mysteries titled “Unsolved
Situations”.
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2.37.9 Personal life

Larry Holmes married his wife, Diane, in 1979. Together
they have had two children, Kandy Holmes and Larry
Holmes Jr.*) He has two brothers, Robert Holmes and
Mark Holmes.

2.37.10 Professional boxing record

2.37.11 See also

o List of heavyweight boxing champions

e List of WBC world champions
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2.37.13 External links

e Larry Holmes Official Web Site

e Larry Holmes fight-by-fight career record at
About.com

e Professional boxing record for Larry Holmes from
BoxRec

e Bio — file profile QA with Larry Holmes at Boxin-
ginsider.com

2.38 Trevor Berbick

Trevor Berbick (August 1, 1954 — October 28, 2006)
was a boxer who was the WBC heavyweight champion of
the world in 1986. He won the title from Pinklon Thomas
via a 12-round unanimous decision, and lost it in his first
defence to a 20-year-old Mike Tyson, via a 2nd-round
TKO. He was the last man to fight Muhammad Ali, win-
ning a 10-round unanimous decision in Nassau, Bahamas
on December 11, 1981.

2.38.1 Biography
Early life

He was born on August 1, 1954 in Norwich, Port Anto-
nio, Jamaica.

Amateur career

At 21, Berbick represented his native Jamaica in the 1976
Summer Olympics in Montreal, Quebec, Canada as a
heavyweight boxer, despite having had only 11 prior am-
ateur bouts. His lack of experience was plainly evident
as he lost to the eventual silver medalist, Mircea Simon
of Romania. However, he still displayed a lot of promise
as a young heavyweight boxer. He lost a decision to fu-
ture heavyweight champion Michael Dokes in the Pan-
Am semifinals.

Professional career

Berbick left Jamaica after the Olympics. He opted to
stay in Canada and fight professionally out of Montreal
and Halifax. He won his first 11 fights (10 by knockout)
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before suffering his first pro loss to another rising con-
tender, Bernardo Mercado, on April 3, 1979. As an am-
ateur, Berbick had soundly beaten Mercado. However,
with 10 seconds remaining in the first round of their only
professional meeting, Berbick walked into a punch and
was knocked out cold. Nevertheless, he remained in con-
tention for the heavyweight title.

A 1980 upset of ex-champ John Tate (9th round KO)
secured a title shot against Larry Holmes on April 11,
1981, but Berbick lost a 15-round unanimous decision.
In his second fight after the loss, he beat 39-year-old
Muhammad Ali in the final fight of Ali’s career.

In 1982 he beat undefeated prospect Greg Page, and in
1984 he moved to Miramar, Florida and signed with pro-
moter Don King. Wins over undefeated Mitch “Blood”
Green and David Bey scored him another title fight, and
he won the WBC world heavyweight title by upsetting
Pinklon Thomas with an easy unanimous decision on
March 22, 1986. However, his reign as champion would
be brief.

On November 22, in his first defense of the title, Berbick
took on Mike Tyson, who was looking to break Floyd
Patterson's record and become, at the age of twenty,
the youngest ever heavyweight champion. In the second
round, Tyson dropped Berbick with a quick knockdown.
Berbick was quickly overwhelmed by his opponent and
late in the round, he went down again. The champion
rose to his feet, but immediately stumbled backward and
fell back to the canvas. Berbick tried twice more to make
it to his feet but fell both times, and referee Mills Lane
stopped counting and waved the fight off to end Berbick’s
reign as champion.

Along with Larry Holmes, Berbick is one of only two
men in professional boxing history to have fought both
Muhammad Ali and Mike Tyson.

In 1991, he went to the UWFI in Japan to fight Nobuhiko
Takada in a “boxer vs. wrestler” bout. Berbick claimed
that he had been double-crossed and that he had expected
the fight to be like American kickboxing, but it turned
out that the rules allowed Takada to kick Berbick below
the belt. Berbick refused to mount any offense, instead
repeatedly complaining to the referee as Takada kicked
him repeatedly in the legs. Takada claimed victory by
default when Berbick exited the ring.!!]

Afterwards, his career deteriorated further. He eventu-
ally fought his last bout in 2000 against Canadian jour-
neyman Shane Sutcliffe, winning a 12-round unanimous
decision. Afterwards, a CAT scan revealed a blood clot
in his brain and his boxing license was revoked. His fi-
nal professional record was 49 wins (33 by knockout), 11
losses, and 1 draw.
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2.38.2 Outside the ring

Berbick was a preacher at the Moments of Miracles Pen-
tecostal church in Las Vegas.

Troubles with the law

Berbick was arrested on a number of occasions through-
out his life and was sentenced in Florida to 5 years in
prison for sexually assaulting his children’s babysitter in
1992. He served 15 months. In 1997, he violated his
parole and was deported from the United States.

Feud with Larry Holmes

Berbick had a well-publicized feud with Larry Holmes,
whom he fought in the ring in 1981. Their feud culmi-
nated in a public confrontation and brawl in 1991, which
was caught on tape. After a verbal altercation indoors,
Berbick was outside complaining about being kicked and
punched by Larry Holmes when Holmes climbed atop a
parked car and launched himself at Berbick. The footage
ends as the two are separated by police and others.[*!

Retirement

He retired in Florida to be with his wife and four chil-
dren (he had three children with his first wife in Mon-
treal) and started to train boxers at Kenny Barrett’s Gym
in Tamarac, Florida. Berbick’s problems escalated. He
was again deported from the U.S. on December 2, 2002.

Murder

On October 28, 2006, Berbick was murdered at a church
in Norwich, Jamaica by an assailant wielding a 2-inch-
thick (51 mm) steel pipe. He suffered multiple blows to
the head and died at the scene."”!

Police arrested two men, one of whom was Berbick’s 20-
year-old nephew Harold Berbick,*! in connection with
the murder. They were interrogated at the Port Antonio
police station in Portland as of early in the morning of Oc-
tober 29.1! Local residents indicated that the suspect was
involved in a land dispute with Berbick.' On Novem-
ber 3 it was reported that Berbick’s nephew, 20-year-old
Harold Berbick, and an unidentified 18-year-old man had
been charged with his murder by Jamaican police.[”! On
December 20, 2007, Harold Berbick was found guilty of
the murder of his uncle. His alleged accomplice, Ken-
ton Gordon, was found guilty of manslaughter. Both
were sentenced on January 11, 2008.131 Harold Berbick
was sentenced to life in prison; Kenton Gordon was sen-
tenced to fourteen years in prison.!”! He was buried at the
Berbick Family Plot Norwich Portland, Jamaica
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2.38.3 In popular culture

Berbick is briefly portrayed as the ghost of Trevor Berbick
in the “Ultimate Judgment Day” episode of Mike Tyson
Mysteries.

2.38.4 Professional boxing record
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NSR, Gwernol, Tone, Cornellrockey, Nshumeyko, Wasted Time R, Barrettmagic, YurikBot, Drdisque, RussBot, Sandradool, Pburka,
WAvegetarian, Severa, Anonymous editor, ArcTheLad, Pigman, Chris Capoccia, Nettyboo, Stevecov, Dkostic, Max 2000, RadioFan2
(usurped), Argentino, Tenebrae, Gaius Cornelius, Rabasolo, Morphh, Wimt, Cunado19, Gillean666, Anomalocaris, TheGrappler, En-
gineerScotty, Petmal, Shanel, Muntuwandi, Fizan, Golfcam, Wiki alf, Pagrashtak, Bachrach44, Obarskyr, LaszloWalrus, Grafen, That-
dog, Badagnani, Jaxl, Welsh, Sekhui, Jakash, Wrightchr, Howcheng, LiamE, Patchyreynolds, Irishguy, Retired username, Midas touch,
Whirling Dervishes, Bigpad, RFBailey, Dputig07, PhilipO, Larry laptop, Pyroclastic, PhilipC, Ezeu, Froth, RattBoy, Mckyj57, Tonyl,
Bucketsofg, Aaron Schulz, Khonsali, Vlad, CDA, DeadEyeArrow, Psy guy, Bota47, Jeremy Visser, ColinFine, DRosenbach, Xpclient, Ad-
nghiem501, Mosartap, Nlu, User27091, Wknight94, Metallion, Xabian40409, FF2010, PTSE, Lt-wiki-bot, Imaninjapirate, Nachoman-au,
J. Van Meter, Teiladnam, Shakehandsman, Nikkimaria, Projectphp, Jwissick, EveningStar, CapitalLetterBeginning, QzDaddy, BorgQueen,
MaNeMeBasat, GraemeL, Peyna, Shawnc, Kevin, AchimP, Anclation~enwiki, RenamedUser jaskldjslak904, Ringzer, Flowersofnight,
ArielGold, Garion96, David Biddulph, Mrblondnyc, Katieh5584, Junglecat, Jonathan.s.kt, Eduardo Lirani, Gone999, NeilN, Maxamega-
1on2000, PRehse, Philip Stevens, Patiwat, NiTenIchiRyu, Wallie, Masonbarge, Jaysscholar, One, Entheta, Conman33, Sycthos, Cumbi-
agermen, Yvwv, Attilios, Neier, SmackBot, YellowMonkey, Cassandro, Caydel, Moeron, Davepape, Bad carpet, Captainzob, Aiman ab-
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majid, Person man345, KnowledgeOfSelf, Waqas.usman, CSZero, Unyoyega, Pgk, C.Fred, Jim62sch, Sue Anne, Jagged 85, Davewild,
W. Arnold Holmes, Scionic, Matthuxtable, Stifle, Dwanyewest, Delldot, Eskimbot, Rojomoke, Moorezilla, Masterv88, Jab843, PJM,
Frymaster, Kintetsubuffalo, Herbm, Edgar181, Alsandro, Evanreyes, Taz Manchester, SmartGuy Old, Gaff, Kudzul, UngstnableTruth,
Macintosh User, Gilliam, Ohnoitsjamie, Hmains, Betacommand, SteveO, Quadratic, Sportsmedia, ERcheck, XxAvalanchexX, Transkar,
Sveika, Marc Kupper, J.Steinbock, Clampton, Chris the speller, Master Jay, Bluebot, Yankees76, Keegan, Rogerthat, Invader05, Per-
sian Poet Gal, Stimpy9337, Theone256, Sirex98, BabuBhatt, Ehhviin, Caissa’s DeathAngel, Anchoress, Fluri, Deli nk, Wallah96, Gamjc,
Darius Dhlomo, Dustimagic, Xaxxon, DHN-bot~enwiki, Fromgermany, Kabri, Mkamensek, Worthawholebean, RuthlessOne, Rcbutcher,
Starbuck-2, Gracenotes, Jeremyjgray, Chris Barrus, GoodDay, Sct72, Theneokid, Scwlong, George Ho, Zsinj, Camillus McElhinney,
Famspear, Trekphiler, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, Sardak, Jahiegel, Frap, OrphanBot, Minorj47, Kanabekobaton, Onorem, Racklever,
Thisisbossi, TheKMan, XQ fan, TKD, BarryTheUnicorn, Hippo43, Pevarnj, Darwin’s Bulldog, Kittybrewster, Kcordina, Impactplayer,
FreakyFlyBry, Calbaer, Khoikhoi, Brainhell, Pepsidrinka, Joshua 70448, Krich, The Moving Finger Writes, Sweetalkinguy, Check-Six,
Jaimie Henry, Edude, E. Sn0 =31337=, Hateless, K72ndst, Nakon, Savidan, Johncmullen1960, Akulkis, TedE, Nick125, RaCha'ar, Bul-
lytr, SnappingTurtle, Mr.Morose, Joshuaxls, Aragorn501, Maxwahrhaftig, IrisKawling, Fkehar, Derek R Bullamore, SlackMuft1n, Gu-
juguy, SteveHopson, Andrew ¢, BinaryTed, Peteforsyth, Jklin, Wizardman, Chan Kok Hooi, Kotjze, Rmfitzgerald50, Audioiv, Mitchumch,
Joeyramoney, ChaChaFut, Bdushaw, Pilotguy, Ohconfucius, Glacier109, Will Beback, Deepred6502, Kkailas, Michael David, ThurnerRu-
pert, SashatoBot, Nishkid64, Baby16, Rory096, Coasttocoast, Harryboyles, Icelandic Hurricane, Zahid Abdassabur, Sambot, Dunkerya,
Kuru, Quarm, John, Thedon 16, AmiDaniel, Kurt000, Jaffer, Gobonobo, CPMCcE, Park3r, A Different World, Tim bates, Sir Nicholas de
Mimsy-Porpington, Butko, Breno, Edwy, Yarrik, Merchbow, Minna Sora no Shita, Bezenek, Mgiganteus1, NYCJosh, Jmcneill2, Aleenf1,
Weather Man, Chris 42, Bssc81, Syrcatbot, Anand Karia, The Man in Question, Mare Nostrum, The Bread, Slakr, Phbasketball6, Dav-
emcarlson, Noah Salzman, SQGibbon, Tchilp, Waggers, Khadar52793, Ryulong, Halagah, TPIRFanSteve, Seblini, Andrwsc, Zapvet,
NinjaCharlie, Charlesfahringer, Amitch, Lionelxhutz, Ceboxer16, The-Pope, TJ Spyke, Rabble Rouser, Mabersold, Ginkgo100, Levineps,
Iridescent, Spebudmak, Icelandic Clementine, The Giant Puffin, Fmon, Joseph Solis in Australia, Rufusgriffin, JoeBot, Blakegripling
ph, UncleDouggie, Twas Now, Cls14, Cbrown1023, Pimlottc, Dp462090, Beno1000, T. Wong, Hokeman, Color probe, Gil Gamesh,
Chris Lo, Courcelles, Anger22, License2Kill, Clay, Tawkerbot2, Dlohcierekim, Projection70, Fdssdf, De mortuis..., CuriosityCosby,
EddieAtari, Triumph Sisyphus, Vitriden, JForget, Macca7174, KyleGardiner, Anthony22, Betaeleven, CmdrObot, Tanthalas39, Paul-
vallee, Mattbr, Suto, Sir Vicious, Chrisbang, Jcooper 91, Tuio, Cyrus XIII, SupaStarGirl, Timthepenguin, Ozymandias, Banedon, DeLarge,
Basawala, Dochandorris, Iamcuriousblue, Essoft, Ferdiaob, ShelfSkewed, Casper2k3, Longshot.222, Chicheley, Myasuda, Yorkerhudd,
J-boogie, Friznap290, Hallor, Cydebot, Kanags, Andreasegde, Reywas92, Treybien, Perfect Proposal, Kinofist, Chubbub, Chitetskoy,
MKil, Gogo Dodo, Travelbird, Red Director, Khatru2, Sullivan9211, JFreeman, Akwinga, Flowerpotman, Frostlion, Dark567, ST47,
Shacks110, A Softer Answer, Scolanator, AlexanderLevian, Pascal. Tesson, Scooteristi, Bobo12345, 63x927is58401, Studerby, Tectar,
Srajan01, Tawkerbot4, Wikipidian, The tj all the way, Ameliorate!, Ssilvers, DonFB, Guyinblack25, After Midnight, Sabertooth, Omi-
cronpersei8, The-pessimist, Nugneant, Vincenzoworm, Gimmetrow, Gundamforce, DaBears34, Sassi Punnu, Afioranza, FrancoGG, Se-
icer, JamesAM, Thijs!bot, Epbr123, Daa89563, Dancey2, Barticus88, Spiked415, Tthaas, Qwyrxian, Jmg38, Rileydutton, TonyTheTiger,
Davidelit, TOOCOOL, Tobz1000, Family von stennett, West Brom 4ever, John254, Neil916, SGGH, TheTruthiness, MainlyTwelve, Tellyad-
dict, Brett Dunbar, JustAGal, CaseyY, Phoe, Miller17CU94, CharlotteWebb, Drugsbunny, Rukmo, Binarybits, MichaelMaggs, Oosh,
Eleuther, Matt3, Mentifisto, Somnabot, DeathRattle101, AntiVandalBot, RobotG, Cmg402, Majorly, Luna Santin, MetaManFromTomor-
row, Voyaging, Quintote, Prolog, Gebrial, AaronY, Aruffo, ABCxyz, Hopiakuta, Manushand, Modernist, THEunique, Crispus, Outsid3r,
Aaronhumes, Bassman2000, Myanw, WillyK999, Caper13, Rbb 1181, Mwprods, Kariteh, Melonseed, JAnDbot, SuperLuigi31, MER-
C, Wwb, AP.BOT, Stellmach, Endlessdan, Sophie means wisdom, Limelighta, Herman Downs, RainbowCrane, East718, ResurgamlII,
Rothorpe, Knowpedia, WAJWAIJ, Y2kcrazyjoker4, LittleOldMe, SiobhanHansa, Wasell, Wildhartlivie, Jj0786, Magioladitis, Engine
Gone Loco, VoABot II, AuburnPilot, RBBrittain, Scanlan, Hullaballoo Wolfowitz, Kuyabribri, Hasek is the best, Vintagekits, Ringwork,
Khalidkhoso, Gabe1972, Akanosina, Wabernat, Froid, Brusegadi, Bwelsher, Rowsdower45, KConWiki, EliteMike, Wayman975, Pen-
guinJockey, Animum, Cgingold, Kate@outofthefog.info, Zetterberg40, Cyktsui, Ali'i, Mtd2006, User86654, Eqdoktor, Renamed user
272g566z1s1gzlh1725z, Mike Searson, Trevgreg, LorenzoB, P.B. Pilhet, Bmccrae, FiNch420, Spellmaster, Too Cool, PassionoftheDa-
mon, DerHexer, UnseemlyWeasel, Jrwesq, Edward321, TheRanger, Xtifr, Edton, Greenguy1090, FisherQueen, Hdt83, Mmoneypenny,
Naohiro19, Rettetast, Mike6271, Guyzo997, Averross, CommonsDelinker, AlexiusHoratius, Johnpacklambert, Djmal2, Brain Rodeo,
RockMFR, Slash, Gazza63, DandyDan2007, Slogsweep, Tlim7882, EscapingLife, Altes, G unit soljah, Spoonman.au, Athaenara, True-
CRaysball, Alexmeske, Rickybrit053, Jerry, JohnShep, Dave Dial, Ian.thomson, GoldenGloves17, Michael Dolan, Speednwhisky, Gzkn,
Minderbinder~enwiki, Littlebum2002, Dispenser, Bijanc, DrDisco, BrokenSphere, Apachegila, Coolbrook76, DarkFalls, Dracula790,
Skier Dude, Stewbear, Knowledgeboyl01, AntiSpamBot, RoboMaxCyberSem, Plasticup, Marty Rockatansky, Krasniy, Belovedfreak,
Gangstamynizzle, NewEngland Yankee, SJP, Malerin, Arabinator, JHeinonen, Everydayboredom1980, Mufka, Btk111, Bekind, Kidlittle,
Quitano, Phelix06, Action Jackson IV, Rodney21a, Atama, Golemarch, Jevansen, Vanished user 39948282, Jon Doh, Thesoftbulletin82,
Fishcough, Guyzero, Hadja99, FrankEldonDixon, Mcaleppo86, Jarry1250, Wikipeterproject, Pusiek, Varnent, Peter42y, Thismightbezach,
ThePointblank, Fighterforjc, Hassanaskia, Malik Shabazz, VolkovBot, Gamer112, Masaruemoto, Jeff G., Indubitably, Oklaird, Alexandria,
Tithonfury, Jazz-Fox, Harrower123, Katydidit, Ai4ijoel, VanishedUser sdu9asdsopasdadsa, MuhammadAus, CART fan, Eskew, Union
jack 1821, Xk31thx, Rasillon, Nharewp, Philip Trueman, Animesouth, Moviefan1960, DJDonegal, TXiKiBoT, Mercurywoodrose, Bt-
nikk, Jay115, KevinTR, Java7837, Devilxhlywood, GroveGuy, Liltuck93, Aliwikigirl, Obafgkm, Dj thegreat, Rei-bot, Guillaume2303,
OliviaandMo, KSA13, Jerareyes, Nrswanson, Unclebaby, CoJaBo, Gerrish, Sean D Martin, Bikram rana, Arnon Chaffin, Terence7, Crock-
ernaught11, Angel 850, Robert 2302, Azglahal, Melsaran, Dfutter, Jayavarmanl, Bitsko, Cerebellum, CanOf Worms, VoiceofreasonO1,
Dlae, Eidetic Man, Hbrady, DAK4Blizzard, Cremepuff222, Gibson Flying V, Henryodell, Maxim, Mr.NorCal55, Kenokewl, Greswik,
Semaj27119, Kaikhosru, Clintville, Number87, Gareth m81, Entirelybs, Brianga, Wikipipi, Mega programmer~enwiki, Ellomate, Cora-
bal, SWO Mike, Runewiki777, EmxBot, Orbital5566, Menegus123, Georgeofthejunglel, SieBot, Biographyfan, Coffee, MuzikJunky,
TIRC, YonaBot, Moonriddengirl, WereSpielChequers, Rumble74, Jauerback, Lemonflash, Caltas, Xymmax, Lucasbfrbot, SuzannelAM,
Keilana, Yankees10, Dwane E Anderson, Indubiousbattle, Messagetolove, Oda Mari, EverybodyHatesChris, JetLover, Bihunit, Thisisno-
tatest, Marylandstater, Oxymoron83, Jack1956, KathrynLybarger, SimonTrew, Koreanjason~enwiki, Mothkilla, Halcionne, Kumioko (re-
named), Ivan1984, Athlete manl 1, Dravecky, Correogsk, NameThatWorks, Spartan-James, Janggeom, Gorrrillla5, DaDrought3, Rotovia,
Hamiltondaniel, Realm of Shadows, Paulinho28, Moonside, Button1357, Duffy2032, Jons63, Josephkarthic, Escape Orbit, RomanSed-
lak, HairyWombat, Beemer69, BeansNCheese, ImageRemovalBot, RockyAlley, Faithlessthewonderboy, Rb9, ChOs3n, HugeYokozuna,
DreamsAreMadeOf, Martarius, Ppmteam, Metlslime, Sethacus, ClueBot, Brookelittle, Avenged Eightfold, PipepBot, Kennvido, Kotniski,
Wikievil666, All Hallow’s Wraith, WikiNerd31, Newzild, Fribgilt, FBoxluv, Mattgirling, Byzantine74, Wraithful, Parkjunwung, Gaia
Octavia Agrippa, Powerofjuju, Shark96z, Farolif, Grouf, Drmies, WanderingFool, Eldade, Cia014, Black Shadows, Sfpesq, Arial561,
Shadowsfallxx1, JTBX, Boing! said Zebedee, Mark667, Mezigue, WildCherry06, The.azza, CounterVandalismBot, Luisztdt, Sgouveia,
Niceguyedc, Mnbvcxzxcvbnmnbvexz, Aliencheese, Workdarnit, OccamzRazor, Mtndrums, Ottawahitech, P. S. Burton, Khaosxxx, Rock-
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fang, Radiusny, 718 Bot, Chocolatedon2k3, MindstormsKid, F-402, Brewcrewer, Champ2007, BeeDotTee, Duanemthomas, Josephade,
Excirial, Naerii, Philipbutterworth, Robbie098, Gchuva, Mark Emeric, Viper veral, TheGreenEditor, Camel toer10111, Gregglbk, Coin-
manj, Fep70, Mad Tinman, A7mady, Jotterbot, Charleschen1, Jwking, MalcolmLittle, 7&6=thirteen, Cassiusmarcellusclay, HaiderAli786,
Trevoreatspie, Redthoreau, Carriearchdale, John Paul Parks, Goldentouchunol, Jdpsoccerwhiz, Akeboshi, WolffReik, Yomybro, Chester
polarbear, 'Arry Boy, KurtScribe, Indopug, AbrahamCat, Hypebuster, Cavermo, DumZiBoT, Rz rahman, Local hero, Sapiens23, Crazy
Boris with a red beard, AlanM1, Jax 0677, AuntFlo, Underbelly 50, Nathan Johnson, Boyd Reimer, World’s coolest guy, Jovianeye,
MaxPride, Wikiuser100, Dthomsen8, Sant731, Ost316, Marty2Hotty, Doc9871, Ciesielk, Kimberlylove, Vianello, Mountdrayton, Dislo-
catedthumb, Good Olfactory, Wavej4, Kbdankbot, Andrewrstevens, Addbot, Jf821, Andrewsthistle, Offenbach, Jafeluv, DOI bot, Jo-
jhutton, ClaudioProductions, Itsme55, Wulf Isebrand, Landmaster, Dkv8505, Mac Dreamstate, WikiEditor50, Daemin, Lihaas, An-
dersBot, CUSENZA Mario, ChenzwBot, LinkFA-Bot, Bob K31416, Joey136, Ieditrandom, Soppakanuuna, Tassedethe, Numbo3-bot,
Bigzteve, VASANTH S.N., Alan16, Lightbot, Al3xil, Bluebusy, Sionnach, Liam1985, Mps, Legobot, Luckas-bot, MileyDavidA, Yobot,
JJARichardson, Ptbotgourou, Atty jdrew, MonticelloMark, Angel ivanov angelov, Nallimbot, Hansihippi, Wheeler0152, Ayrton Prost,
Fernandosmission, Southgater, Shachnal979, Backslash Forwardslash, AnomieBOT, Larrytheleprechaun, Aniish72, Rubinbot, Shane-
jwb, Llywelynll, Materialscientist, Citation bot, Kasaalan, Dorchard, Eskandarany, GB fan, Quebec99, V35b, Xqgbot, Slykidel7, Ja-
yarathina, Deenhaja, TinucherianBot II, Jbruin152, Spkonner, Wperdue, Nasnema, Mrc1028, Tad Lincoln, Srich32977, Wikix90, Cham-
plax, Markell West, Mynameinc, GrouchoBot, Mario777Zelda, Omnipaedista, Foreverprovence, GorgeCustersSabre, Joupic 54, Yurilein,
RibotBOT, Alan.A.Mick, [, Bertan1311, Gerntrash, Kabbour, MerlLinkBot, Little grape, Eugene-elgato, Learner001, Herbert-
MMarx, Tabledhote, Joaquin008, Plot Spoiler, Ymron, Philipmj24, Hushpuckena, Tonsdon, FrescoBot, TonyPew, Tobby72, KrissyPope,
DinajGao, Noloop, Klonk, Oneforfortytwo, AncientObserver, Purge Watcher, Flanker0007, Citation bot 1, Hariboneagle927, Hardassteel,
Tinton5, Jorgicio, Fixer88, Ezelee, Zabadinho, Aca Srbin, AustralianMelodrama, Spirituscanis, Jauhienij, Theburn77, Cnwilliams, Kgrad,
FoxBot, TobeBot, Trappist the monk, Diblidabliduu, Pollinosisss, DiegoMoney, Couplal, UrukHaiLoR, Basetornado, Rhgrimes, Be-
goon, Doc Quintana, Inferior Olive, ACSpaulding, Abie the Fish Peddler, Sostene, BoxingExperts, Canuckian89, Papaursa, IRISZOOM,
Wik90, Some Wiki Editor, Tbhotch, Reach Out to the Truth, Spursnik, Sunshineisles2, Ernestogon, Onel5969, Technophant, RjwilmsiBot,
Poro789, AFineHog, Bossanoven, Steve03Mills, EmausBot, Yggdrasilius, WikitanvirBot, JCRules, Gnative, Grytpype-Thinne, Steveielts,
Faolin42, 142 and 99, Robert LeBlanc, Bt8257, Jim Michael, Shaunthered, Mattymall, Evanh2008, Sepguilherme, AvicBot, ZéroBot, II-
legitimate Barrister, Liquidmetalrob, MightyArchangel, Yhasan, NathanielTheBold, Davykamanzi, Iwanttoeditthissh, Cdg2sfo, Steffaville,
TheAmericanizator, Natt39, Gidtanner, StasMalyga, Someone65, ErratumMan, Jesanj, Bjermaine, A, Brandmeister, Monarawila, Big-
CoolGuyy, BBrad31, Parusaro, Mentibot, Ihardlythinkso, GermanJoe, HandsomeFella, ProGene, Spicemix, ChrisMorris1234, Sul6an.jr,
Jxraynor, Mayan302, Slickmoves, LM2000, Neohertz, Niten Doraku, Heysford, CrazyAces489, 19michael1990, Colapeninsula, Barrel-
Proof, Joefromrandb, Proscribe, Frietjes, Baseballstar9916, Jdperkins, Devotedness, TH3 UND3RTAK3R, Vincelord, Timrobwall, Dylan-
Bald, North Atlanticist Usonian, Timmy43, Jahalive, Hamed 47, Helpful Pixie Bot, Rockchalk717, Joshyco, Regulov, Carlodellora, Wiki-
foryou82, BG19bot, Neptune’s Trident, Begman4, Oliveralbq, Username7212345, HIDECCHIO01, Friezer, Andreyheavy2311, Titwood,
BizarreLoveTriangle, Blackdoom?77, Dainomite, Masterturner, The Almightey Drill, MythosMagic, DPL bot, RadicalRedRaccoon, Super-
dopaless, Wikiz876, MelanieB2, JasmineBitsy, Fotoriety, MisterMorton, Srlacount, Deezy.D., BattyBot, Illoverussia, Sander.v.Ginkel, Gua-
naco55, Pendragon5, Aepl3, FranciscoFWPerez, Teammm, Cyberbot II, Soulbust, YFdyh-bot, Khazar2, Launchpadx, Saber79, BadMan-
goTrip, Winkelvi, TheSifisoNader, MichaelKalantaryan, BoxingGoMan, Suerte007, Dexbot, TKreuz, Jagg511997, Ottomanist, Charles
Essie, Mymis, Mogism, Basketball677, Clarificationgiven, Cerabot~enwiki, MrKnowSomethings 82, Jowhuang, Berudagon, Periglio, Rob-
bierangers, TDKR Chicago 101, Harpo2008, Aero777, Edmobbin, 93, Donnowin1, Mfwnoface, 069952497a, Hillbillyholiday, Dean5407,
Pincrete, CoffeeWithMarkets, Ekips39, Faizan, Wikix645, Venustar84, TahitiBlue, Rautard, Dwscomet, Lindenhurst Liberty, B14709,
Flat Out, ArmbrustBot, Jhw3107, MontyCircus, Pietrol3, Mandruss, MrLinkinPark333, Kind Tennis Fan, FirdausGupte, PDGPA, Eri-
cEnfermeroMobile, NazariyKaminski, Ithinkicahn, CaseyPenk, 1982vdven, Only truth remains, SnoozeKing, Spp8912, Ejaz92, Carlos
Rojas77, Monkbot, Tostr, Pacbradley2, Prisencolin, Mkbngr, Cphwb556, Upjav, R3troguy420, Kinfoll1993, ClassicOnAStick, Golden-
Boy25, RyanTQuinn, DangerousJXD, Alinematzadeh, Cagey Slim, Godsy, BlueRedPurpleGreen, SquidHomme, Amccann421, KasparBot,
Asad ullah ibn adam, EternalNomad, Zopherov, EnigmaLord515, Limitless undying love, Amax1701, HenryMP02, Neve-selbert, Fivedit,
Firebrace, EggsInMyPockets, Rhys stewart93, Paffylikescake, BluJayPJ, Lorenzo9378, Ninefive6, Granville Anderson, Pacphobia, Too
Small a Fish to Fry and Anonymous: 1512

