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Chapter 1

Flip Wilson

Flip Wilson (Decembe” 8, 1933 ཊ Novembe” 25, 1998)
was an Af”—can Ame”—can comed—an and acto”. In t–e
ea”ly 1970s, W—lson –osted –—s own weekly va”—ety se-
”—es, The Flip Wilson Show. T–e se”—es ea”ned W—lson a
Golden Globe and two Emmy Awa”ds.[1]

In Janua”y 1972, Time magaz—ne featu”ed W—lson’s —m-
age on t–e—” cove” and named –—m ནTV’s ិ”st black
supe”sta”པ.[2]

1.1 Early life

Bo”n Cle”ow W—lson, J”. —n Je”sey C—ty, New Je”sey, –e
was one of ten c–—ld”en bo”n to Co”nel—a Bullock and
Cle”ow W—lson, S”.[3][4] T–e latte” wo”ked as a –andy-
man and, because of t–e G”eat Dep”ess—on, was often out
of wo”k. W–en W—lson was seven yea”s old, –—s mot–e”
abandoned t–e fam—ly. H—s fat–e” was unable to ca”e fo”
t–e c–—ld”en alone and –e placed many of t–em —n foste”
–omes.[3] Afte” bounc—ng f”om foste” –omes to ”efo”m
sc–ool, 16-yea”-old W—lson l—ed about –—s age and jo—ned
t–e Un—ted States A—” Fo”ce. H—s outgo—ng pe”sonal—ty and
funny sto”—es made –—m popula”; –e was even asked to
tou” m—l—ta”y bases to c–ee” up ot–e” se”v—cemen. Cla—m-
—ng t–at –e was always ནី—pped outཔ, W—lson’s ba””acks
mates gave –—m t–e n—ckname ནFl—pཔ w–—c– –e used as
–—s stage name. D—sc–a”ged f”om t–e A—” Fo”ce —n 1954,
W—lson sta”ted wo”k—ng as a bell–op —n San F”anc—sco's
Mano” Plaza Hotel.

At t–e Plaza’s n—g–tclub, W—lson found ext”a wo”k play-
—ng a d”unken pat”on —n between ”egula”ly sc–eduled acts.
H—s —neb”—ated c–a”acte” p”oved popula” and W—lson be-
gan pe”fo”m—ng —t —n clubs t–”oug–out Cal—fo”n—a. At ិ”st
W—lson would s—mply ad-l—b onstage, but eventually –e
added w”—tten mate”—al and –—s act became mo”e sop–—s-
t—cated.

1.2 Career

Du”—ng t–e 1960s, W—lson became a ”egula” at t–e Apollo
T–eate” —n Ha”lem andwas a favo”—te guest onThe Tonight
Show, Laugh-In, and The Ed Sullivan Show. In 1970,

W—lson won a G”ammy Awa”d fo” –—s comedy album The

Devil Made Me Buy This Dress.

1.2.1 The Flip Wilson Show

Wilson in a 1970 publicity shot

A ”out—ne t—tled ནColumbus,པ f”om t–e album Cowboys

and Colored People, b”oug–t W—lson to Hollywood —n-
dust”y attent—on and led to t–e development of –—s own
telev—s—on s–ow. In t–—s b—t, W—lson ”etells t–e sto”y of
C–”—stop–e” Columbus f”om an anac–”on—st—c u”ban—zed
v—ewpo—nt, —n w–—c– Columbus conv—nces t–e Span—s–
mona”c–s to fund –—s voyage by not—ng t–at d—scove”—ng
Ame”—ca means t–at –e can also d—scove” Ray C–a”les.
Hea”—ng t–—s, Queen ནIsabel Jo–nsonཔ, w–ose vo—ce —s an
ea”ly ve”s—on of W—lson’s eventual ནGe”ald—neཔ c–a”acte”,
says t–at ནC–”—sཔ can –ave "all t–e money you want, –oney
ཋ You go find Ray C–a”les!" W–en Columbus depa”ts
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f”om t–e dock, an —neb”—ated Isabella —s t–e”e, test—fy—ng
to one and all t–at ནC–”—s gonna find Ray C–a”les!"