o Tunney Hunsaker Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tunney_Hunsaker?oldid=704925507 Contributors: Sjorford, Dale Arnett, Jack-
son008, Matt Gies, Stevietheman, Necrothesp, Bobo192, Grutness, Canadian Paul, BD2412, Koavf, Durin, Revel00, Mcsweet, The
Rambling Man, TexasAndroid, Drdisque, Irishguy, West Virginian, SmackBot, Herostratus, Bluebot, A. B., Famspear, Ser Amantio di
Nicolao, Fuzzy510, Egpetersen, Bitmapped, Minesweeper.007, Mdrummey, Runewiki777, LarRan, ClueBot, Mild Bill Hiccup, PollShark,
XLinkBot, RogDel, Jojhutton, Lightbot, Yobot, Guy1890, AnomieBOT, L E Holland5 1, Materialscientist, RjwilmsiBot, ClueBot NG, Dru
of Id, Tinyvibha, Dpzzr600, Two-Fisted Tales, Raoul Sterling, Monkbot, Stephen"Zap”, KasparBot and Anonymous: 22

e Herb Siler Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herb_Siler?oldid=715795534 Contributors: Rpyle731, Stevietheman, SmackBot, Ser
Amantio di Nicolao, Waacstats, GrahamHardy, Guillaume2303, PollShark, Addbot, Jojhutton, JackieBot, Writelotspaynone, Dofftoubab,
Alonso de Mendoza, Jesse V., Crimson Cherry Blossom, RjwilmsiBot, The Original Filfi, KasparBot and Anonymous: 5

e Jim Robinson (boxer) Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Robinson_(boxer)?0ldid=717691466 Contributors: Stevietheman, Ben-
der235, Woohookitty, Koavf, Yankees76, Colonies Chris, GoodDay, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Jkaharper, Cydebot, Magioladitis, Con-
normah, Waacstats, Shortride, Farolif, Niceguyedc, PollShark, Addbot, Glane23, AnomieBOT, RockJuno, Gourami Watcher, Rjwilmsi-
Bot, GoingBatty, BabbaQ, ClueBot NG, Dpzzr600, FranciscoF WPerez, The Original Filfi, KasparBot and Anonymous: 7

o Willi Besmanoff Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willi_Besmanoff?0ldid=716673777 Contributors: Stevietheman, Alaney2k, Ve-
gaswikian, EveningStar, PRehse, SteveO, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Cydebot, Michig, Waacstats, Tommieboi, Belovedfreak, PollShark,
Yngvadottir, AnomieBOT, Full-date unlinking bot, RjwilmsiBot, Newraven, The Original Filfi, KasparBot and Anonymous: 2

e Sonny Banks Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sonny_Banks?0ldid=706059148 Contributors: Stevietheman, Rich Farmbrough, Still-
notelf, Robert K S, Stevenplunkett, Drdisque, Buldozer, SmackBot, Zyxw, ERcheck, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Fuzzy510, Timtrent, Cyde-
bot, Epbr123, MER-C, Jackboogie, RoboMaxCyberSem, Marty Rockatansky, German.Knowitall, LarRan, Parkwells, PixelBot, PollShark,
RogDel, Addbot, Yobot, KDS4444, RjwilmsiBot, Wikipelli, Tholoana23, ChrisGualtieri, 1982vdven, The Original Filfi, KasparBot and
Anonymous: 8

o Archie Moore Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archie_Moore?0ldid=723266919 Contributors: AntonioMartin, Vudujava, Sannse,
Topbanana, Dale Arnett, RedWolf, Hcheney, DocWatson42, Kapow, Bobblewik, Stevietheman, R. fiend, D6, Hayford Peirce, Rich Farm-
brough, Bender235, Sc147, Jnestorius, Art LaPella, Bobo192, Rje, Idleguy, Alansohn, Maya Levy, Pcpcpe, Ibebl, Woohookitty, Pat-
Gallacher, GregorB, BD2412, Vegso~enwiki, Kbdank71, Rjwilmsi, Koavf, The Deviant, FlaBot, Losecontrol, RussBot, Golfcam, Jaxl,
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Robinson_(boxer)?oldid=717691466
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willi_Besmanoff?oldid=716673777
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sonny_Banks?oldid=706059148
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archie_Moore?oldid=723266919
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EveningStar, PRehse, Eaglizard, Discordanian, BoxingNut83, Chris the speller, Bluebot, Colonies Chris, A. B., SmilingFace, Sashato-
Bot, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Makyen, Davemcarlson, WilliamJE, Billy Hathorn, Anthony22, CmdrObot, AmadeoV, Cydebot, Burgw-
erworldz, MKil, Thijs!bot, MikeH0714, John254, JustAGal, Escarbot, RobotG, Alphachimpbot, Matthew Fennell, Michig, Fischkopp,
MegX, .anacondabot, Jackboogie, Waacstats, Fabrictramp, Virginia Dutch, MurderOne, Velocicaptor, JamesR, Monkeyzpop, Little Pro-
fessor, Skier Dude, Larochela, Ladymongoose, Deor, Aymatth2, Msw1002, Logan, TIRC, Khaoesmith, Yankees10, Kumioko (renamed),
ReenaMarieMoore, ImageRemovalBot, ClueBot, Plastikspork, EoGuy, Clinton Baptiste, Foofbun, Robbie098, AuthorAuthor, Fep70,
Thingg, DumZiBoT, Fightdane, PollShark, Boleyn, Wikiuser100, TFBCT1, Addbot, Leszek Jariczuk, Tassedethe, Numbo3-bot, Light-
bot, OlEnglish, Qkowlew, Luckas-bot, 72whiner, AnomieBOT, Andy Bjornovich, Materialscientist, Citation bot, The Banner, Jburlinson,
Garkeith, Zooplankton1972, Foreverprovence, Blubro, Plasticspork, Trappist the monk, Tbhotch, Crimson Cherry Blossom, Steve03Mills,
Meesher, Fe, Bjermaine, Autodidactl, ClueBot NG, Shadoolaw, 19michael1990, Helpful Pixie Bot, Cornishgame, AviBrigada, Max-
Payne888, TheShadowCrow, DPL bot, Srlacount, Fep1970, User738413, BoxingGoMan, VIAFbot, Two-Fisted Tales, Leetodo, NottNott,
Stamptrader, Monkbot, Pacbradley2, Jwstump city heights, SadiqShady, Lux ex Tenebris, Vincenzo1612, Amarhayer97, Johnnyboy755,
KasparBot, Fightfan2, Mrgumballmachine, GregK123 and Anonymous: 106

Doug Jones (boxer) Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doug_Jones_(boxer)?0ldid=713061330 Contributors: Oddharmonic, Stevi-
etheman, Bender235, GregorB, Koavf, Alaney2k, Nettyboo, Closedmouth, EveningStar, PRehse, SmackBot, Ser Amantio di Nicolao,
Alaibot, Waacstats, Coolkider, Belovedfreak, Juliancolton, Pxma, Mild Bill Hiccup, Leontios, SteelMariner, PollShark, Wikiuser100, Ad-
dbot, Yobot, Fraggle81, Ulric1313, Tomwsulcer, Calmer Waters, Full-date unlinking bot, Dxar, Callingdogsofthunder, RjwilmsiBot, John
of Reading, Unreal7, Username7212345, The Original Filfi, GLG GLG, KasparBot and Anonymous: 12

Henry Cooper Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Cooper?oldid=721864222 Contributors: Derek Ross, Deb, Ewen,
Anekcanasp, John K, Zoicon5, Samsara, Secretlondon, Lumos3, Dale Arnett, Chrism, JB82, JackofOz, Bob Palin, Andycjp, Popefau-
vexxiii, TonyW, Ukexpat, D6, Bender235, CanisRufus, Sfahey, Adambro, Ruszewski, Hesperian, Storm Rider, Halsteadk, Wikidea,
Pcpepe, Woohookitty, BlankVerse, Exxolon, Tapir2001, RichardWeiss, DavidCane, Rjwilmsi, Ligulem, MarnetteD, FlaBot, The Ram-
bling Man, Wavelength, Quentin X, Osomec, RussBot, LiamE, Irishguy, Bigpad, PRehse, Philip Stevens, Neier, SmackBot, Britannicus,
Dweller, Hux, State of Love and Trust, Lion King, Rutld001, Hmains, SteveO, Ephraim33, Bluebot, DStoykov, Lusanders, Darius Dhlomo,
Colonies Chris, A. B., Leftism, lanmacm, Cashpot, Bretonbanquet, Xdamr, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Mr Stephen, DI12000, Sasaki, Cyde-
bot, Jackyd101, Rab V, Vera, Chuck & Dave, Nalvage, IXIA, Dalliance, Paste, Kbthompson, IrishPete, Bigjimr, Giftednumber10, MegX,
Rothorpe, Demophon, Hullaballoo Wolfowitz, Waacstats, Markafcb, MartinBot, STBot, Keith D, J.delanoy, Bongomatic, MG291, Fruit-
Monkey, RoboMaxCyberSem, Student7, Pawnkingthree, AndrewJFulker, Egghead06, Wiseman?75, Kyle the bot, Refsworldlee, Monopo-
lize~enwiki, Oshwah, CanOf Worms, Drappel, Sdts, AlleborgoBot, Cjc13, Graham Beards, Kingbird1, Jimbo online, Winchelsea, Mateusz
Opasiriski, A. Carty, Sue Wallace, Jack1956, Dposte46, PipepBot, Jonsecliff, Fep70, Cenarium, Muro Bot, 7, 'Arry Boy, Rossen4, DumZ-
iBoT, PollShark, Boleyn, XLinkBot, RogDel, Good Olfactory, Addbot, Ronhjones, Cst17, The C of E, Tassedethe, Ehrenkater, Tide rolls,
Alanl6, Lightbot, Zorrobot, Sammypepys, Pointerl, Luckas-bot, Yobot, Fraggle81, Rioblen, Ayrton Prost, AnomieBOT, lexecl, Ul-
ric1313, Materialscientist, Citation bot, Trap The Drum Wonder, Prunesqualer, Little grape, Cekli829, Kembb001, Masterknighted, Over-
against, Anthony Winward, Felipito1.966, RjwilmsiBot, Hamsta96, Rayman60, Super48paul, GoingBatty, Jim Michael, Mr.Apples2010,
ZéroBot, Matthewcgirling, Jali2 1, Tutaishy, Unreal7, Brocach, Brudger, Taocouvia, Subrata Roy, Slickmoves, ClueBot NG, MelbourneStar,
Doh5678, Dalexwats, Widr, Helpful Pixie Bot, Nrstein, Cathedral30, LoekKress~enwiki, TheShadowCrow, JoshuSasori, SD5bot, Mogism,
RetardedRHINO, VIAFbot, Harpo2008, MaybeMaybeMaybe, Eagleash, Duckduckstop, Bl1tzkrieg1940, Monkbot, It’sabeautifulmorning,
The Original Filfi, KasparBot, JorisEnter and Anonymous: 152

Sonny Liston Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sonny_Liston?0ldid=723622310 Contributors: AxelBoldt, Derek Ross, Mav, Gareth
Owen, Hephaestos, AntonioMartin, Edward, Malcohol, Zoicon5, Stormie, Sjorford, Robbot, Dale Arnett, RedWolf, Moncrief, Premedi-
tated Chaos, JackofOz, Mattflaschen, Ndorward, Matt Gies, JamesMLane, DocWatson42, Marius~enwiki, Varlaam, Mboverload, Jilland-
Jack, Edcolins, Junkyardprince, Stevietheman, Chowbok, Utcursch, Bumm13, Arcturus, Adashiel, Squash, D6, O'Dea, Rich Farmbrough,
YULB9YYZ, Bender235, The Iconoclast, Hn, Ruszewski, Alansohn, Maya Levy, AarHan3, Ashley Pomeroy, Wtmitchell, RainbowOfLight,
Kurivaim, Nicknack009, Blaxthos, Dismas, CranialNerves, Ibebl, The JPS, Woohookitty, Biso, FeanorStar7, JarlaxleArtemis, Jpers36,
Cruccone, Hailey C. Shannon, Slocombe, BartBenjamin, Zzyzx11, Brendanconway, Anson2995, Moulinette, Jacob Finn, Rjwilmsi, Veg-
aswikian, Andrew Spinner, Bubba73, Scapone, Titoxd, FlaBot, Ground Zero, Choess, Gareth E. Kegg, Bgwhite, YurikBot, Wavelength,
ChrisP2K5, ArcTheLad, Stalmannen, SluggoOne, Pseudomonas, Stco23, Golfcam, Jredwards, Stheman, Skinnerbird, SM, Wknight94,
Deville, Nezperci, Rms125a@hotmail.com, Josh3580, Mrblondnyc, PRehse, Vulturell, SmackBot, Herostratus, Jagged 85, Dyslexic ag-
nostic, Gilliam, Ohnoitsjamie, Hmains, Betacommand, SteveO, Transkar, Chris the speller, Bluebot, Yankees76, Questors, Anchoress,
Joenad, CSWarren, Wikipediatrix, A. B., Gyrobo, GoodDay, H Bruthzoo, Ketlan, Frap, Rrburke, New World Man, Sweetalkinguy, Oan-
abay04, Bullytr, Derek R Bullamore, Runcorn, Glacier109, G-Bot~enwiki, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Teneriff, BHC, Dumarest, Mgigan-
teus1, BillFlis, Davemcarlson, Krestinky02, Citicat, Khan3817, HelloAnnyong, Kcchia80, WilliamJE, Iridescent, Joseph Solis in Aus-
tralia, JHP, Twas Now, Majora4, Hokeman, Jontomkittredge, FairuseBot, Nsfreeman, Croctotheface, Anthony22, Ale jrb, Xanderer,
Mreleganza, Asc85, Ferdiaob, Penbat, Porterhse, Cydebot, MKil, Chrishans, Kernel8008, Soetermans, Asenine, Chris Henniker, After
Midnight, Bflood, JamesAM, Thijs!bot, Epbr123, Barticus88, TheActuary, Hugbear, Fnerchei, SummerPhD, Frultbat, AaronY, Manus-
hand, Feedthecat, Mark Shaw, Kelvinator, Rothorpe, Severo, QuizzicalBee, Jackboogie, Phantomspeed, Waacstats, Nyttend, Bubba hotep,
Purslane, Cloudz679, Abebenjoe, MartinBot, CliffC, Keith D, Daguerio, R'n'B, CommonsDelinker, Coolkider, J.delanoy, WikiBot, Uncle
Dick, Pavelegorov~enwiki, Sundin, WarthogDemon, Newt43, Elrossco, Skier Dude, Hobobo, Citizen Dick, RoboMaxCyberSem, Heero
Kirashami, Cometstyles, Golemarch, Bradw2006, Brookingsbook, Tttecumseh, SoCalSuperEagle, Terrykeel, Thismightbezach, Cardi-
nalDan, Oufan199, Wiseman75, Jeff G., Xanderkreig, Katydidit, Kyle the bot, TXiKiBoT, Oshwah, Vertige~enwiki, Kolst8406, Dwmr,
Bmg916, Steven J. Anderson, CanOf Worms, Semaj27119, Bashereyre, Plutonium27, Meters, Y, MikebyersO1, Apeshade, LilZim, Flonto,
SieBot, RHodnett, Frans Fowler, Jrm2007, Senor Cuete, NameThatWorks, Realm of Shadows, Paulinho28, Escape Orbit, ImageRe-
movalBot, Dlrohrer2003, Namani to short, ClueBot, Newzild, Drmies, Uncle Milty, Luisztdt, Freddyfan, 718 Bot, DragonBot, Gold-
enGoose 100, Mandtplatt, Southdit, Anthony Robbins, Draggleduck, Mad Tinman, MickMacNee, Arjayay, Kaiba, Thingg, Biicherwiirm-
lein, DumZiBoT, Terriblefish, Tocca, Good Olfactory, Addbot, Queenmomcat, Tom Ketchum, Fluffernutter, Mac Dreamstate, Download,
Favonian, William (The Bill) Blackstone, Tide rolls, Imaquiz, Lightbot, The history nut, Galloping Ghost U of I, Legobot, Luckas-bot,
Yobot, Goredsox791, Miklu521, MonticelloMark, Reallmmablogger, Gongshow, Joekid, Ayrton Prost, Icarky, AnomieBOT, Materi-
alscientist, Citation bot, ArthurBot, LilHelpa, Colinpendred, DSPORTS, Tiller54, Garkeith, GrouchoBot, Theujac, GorgeCustersSabre,
NobelBot, FrescoBot, Cjt13002, Misterpinfold, Vermeer 69, Mrlpodz, Pinethicket, Eden Thinker, Serols, Orenburgl, Diblidabliduu,
RogerCGl, Overagainst, Vrenator, Simon8699, Seahorseruler, Silversatellite, Crimson Cherry Blossom, RjwilmsiBot, Akira Kouchiyama,
AFineHog, Bossanoven, Becritical, John of Reading, T3dkjn89q00vI02Cxplkqs3x7, Gogophergo, Jim Michael, Shearonink, CheeseS-
takeholder, Fireyumyum, Dcfb111, Redbone360619, Helpsome, ClueBot NG, Serasuna, 19michaell990, Rtucker913, Joefromrandb,


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doug_Jones_(boxer)?oldid=713061330
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Cooper?oldid=721864222
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sonny_Liston?oldid=723622310
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Gabriel.c.drummond.cole, Sbennett372, ScottSteiner, Widr, Jamestyrons, Jahalive, Helpful Pixie Bot, Balanceasia, BG19bot, Aukashl,
Piguy101, RogersMU, Razbarry, TheShadowCrow, Careulmagic, Cyberbot II, Gareth beta wales, Umangupasham, Josho.black, Michael-
Kalantaryan, BoxingGoMan, Dexbot, VIAFbot, Magnolia677, Mgoblue4398, Duhast500, SnoozeKing, Vieque, Jmomo14, BethNaught,
AJMno410, RefDr, S0JKT50, Ragomego, RG1951, Sonny Patterson, Karl Twist, Tidewater 2014, Kymako, Gophhh, KasparBot, Redi-
torgill, Johhnyhuskey082701, Prinzparsifal777, Francojeni, MichaelAlexander23 and Anonymous: 464

o Floyd Patterson Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Floyd_Patterson?oldid=721138664 Contributors: Gareth Owen, Deb, Hephaestos,
AntonioMartin, Liftarn, Wapcaplet, Stan Shebs, Nikai, Jengod, RickK, Wik, Zoicon5, Robbot, Dale Arnett, Jredmond, Ektar, Naddy,
JackofOz, Cobaltbluetony, JillandJack, Stevietheman, Chowbok, Antandrus, D6, Pak21, Bender235, Deicas, Bobo192, Gatta, Rje,
Mareino, Knucmo?2, Bigtoe, Alansohn, Maya Levy, CranialNerves, Pcpcpe, Ibebl, HowardW, Wikix, Rjwilmsi, Koavf, Lockley, Billy-
Breen, Brighterorange, The wub, FlaBot, Djrobgordon, Gurch, RobyWayne, Zimbabweed, YurikBot, Drdisque, ArcTheLad, Golfcam,
Chick Bowen, Jredwards, Aaron Brenneman, JFD, EveningStar, Rms125a@hotmail.com, Alakazam, Benandorsqueaks, PRehse, Aewold,
Zanoni, Neier, SmackBot, C.Fred, Sue Anne, Jagged 85, Stifle, Zyxw, Delldot, Jakz34, Hmains, Betacommand, SteveO, Ephraim33, Tran-
skar, Bluebot, Yankees76, Jprg1966, Clockwisekid, Darius Dhlomo, Recbutcher, GoodDay, Muboshgu, Frap, Sweetalkinguy, EVula, Ser
Amantio di Nicolao, A Different World, IronGargoyle, Rawmustard, Hul2, Otduff, WilliamJE, JoeBot, Majora4, Courcelles, JForget, An-
thony22, NickW557, Bocianski, Cydebot, Jack O'Lantern, MKil, Josephusrex, Guyinblack25, Thijs!bot, Epbr123, Tthaas, RIchard Fearn,
RobotG, Dr. Submillimeter, Barek, Rothorpe, Magioladitis, VoABot II, Gerry D, Mr-phil, PassionoftheDamon, EyeSerene, HOT L Balti-
more, Keith D, PrestonH, Pavelegorov~enwiki, Komowkwa, Skier Dude, BoxingWear, RoboMaxCyberSem, Jonas kam, Thismightbezach,
GrahamHardy, VolkovBot, EchoBravo, TXiKiBoT, Obafgkm, Justinm704, Plutonium27, Cw6165, Foremanfan, Hyp3rdr1v3, Dannycali,
Yankees10, CutOff Ties, Derbyborn, Lightmouse, Numaiu, MasahiroHayamoto, NameThatWorks, StaticGull, GCETaylor, DreamsAre-
MadeOf, The Thing That Should Not Be, Newzild, Clinton Baptiste, Mild Bill Hiccup, WildCherry06, Luisztdt, Bl1966, Trivialist, 718
Bot, Time for action, Conehed, Sun Creator, Fep70, XLinkBot, Sant731, MaryAnn68, Good Olfactory, Addbot, Suddenly There Is a
Valley, Peench639, Jojhutton, Mac Dreamstate, Debresser, Lightbot, DK4, Ben Ben, Luckas-bot, Yobot, Ayrton Prost, AnomieBOT, Ma-
terialscientist, Citation bot, Ptkday, GrouchoBot, Cresix, Philipmj24, KabulVet, Obituarist, Citation bot 1, DrilBot, Pmokeefe, Full-date
unlinking bot, RjwilmsiBot, EmausBot, We hope, Bjermaine, Willthacheerleader18, ClueBot NG, 19michael1990, Delaywaves, Jamesty-
rons, Ramborobban, TheShadowCrow, SD5bot, MichaelKalantaryan, BoxingGoMan, Dexbot, Sponfreer, Mogism, Sport and politics,
VIAFbot, ScardinoPrinting, AKS.9955, Cleancutkid, Gophhh, KasparBot, Gorge1234, MattyMetalFan, Katelyn922, RainbowBounce,
JohnKhaliq12345 and Anonymous: 255

o George Chuvalo Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Chuvalo?0ldid=723629022 Contributors: Jimfbleak, Julesd, Maximus
Rex, Jose Ramos, Indefatigable, Bearcat, Dale Arnett, RedWolf, David Gerard, Centrx, Fudoreaper, Curps, Stevietheman, Tsemii, D6,
YULBIYYZ, Shanes, Wayfarer, Alansohn, Wtmitchell, TommyD, Kitch, Mahanga, Pcpcpc, Woohookitty, Ted Wilkes, Mayumashu,
Alaney2k, NekoDaemon, YurikBot, Tetsuo, Tonyl, GeorgeC, Shyam, PRehse, SmackBot, Moeron, SteveO, Yankees76, Thumperward,
Colonies Chris, Rcbutcher, GoodDay, JudahH, Badgerpatrol, Wizardman, Garywill, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Khazar, Rigadoun, Iron-
Gargoyle, Malau, TPIRFanSteve, Scorpion0422, Toddsschneider, Courcelles, FinFangFoom, Cold water, Cydebot, MKil, Josephusrex,
Jameboy, Matt1978, Erich Schmidt, Nick Number, Big Bird, Freddiem, RobotG, Hopiakuta, MER-C, PhilKnight, CTF83!, Waacstats,
Boffob, Spellmaster, Tdreher, Xowfmp, FruitMonkey, SaskatchewanSenator, RoboMaxCyberSem, VolkovBot, HoosierdaddE, GarBlast,
Walor, Vanished user ikijeirw34iuaeolaseriffic, Gibson Flying V, Rumble74, Umrguy42, Retromies, ClueBot, All Hallow’s Wraith, Xox-
omabel, Wiki libs, Asjtb2, Floull, XLinkBot, AuntFlo, 2mrchio, Kbdankbot, Santasa99, Addbot, Johnboywalton71, Jhuhn, Atomicred,
Digby scallops, Luckas-bot, Yobot, Aradic-es, AnomieBOT, Ulric1313, Materialscientist, Xgbot, Wiistenfuchs, Ranger2000, Trut-h-
urts man, Stefanzi, Stankic74, Wbcleafs, Douglas W. Jones, D'ohBot, DrilBot, B3t, Alonso de Mendoza, Rushbugled13, RjwilmsiBot,
Akira Kouchiyama, IvanGNR, EclecticEnnui, Immunize, Miketanis, Wikipelli, Mr.Apples2010, Josve05a, TyA, Jchelios, BWZelley,
Beebeel7, Jxraynor, Slickmoves, ClueBot NG, 19michael1990, Baseball Watcher, MauchoEagle, BG19bot, Kaltenmeyer, R McQuade,
FoxCE, Asd36f, Mogism, Fromthevaults, VIAFbot, Kevin12xd, Cap77, Everymorning, Michael denmons, 1982vdven, Spp8912, Drf322,
Dragodol, Vaselineeeeeeee, Rajeevanm, Dusterduster, KasparBot, JohnKhaliq12345 and Anonymous: 162

e Brian London Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brian_London?0ldid=707691927 Contributors: Deb, Stevietheman, Ellsworth, D6,
Alansohn, RJFJR, Tvgeek, Woohookitty, BD2412, Rjwilmsi, FlaBot, PRehse, SmackBot, Herostratus, Hmains, SteveO, Runcorn, Ser
Amantio di Nicolao, Mr Stephen, Andrwsc, DI2000, Amalas, Cydebot, Tthaas, Lwcstud53, Itsmejudith, Paste, Tangerines, DShamen,
Carlos1975, MER-C, Rothorpe, Waacstats, KavJack, Keith D, Standingfish, One Night In Hackney, Luckers, Dposte46, Escape Orbit,
Newzild, FootieAnorak, Fep70, PollShark, Addbot, Roy Kelly, Daicaregos, Rjohnmurray, Luckas-bot, EileenFlammable, Ulric1313, Dy-
namoDegsy, Full-date unlinking bot, Gracefoo, RjwilmsiBot, Akira Kouchiyama, H311Bot, Helpful Pixie Bot, MaxPayne888, Wikiz876,
BattyBot, Cyberbot II, BoxingGoMan, Vember94, The Original Filfi, KasparBot and Anonymous: 13

e Karl Mildenberger Source:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Mildenberger?oldid=709973854 Contributors: ~ Stevietheman,
‘Woohookitty, RussBot, Stheman, Lec CRP1, Appleseed, GoodDay, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Cydebot, Shirulashem, Jackboogie,
Waacstats, FruitMonkey, RoboMaxCyberSem, Jevansen, Terrykeel, Dposte46, PollShark, Addbot, Cocoruff, Lightbot, Luckas-bot,
GrouchoBot, DefaultsortBot, Full-date unlinking bot, Jesse V., RjwilmsiBot, Mr.Apples2010, 19michael1990, The Original Filfi,
KasparBot, Patscleve87 and Anonymous: 7

o Cleveland Williams Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleveland_Williams?o0ldid=715450406 Contributors: Dp, Niteowlneils, Stevi-
etheman, Bumm13, Rich Farmbrough, YUL89YYZ, LindsayH, Bobo192, Pcpcpc, Ibebl, GregorB, Graham87, Denkc, RussBot, Stheman,
Nicholas Perkins, PRehse, Thaagenson, Frap, TornVictor, Nishkid64, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Cydebot, MKil, Tawkerbot4, MER-C,
‘Waacstats, RoboMaxCyberSem, Mufka, Meters, BOTijo, TJRC, Rumble74, GorillaWarfare, Newzild, Mild Bill Hiccup, Niceguyedc, Pix-
elBot, PollShark, XLinkBot, Addbot, Jojhutton, Lightbot, Luckas-bot, Cottonshirt, Georgejdorner, Dancingdestroyer, Foreverprovence,
RjwilmsiBot, Peace is contagious, Kobalt064, Mark Arsten, Wikiz876, Webclient101, Cleveland Williams, The Original Filfi, KasparBot
and Anonymous: 30

e Ernie Terrell Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernie_Terrell?0ldid=703986816 Contributors: PBS, David Gerard, Everyking,
Michael Devore, JillandJack, Stevietheman, Chowbok, D6, Bender235, B Touch, TheParanoidOne, Vanished user kasjqwii3km4tkid, Maya
Levy, Lectonar, Angelic Wraith, Pcpcpe, Koavf, FlaBot, RobyWayne, Raider Duck, UNCCTF, Jaxl, Dissolve, Caerwine, EveningStar,
SmackBot, SteveO, A. B., VirtualSteve, Nixeagle, Sweetalkinguy, Wizardman, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Fuzzy510, WeggeBot, Cydebot,
MKil, Gonzo fan2007, Dr. Blofeld, Osnap50, Ghmyrtle, J-stan, East718, Connormah, Vintagekits, Watermint, Gabe1972, Waacstats,
DoSiDo, Pavelegorov~enwiki, A Nobody, Belovedfreak, Blueronin, Kyle the bot, Euicho, DerbyCountyinNZ, TubularWorld, ClueBot,
Dorkinglad, WanderingFool, Aryluiz, Draggleduck, Fep70, Cliff 1911, Addbot, Jarvishunt, Lightbot, Luckas-bot, J04n, EOsteven, Erik9bot,
Full-date unlinking bot, Bonavena, RjwilmsiBot, Xaviersc, ClueBot NG, CactusBot, Fuelscience, CAWYylie, Redsky89, MichaelKalan-
taryan, BoxingGoMan, Sport and politics, VIAFbot, Duckduckstop, Sam Sailor, LawrencePrincipe, KasparBot and Anonymous: 56
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e Zora Folley Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zora_Folley?0ldid=718861914 Contributors: Stevietheman, Bender235, Alansohn,
‘Woohookitty, Miwasatoshi, Rjwilmsi, Koavf, Alaney2k, YurikBot, Golfcam, Stheman, Evrik, PRehse, CRKingston, SteveO, Ohconfucius,
Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Cydebot, MKil, Postcard Cathy, MER-C, Txomin, Magioladitis, Waacstats, Skier Dude, RoboMaxCyberSem,
Kingbird1, Rumble74, Jeremiah Mountain, Kumioko, TailGunnerJoe, Alexbot, PollShark, Marshzoe, Addbot, Mac Dreamstate, Lightbot,
Luckas-bot, Folley9, Citation bot, Douglas W. Jones, Thehelpfulbot, Ishiai, Jonesey95, Full-date unlinking bot, Cnwilliams, Bonavena, Tb-
hotch, RjwilmsiBot, 19michael1990, MaxPayne888, BoxingGoMan, Monkbot, The Original Filfi, Lock580, KasparBot and Anonymous:
21

e Jerry Quarry Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerry_Quarry?oldid=719665577 Contributors: Zoe, Hephaestos, AntonioMartin, Paul
A, Notheruser, Cyan, David Thrale, Zoicon5, Fridland1, Huangdi, Academic Challenger, Bobblewik, Stevietheman, PJR, D6, Xezbeth,
Bender235, Srbauer, TMC1982, Cmdrjameson, Maurreen, Maya Levy, Andrew Gray, Pcpcpe, Ibebl, Woohookitty, Koavf, FlaBot, Russ-
Bot, Nettyboo, Irishguy, MCB, PRehse, SmackBot, C.Fred, Dwanyewest, SteveO, Chris the speller, Yankees76, Rcbutcher, Derek R
Bullamore, Acdx, Matthew hk, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, John, Mabuska, Phuzion, Hul2, DabMachine, Anthony22, CmdrObot, Asc85,
Cydebot, Neurowiki, PYLrulz, Nick Number, Paste, MER-C, Vintagekits, Jackboogie, Waacstats, Jerjets11, JaGa, Brain Rodeo, Neil C,
Coolbrook76, Aboutmovies, Belovedfreak, Zakarial 1, Xanderkreig, TXiKiBoT, Netsumdisc, Wickyp, SlipperyHippo, Lfpaulinyi, Rum-
ble74, FoxLad, Johnanth, NameThatWorks, EoGuy, Niceguyedc, Arjayay, Grebbsy, Cmr08, ZooFari, Addbot, Johnboywalton71, Mac
Dreamstate, TheDarkOneLives, Chzz, Lightbot, AnomieBOT, Ulric1313, DynamoDegsy, LilHelpa, Xqbot, SpaceHistory101, FrescoBot,
Kcedl, DrilBot, Yottie, Dee Denton, Kalmbach, Full-date unlinking bot, Reconsider the static, Bonavena, RjwilmsiBot, Wytzox1, Ly-
ing Lyndon, Slickmoves, 19michael1990, Wimpus~enwiki, BG19bot, FranciscoFWPerez, Cyberbot II, ChrisGualtieri, Khazar2, Jethro B,
Dobie80, BoxingGoMan, Mogism, Franco83gringo, 1982vdven, 50JKT50, Lock580, JohnKhaliq12345 and Anonymous: 106