In 1970 W—lson’s va”—ety se”—es, The Flip Wilson Show,
debuted on NBC. He pe”fo”med —n comedy sketc–es and
played –ost to many Af”—can-Ame”—can ente”ta—ne”s, —n-
clud—ng T–e Jackson F—ve, T–e Temptat—ons, comed—an
Redd Foxx, and basketball playe” B—ll Russell. He g”eeted
all –—s guests w—t– t–e ནFl—p W—lson Hands–ake,": fou”
–and slaps, two elbow bumps ិn—s–—ng w—t– two –—p-
bumps. Geo”ge Ca”l—n was one of t–e s–ow’s w”—te”s, and
Ca”l—n alsomade f”e“uent appea”ances on t–e s–ow, as t–e
two would expand Ca”l—n’s news-weat–e”-spo”ts sat—”e.
W—lson’s c–a”acte”s —ncluded Reve”end Le”oy, mate”—al-
—st—c pasto” of t–e ནC–u”c– of W–at’s Happen—ng Nowཔ,
and –—s most popula” c–a”acte”, Ge”ald—ne Jones, w–o al-
ways ”efe””ed to –e” boyf”—end, ནK—lle”པ, and w–ose l—ne
ནT–e dev—l mademe do —tཔ became a nat—onal catc–p–”ase.

The Flip Wilson Show a—”ed t–”oug– 1974, gene”at—ng
–—g– ”at—ngs and popula”—ty among v—ewe”s and w—nn—ng
st”ong c”—t—cal accla—m, w—t– an unp”ecedented eleven
Emmy Awa”d nom—nat—ons du”—ng —ts ”un, w—nn—ng two.
W—lson also won a Golden Globe awa”d fo” Best Acto” —n
a Telev—s—on Se”—es.

Wilson as the Fox with Sandy Duncan as Pinocchio and Liz Tor-

res as the Cat in P—nocc–—o

1.2.2 Later years

Afte” The Flip Wilson Show ended —ts ”un, W—lson made
guest appea”ances on nume”ous TV comed—es and va”—-
ety s–ows, suc– as Here’s Lucy sta””—ng Luc—lle Ball and

The DeanMartin Show among ot–e”s. Ed Sull—van —nv—ted
W—lson to pe”fo”m seve”al t—mes on –—s popula” Sunday
n—g–t s–ow, and W—lson late” s—ngled out Sull—van as p”o-
v—d—ng –—s b—ggest ca”ee” boost. W—lson acted —n TV and
t–eat”—cal mov—es —nclud—ng Uptown Saturday Night and
The Fish that Saved Pittsburgh. In 1976, –e appea”ed as
t–e Fox —n a telev—s—on mus—cal adaptat—on of Pinocchio,
sta””—ng Sandy Duncan —n t–e t—tle ”ole and Danny Kaye
as M—ste” Geppetto, w—t– songs by Laugh-In compose”
B—lly Ba”nes.

In 1984, W—lson –osted t–e ”emake of People Are Funny.
F”om 1985 to 1986, W—lson played t–e lead ”ole —n t–e
CBS s—tcom Charlie & Co. W—lson’s last ”ole was a cameo
appea”ance —n t–e s—tcomLiving Single —n Novembe” 1993.

1.3 Personal life and death

W—lsonwasma””—ed tw—ce; –ema””—ed –—s ិ”st w—fe, Lave-
n—a W—lson née Dean, —n 1957; t–ey d—vo”ced —n 1967.
In 1979, –e ma””—ed Tuanc–a— MacKenz—e; t–ey d—vo”ced
—n 1984. Afte” w—nn—ng custody of –—s c–—ld”en —n 1979,
W—lson pe”fo”med less —n o”de” to spend mo”e t—me w—t–
–—s fam—ly. Befo”e becom—ng —ll, –e was an act—ve l—g–te”-
t–an-a—” p—lot.