e Oscar Bonavena Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_Bonavena?oldid=720606661 Contributors: Jmcnally, Rholton, JillandJack,
Stevietheman, Alexf, D6, Bender235, Srbauer, Alansohn, Marianocecowski, Mtiedemann, Grenavitar, Pcpcpc, Woohookitty, Plrk, Ste-
fanomione, Mandarax, Rjwilmsi, Nightscream, Naraht, Sergiol, Phatcat68, YurikBot, Jaxl, Stheman, Nate1481, Mxcatania, Katiech5584,
PRehse, Darius Dhlomo, Colonies Chris, Rebutcher, Famspear, OrphanBot, Onorem, BullRangifer, Matthew hk, Ser Amantio di Nico-
lao, Lucasliso, Fmal2, Jac16888, Cydebot, Damifb, Thijs!bot, Nick Number, Fic-in, DagosNavy, MER-C, Jackboogie, Waacstats, JaGa,
CliffC, CommonsDelinker, RoboMaxCyberSem, VolkovBot, Amikake3, BOTijo, Fhmit, PolarBot, Lightmouse, PbBot, ImageRemoval-
Bot, Gdperrin, SpikeToronto, RogDel, MystBot, Good Olfactory, Addbot, Hubschrauber729, Mac Dreamstate, Lightbot, Vegaswikianl,
Luckas-bot, Yobot, Sherlock4000, AnomieBOT, Georgejdorner, Xgbot, Foreverprovence, Peltirasia, Overagainst, RjwilmsiBot, Dewritech,
‘0 oiotpog, ErratumMan, Xaviersc, Welby99, Helpful Pixie Bot, BG19bot, BoxingGoMan, VIAFbot, 1982vdven, Tressargentos, Samii94,
KasparBot, ElijahKhaliq12345 and Anonymous: 53

o Joe Frazier Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Frazier?oldid=723628999 Contributors: Derek Ross, Timo Honkasalo, Andre En-
gels, William Avery, JDG, Olivier, AntonioMartin, D, Sannse, Seav, Ams80, Theresa knott, Kingturtle, Mcfly85, Efghij, John K, Adam
Conover, RickK, Wik, Topbanana, Robbot, Dale Arnett, Cornellier, Auric, Gidonb, David Gerard, Xyzzyva, DocWatson42, Berasategui,
Gondring, Jason Quinn, Bobblewik, MusiCitizen, Stevietheman, Chowbok, Toytoy, OverlordQ, Jokestress, PFHLai, Yappakoredesho,
RobbieFal, Squash, D6, Ta bu shi da yu, Bender235, Sc147, Lycurgus, TMC1982, Bobo192, Hurricanel11, Func, Richi, Nicke Lill-
troll~enwiki, Scottishneil, Rje, Idleguy, Alansohn, Xalfor, Maya Levy, Ricky81682, Hsmith254, Gene Nygaard, Pcpcpc, Angr, Boothy443,
Woohookitty, Biso, FeanorStar7, Antares33712, FPAtl, Merlinme, PatGallacher, Jpers36, *demon, MONGO, Damicatz, Dysepsion, Sin-
man, RichardWeiss, Graham87, DePiep, Stmoose, Rjwilmsi, Mayumashu, Nightscream, Koavf, Jweiss11, Voretus, Denkc, Yamamoto
Ichiro, BrothaTimothy, FlaBot, Gurch, Czar, Str1977, Bgwhite, Cornellrockey, YurikBot, Pip2andahalf, Fabartus, ArcTheLad, DanMS,
Hydrargyrum, Stephenb, Gaius Cornelius, Flyguy33, Golfcam, Wiki alf, Grafen, Jaxl, LiamE, RFBailey, Danshea, Nlu, Wknight94,
Johnsemlak, Pyronite, Paul Magnussen, Nikkimaria, Jwissick, Cool thing76, JoanneB, Toodiesel, Artdealer1935, Garion96, David Bid-
dulph, Allens, Jonathan.s.kt, Paul Erik, Professor2789, Buldozer, Neier, SmackBot, Hydrogen Iodide, McGeddon, CRKingston, Tharsaile,
Zyxw, Georgef1776, BrickTop, Aksi great, Ohnoitsjamie, Betacommand, SteveO, Transkar, Lesliestng, Chris the speller, Bluebot, Yan-
kees76, Jnelson09, Alan smithee, Al Pereira, The Invisible Man, Fluri, Darius Dhlomo, Rcbutcher, Firetrap9254, GoodDay, H Bruth-
zoo, Frap, OrphanBot, Racklever, Folksong, Milner77, Mr.Z-man, Sweetalkinguy, Escottf, Oanabay04, Thething88, Peteforsyth, Wiz-
ardman, Ohconfucius, Glacier109, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Minna Sora no Shita, Dragonballyee, IronGargoyle, Davemcarlson, Tchilp,
Jackhammer111, Ccuchant2002, Halagah, AEMoreira042281, Scorpion0422, The Drainpipe, TJ Spyke, Norm mit, Otduff, WilliamJE,
Igoldste, Hyperman 42, Courcelles, TreyGreene, Croctotheface, MgHoneyBee, CmdrObot, Angst72, Wafulz, FinFangFoom, Prc85040,
Themightyquill, Cydebot, Future Perfect at Sunrise, Playtime, MKil, Chrishans, Lugnuts, JCO312, Thijs!bot, Epbr123, Marek69, West
Brom 4ever, Miller] 7CU94, Zachary, Nick Number, AntiVandalBot, RobotG, Piggu, Harrisonw, AaronY, David136a, Barek, MER-C,
Endlessdan, Rothorpe, Magioladitis, Connormah, WolfmanSF, VoABot II, Hb2019, RBBrittain, INW, Vintagekits, Rivertorch, Gabe1972,
KConWiki, Fabrictramp, Rgoldberg, MetsBot, Loonymonkey, Mike Searson, Joris, DerHexer, Edward321, Dirtyharry2, Vytal, Edton,
MartinBot, Vigyani, CommonsDelinker, Brain Rodeo, Tgeairn, Dinkytown, J.delanoy, Big Al 1984, Bongomatic, Superstargreetings,
Pavelegorov~enwiki, Creepy Crawler, Schubash, Skier Dude, Fsteddie, Marty Rockatansky, Belovedfreak, Arms & Hearts, Edward
Gray, Royalrec, Wikipeterproject, Halfabeet, Thewavis, Vranak, X!, Sam Blacketer, McNoddy~enwiki, VolkovBot, Rdjere, Wiseman75,
Bovineboy2008, Union jack 1821, TXiKiBoT, Oshwah, Blahaccountblah, Seraphim, Slysplace, Iceveins, Eidetic Man, Cgwink, Albyrne5,
Billinghurst, Enigmaman, Meters, Feudonym, Number87, Typ932, Tttom, Dman1528, BotMultichill, Rumble74, Michaelfool, Yankees10,
Nuttycoconut, AMCKen, Sub619, Dazzie Darry, Vanished user kijsdion3i4jf, Andrew27691, Johnanth, NameThatWorks, Janggeom,
Nn123645, GCETaylor, Escape Orbit, DreamsAreMadeOf, ClueBot, LYOUNGO2, Kennvido, The Thing That Should Not Be, All Hal-
low’s Wraith, Newzild, EoGuy, Nicnitro, Drmies, TheOldJacobite, TBustah, WildCherry06, Niceguyedc, Crying man, LizardJr8, Auntof6,
718 Bot, Sgv 6618, Excirial, Alexbot, Jusdafax, Dr.orfannkyl, Draggleduck, Fep70, 7&6=thirteen, SoxBot, CMW275, SchreiberBike,
Johnohsee, Thehelpfulone, Tscheib, Thingg, MelonBot, DumZiBoT, XLinkBot, Wikiuser100, Avoided, Jamespoky, TG360, MystBot,
Kbdankbot, Slandr13, Addbot, Homer saves presidents, EjsBot, Mac Dreamstate, JJWong17, TheDarkOneLives, Kellygirlaj, Lihaas, Beast
from da East, Iclimb, Tassedethe, Wikiman1992, Tide rolls, Lightbot, Marquieze, Luckas-bot, Yobot, Amirobot, DisillusionedBitterAnd-
Knackered, Kevinbrogers, Fernandosmission, AnomieBOT, Madridrealy, Captain Quirk, Jim1138, Fahadsadah, Materialscientist, Citation
bot, Geregen2, Hasseli~enwiki, ArthurBot, LilHelpa, Rollingrank, Capricorn42, XZeroBot, Wikix90, GrouchoBot, Albergenius, Gorge-
CustersSabre, Prunesqualer, RibotBOT, Boxing Scholar, CMKnight, Johndamica50, Joaquin008, Philipmj24, L3Pricon, FrescoBot, Jo-
vanCormac, Charles1993, Masterknighted, Eagle4000, Gire 3pich2005, Nyctc7, Peetlesnumberl, Pinethicket, Redlion585, Anibar E,
GWST11, Frosty87, Tomcat7, BRUTE, Evenrgd, DPH1110, B-Machine, Full-date unlinking bot, Jauhienij, Tanpost14, FoxBot, Indexme,
Trappist the monk, Diblidabliduu, Callingdogsofthunder, ItsZippy, Blahblah32blahblah, Jayson4all, Crimson Cherry Blossom, Rjwilmsi-
Bot, Akira Kouchiyama, DexDor, Ripchip Bot, EmausBot, John of Reading, Ajraddatz, DonDouthitt, Super48paul, RA0808, Bt8257, Jim
Michael, Samueltweedvideo, Dcirovic, ZéroBot, Isinbill, Jenks24, Dcfb111, Kiwil28, H31IBot, SporkBot, Christina Silverman, Bjermaine,
Mayur, Beckenbauer89, Z, Subrata Roy, HandsomeFella, Rocketrod1960, ClueBot NG, Welby99, Suid-Afrikaanse, 19michael1990, Jp-
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whetsell, Piast93, Joefromrandb, Seasider7, Notacynic, Frietjes, Goldotaino, Jamestyrons, Ryan Vesey, North Atlanticist Usonian, OAni-
mosity, Alphacatmarnie, BG19bot, Johnnygreco, Aris10, Ramborobban, Username7212345, Navhus, Ak from the villa, City of Tragedy,
Joshhitch, Friezer, BizarreLoveTriangle, Johnny Squeaky, TheShadowCrow, Kentpaulgta, Careulmagic, Wikiz876, MelanieB2, Glacial-
fox, Ry0421, Famethrowa02, Srlacount, Arigoldberg, BIMAN2, Cyberbot II, Coldman34, Grazniygarri, Khazar2, MichaelKalantaryan,
BoxingGoMan, Dexbot, Jagg511997, Tissnt, Mogism, Sport and politics, VIAFbot, LFrazier1, Telfordbuck, LawrenceJayM, Jimmy Boom
Boom Wales, Brian354509, Michipedian, FirdausGupte, Together-Again, 1982vdven, Urbaninformative, Filedelinkerbot, The Original
Filfi, TerryAlex, Caporook, ClassicOnAStick, Cleancutkid, Chris logwood, Happy basketball, KasparBot, TheBaddestMan, Roscoe83,
Wikihil123, Theeno13, PigeonOf TheNight, Symbiotic Mutant and Anonymous: 617

e Jimmy Ellis (boxer) Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Ellis_(boxer)?0ldid=720606659 Contributors: AntonioMartin, Sjor-
ford, David Gerard, Stevietheman, Chowbok, D6, Themadmac, Rich Farmbrough, Bender235, Smalljim, Maya Levy, Pcpepe,
Ibebl, Woohookitty, Pol098, Stmoose, Koavf, King of Hearts, The Rambling Man, YurikBot, RussBot, ArcTheLad, Stheman,
Square87~enwiki, PRehse, A bit iffy, SmackBot, Hux, Desdenova, SteveO, Colonies Chris, Rcbutcher, GoodDay, Sweetalkinguy, Ser
Amantio di Nicolao, Khazar, Davemcarlson, Namiba, Cydebot, Tewapack, Kentuckyriverpress, JustAGal, RobotG, DuncanHill, Magiola-
ditis, Connormah, Gabe1972, Waacstats, Pavelegorov~enwiki, WWGB, Bearian, Semaj27119, SieBot, Mr.Z-bot, Hxhbot, Oxymoron83,
ClueBot, Frmorrison, Polly, Cookiehead, PollShark, Addbot, Marchingknight350, Jojhutton, EjsBot, Mac Dreamstate, Lightbot, Max1933,
AnomieBOT, Sisyph, DynamoDegsy, DSisyphBot, FrescoBot, Stiligknubbis, Full-date unlinking bot, Cnwilliams, Pugilist, RjwilmsiBot,
EmausBot, ZéroBot, SporkBot, Brandmeister, HandsomeFella, Nickmall, Dman41689, CAWylie, Fep1970, Redsky89, MichaelKalan-
taryan, BoxingGoMan, Fourchamps, Sport and politics, Spoiler172, Vlovel, The Original Filfi, KasparBot, ElijahKhaliq12345 and Anony-
mous: 45

e Buster Mathis Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buster_Mathis?0ldid=686882809 Contributors: Angela, Chris Roy, Jason Quinn,
Stevietheman, Bobo192, Penwhale, Gene Nygaard, Pcpcpe, Rjwilmsi, Koavf, Mario Duff, PRehse, Buldozer, SmackBot, SteveO, Blue-
bot, Darius Dhlomo, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Fuzzy510, Mr Stephen, JohnCD, Cydebot, Jackboogie, Waacstats, R'n'B, Neil C, About-
movies, RoboMaxCyberSem, LarRan, PollShark, MystBot, Addbot, Lightbot, Xgbot, Full-date unlinking bot, RjwilmsiBot, DexDor,
19michael 1990, The Original Filfi, Caporook, Lekan9330, Connor1123, Robber’sGorge1234 and Anonymous: 21

e Jiirgen Blin Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J%C3%BCrgen_Blin?0ldid=723493044 Contributors: Stevietheman, D6, Geschichte,
Woohookitty, Kelisi, The Thadman, Megapixie, Rmky87, PRehse, SmackBot, SteveO, Colonies Chris, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Redea-
2le688, Anthony Bradbury, MKil, Nick Number, Carlos1975, Waacstats, Jeepday, BOTijo, ChainFrost, PollShark, Addbot, CanadianLin-
uxUser, Lightbot, Yobot, Grammarspellchecker, Jesse V., RjwilmsiBot, Mr.Apples2010, ChrisGualtieri, 1982vdven, The Original Filfi,
KasparBot and Anonymous: 3

e Mac Foster Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mac_Foster?0ldid=719467412 Contributors: Stevietheman, Bender235, Woohookitty,
Koavf, Lockley, SmackBot, SteveO, CIS, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Cydebot, Erasmussen, JustAGal, Waacstats, Aboutmovies, Kumioko (re-
named), Mattgirling, PollShark, RogDel, CrackerJack7891, Cocoruff, Jojhutton, Mac Dreamstate, Yobot, AnomieBOT, Ched, Srich32977,
Masterknighted, Callingdogsofthunder, RjwilmsiBot, Tommy2010, Dcirovic, Elektrik Shoos, H311Bot, 19michael1990, Loopy48, Cyber-
bot II, Mogism, Michipedian, The Original Filfi, Lock580, Robber’sGorge1234, Gorge1234 and Anonymous: 15

o Alvin Lewis (boxer) Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alvin_Lewis_(boxer)?0ldid=715870073 Contributors: Stevietheman, O'Dea,
Bender235, Rjwilmsi, Koavf, Hmains, Chris the speller, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Cydebot, IrishPete, Vintagekits, Waacstats, DH85868993,
PollShark, Wikiuser100, Jojhutton, Materialscientist, RjwilmsiBot, Murry1975, Glacialfox, ChrisGualtieri, 1982vdven, The Original Filfi,
KasparBot and Anonymous: 7

e Bob Foster (boxer) Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Foster_(boxer)?oldid=711782703 Contributors: AntonioMartin, Top-
banana, Naddy, David Gerard, MusiCitizen, Stevietheman, D6, Bender235, Srbauer, Wadems, Pcpcpe, Ibebl, Woohookitty, Lincher,
Kbdank71, Koavf, Rogerd, FlaBot, RobyWayne, Jfiling, RussBot, ArcTheLad, Jaxl, Wknight94, Nikkimaria, PRehse, SmackBot, CRK-
ingston, Colonel Tom, Evanreyes, Betacommand, SteveO, Darius Dhlomo, Colonies Chris, Rcbutcher, GoodDay, Seattlenow, Wizardman,
Ultraexactzz, Pilotguy, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, ClarkFreifeld, Cydebot, GARYOCONNELL, Phoe, Tombarrister, Connormah, JNW,
Vintagekits, Jackboogie, Waacstats, Fabrictramp, Pixie2000, Brain Rodeo, Trusilver, Standingfish, RoboMaxCyberSem, DH85868993,
Thismightbezach, TXiKiBoT, Pessottino, Yankees10, Oxymoron83, FoxLad, Cgibson27, Tmh2040, ClueBot, RonSigPi, Niceguyedc, 718
Bot, DragonBot, Alexbot, Fep70, Hideki1976, Addbot, OttRider, Mac Dreamstate, LaaknorBot, Lightbot, Luckas-bot, Delayednm, Yobot,
Materialscientist, Albatross48, Garkeith, COLONEL77, PM800, Miracle Pen, Flintian, RjwilmsiBot, ZéroBot, H31IBot, Bjermaine, Clue-
Bot NG, BG19bot, MaxPayne888, Lawrenceng18, BoxingGoMan, Pduplessisl, TDKR Chicago 101, 1982vdven, Koti.hung, The Original
Filfi, Boxwriter2008, KasparBot, EsQueSan, PTFS2015 and Anonymous: 45

e Joe Bugner Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Bugner?oldid=722533283 Contributors: Bcorr, Secretlondon, Owen, Sjorford,
David Gerard, D6, Rich Farmbrough, Bobo192, Ruszewski, Elipongo, Albrecht Conz, Fwb44, Kdau, Bastin, Pcpcpc, Woohookitty, Table-
top, Graham87, BD2412, Nitesh~enwiki, Kbdank71, Ketiltrout, Mayumashu, SMC, FlaBot, RobbieNomi, RussBot, DanMS, Gaius Cor-
nelius, Korny O'Near, Wknight94, Closedmouth, Whobot, Ghetteaux, Sliat 1981, PRehse, SmackBot, Aim Here, Moez, Darijoe, SteveO,
Chris the speller, Bluebot, Rcbutcher, A. B., Derek R Bullamore, Hammer1980, Wizardman, Evlekis, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, John,
MetsS01, DI12000, Iridescent, Drinibot, Cydebot, JustAGal, Nick Number, Kenmore, Paste, Modernist, DShamen, MER-C, Robina Fox,
Michig, Giftednumber10, Hrodulf, Gabe1972, Waacstats, Mattinbgn, MartinBot, Brain Rodeo, Neil C, Standingfish, RoboMaxCyberSem,
STBotD, Jevansen, IceDragon64, 1812ahill, Misb, DSRH, Harfarhs, Lear’s Fool, Philip Trueman, Perentie, Kingbird1, Jimbo online, Con-
val, Kwib, Abraham, B.S., Svick, Escape Orbit, ClueBot, Cptmurdok, Niceguyedc, Jlacount, MickMacNee, Dubmill, Addbot, Offenbach,
Tassedethe, Lightbot, Luckas-bot, Yobot, AnomieBOT, DynamoDegsy, Watcheach, Starman005, Little grape, Stevey396, White Shadows,
Tibetan Prayer, Overagainst, Eh1964, Tamusz, RjwilmsiBot, WikitanvirBot, Mr.Apples2010, 19michael1990, RogerUFO, Mark Arsten,
Whispernet, Thepidding, JoshuSasori, Cyberbot II, Khazar2, VIAFbot, GlittO'Rourke, H.W.Fowler, TheThinManReturns, JWNoctis,
1982vdven, Vieque, Valgetova, KasparBot and Anonymous: 108

e Ken Norton Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ken_Norton?0ldid=721294812 Contributors: Deb, Mintguy, AntonioMartin, Rboa-
tright, Angela, BigFatBuddha, Gentgeen, JB82, Cyrius, David Gerard, Stevietheman, Chowbok, Xadai~enwiki, D6, Themadmac, Ben-
der235, ESkog, Closeapple, Omnibus, TMC1982, Idleguy, Alansohn, Maya Levy, LukeSurl, Pcpcpe, Kelly Martin, Woohookitty, Joe
Decker, Koavf, FlaBot, Elmer Clark, RobyWayne, Hall Monitor, YurikBot, Pip2andahalf, RussBot, ChrisP2K5, ArcTheLad, Irishguy,
Bobak, Vancouveriensis, SM, Zwobot, MSJapan, Nlu, Closedmouth, Jonathan.s.kt, Kranar drogin, PRehse, SmackBot, KnowledgeOfSelf,
Jjsowers, Yamaguchi[?], Gilliam, Puppyguitar, SteveO, Chris the speller, Colonies Chris, Rcbutcher, GoodDay, Frap, Racklever, MJCde-
troit, Wiki2205, Wizardman, Metamagician3000, NeilFraser, ThurnerRupert, Christoph Wagener, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Kuru, Ckatz,
Phbasketball6, Hul2, Otduff, WilliamJE, Shoeofdeath, Hokeman, Billy Hathorn, CmdrObot, Asc85, ShelfSkewed, Cydebot, Peripitus,
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ISPY, MKil, After Midnight, PamD, Thijs!bot, JImg38, TonyTheTiger, JustAGal, Nick Number, Danger, Carlos1975, Arx Fortis, MER-
C, Tom Danson, Js097, Rothorpe, Connormah, Jackboogie, Gabe1972, Waacstats, Big City, THobern, Stephenchou0722, STBot, Keith
D, R'n'B, Johnpacklambert, J.delanoy, Trusilver, DandyDan2007, Iheart, Ciotog, Pavelegorov~enwiki, D9rat, Mappase, Katharineamy,
Aboutmovies, Skier Dude, RoboMaxCyberSem, Martial75, Thismightbezach, WWGB, Crockett john, Flonto, Shyjayb, BotMultichill,
Rumble74, Jauerback, TepidTangent, Yankees10, Flyer22 Reborn, Kruske80, FoxLad, Fratrep, Kumioko (renamed), Dravecky, Escape
Orbit, Tkreuz, ImageRemovalBot, Martarius, ClueBot, All Hallow’s Wraith, EoGuy, FieldMarine, CounterVandalismBot, Niceguyedc,
Cherchez le femme, Danshorts123, Asmaybe, Fep70, Holothurion, DumZiBoT, Bridies, XLinkBot, Wikiuser100, Cmr08, Addbot, John-
boywalton71, Queenmomcat, Wulf Isebrand, Mac Dreamstate, Gvcam09, Guffydrawers, Tassedethe, Lightbot, Ben Ben, Yobot, JakeHO7,
Gongshow, AnomieBOT, Eladsinned, Ulric1313, Materialscientist, Citation bot, Hurleyo, Wikix90, Boxing Scholar, FrescoBot, Kne1978,
Pink Bull, Grammarspellchecker, Eagles247, TRBP, Cnwilliams, Trappist the monk, Diblidabliduu, RjwilmsiBot, EmausBot, John of
Reading, RenamedUser01302013, Smappy, Jim Michael, Steffaville, Esc2003, Caspertheghost, Bjermaine, Dogfacebob, Spicemix, Slick-
moves, ClueBot NG, Welby99, 19michael1990, Delaywaves, Jamestyrons, Helpful Pixie Bot, Titodutta, BG19bot, Ceradon, Into the Rift,
Alf laylah.wa.laylah, Mark Arsten, HazziG, Ottawarene, MisterMorton, Glacialfox, Fep1970, MichaelKalantaryan, BoxingGoMan, Mo-
gism, Gs253253, MrKnowSomethings 82, Sport and politics, VIAFbot, Hillbillyholiday, Osthemost, Bladesmulti, Elaqueate, GatorKarl,
Spp8912, Monkbot, Ju.fhr, KasparBot, Sterialll and Anonymous: 193

George Foreman Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Foreman?oldid=723624908 Contributors: Mav, Bryan Derksen, Novalis,
Mintguy, Ewen, Hephaestos, Atlan, Chuq, AntonioMartin, Hfastedge, Vudujava, Wapcaplet, Sannse, Ellywa, Ahoerstemeier, Ronz, Docu,
CatherineMunro, BigFatBuddha, Andrewa, Efghij, Rl, BRG, JCarriker, Jeversol, Wik, K1Bond007, Chuunen Baka, Gromlakh, Dale Ar-
nett, Moncrief, ZimZalaBim, Popebrak, JackofOz, Mushroom, Dmn, Xyzzyva, DocWatson42, Rossrs, Cobaltbluetony, Zigger, Capital-
istroadster, Dainamo, Chowbok, Fys, Toytoy, Quadell, Antandrus, Lockeownzj00, Huwr, Mysidia, Yappakoredesho, RobbieFal, Cab88,
Clemwang, Adashiel, BigPauly, D6, Jayjg, Diagonalfish, Discospinster, Rich Farmbrough, Randee15, Paul August, Bender235, MattTM,
Closeapple, Ground, JoeSmack, Brian0918, CanisRufus, LuciferBlack, Mescad, RoyBoy, TMC1982, Causa sui, Rje, SecretAgentMan00,
Idleguy, Geschichte, AriadneS5, Alansohn, Gary, Interiot, Arthena, Maya Levy, Ricky81682, Ashley Pomeroy, YDZ, Ncdoyle, Bart133,
Snowolf, SidP, Kitch, Dismas, Natalya, JordanSamuels, Pcpcpe, JeffTK, Angr, Woohookitty, LOL, Asav, FPAtl, Bratsche, MONGO,
Exxolon, Kelisi, Trevor Andersen, GregorB, Willamwmass, Marudubshinki, Youngamerican, Mandarax, RichardWeiss, NCdave, BD2412,
Kbdank71, Scottjduffy, Johnwhunt, Stmoose, Sjakkalle, Rjwilmsi, Nightscream, Koavf, Jweiss11, Kinu, Seraphimblade, Boccobrock,
Commando303, Sango123, Platypus222, Yamamoto Ichiro, Ground Zero, MicroBio Hawk, SportsMaster, RexNL, AlexCovarrubias,
RobyWayne, JorgeMacD, Phatcat68, Maltmomma, Preslethe, Alphachimp, Jfiling, Jaraalbe, Sharkface217, DVdm, Mhking, The Ram-
bling Man, PhilipR, Oldwindybear, Pip2andahalf, Daverocks, Phantomsteve, RussBot, ChrisP2K3, Petiatil, Diliff, ArcTheLad, Goofy14,
Gillean666, Anomalocaris, NawlinWiki, Golfcam, Arichnad, Jaxl, Robert Moore, LiamE, Irishguy, Hakkinen, Nephron, Minto, StockMail,
Santaduck, Moe Epsilon, Miszal3, Alex43223, Zwobot, DeadEyeArrow, Psy guy, ColdFusion650, Ke5crz, Mrbluesky, Nlu, Wknight94,
PGPirate, Richardcavell, Zzuuzz, The-, Chase me ladies, I'm the Cavalry, Closedmouth, D'Agosta, Sarefo, Messy Thinking, Mad283,
Sturmovik, Stx, RenamedUser jaskldjslak904, Allens, Jonathan.s.kt, Bdve, PRehse, Eenu, WesleyDodds, Neier, SmackBot, YellowMon-
key, State of Love and Trust, Herostratus, Slashme, Prodego, KnowledgeOfSelf, CRKingston, Jagged 85, Zyxw, Delldot, Flying Canuck,
Kintetsubuffalo, HalfShadow, Mauls, Gilliam, Portillo, Ohnoitsjamie, Betacommand, SteveO, Transkar, Rmosler2100, Ajsh, Chris the
speller, Master Jay, Yankees76, Ddeakin, Static Universe, Agateller, Postoak, MKS8, Armour Hotdog, BabuBhatt, Miquonranger03, Dar-
ius Dhlomo, Dlohcierekim’s sock, CSWarren, Colonies Chris, Rcbutcher, Mikker, Narco, GoodDay, Zsinj, Famspear, Danny13, Can't
sleep, clown will eat me, Frap, Avb, Kittybrewster, JesseRafe, Addshore, Kcordina, Mr.Z-man, Crboyer, Sweetalkinguy, Nakon, EVula,
Laraspal00, Tmaty, Derek R Bullamore, Gujuguy, Supaduck, Niremetal, ThurnerRupert, Kalifg, ArglebargleIV, Ser Amantio di Nicolao,
BrownHairedGirl, Mouse Nightshirt, Aebrett, J.bell, A Different World, Joelmills, Sir Nicholas de Mimsy-Porpington, Tom08, Minna Sora
no Shita, Michaelsommers, Sacky85, Flamesza, PseudoSudo, Ckatz, Special-T, Timur2000, Optimale, InedibleHulk, Mets501, Dhp1080,
Coaxial, Cyril Washbrook, Pauric, Levineps, Emx~enwiki, Nehrams2020, Otduff, Cat’s Tuxedo, Iridescent, Haisaid, EarBasher, Estrategy,
Hokeman, Hyperman 42, Courcelles, Iron Chef, Dpeters11, Flubeca, Croctotheface, MgHoneyBee, SkyWalker, JForget, Gopherbassist,
Thatperson, CmdrObot, Tanthalas39, Ale jrb, Irwangatot, Wafulz, Van helsing, Erik-the-red, Ferdiaob, BassBone, Pantera Miranda, El
Ucca, AmadeoV, Fordmadoxfraud, MaxEnt, Cydebot, MKil, Rstall384, Gogo Dodo, JamesLucas, Shirulashem, DumbBOT, Betacom-
mandBot, JamesAM, Thijs!bot, Prittglue, Papal472008, N5iln, Mojo Hand, John254, LateToTheGame, Randomfrenchie, Sivazh, Ni-
makha, Bd64kcmo, Phoe, Dzubint, Matt3, AntiVandalBot, RobotG, Luna Santin, Erechtheus, Mccarry85, QuiteUnusual, Prolog, Dr.
Blofeld, IrishPete, ABCxyz, Golf Bravo, Spartaz, ChrisLamb, Qwerty Binary, MER-C, Caracaskid, .jhc.~enwiki, Laureapuella, Relyk,
Andonic, Possessednomad, Y2kcrazyjoker4, Magioladitis, Mikemill, Pedro, Bongwarrior, VoABot II, Fusionmix, Hullaballoo Wolfowitz,
JNW, Vintagekits, CattleGirl, Jackboogie, Rivertorch, Jim Douglas, Twsx, Recurring dreams, Catgut, Wayman975, Originalname37,
Ali'l, MetsBot, Pixie2000, Efgn, PoliticalJunkie, DerHexer, Cloudz679, Notdedyet, MartinBot, STBot, Nathaniel77, CommonsDelinker,
Coolkider, JonnyPunch, Cyrus Andiron, Brain Rodeo, Tgeairn, Sarry 28, J.delanoy, Trusilver, USN1977, 2tum, Pursey, Uncle Dick, Steve-
Lamacq43, Pavelegorov~enwiki, Maproom, Gzkn, Northmetpit, DrDisco, Tlynhen, Kenny04, Clerks, Skier Dude, Skippiikai, Vineetcool-
guy, JayJasper, RoboMaxCyberSem, Plasticup, Rwessel, Carewser, MDSanker, Everydayboredom1980, Nirpius, Kinfolk321, STBotD,
JSarek, Zornoxx, Lettik, Jonas kam, Hazza9, SoCalSuperEagle, Xiahou, Laja25, Spellcast, Spartand117, German.Knowitall, Samy23,
TVShoppingU, 28bytes, McNoddy~enwiki, VolkovBot, Wiseman75, Mathteacher1729, Moonshinefe, Davidwr, WOSlinker, Philip True-
man, George forskin, TXiKiBoT, Oshwah, Le Scarlet Douche, Steptb, Joebobway, Ptaul, Qxz, Olly150, Lradrama, Azglahal, Psychotic
Spoon, Bass fishing physicist, Martin451, Jackfork, David in DC, Cremepuft222, Billinghurst, Lerdthenerd, Dirkbb, Meters, Falcon8765,
Omar.ElNaggar, Tttom, Gareth m81, Entirelybs, Rockon12321, Junkinbomb, Haighmister, Jam-Fly, Peter Fleet, Peeteegee, Dvldvr,
Flonto, Sup dawg444, Foremanfan, ITBlair, BotMultichill, Rumble74, Caltas, Xymmax, Revent, Hirohisat, AlexHammer, Yankees10,
Bentogoa, Quest for Truth, The Evil Spartan, Oda Mari, Daffy10, Umrguy42, Aefalcon, Aruton, Oxymoron83, Antonio Lopez, FoxLad,
AngelOfSadness, Ellis1202, Chevyaveo, Techman224, KathrynLybarger, Hobartimus, Fratrep, Gunmetal Angel, Akarkera, NameThat-
Works, Sohearen, Duffy2032, Pinkadelica, Escape Orbit, Into The Fray, Brooklyndavelvis, Sjump13, Itachi 2057, Sixtyenjoy23, ImageR-
emovalBot, Juandope, DreamsAreMadeOf, ClueBot, WesternRider, Sennen goroshi, Gene93k, All Hallow’s Wraith, Newzild, Drmies,
Getsumnuts, Uncle Milty, Joao Xavier, Boing! said Zebedee, WildCherry06, Luisztdt, Circulationdesk, Blanchardb, 718 Bot, Jason-
ThePirate, MssngrDeath, Squirrels2nuts, Dr. B. R. Lang, Excirial, Jusdafax, Mariluvspink, Abrech, Anthony Robbins, Kudos to you,
Fep70, Wiki libs, Fire 55, RC-0722, Razorflame, Dekisugi, Sullyjaws1217, Mikepiazza426, Johnohsee, Sallicio, JasonAQuest, Polly, Scal-
hotrod, Indianahoos, The Baroness of Morden, Alexander Tendler, AbrahamCat, Chris1834, Sam schorb, BarretB, Spitfire, Pichpich, Wik-
iuser100, Svgalbertian, Little Mountain 5, Formulalman, WikHead, Noctibus, Dnvrfantj, Good Olfactory, Kbdankbot, Addbot, The Sage
of Stamford, Hugtobooks, Jonbonjovi, Dudboyfromsa, Crowbar1, Jojhutton, Pokemonrox4, Friginator, Heather-Grace, Lusum, Blethering
Scot, Ronhjones, Mac Dreamstate, Gf3mnk, Gvcam(9, Favonian, LinkFA-Bot, 5 albert square, Beast from da East, Coolkid123456789,
Tassedethe, Coolboy1896, Tide rolls, Lightbot, sy)le, Karaoke th great, Evil Rich, Luckas-bot, EagleAg04, Yobot, 2D, LegalFiction,
Yngvadottir, Cactusframe, Worm That Turned, Cottonshirt, Wheeler0152, Ayrton Prost, Super truth super, Magog the Ogre, Mt.Sky89,
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AnomieBOT, Jim1138, IRP, Pirate3333, Ulric1313, Materialscientist, Benhen1997, Blue tone82, MidnightBlueMan, Rybarth417, Arthur-
Bot, Matrixmania, El Staplador, Xgbot, Jbruin152, Drilnoth, Minerva97, Mariannszucs, Gap9551, Blography100, Garkeith, C+C, Itz FKN
firestorm, Frosted14, Ursulakantor, Foreverprovence, GorgeCustersSabre, Musicaphilliac, Doulos Christos, CampbellSinnett, Tabledhote,
Erik9, Philipmj24, Aberacadabera, Prari, FrescoBot, Krj373, Ace of Spades, Kembb001, CHSuser17, George perlman, Tegel, Poopty
pantss, Purpleturple, Cannolis, Secarfe, Intelligentsium, Tomilay, XxTimberlakexx, Pinethicket, Frosty87, Smuckola, Fat&Happy, Yu-
magah, VenomousConcept, Kevintampa5, Robo Cop, Richard, Full-date unlinking bot, Krispyfunk, Jauhienij, GSP-Rush, Nippster96,
M;js1991, Clarkejl2, Santal234321, Straffin, Mttcmbs, Tbhotch, Reach Out to the Truth, Gamesccr7, DARTH SIDIOUS 2, Crimson
Cherry Blossom, Woogee, RjwilmsiBot, Fusz432, Jonathancouture, BentoOO, AFineHog, Noommos, MegastarLV, DASHBot, Jdogquick-
silver, EmausBot, WikitanvirBot, Gfoley4, AF1990, W1K1P3D1AGUY, Sumsum2010, Bt8257, Gacasm, Solarra, Tommy2010, Werieth,
Checkingfax, Josve05a, Dampsyndrom, Michael Essmeyer, PaulGF, Unreal7, Wayne Slam, OnePt618, Thine Antique Pen, Bang ganger,
Resprinter123, Bullmoosebell, Johnc69, Bjermaine, Skyfire124, Donner60, Puffin, Orange Suede Sofa, HandsomeFella, Brownie42, Clue-
Bot NG, Things 175, Nameuser1023, 19michael1990, Jline623, Baseball Watcher, Antlersantlers, Asukite, Cdh7116, Widr, Jamestyrons,
Garyvsgeorge, Anupmehra, Crazymonkey1123, Oddbodz, Timmy43, Helpful Pixie Bot, Killercutie, Jeraphine Gryphon, Kinaro, Low-
ercase sigmabot, Cooleo55, Username7212345, Aukashl, Cyberpower678, Who.was.phone, Friezer, Fourisplenty, BizarreLoveTriangle,
Mark Arsten, Bigsean0300, Tokyotomplant, Gibooks, Exercisephys, Joydeep, CartissimoJones, TheShadowCrow, Ninh Chit, Careulmagic,
Fep1970, FranciscoFWPerez, Hghyux, User738413, Cyberbot II, ChrisGualtieri, YFdyh-bot, Bob101son, Esszet, 23 editor, BuzyBody,
BoxingGoMan, Dexbot, Jagg511997, Of TheGreen, Lefthooksmash, Webclient101, ColaandBeats, VIAFbot, Tonyinnamorato, Killercal,
Largebutthole, Wieldthespade, Wywin, Kevin12xd, Sam5678, CamberRogers, Eagleash, Mcdwight6, ITymkmnyCpds3, Solopipe, Wholemd,
Nonsenseferret, EvergreenFir, EIHef, Discoapple, Cupcakeface09, Ugog Nizdast, Bosk123, 1982vdven, RazingRazor, Spp8912, Boxhis-
tory, SantosPhillipCarlo, Rhysthomas029, Roberts usaf, Mosfetfaser, Geogreg2288, Eman235, Mando3103244567, Spiderlaxboy18, Me-
owster0101, Fimatic, Joseph2302, ACAlumnus, Infinite0694, ImThelP, FlowersNoHomo, KasparBot, JIMC89, Hermionedidallthework,
Peppy Paneer, SAIS UAE SCHOOL, Seanlach, Chasemarion123, Pacphobia and Anonymous: 1263

o Chuck Wepner Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chuck_Wepner?oldid=723627694 Contributors: Ortolan88, AntonioMartin,
Cribcage, Conti, Earthsound, RedWolf, JillandJack, Stevietheman, Blankfaze, McCart42, D6, Rich Farmbrough, Bender235, TMC1982,
Bobo192, PaulHanson, Ashley Pomeroy, Max rspct, TerminalPreppie, Falcorian, LOL, Addama, Exxolon, Mayumashu, Nightscream,
Koavf, Wahkeenah, FlaBot, Mujib, Flydpnkrtn, Phatcat68, Samkass, Sus scrofa, YurikBot, Gaius Cornelius, Austinmayor, Stheman, Syl-
vain1972, Irishguy, Groink, CLW, Mrbluesky, Metallion, Sperril, GraemeL, Jonathan.s.kt, Bdve, SmackBot, Mugutolishnaban, Jagged 85,
LuciferMorgan, A. B., Zone46, Agerard, Derek R Bullamore, Wizardman, Evlekis, Michael David, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, SQGibbon,
Genisock2, SimonD, WilliamJE, Shoeofdeath, Jibi44, FinFangFoom, Cydebot, Bjuteau, After Midnight, Chavando, Freddiem, Dbrod-
beck, IrishPete, MER-C, —1g, Steveprutz, Goatybumpus, Henning M, Vintagekits, Rowsdower45, Kidlittle, Xiahou, WWGB, Jedravent,
Oakleaman, Pikake4711, Maxim, Oldsmobile, Ironflange, Number87, Softlavender, Unitoch, Born2x, Rontrigger, StAnselm, Steveprizant,
Mandsford, Kumioko (renamed), Realm of Shadows, Brand35, ClueBot, All Hallow’s Wraith, Clinton Baptiste, Charliecow7, DumZi-
BoT, SlubGlub, Addbot, RandySavageFTW, Cocoruff, Zarcadia, Mac Dreamstate, LaaknorBot, The C of E, Chzz, Tide rolls, Luckas-
bot, Yobot, Mws77, Banjohunter, AnomieBOT, Materialscientist, LilHelpa, GorgeCustersSabre, Miyagawa, FrescoBot, Carthage44,
RjwilmsiBot, NamelsRon, EmausBot, John of Reading, Pjposullivan, Wikipelli, Captain Assassin!, Slickmoves, ClueBot NG, KlappCK,
19michael 1990, Joefromrandb, Widr, Delaywaves, Quick and Dirty User Account, Harizotoh9, RadicalRedRaccoon, Khazar2, FoCuSan-
dLeArN, 069952497a, BeachComber1972, Dwscomet, Jhm 427, Pvmackessy, Nonatoman, Cparks2008 and Anonymous: 158

e Ron Lyle Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ron_Lyle?0ldid=711615818 Contributors: Zoe, AntonioMartin, Stormie, David Ger-
ard, Stevietheman, D6, Pak21, Srbauer, Woohookitty, Koavf, Rwalker, Elkman, PRehse, SmackBot, CRKingston, SteveO, Chris the
speller, Rcbutcher, GoodDay, Frap, Racklever, Wizardman, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Hul2, WilliamJE, Anthony22, CmdrObot, Cyde-
bot, Nick Number, Paste, Jackboogie, Waacstats, Aboutmovies, RoboMaxCyberSem, Thismightbezach, DocteurCosmos, Iceveins, Oxy-
moron83, Steven Crossin, Escape Orbit, EoGuy, Niceguyedc, Verify67, SilvonenBot, Addbot, Johnboywalton71, Jojhutton, Mac Dream-
state, TheDarkOneLives, Lightbot, Luckas-bot, Yobot, AnomieBOT, Ulric1313, GorgeCustersSabre, Masterknighted, Full-date unlink-
ing bot, Cnwilliams, RjwilmsiBot, Akira Kouchiyama, ZéroBot, PolvoMexicano, Ihardlythinkso, Spicemix, Slickmoves, ClueBot NG,
19michael 1990, Boxingmemories, Wordlymilky35, BG19bot, Hum Milhdo, Khazar2, Mogism, VIAFbot, Vieque, Lisadawnflowerchild,
KasparBot and Anonymous: 82

e Jean-Pierre Coopman Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Pierre_Coopman?0ldid=723596002 Contributors: AntonioMartin, Pe-
ruvianllama, Stevietheman, Bender235, HenkvD, Metropolitan90, SmackBot, Ohconfucius, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Davemcarlson, Jame-
boy, Thijs!bot, Epbr123, Severo, Aboutmovies, Davecrosby uk, Texluh1138, UnitedStatesian, Sandcooler, Niceguyedc, PollShark, Pietde-
brabandere, Addbot, Offenbach, Dawynn, Scott MacDonald, Freikorp, JackieBot, Citation bot, Foxie001, SchnitzelMannGreek, Freddy-
fan2, Mr.Apples2010, Dcfbl11, Top Jim, Helpful Pixie Bot, Khazar2, Two-Fisted Tales, 1982vdven, The Original Filfi, KasparBot and
Anonymous: 16

e Jimmy Young (boxer) Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Young_(boxer)?oldid=707438974 Contributors: Hephaestos, Anto-
nioMartin, Docu, Anekcanabp, Jackson008, Average Earthman, Stevietheman, Toytoy, Rdl, TonyW, Rich Farmbrough, Pak21, David
Schaich, Bender235, Hayabusa future, Richi, Hagerman, Saga City, RIFJR, Grenavitar, Markko, Pcpcpc, Ibebl, Firsfron, GregorB,
BD2412, Koavf, DanielSong39, FlaBot, RobyWayne, YurikBot, RussBot, James100, SmackBot, Mugutolishnaban, Gilliam, SteveO, Chris
the speller, Bluebot, Dalembert, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, BillFlis, Hul2, JForget, CmdrObot, Cydebot, JessBr, Chrishans, Lugnuts, Jmg38,
Nick Number, KrakatoaKatie, RobJ1981, Jackboogie, Waacstats, Dawg919, Athaenara, Jerwstone, AntiSpamBot, RoboMaxCyberSem,
DH85868993, Jamesbuffdaddy, TorridTitan, Logan, TepidTangent, Techman224, Kumioko (renamed), Escape Orbit, DumZiBoT, Ad-
dbot, Johnboywalton71, Mac Dreamstate, Download, Tassedethe, Lightbot, Yobot, Ptbotgourou, Legobot II, LilHelpa, BritishWatcher,
Natural Cut, Thehelpfulbot, Full-date unlinking bot, Diblidabliduu, Pugilist, RjwilmsiBot, EmausBot, Mk5384, ZéroBot, Ebrambot,
19michael 1990, BG19bot, Imldsru2, BoxingGoMan, VIAFbot, 1982vdven, KasparBot and Anonymous: 77

e Richard Dunn (boxer) Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Dunn_(boxer)?0ldid=722604550 Contributors: Sjorford, Stevi-
etheman, D6, Xezbeth, Pcpcpe, Stemonitis, Woohookitty, Marudubshinki, Mayumashu, Erebus555, Durin, The wub, Nihiltres, Nick
Watts, PRehse, SmackBot, Thaagenson, Hmains, Postoak, Egsan Bacon, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Mr Stephen, D12000, MGlosenger,
Amalas, Cydebot, Jameboy, Telex, Tthaas, Nick Number, Seaphoto, Paste, Carlos1975, Eldewsio, MER-C, Severo, Waacstats, Mets-
Bot, Keith D, J.delanoy, FruitMonkey, RoboMaxCyberSem, DH85868993, Jevansen, Oxfordwang, Why Not A Duck, DANZIG666, Nix
D, Gruen, T24G, EoGuy, Niceguyedc, Roboenigmaster, NuclearWarfare, Arjayay, 2, PollShark, CrunchyChewy, Addbot, TutterMouse,
Tassedethe, Lightbot, Sammypepys, Yobot, Ulric1313, DynamoDegsy, MauritsBot, Tom.Reding, Mwulffeld, 3centsoap, RjwilmsiBot, We
hope, Mr.Apples2010, Kaleeyed, ClueBot NG, Thurmaston2010, Goldblooded, Jamestyrons, Helpful Pixie Bot, ChrisGualtieri, Mfbjr,
1982vdven, The Original Filfi, KasparBot, GregK123 and Anonymous: 63
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Alfredo Evangelista Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfredo_Evangelista?oldid=723628425 Contributors: AntonioMartin, Joy,
Stevietheman, Rich Farmbrough, Bender235, Canadian Paul, John Anderson, Mayumashu, Raymond Cruise, Gilliam, Colonies Chris, Ser
Amantio di Nicolao, The-Pope, Cydebot, Conquistador2k6, Rocket000, Thijs!bot, Borgarde, Severo, Waacstats, R'n'B, Mr.Z-bot, Escape
Orbit, VH1982, Niceguyedc, PollShark, Boleyn, RogDel, MystBot, Addbot, Giants2008, Luckas-bot, Imxavitooh, Jesse V., Obsidian Soul,
RjwilmsiBot, Mr.Apples2010, ZéroBot, Ebrambot, H31IBot, 19michael1990, 1982vdven, The Original Filfi, KasparBot and Anonymous:
9

Earnie Shavers Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earnie_Shavers?oldid=721883254 Contributors: Zoe, AntonioMartin, Topbanana,
Academic Challenger, Gtrmp, Stevietheman, Aulis Eskola, D6, Ahkond, Bender235, SidP, Pcpcpc, Woohookitty, Tabletop, BD2412,
Rjwilmsi, Koavf, FutureNJGov, Vegaswikian, MarnetteD, Phatcat68, RussBot, CambridgeBayWeather, Deskana, Stheman, PRehse,
SmackBot, SteveO, Viewfinder, Rcbutcher, OSborn, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Malau, Mr Stephen, Hul2, Iridescent, ChrisCork, Cm-
drObot, Wafulz, AmadeoV, Twelsht, Cydebot, DumbBOT, Thijs!bot, Jmg38, JustAGal, Nick Number, Paste, AaronY, Modernist, Jack-
boogie, Gabe1972, Waacstats, Twsx, Mike Searson, R'n'B, Coolkider, Aboutmovies, Skier Dude, RoboMaxCyberSem, Thismightbezach,
Spellcast, MrKadash, MrMuskOx, Grammarmonger, Netsumdisc, Eidetic Man, David in DC, SieBot, Jauerback, Sweetscientist, ImageRe-
movalBot, DreamsAreMadeOf, ClueBot, All Hallow’s Wraith, Rjd0060, Straff2002, EoGuy, ImpressedWithYourself, Niceguyedc, DumZ-
iBoT, Wikiuser100, Foxxg25, MystBot, Addbot, Johnboywalton71, MoneyMayweatherSCJ, Zarcadia, CanadianLinuxUser, Mac Dream-
state, Chzz, Lightbot, Vegaswikianl, Cottonshirt, Greg Holden 08, AnomieBOT, Ulric1313, Materialscientist, Citation bot, Versadar,
HHahn, Garkeith, Redrose64, Full-date unlinking bot, Mixer1579, Cnwilliams, RjwilmsiBot, Wikipelli, Mr.Apples2010, Wikignome0530,
Spicemix, Slickmoves, Mamaof5fromtheyo, 19michael1990, Wawc, Boxingmemories, Delaywaves, Jahalive, Helpful Pixie Bot, The rakish
fellow, MarkusHtJB, Mark Arsten, Kentpaulgta, Wikiz876, Cyberbot II, Bzweebl, Khazar2, Tahc, Mogism, Eyesnore, Riscola54, Spp8913,
Spp8912, Cmahmi, BethNaught, K102393e, KasparBot, Ladyperk1975, JohnKhaliq12345, ElijahKhaliq12345 and Anonymous: 167

Leon Spinks Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leon_Spinks?0ldid=721901254 Contributors: Jsc1973, AntonioMartin, ZoiconS5,
Morwen, Dale Arnett, Andrew Levine, Wikibot, Emergencyninja, David Gerard, DocWatson42, Bradeos Graphon, Stevietheman, Chow-
bok, Sam Hocevar, D6, Bender235, Brian0918, Bobo192, Kbirl, Idleguy, Alansohn, Maya Levy, Cdc, Pcpcpe, FPAtl, Kiltman67,
Kbdank71, Vegaswikian, Ligulem, FlaBot, Enfestid, RobyWayne, Phatcat68, Surge79uwf, Alex Klotz, Ravenswing, YurikBot, Gyre,
ChrisP2KS, ArcTheLad, SluggoOne, Hydrargyrum, Gaius Cornelius, Spike Wilbury, Jaxl, Welsh, Zwobot, CLW, Attilios, SmackBot,
Zyxw, Discordanian, Ghosts&empties, Betacommand, Eggytoast, Darius Dhlomo, CSWarren, Couillaud, GoodDay, XQ fan, COMP-
FUNK?2, Sweetalkinguy, Only, Wizardman, Efrem7, Krashlandon, Acebrock, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, BrownHairedGirl, MrKing84,
Fruminous, Nobunaga24, Christian Historybuff, Mtstroud, Otduff, Shoeofdeath, Ewulp, Courcelles, HDCase, CmdrObot, Cydebot, MKil,
Thijs!bot, Tthaas, TonyTheTiger, JustAGal, Phoe, Nick Number, KrakatoaKatie, SummerPhD, Hoponpop69, MER-C, Vintagekits, Jack-
boogie, Gabe1972, Recurring dreams, DerHexer, Walter Breitzke, Paracel63, Anaxial, Brain Rodeo, DandyDan2007, Neil C, Pavele-
gorov~enwiki, Marty Rockatansky, NobleHelium, Jamesontai, Gopwarrior, Wiseman75, Doma-w, Katydidit, Stagyar Zil Doggo, Tor-
ridTitan, Rumble74, TepidTangent, Yankees10, Gruen, CutOff Ties, FoxLad, Kumioko (renamed), Johnmaxmena, DreamsAreMadeOf,
Sfan00 IMG, ClueBot, HujiBot, Newzild, WildCherry06, 718 Bot, TaintedZebra, Fep70, Johnohsee, Muro Bot, Arturolorioli, Addbot,
Waulf Isebrand, Mac Dreamstate, Tassedethe, Tide rolls, Lightbot, Willondon, Pointer1, Drpickem, Luckas-bot, Yobot, AnomieBOT,
Ulric1313, Wikix90, Senipanigav, JImutpuii Koznos, Philipmj24, Anna Roy, LucienBOT, OgreBot, Martyindik, Koppel2012, Rjwilm-
siBot, John of Reading, RenamedUser01302013, ZéroBot, CVal4312, Resprinter123, Bjermaine, Riosfan, ClueBot NG, 19michael1990,
Pacodog144, Jamestyrons, Adom2000, Username7212345, Johnny Squeaky, MichaelKalantaryan, BoxingGoMan, Sport and politics, VI-
AFbot, Davidgoodheart, TheycallmetheDoctor, 1982vdven, Justin.davidson89, Cleancutkid, Wild man weber, KasparBot, Screenplay grl
and Anonymous: 128

Larry Holmes Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larry_Holmes?o0ldid=720612140 Contributors: Derek Ross, Danny, AntonioMartin,
Wapcaplet, Dale Arnett, Cspenn, Jason Quinn, Stevietheman, Chowbok, CryptoDerk, Gscshoyru, D6, Guanabot, Cacycle, Xezbeth, Ben-
der235, Jnestorius, Violetriga, Ruyn, Shanes, Aquillion, Idleguy, Alansohn, Maya Levy, Ramsquire, Wtmitchell, CranialNerves, Pcpcpc,
Boothy443, Woohookitty, Mr Tan, Kbdank71, Rjwilmsi, Koavf, DeadlyAssassin, Alaney2k, Vegaswikian, FlaBot, Q11, Neofelis Nebu-
losa~enwiki, RobyWayne, Drumguy8800, Sherool, Korg, Hall Monitor, YurikBot, Wavelength, Dannycas, RussBot, ChrisP2KS5, FrenchI-
sAwesome, ArcTheLad, Gaius Cornelius, Golfcam, SM, Nlu, PRehse, SmackBot, Blue520, Commander Keane bot, Aksi great, Betacom-
mand, SteveO, Static Universe, Jprgl 966, Colonies Chris, GoodDay, Zhinz, Derek R Bullamore, Wizardman, Ser Amantio di Nicolao,
Kingfish, John, Kurt000, WIZARDS&26, Chinhwa, DabMachine, Otduff, Joseph Solis in Australia, JHP, Hokeman, Hndsmepete, Cm-
drObot, Muzilon, Cydebot, MKil, Lugnuts, Accipio Mitis Frux, PAWiki, Lax en, Papal472008, JustAGal, Dustin Kaiser M. Bompat,
Dr. Submillimeter, Spartaz, Barek, MER-C, Ericoides, Bongwarrior, Rjbox, Jackboogie, Waacstats, KConWiki, Rgoldberg, R'n'B, Com-
monsDelinker, Brain Rodeo, Pavelegorov~enwiki, Bazketballr, SaskatchewanSenator, Skier Dude, RoboMaxCyberSem, GDW 13, Kidlittle,
Jevansen, Bcostley, Thismightbezach, GrahamHardy, TVShoppingU, McNoddy~enwiki, Wiseman75, TXiKiBoT, TruckTurner, Blahac-
countblah, Jowamutt, Semaj27119, Frogger49, Foremanfan, Malcolmx15, Rumble74, Benbrindon, Appendophobia, Yankees10, Flyer22
Reborn, FoxLad, AngelOfSadness, Vanished user kijsdion3i4jf, NameThatWorks, Escape Orbit, Beemer69, BARNABYRUHE, ImageR-
emovalBot, Tanvir Ahmmed, ClueBot, Drmies, Luisztdt, Niceguyedc, 718 Bot, Fep70, Wkharrisjr, 7, Fromseatoshiningsea, Gnowor, Wik-
iuser100, Slazes, Addbot, Tontobalboa, Peench639, Mac Dreamstate, Noozgroop, MrOllie, Bassbonerocks, Beast from da East, Tassedethe,
Lightbot, Krano, Vegaswikianl, Luckas-bot, Yobot, AnomieBOT, PonileExpress, Ulric1313, Materialscientist, Citation bot, FrescoBot,
Ace of Spades, MacD379, HamburgerRadio, Isra 6, Outerdrake, Full-date unlinking bot, Cnwilliams, Duncwilson, ChubbRck, Rjwilm-
siBot, Akira Kouchiyama, EmausBot, Gfoley4, Mk5384, RenamedUser01302013, Illegitimate Barrister, Bjermaine, Riosfan, ClueBot
NG, 19michael1990, David-golota, Widr, Jamestyrons, Calabe1992, BG19bot, Ramborobban, PTJoshua, Username7212345, Popstar-
weasel, 0521Steven, Altair, BattyBot, Cyberbot II, ChrisGualtieri, MichaelKalantaryan, KenJacowitz, BoxingGoMan, TKreuz, MrKnow-
Somethings 82, Sport and politics, Lugia2453, VIAFbot, Dean5407, Kennethaw88, Glazok2, Spp8912, Kcmaher, Ragomego, Kymako,
KasparBot, Figuroa, Dallas,h123 and Anonymous: 243

Trevor Berbick Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trevor_Berbick?0ldid=722357030 Contributors: The Anome, Zoe, Reboot, Paul A,
Ahoerstemeier, Arwel Parry, Finlay McWalter, R3mOt, Yelyos, Academic Challenger, Hadal, Matt Gies, TOO, Stevietheman, Chowbok,
Antandrus, MisfitToys, Yappakoredesho, RobbieFal, CyclopsScott, LindsayH, Bender235, JoeSmack, Bobo192, Richi, JYolkowski, Maya
Levy, Bbsrock, Pcpcpe, Woohookitty, Rjwilmsi, Mayumashu, JdforresterBot, Hansen9j, RobyWayne, Magalhdes, YurikBot, Wavelength,
ChrisP2K5, ArcTheLad, SluggoOne, NawlinWiki, TradeMark, Adamrush, Halloween jack, Wknight94, Moomoomoo, Neier, SmackBot,
KnowledgeOfSelf, Gilliam, SteveO, Chris the speller, Joenad, GoodDay, MeekSaftron, JSmith9579, Hoof Hearted, TheAxeGrinder, Ser
Amantio di Nicolao, Hey Teacher, Rodney Boyd, Shootmaster 44, Big Smooth, AEMoreira042281, Soxrock, Clarityfiend, DefLeppard Van-
Halen, Igoldste, Courcelles, W guice, Neoyamaneko, Andkore, Cydebot, MKil, Travelbird, Dumaka, Chris Henniker, Tthaas, Bobblehead,
Brett Dunbar, Editor Emeritus, MER-C, Connormah, Beeromatic, Jmorrison230582, Watermint, Jackboogie, EliteMike, Wayman975,
SportsAddicted, MartinBot, Warrickball, Kostisl, Athaenara, JumpO1, Zephyrus100, SaskatchewanSenator, Mistermandude, RoboMax-


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfredo_Evangelista?oldid=723628425
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earnie_Shavers?oldid=721883254
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leon_Spinks?oldid=721901254
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larry_Holmes?oldid=720612140
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trevor_Berbick?oldid=722357030
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CyberSem, SJP, Jevansen, LastChanceToBe, VolkovBot, TruckTurner, Feudonym, SieBot, Gruen, FoxLad, PbBot, Dabomb87, Sfan00
IMG, Hutcher, Cirt, Fep70, MickMacNee, Acabashi, DumZiBoT, XLinkBot, Byuusetsu, Addbot, Tassedethe, Lightbot, Luckas-bot,
Yobot, Southgater, AnomieBOT, Materialscientist, Mats01, Frankenpuppy, Loserpenguin15, Joaquin008, FrescoBot, Mrsreid, Cnwilliams,
RjwilmsiBot, DRAGON BOOSTER, WikitanvirBot, Mk5384, H311Bot, ClueBot NG, 19michael1990, Asalrifai, BG19bot, Loriendrew,
MichaelKalantaryan, BoxingGoMan, Sport and politics, Sean Ago, Kahtar, 1982vdven, Gepiv, Aa508186, Daddyman1962, KasparBot,
JIMCS89, Thephill237ad, Ksc~ruwiki, Wikileakial, Luizengmec, SugarBearBlacksmith, Dogman47, Henrys444 and Anonymous: 155

3.2 Images

File:01_Patterson_grave.JPG Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/01_Patterson_grave.JPG License: Public
domain Contributors: Transferred from en.wikipedia to Commons. Original artist: Anthony22 at English Wikipedia

File:Ali.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/da/Ali. jpg License: Public domain Contributors: ? Original artist:
?

File:AliCenter.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/15/AliCenter.jpg License: CC BY 2.0 Contributors:
Transferred from en.wikipedia to Commons by File Upload Bot (Magnus Manske). Original artist: The original uploader was Stevietheman
at English Wikipedia

File:Ali_MalcolmX_1964.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a0/Ali_MalcolmX_1964.jpg License: CC
BY-SA 4.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: EPHouston

File:Ambox_current_red.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/98/Ambox_current_red.svg License: CCO
Contributors: self-made, inspired by Gnome globe current event.svg, using Information icon3.svg and Earth clip art.svg Original artist:
Vipersnake151, penubag, Tkgd2007 (clock)

File:Ambox_currentevent.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/19/Ambox_currentevent.svg License: CCO
Contributors: self-made, inspired by Gnome globe current event.svg, using Information icon3.svg and Earth clip art.svg Original artist:
Vipersnake151, penubag, Tkgd2007 (clock)

File:Ambox_important.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b4/Ambox_important.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Own work, based off of Image:Ambox scales.svg Original artist: Dsmurat (talk - contribs)

File:AmericaAfrica.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/ca/AmericaAfrica.svg License: CC-BY-SA-3.0
Contributors: Created using Image:Flag of the UNIA.svg and Image:Map of USA without state names.svg. Original artist: Created by
Edward Deutsch (Jndrline)

File:Anderson_ali.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/60/Anderson_ali.jpg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: Transferred from en.wikipedia Original artist: Marylandstater

File:Bedfordshire’{}s_Flag.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/el/Bedfordshire%27s_Flag.svg License:
Public domain Contributors: Own work Original artist: Lookesmiley

File:Boxing_pictogram.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c2/Boxing_pictogram.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Own work Original artist: Thadius856 (SVG conversion) & Parutakupiu (original image)

File:Bronze_medal_icon_(B_initial).svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/60/Bronze_medal_icon_%?28B_
initial%29.svg License: Public domain Contributors: File:Bronze medal icon.svg Original artist: en:User:Andrwsc and others

File:Commons-logo.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: CC-BY-SA-3.0 Contribu-
tors: ? Original artist: ?

File:County_Flag_of_Nottinghamshire.svg  Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0c/County_Flag_of _
Nottinghamshire.svg License: Public domain Contributors: The Flag Institute [1] Original artist: The Flag Institute

File:Edit-clear.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f2/Edit-clear.svg License: Public domain Contributors: The
Tango! Desktop Project. Original artist:

The people from the Tango! project. And according to the meta-data in the file, specifically: “Andreas Nilsson, and Jakub Steiner (although
minimally).”

File:Elijah_Muhammad_and_Cassius_Clay_NYWTS.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b3/Elijah_
Muhammad_and_Cassius_Clay_NYWTS.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Divi-
sion. New York World-Telegram and the Sun Newspaper Photograph Collection. http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3¢16383 Original artist:
New York World-Telegram and the Sun staff photographer: Wolfson, Stanley, photographer.

File:Fayette_Station_Bridge_-_Tunney_Hunsaker_Sign.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e2/
Fayette_Station_Bridge_-_Tunney_Hunsaker_Sign.jpg License: CC BY-SA 4.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Brian M. Powell

File:FlagOfLancashire.PNG Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/27/FlagOfLancashire. PNG License: Public
domain Contributors: The Flag Institute [1] Original artist: Friends of Real Lancashire and The Flag Institute

File:FlagOfYorkshire.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/90/FlagOf Y orkshire.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: http://www.flaginstitute.org/index.php?location=10&flagtype=county&flagid=120 Original artist: The Yorkshire Ridings
Society and The Flag Institute

File:Flag_of_Alberta.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f5/Flag_of_Alberta.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: EMBLEMS OF ALBERTA ACT Original artist: User:Kooma

File:Flag_of_Antigua_and_Barbuda.svg Source:  https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/89/Flag_of_Antigua_and_
Barbuda.svg License: Public domain Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Argentina.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1a/Flag_of _Argentina.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Here, based on: http://manuelbelgrano.gov.ar/bandera/creacion-de-la-bandera-nacional/ Original artist: Government
of Argentina
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File:Flag_of_Arizona.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9d/Flag_of _Arizona.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Arkansas.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9d/Flag_of _Arkansas.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Aruba.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Flag_of_Aruba.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: http://www.vexilla-mundi.com/aruba.htm Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Australia.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/b9/Flag_of _Australia.svg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Austria.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/41/Flag_of _Austria.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: Own work, http://www.bmlv.gv.at/abzeichen/dekorationen.shtml Original artist: User:SKopp

File:Flag_of_Belgium_(civil).svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Flag_of _Belgium_%?28civil%29.svg
License: Public domain Contributors: 7 Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Belize.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e7/Flag_of_Belize.svg License: Public domain
Contributors:

e Used as Air Force insigna seen <a  data-x-rel='mofollow' class='external text'  href="http:
/Iwww.airliners.net/photo/Belize--- Air/Britten-Norman- BN-2A-21-Defender/0925855/
L/,<span>,&,</span>,sid=4b37¢91656bda8ae09cb1eb875668eba'>here</a>

e Improved version from xrmap flag collection 2.9.

Original artist: Caleb Moore

File:Flag_of_Bermuda.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bf/Flag_of Bermuda.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Own work Original artist: Version 1: Made by Caleb Moore from the Open Clip Art website and uploaded by
Nightstallion Version 2: Made by Nameneko from version 1 of Image:Flag of Bermuda.svg and version 2 of Image:Coa Bermuda.svg
by Cronholm144.

File:Flag_of_Brazil.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/05/Flag_of_Brazil.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Origi-
nal artist: ?

File:Flag_of_British_Columbia.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/Flag_of _British_Columbia.svg Li-
cense: Public domain Contributors: Province of British Columbia [2] Original artist: Original concepts of Arthur John Beanlands; Ambrose
Lee, York Herald (1906); and Conrad Swan, York Herald (1987), College of Arms, London.[3]. Rendered into SVG by -xfi-.

File:Flag_of_California.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/01/Flag_of_California.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Own work Original artist: Devin Cook

File:Flag_of_Cameroon.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/Flag_of Cameroon.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Drawn by User:SKopp Original artist: (of code) cs:User:-xfi-

File:Flag_of_Canada.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/ct/Flag_of_Canada.svg License: PD Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Colombia.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/21/Flag_of_Colombia.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Drawn by User:SKopp Original artist: SKopp

File:Flag_of_Colorado.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/46/Flag_of_Colorado.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Own work Original artist: This one is drawn to geometrical specification by User:Fleminra.

File:Flag_of_Connecticut.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/96/Flag_of Connecticut.svg License: Public
domain Contributors: from the xrmap flags collection, version 2.7 Original artist: Jean-Pierre Demailly, xrmap authors, Commons users
(SVG)

File:Flag_of_Costa_Rica.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f2/Flag_of _Costa_Rica.svg License: Public
domain Contributors: This vector image was created with Inkscape. Original artist: Drawn by User:SKopp, rewritten by User:Gabbe

File:Flag_of_Croatia.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1b/Flag_of _Croatia.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: http://www.sabor.hr/Default.aspx?sec=4317 Original artist: Nightstallion, Elephantus, Neoneol3, Denelson83, Rainman,
R-41, Minestrone, Lupo, Zscout370,

<a  href='//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:MaGa' title="User:MaGa'>Ma</a><a  href='//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:
Croatian_squares_L jubicic.png' class="image'><img alt='Croatian squares Ljubicic.png' src="https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/
commons/thumb/7/7f/Croatian_squares_Ljubicic.png/15px-Croatian_squares_Ljubicic.png' width="15" height='15" srcset="https:
/lupload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/7f/Croatian_squares_Ljubicic.png/23px-Croatian_squares_L jubicic.png 1.5x,
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/7f/Croatian_squares_L jubicic.png/30px-Croatian_squares_Ljubicic.png

2x'  data-file-width="202" data-file-height="202"' /></a><a href='//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User_talk:MaGa' title='User
talk:MaGa'>Ga</a> (based on Decision of the Parliament)

File:Flag_of_Cuba.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bd/Flag_of Cuba.svg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: Drawn by User:Madden Original artist: see below

File:Flag_of_Denmark.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9c/Flag_of Denmark.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Own work Original artist: User:Madden

File:Flag_of_England.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/be/Flag_of England.svg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Fiji.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/ba/Flag_of _Fiji.svg License: CCO Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Finland.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bc/Flag_of Finland.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: http://www finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/1978/19780380 Original artist: Drawn by User:SKopp
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bf/Flag_of_Bermuda.svg
http://openclipart.org/
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http://www.protocol.gov.bc.ca/protocol/prgs/symbols/symbols.htm
http://reg.gg.ca/heraldry/pub-reg/project.asp?lang=e&ProjectID=1406&ShowAll=1
//cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:-xfi-
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/01/Flag_of_California.svg
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:User:DevinCook
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/Flag_of_Cameroon.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
//cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:-xfi-
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/cf/Flag_of_Canada.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/21/Flag_of_Colombia.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/46/Flag_of_Colorado.svg
http://www.50states.com/flag/coflag.htm
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Fleminra
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/96/Flag_of_Connecticut.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f2/Flag_of_Costa_Rica.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Help:Inkscape
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Gabbe
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1b/Flag_of_Croatia.svg
http://www.sabor.hr/Default.aspx?sec=4317
http://www.sabor.hr/Default.aspx?sec=978
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bd/Flag_of_Cuba.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Madden
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9c/Flag_of_Denmark.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Madden
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/be/Flag_of_England.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/ba/Flag_of_Fiji.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bc/Flag_of_Finland.svg
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/1978/19780380
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
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File:Flag_of_Florida.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Flag_of _Florida.svg License: Pub-
lic domain Contributors: ~SVG based in this image Original artist: Unknown<a href="//www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q4233718'
title="wikidata:Q4233718'><img alt="wikidata:Q4233718' src="https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/ff/
Wikidata-logo.svg/20px- Wikidata-logo.svg.png'  width="20" height="11" srcset="https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/
thumb/f/ff/Wikidata-logo.svg/30px- Wikidata-logo.svg.png 1.5x, https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/ff/
Wikidata-logo.svg/40px- Wikidata-logo.svg.png 2x' data-file-width="1050" data-file-height="590" /></a>

File:Flag_of_France.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/c3/Flag_of_France.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Orig-
inal artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Georgia_(U.S._state).svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/Flag_of_Georgia_%28U.S.
_state%?29.svg License: Public domain Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Germany.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/ba/Flag_of_Germany.svg License: PD Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Ghana.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/19/Flag_of_Ghana.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: 7 Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Greece.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5c/Flag_of_Greece.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: own code Original artist: (of code) cs:User:-xfi- (talk)

File:Flag_of_Guinea.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ed/Flag_of _Guinea.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Haiti_(1964-1986).svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/58/Flag_of Haiti_%?281964-1986%
29.svg License: Public domain Contributors: based on Flag of Haiti.svg, Coat of arms of Haiti (1964-1986).svg, and Flags of the World -
Haiti - Historical Flags Original artist: Blmbo

File:Flag_of_Hungary.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c1/Flag_of Hungary.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors:

Flags of the World — Hungary Original artist: SKopp

File:Flag_of_Illinois.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/01/Flag_of_Illinois.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: ? Original artist: 7

File:Flag_of_Indiana.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ac/Flag_of_Indiana.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Indonesia.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9f/Flag_of Indonesia.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Law: s:id:Undang-Undang Republik Indonesia Nomor 24 Tahun 2009 (http://badanbahasa.kemdiknas.go.id/
lamanbahasa/sites/default/files/UU_2009_24.pdf) Original artist: Drawn by User:SKopp, rewritten by User:Gabbe

File:Flag_of_lowa.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/aa/Flag_of lowa.svg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Ireland.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/45/Flag_of Ireland.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: Drawn by User:SKopp Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Italy.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/03/Flag_of_Italy.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Jamaica.svg Source:  https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0a/Flag_of _Jamaica.svg License: — Public
domain Contributors: Own work Original artist: The source code of this SVG is <a data-x-rel="nofollow' class='external text'
href="//validator.w3.org/check ?uri=https %3 A %2F %2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FSpecial %3 AFilepath%2FFlag_of _
Jamaica.svg,<span>,&,</span>,ss=1#source'>valid</a>.

File:Flag_of_Japan.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/9e/Flag_of _Japan.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Origi-
nal artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Kentucky.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8d/Flag_of Kentucky.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Flag of Kentucky, from the xrmap flag collection 2.7 (ftp://ftp.ac-grenoble.fr/ge/geosciences/xrmap/data/) Original
artist: Commonwealth of Kentucky

File:Flag_of_Kenya.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/49/Flag_of_Kenya.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: http://www.kenyarchives.go.ke/flag_specifications.htm Original artist: User:Pumbaa80

File:Flag_of_Louisiana.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e0/Flag_of_Louisiana.svg License: Public do-

File:Flag_of_Luxembourg.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/da/Flag_of Luxembourg.svg License: Pub-
lic domain Contributors: Own work http://www.legilux.public.lu/leg/a/archives/1972/0051/a051.pdf#page=2, colors from http://www.
legilux.public.lu/leg/a/archives/1993/0731609/0731609.pdf Original artist: Drawn by User:SKopp

File:Flag_of_Malaysia.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/66/Flag_of _Malaysia.svg License: Public
domain Contributors: Create based on the Malaysian Government Website (archive version)
Original artist: SKopp, Zscout370 and Ranking Update

File:Flag_of_Mali.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Flag_of_Mali.svg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Manitoba.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c4/Flag_of Manitoba.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: <a href='//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Flag-of-Manitoba.jpg' class='image'><img alt='Flag-of-Manitoba.jpg'
src="https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/c/c5/Flag-of - Manitoba. jpg/250px-Flag- of -Manitoba. jpg' width="250'
height="167" srcset="https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/c/c5/Flag-of-Manitoba.jpg/375px- Flag-of-Manitoba.jpg
1.5x, https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/c/c5/Flag-of-Manitoba.jpg/500px-Flag-of - Manitoba.jpg 2x' data-file-
width='4272" data-file-height="2848" /></a>

Sodipodi’s Clipart Gallery (through Wayback Machine) Original artist: James Leigh & Echando una mano


https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Flag_of_Florida.svg
http://www.50states.com/flag/flflag.htm
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/c3/Flag_of_France.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/Flag_of_Georgia_%2528U.S._state%2529.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/Flag_of_Georgia_%2528U.S._state%2529.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/ba/Flag_of_Germany.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/19/Flag_of_Ghana.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5c/Flag_of_Greece.svg
//cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:-xfi-
//cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/User_talk:-xfi-
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ed/Flag_of_Guinea.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/58/Flag_of_Haiti_%25281964-1986%2529.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/58/Flag_of_Haiti_%25281964-1986%2529.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_Haiti.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Coat_of_arms_of_Haiti_(1964-1986).svg
http://www.fotw.net/flags/ht-hist.html#duv
http://www.fotw.net/flags/ht-hist.html#duv
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:B1mbo
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c1/Flag_of_Hungary.svg
http://flagspot.net/flags/hu.html
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/01/Flag_of_Illinois.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ac/Flag_of_Indiana.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9f/Flag_of_Indonesia.svg
//en.wikisource.org/wiki/id:Undang-Undang_Republik_Indonesia_Nomor_24_Tahun_2009
http://badanbahasa.kemdiknas.go.id/lamanbahasa/sites/default/files/UU_2009_24.pdf
http://badanbahasa.kemdiknas.go.id/lamanbahasa/sites/default/files/UU_2009_24.pdf
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Gabbe
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/aa/Flag_of_Iowa.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/45/Flag_of_Ireland.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/03/Flag_of_Italy.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0a/Flag_of_Jamaica.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Help:SVG
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/9e/Flag_of_Japan.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8d/Flag_of_Kentucky.svg
ftp://ftp.ac-grenoble.fr/ge/geosciences/xrmap/data/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/49/Flag_of_Kenya.svg
http://www.kenyarchives.go.ke/flag_specifications.htm
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Pumbaa80
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e0/Flag_of_Louisiana.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:....
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/da/Flag_of_Luxembourg.svg
http://www.legilux.public.lu/leg/a/archives/1972/0051/a051.pdf#page=2
http://www.legilux.public.lu/leg/a/archives/1993/0731609/0731609.pdf
http://www.legilux.public.lu/leg/a/archives/1993/0731609/0731609.pdf
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/66/Flag_of_Malaysia.svg
http://mygov.malaysia.gov.my/EN/Main/MsianGov/MsianFlagAndCrest/Pages/MsianFlagAndCrest.aspx
http://web.archive.org/web/20140507210010/http://mygov.malaysia.gov.my/EN/Main/MsianGov/MsianFlagAndCrest/Pages/MsianFlagAndCrest.aspx
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SKopp
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Zscout370
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Ranking_Update
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Flag_of_Mali.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c4/Flag_of_Manitoba.svg
http://web.archive.org/web/20050316094017/http://www.sodipodi.com/index.php3?section=clipart/flags&area=flags&n=49
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Echando_una_mano
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o File:Flag_of_Maryland.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a0/Flag_of Maryland.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: https://openclipart.org/detail/90175/usa-maryland Original artist: Michael Wheeler

o File:Flag_of_Massachusetts.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f2/Flag_of Massachusetts.svg License:
Public domain Contributors: from the xrmap flag collection 2.7. Original artist: State of Massachusetts

o File:Flag_of_Mexico.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/Flag_of _Mexico.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: This vector image was created with Inkscape. Original artist: Alex Covarrubias, 9 April 2006

o File:Flag_of_Michigan.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b5/Flag_of Michigan.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

o File:Flag_of_Minnesota.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b9/Flag_of Minnesota.svg License: Public
domain Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

o File:Flag_of_Missouri.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/Flag_of_Missouri.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

e File:Flag_of_Monaco.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/Flag_of Monaco.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

o File:Flag_of_Montana.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cb/Flag_of_Montana.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

o File:Flag_of_Nebraska.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4d/Flag_of Nebraska.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

o File:Flag_of_Nevada.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f1/Flag_of_Nevada.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: Original vector image from OpenClipart: usa_nevada.svg. Original artist: Caleb Moore

o File:Flag_of_New_Brunswick.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fb/Flag_of New_Brunswick.svg Li-
cense: CCO Contributors: Own work Original artist: Drawn and adapted by E Pluribus Anthony from and in accordance with above noted
website.

o File:Flag_of_New_Jersey.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Flag_of_New_Jersey.svg License: Public
domain Contributors: ? Original artist: 7

o File:Flag_of_New_York.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1a/Flag_of New_York.svg License: Public
domain Contributors: xrmap flag collection 2.7 Original artist: State of New York

o File:Flag_of_New_Zealand.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3e/Flag_of _New_Zealand.svg License:
Public domain Contributors: http://www.mch.govt.nz/files/NZ%20Flag%20- %20proportions.JPG Original artist: Zscout370, Hugh Jass
and many others

o File:Flag_of_Newfoundland_and_Labrador.svg  Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dd/Flag_of _
Newfoundland_and_Labrador.svg License: Public domain Contributors: Sodipodi’s Clipart Gallery Original artist: Robert Cros-
bie

o File:Flag_of_Nicaragua.svg  Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/19/Flag_of Nicaragua.svg  Li-

cense:  Public domain Contributors:  Own work based on: <a data-x-rel="nofollow' class='external text' href='https:
/ldocs.google.com/viewer ?a=v,<span>,&,</span>,q=cache:tRiqYRg_YJ4J:www.casc.gob.ni/index.php?option%3Dcom_
docman%?26task%3Ddoc_download%26gid%3D704%26Itemid % 3D4+ley+sobre+los+simbolo+patrios+nicaragua+
2002,<span>,&,</span>,hl=es,<span>,&,</span>,gl=ni,<span>,&,</span>,pid=bl,<span>,&,</span>,srcid=ADGEEShaqFptSDRqZyUoe WIWgMGTvcFvWOs
About Characteristics And Use Of Patriotic Symbols of Nicaragua</a> Original artist: C records (talk - contribs)

o File:Flag_of_Nigeria.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/79/Flag_of Nigeria.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

o File:Flag_of_North_Korea.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/51/Flag_of_North_Korea.svg License:
Public domain Contributors: Own work Original artist: Zscout370

o File:Flag_of_Northern_Ireland.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Flag_of Northern_Ireland.svg Li-
cense: Public domain Contributors: My rework of well-known design Original artist: Mamadou

o File:Flag_of_Norway.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d9/Flag_of_Norway.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: Own work Original artist: Dbenbenn

o File:Flag_of_Nova_Scotia.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c0/Flag_of Nova_Scotia.svg License: Pub-
lic domain Contributors: http://www.gov.ns.ca/cmns/flagspublic.asp Original artist: Some modifications by Zscout370.

o File:Flag_of_Ohio.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4c/Flag_of_Ohio.svg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: Construction sheet, also at [1] (see patent filing) Original artist: Designed by John Eisenmann, SVG code by <a href='//commons.
wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SiBr4' title='User:SiBr4">SiBrg </a>

o File:Flag_of_Oklahoma.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/Flag_of Oklahoma.svg License: Public
domain Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

o File:Flag_of_Ontario.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/88/Flag_of _Ontario.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

o File:Flag_of_Oregon.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b9/Flag_of Oregon.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: From the xrmap flag collection 2.7. Colors derived from image at World Flag Database. Original artist: User:Denelson83

e File:Flag_of_Panama.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ab/Flag_of_Panama.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: 7 Original artist: ?

o File:Flag_of_Pennsylvania.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Flag_of Pennsylvania.svg License: Pub-
lic domain Contributors: from the xrmap flag collection 2.7 Original artist: Simtropolitan, Jean-Pierre Demailly (old version)


https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a0/Flag_of_Maryland.svg
https://openclipart.org/detail/90175/usa-maryland
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f2/Flag_of_Massachusetts.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/Flag_of_Mexico.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Help:Inkscape
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:AlexCovarrubias
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b5/Flag_of_Michigan.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b9/Flag_of_Minnesota.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/Flag_of_Missouri.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/Flag_of_Monaco.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cb/Flag_of_Montana.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4d/Flag_of_Nebraska.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f1/Flag_of_Nevada.svg
http://openclipart.org/clipart/signs_and_symbols/flags/america/united_states/usa_nevada.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fb/Flag_of_New_Brunswick.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:E_Pluribus_Anthony&action=edit&redlink=1
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Flag_of_New_Jersey.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1a/Flag_of_New_York.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Lokal_Profil/xrmap_flag_collection
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3e/Flag_of_New_Zealand.svg
http://www.mch.govt.nz/files/NZ%2520Flag%2520-%2520proportions.JPG
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Zscout370
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Hugh_Jass
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dd/Flag_of_Newfoundland_and_Labrador.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dd/Flag_of_Newfoundland_and_Labrador.svg
http://www.sodipodi.com/index.php3?section=clipart/flags&area=flags&n=49
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/19/Flag_of_Nicaragua.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:C_records
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User_talk:C_records
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:Contributions/C_records
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/79/Flag_of_Nigeria.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/51/Flag_of_North_Korea.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Zscout370
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Flag_of_Northern_Ireland.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d9/Flag_of_Norway.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Dbenbenn
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c0/Flag_of_Nova_Scotia.svg
http://www.gov.ns.ca/cmns/flagspublic.asp
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Zscout370
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4c/Flag_of_Ohio.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Ohio_State_Flag_(design).jpg
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/upload/publications/agency/flag-110.pdf
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:US_D34810_S.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/Flag_of_Oklahoma.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/88/Flag_of_Ontario.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b9/Flag_of_Oregon.svg
http://www.flags.net/UNST01.htm
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Denelson83
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ab/Flag_of_Panama.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Flag_of_Pennsylvania.svg
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Simtropolitan
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File:Flag_of_Peru.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cf/Flag_of_Peru.svg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: Peru Original artist: David Benbennick

File:Flag_of_Portugal.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5c/Flag_of Portugal.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: http://jorgesampaio.arquivo.presidencia.pt/pt/republica/simbolos/bandeiras/index.html#imgs Original artist: Colum-
bano Bordalo Pinheiro (1910; generic design); Vitor Luis Rodrigues; Anténio Martins-Tuvélkin (2004; this specific vector set: see sources)

File:Flag_of_Puerto_Rico.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/28/Flag_of_Puerto_Rico.svg License: Pub-
lic domain Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Quebec.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5f/Flag_of_Quebec.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: SVG based on this file Original artist: (Vector graphics image by Krun)

File:Flag_of_SFR_Yugoslavia.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/71/Flag_of _SFR_Yugoslavia.svg Li-
cense: Public domain Contributors: Own work Original artist: Flag designed by Porde Andrejevi¢-Kun[3]

File:Flag_of_Saint_Kitts_and_Nevis.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fe/Flag_of_Saint_Kitts_and_
Nevis.svg License: Public domain Contributors: Own work in accordance with http://www.vexilla-mundi.com/saint_kitts_and_nevis.htm
Original artist: User:Pumbaa80

File:Flag_of_Samoa.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/31/Flag_of_Samoa.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Saskatchewan.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/Flag_of _Saskatchewan.svg License:
CCO Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Scotland.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/10/Flag_of _Scotland.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: http://kbolino.freeshell.org/svg/scotland.svg Original artist: none known

File:Flag_of_South_Africa.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/af/Flag_of _South_Africa.svg License:
Public domain Contributors: Per specifications in the Constitution of South Africa, Schedule 1 - National flag Original artist: Flag de-
sign by Frederick Brownell, image by Wikimedia Commons users

File:Flag_of_South_Africa_(1928-1994).svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2a/Flag_of_South_Africa_
9%281928-1994%29.svg License: Public domain Contributors: SVG based on this image Original artist: Parliament of South Africa

File:Flag_of_South_Carolina.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/Flag_of _South_Carolina.svg Li-
cense: Public domain Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_South_Dakota.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1a/Flag_of_South_Dakota.svg License:
CC BY-SA 3.0 Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Spain.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/9a/Flag_of_Spain.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Spain_(1945_-_1977).svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ae/Flag_of_Spain_%281945_-_
1977%29.svg License: GFDL Contributors: Own work Original artist: SanchoPanzaXXI

File:Flag_of_Sweden.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4c/Flag_of _Sweden.svg License: PD Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Switzerland.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f3/Flag_of_Switzerland.svg License: Public
domain Contributors: PDF Colors Construction sheet Original artist: User:Marc Mongenet

Credits:

File:Flag_of_Texas.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Flag_of _Texas.svg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Tonga.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9a/Flag_of_Tonga.svg License: CCO Contributors:
? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Trinidad_and_Tobago.svg Source:  https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/64/Flag_of _Trinidad_and_
Tobago.svg License: Public domain Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Tunisia.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/ce/Flag_of_Tunisia.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: http://www.w3.org/ Original artist: entraineur: BEN KHALIFA WISSAM

File:Flag_of_Uganda.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4e/Flag_of_Uganda.svg License: CCO Contribu-
tors: From the Open ClipArt Library website. Original artist: tobias

File:Flag_of_Uruguay.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fe/Flag_of_Uruguay.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: design of the sun copied from URL [1], which was copied by Francisco Gregoric, 5 Jul 2004 from URL [2] Original artist:
User:Reisio (original author)

File:Flag_of_Utah.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Flag_of Utah.svg License: CC BY-SA 3.0 Con-
tributors: Utah.gov and [1] Original artist: This vector was made by <a href="//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Ali_Zifan' title="User:
Ali Zifan'>Ali Zifan</a>

File:Flag_of_Venezuela.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/06/Flag_of _Venezuela.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: official websites Original artist: Zscout370

File:Flag_of_Virginia.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/47/Flag_of_Virginia.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: It is from the xrmap flag collection, specifically “usa_virginia.svg” in flags-2.6-src.tar.bz2. The README file in that collection
says of the SVG flags “We release them in the public domain”. The blue color has been redone based on vexilla-mundi. Original artist:
Commonwealth of Virginia


https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cf/Flag_of_Peru.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Dbenbenn
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5c/Flag_of_Portugal.svg
http://jorgesampaio.arquivo.presidencia.pt/pt/republica/simbolos/bandeiras/index.html#imgs
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/28/Flag_of_Puerto_Rico.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5f/Flag_of_Quebec.svg
http://www.drapeau.gouv.qc.ca/drapeau/images/images/drapeau.eps
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Krun
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/71/Flag_of_SFR_Yugoslavia.svg
http://www.fotw.net/flags/yu_fy.html
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fe/Flag_of_Saint_Kitts_and_Nevis.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fe/Flag_of_Saint_Kitts_and_Nevis.svg
http://www.vexilla-mundi.com/saint_kitts_and_nevis.htm
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Pumbaa80
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/31/Flag_of_Samoa.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/Flag_of_Saskatchewan.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/10/Flag_of_Scotland.svg
http://kbolino.freeshell.org/svg/scotland.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/af/Flag_of_South_Africa.svg
http://www.info.gov.za/documents/constitution/1996/96conssec1.htm
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2a/Flag_of_South_Africa_%25281928-1994%2529.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2a/Flag_of_South_Africa_%25281928-1994%2529.svg
http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/images/z/za-1928.gif
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/Flag_of_South_Carolina.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1a/Flag_of_South_Dakota.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/9a/Flag_of_Spain.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ae/Flag_of_Spain_%25281945_-_1977%2529.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ae/Flag_of_Spain_%25281945_-_1977%2529.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:SanchoPanzaXXI&action=edit&redlink=1
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4c/Flag_of_Sweden.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f3/Flag_of_Switzerland.svg
http://www.bk.admin.ch/themen/02268/02385/index.html?lang=de
http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/vtg/de/home/themen/internationale_kooperation/MP/militaerisches_zeremoniell.parsysrelated1.17761.downloadList.20706.DownloadFile.tmp/fahnenreglement51340d.pdf
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Marc_Mongenet
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Flag_of_Texas.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9a/Flag_of_Tonga.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/64/Flag_of_Trinidad_and_Tobago.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/64/Flag_of_Trinidad_and_Tobago.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/ce/Flag_of_Tunisia.svg
http://www.w3.org/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4e/Flag_of_Uganda.svg
http://openclipart.org/detail/17789/flag-of-uganda-by-tobias
http://openclipart.org/user-detail/tobias
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fe/Flag_of_Uruguay.svg
http://i52.photobucket.com/albums/g39/steelgirl_1/BanderasPaises/Uruguay.gif
http://www.armada.gub.uy/rou_20/rou_20.html
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Reisio
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Flag_of_Utah.svg
http://pioneer.utah.gov/research/utah_symbols/flag.html
http://pioneer.utah.gov/research/utah_symbols/images/FlyingFlagStateCapitolLarge.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/06/Flag_of_Venezuela.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Zscout370
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/47/Flag_of_Virginia.svg
ftp://ftp.ac-grenoble.fr/ge/geosciences/xrmap/data/flags-2.6-src.tar.bz2
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File:Flag_of_Wales_2.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/59/Flag_of _Wales_2.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Open Clipart Library Original artist: Unknown
Vector graphics by Tobias Jakobs

File:Flag_of_Washington,_D.C..svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3e/Flag_of Washington%2C_D.C.
.svg License: Public domain Contributors: own code according to Construction Details (Government of the District of Columbia, unti-
tled monograph, 1963, pp. 21-23. Original artist: (of code) cs:User:-xfi-

File:Flag_of_Washington.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/Flag_of _Washington.svg License: Public
domain Contributors: SVG generated from EPS file available from State of Washington website. Downloads listed here and file retrieved
on 14:25, 2 March 2006 (UTC) from here. Original artist: WA Secretary of State

File:Flag_of_Wisconsin.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/22/Flag_of Wisconsin.svg License: Public
domain Contributors: ? Original artist: 7

File:Flag_of_Yemen.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/89/Flag_of Yemen.svg License: CCO Contribu-
tors: Open Clip Art website Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_Zaire.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5c¢/Flag_of_Zaire.svg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: Own work based on official flags Original artist: User:Moyogo

File:Flag_of_the_Bahamas.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/93/Flag_of the_Bahamas.svg License:
Public domain Contributors: Own work Original artist: Bahamas government

File:Flag_of_the_Balearic_Islands.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7b/Flag_of _the_Balearic_Islands.
svg License: CCO Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_the_Canary_Islands.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b0/Flag_of _the_Canary_Islands.
svg License: Public domain Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_the_Netherlands.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/20/Flag_of _the_Netherlands.svg Li-
cense: Public domain Contributors: Own work Original artist: Zscout370

File:Flag_of_the_Netherlands_Antilles.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Flag_of _the_
Netherlands_Antilles_%281986-2010%29.svg License: Public domain Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_the_Philippines.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/99/Flag_of _the_Philippines.svg Li-
cense: Public domain Contributors: The design was taken from [1] and the colors were also taken from a Government website Original
artist: User:Achim1999

File:Flag_of_the_United_Kingdom.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/a/ae/Flag_of _the_ United_Kingdom.svg Li-
cense: PD Contributors: 7 Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_the_United_States.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/a/a4/Flag_of_the_United_States.svg License:
PD Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:Flag_of_the_United_States_Virgin_Islands.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/Flag_of _the_
United_States_Virgin_Islands.svg License: Public domain Contributors: It is from openclipart.org, specifically usa_virgin_islands.svg, by
Tobias Jakobs. Original artist: User:Dbenbenn

File:Floyd_Patterson_Wild_Wild_West_1968.JPG Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ef/Floyd_Patterson_
Wild_Wild_West_1968.JPG License: Public domain Contributors: eBay item Original artist: CBS Television

File:Folder_Hexagonal_Icon.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/48/Folder_Hexagonal_Icon.svg License: Cc-by-
sa-3.0 Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:GeorgeForemanSept09.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/80/GeorgeForemanSept09.jpg License:
CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: http://www .flickr.com/photos/eschipul/3893854893/ Original artist: Ed Schipul

File:George_Foreman_1973.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/George_Foreman_1973.jpg License:
CC BY-SA 3.0 nl Contributors: Nationaal Archief Fotocollectie Anefo Original artist: Nationaal Archief, Den Haag, Rijksfotoarchief:
Fotocollectie Algemeen Nederlands Fotopersbureau (ANEFO), 1945-1989 - negatiefstroken zwart/wit, nummer toegang 2.24.01.05, be-
standdeelnummer 926-2854

File:George_Foreman_2009.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/George_Foreman_2009.jpg License:
CC BY 2.0 Contributors: originally posted to Flickr as george foreman Original artist: el grito

File:Gold_medal_icon_(G_initial).svg Source:  https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d5/Gold_medal_icon_%?28G_
initial%29.svg License: Public domain Contributors: File:Gold medal icon.svg Original artist: en:User:Andrwsc and others

File:Ingemar_Johansson_and_Floyd_Pattersson_1959.JPG  Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bf/
Ingemar_Johansson_and_Floyd_Pattersson_1959.JPG License: Public domain Contributors: hd.se Original artist: SCANPIX

File:Jean-Pierre_Coopman.JPG Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1e/Jean-Pierre_Coopman.JPG License:
CC BY-SA 3.0 Contributors: eigen werk-foto Original artist: Karel leermans

File:Joe_Frazier’{}s_Gym_for_Sale.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/71/Joe_Frazier%27s_Gym_for_
Sale.jpg License: CC BY 2.0 Contributors: originally posted to Flickr as Down Goes Frazier! Original artist: Tony

File:Joe_Frazier_awarded_by_the_Daily_News.jpg Source:  https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/Joe_Frazier_
awarded_by_the_Daily_News.jpg License: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: Flickr: Golden Gloves - Joe Frazier Original artist: ToonariPost
— A News Mash Up

File:Joe_Frazier_awarded_the_Order_of_the_Palmetto.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/45/Joe_
Frazier_awarded_the_Order_of _the_Palmetto.jpg License: CC BY 2.0 Contributors: Flickr: Joe Fraizer award Original artist: TheDigitel
Beaufort


https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/59/Flag_of_Wales_2.svg
http://www.openclipart.org/people/tobias/tobias_Flag_of_Wales_-_United_Kingdom.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3e/Flag_of_Washington%252C_D.C..svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3e/Flag_of_Washington%252C_D.C..svg
http://fotw.vexillum.com/flags/us-dc.html
//cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:-xfi-
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/Flag_of_Washington.svg
http://www.secstate.wa.gov/flag/download.aspx
http://www.secstate.wa.gov/flag/download/flag_seal.eps
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/22/Flag_of_Wisconsin.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/89/Flag_of_Yemen.svg
http://openclipart.org/clipart//signs_and_symbols/flags/asia/yemen.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5c/Flag_of_Zaire.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Moyogo
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/93/Flag_of_the_Bahamas.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7b/Flag_of_the_Balearic_Islands.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7b/Flag_of_the_Balearic_Islands.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b0/Flag_of_the_Canary_Islands.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b0/Flag_of_the_Canary_Islands.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/20/Flag_of_the_Netherlands.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Zscout370
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Flag_of_the_Netherlands_Antilles_%25281986-2010%2529.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Flag_of_the_Netherlands_Antilles_%25281986-2010%2529.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/99/Flag_of_the_Philippines.svg
http://www.gov.ph/1936/03/25/executive-order-no-23/
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Achim1999
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/a/ae/Flag_of_the_United_Kingdom.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/a/a4/Flag_of_the_United_States.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/Flag_of_the_United_States_Virgin_Islands.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/Flag_of_the_United_States_Virgin_Islands.svg
http://openclipart.org/cgi-bin/navigate/signs_and_symbols/flags/america/united_states
http://openclipart.org/clipart/signs_and_symbols/flags/america/united_states/usa_virgin_islands.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Dbenbenn
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ef/Floyd_Patterson_Wild_Wild_West_1968.JPG
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ef/Floyd_Patterson_Wild_Wild_West_1968.JPG
http://www.ebay.com/itm/1968-Pro-Boxer-Floyd-Patterson-Debut-The-Wild-Wild-West-Press-Photo-95-/360539336941?pt=Art_Photo_Images&hash=item53f1d1b0ed&nma=true&si=2gc8nfJOR4RkNyftQqV1WZ6jU%252Bk%253D&orig_cvip=true&rt=nc&_trksid=p2047675.l2557
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/48/Folder_Hexagonal_Icon.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/80/GeorgeForemanSept09.jpg
http://www.flickr.com/photos/eschipul/3893854893/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/eschipul/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/George_Foreman_1973.jpg
http://www.gahetna.nl/over-ons/open-data
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/George_Foreman_2009.jpg
http://www.flickr.com/photos/mshick/3901846051/
http://www.flickr.com/people/mshick/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d5/Gold_medal_icon_%2528G_initial%2529.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d5/Gold_medal_icon_%2528G_initial%2529.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gold_medal_icon.svg
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Andrwsc
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bf/Ingemar_Johansson_and_Floyd_Pattersson_1959.JPG
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bf/Ingemar_Johansson_and_Floyd_Pattersson_1959.JPG
http://hd.se/sport/2006/05/11/floyd_patterson_doed_2/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1e/Jean-Pierre_Coopman.JPG
//commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Karel_leermans&action=edit&redlink=1
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/71/Joe_Frazier%2527s_Gym_for_Sale.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/71/Joe_Frazier%2527s_Gym_for_Sale.jpg
http://flickr.com/photos/22714323@N06/3529832586
http://flickr.com/people/22714323@N06
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/Joe_Frazier_awarded_by_the_Daily_News.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/Joe_Frazier_awarded_by_the_Daily_News.jpg
http://flickr.com/photos/60231159@N02/5645234540
http://www.flickr.com/people/60231159@N02
http://www.flickr.com/people/60231159@N02
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/45/Joe_Frazier_awarded_the_Order_of_the_Palmetto.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/45/Joe_Frazier_awarded_the_Order_of_the_Palmetto.jpg
http://flickr.com/photos/51809988@N06/5031597522
http://www.flickr.com/people/51809988@N06
http://www.flickr.com/people/51809988@N06
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File:Joe_Frazier_en_zijn_groep_tijdens_het_concert.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ae/Joe
Frazier_en_zijn_groep_tijdens_het_concert.jpg License: CC BY-SA 3.0 nl Contributors: Joe Frazier en zijn groep tijdens het concert
Collection / Archief: Fotocollectie Anefo

Nummer toegang: 2.24.01.05

Filenumber: 924-5576 Original artist: Nationaal Archief

File:KNorton.ATeam. jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f3/KNorton.ATeam.jpg License: Fair use Contributors:
http://boxrec.com/media/index.php/File:Randy_Cobb_Ken_Norton.jpg Original artist: ?

File:Larry_Holmes_2010.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7a/Larry_Holmes_2010.jpg License: CC BY
2.0 Contributors: Flickr: Larry Holmes @ Joe Fraizer award Original artist: TheDigitel Beaufort

File:Leon_Spinks_2.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/44/Leon_Spinks_2.jpg License: CC BY 3.0 Con-
tributors: Own work (Original text: I (Johnmaxmena (talk)) created this work entirely by myself.) Original artist: Johnmaxmena (talk) John
Mena

File:Leon_Spinks_3.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/Leon_Spinks_3.jpg License: CC BY 3.0 Con-
tributors: Own work (Original text: I (Johnmaxmena (talk)) created this work entirely by myself.) Original artist: Johnmaxmena (talk) John
Mena

File:Louisville_montage.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/74/Louisville_montage.jpg License: Public
domain Contributors: All CC/PD sources: File:Louisville skyline night.jpg, File:Cathedral Assumption Louisville.jpg, File:Louisville fire-
works. jpg, File:Louisville Kentucky Derby.jpg, File:LouisvilleSluggerMusem. jpg, File:Louisville Fourthstreetlive.jpg, File:The Kentucky
Center for the Performing Arts.jpg Original artist: Peter2006son (talk)

File:MuhammadAliundRonaldReagan. jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bc/
MuhammadAliundRonaldReagan.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: This media is available in the holdings of the National
Archives and Records Administration, cataloged under the ARC Identifier (National Archives Identifier) missing. Original artist: All the
photographs are in the public domain and may be credited “Courtesy Ronald Reagan Library.”

File:Muhammad_Ali’{}s_boxing_gloves.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/63/Muhammad_Ali%27s_
boxing_gloves.jpg License: CC BY-SA 2.5 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Mark Pellegrini

File:Muhammad_Ali_&_singer_Michel.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1d/Muhammad_Ali_%26_
singer_Michel.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: At filming of TV show, with permission
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