On Novembe” 25, 1998, W—lson d—ed of l—ve” cance” —n
Mal—bu, Cal—fo”n—a, aged 64.[1]

1.4 Discography

• Flip Wilson’s Pot Luck (Scepte” 520, ”e—ssued as
Funny and L—ve at t–e V—llage Gate, Sp”—ngboa”d SP
4004)

• Flippin' (M—n—t 24012)

• Cowboys and Colored People (Atlant—c ATS 8149)

• You Devil You (Atlant—c SC 8179)

• The Devil Made Me Buy This Dress (L—ttle Dav—d LD
1000)

• The Flip Wilson Show (L—ttle Dav—d LD 2000)

• Geraldine (L—ttle Dav—d LD 1001)

• Flipped Out (Sunset Reco”ds SUS-5297)

1.5 In popular culture

T–e p–”ase ནW–at you see —s w–at you getཔ was often
used by W—lson’s Ge”ald—ne c–a”acte” and —nsp—”ed ”e-
sea”c–e”s at PARC and elsew–e”e to c”eate t–e ac”onym
WYSIWYG.[5]
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1.6 See also
• B—og”ap–y po”tal
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Chapter 2

The Flip Wilson Show

The Flip Wilson Show —s an –ou”-long va”—ety s–ow t–at
a—”ed —n t–e U.S. on NBC f”om Septembe” 17, 1970 to
June 27, 1974. T–e s–ow sta””ed Ame”—can comed—an
Fl—p W—lson; t–e p”og”am was one of t–e ិ”st Ame”—can
telev—s—on p”og”ams sta””—ng a black pe”son —n t–e t—tle
”ole to become –—g–ly successful w—t– a w–—te aud—ence.
Spec—ិcally, —t was t–e ិ”st successful netwo”k va”—ety se-
”—es sta””—ng an Af”—can Ame”—can.[1] Du”—ng —ts ិ”st two
seasons, —ts N—elsen ”at—ngs made —t t–e nat—on’s second
most watc–ed s–ow.

T–e s–ow cons—sted of many sk—ts ove” 60 m—nutes. It
also b”oke new g”ound —n Ame”—can telev—s—on by us—ng
a 'T–eat”e-—n-t–e-Round' stage fo”mat, w—t– t–e aud—ence
seated on all s—des of a c—”cula” pe”fo”mance a”ea (w—t–
some seats located behind t–e sketc– sets on occas—on).

W—lson was most famous fo” c”eat—ng t–e ”ole of
Ge”ald—ne Jones, a sassy, mode”n woman w–o –ad a
boyf”—end named K—lle” (w–o, w–en not —n p”—son, was
at t–e pool –all). Fl—p also c”eated t–e ”ole of Reve”end
Le”oy, w–o was t–e m—n—ste” of t–e C–u”c– of W–at’s
Happen—ng Now!. New pa”—s–—one”s we”e wa”y of com-
—ng to t–e c–u”c– as —t was –—nted t–at Reve”end Le”oy
was a con a”t—st. W—lson popula”—zed suc– catc–p–”ases as
୬What you see is what you get୭, and ୬The devil made
me do it!".
Geraldine Jones was a –uge pa”t of The Flip Wilson
Show and was played by W—lson wea”—ng women’s clot–-
—ng. Some of ནGe”ald—ne’sཔ most famous “uotes a”e,
ནT–e dev—l made me buy t–—s d”ess!, Don't you touc– me,
–oney, you don't know me t–at well!, You dev—l, you!"
and ནW–at you see —s w–at you get!"

In one ep—sode of t–e s–ow, ནGe”ald—neཔ and B—ll Cosby
we”e —n a sk—t called ནT–e N—g–t Nu”seཔ w–e”e Ge”ald—ne
and B—ll we”e —n a –osp—tal. B—ll was supposed to be t–e
s—ck pat—ent and Ge”ald—ne was t–e nu”se. ནS–eཔ was con-
v—nced t–at –e was t–e”e fo” a swollen ego. It ends w—t–
Ge”ald—ne ly—ng —n t–e –osp—tal bed watc–—ng –e” favo”—te
s–ow, Iron Hips, w–—le Cosby leaves. In anot–e”, s–e —s
w—t– Ray C–a”les and p”esents –—mw—t– a ”ewa”d f”om t–e
Ray C–a”les Fan Club, w–—c– —s a k—ss on t–e c–eek. Ray
asks w–at –e can do fo” –e”, and s–e says t–at s–e –as been
”e–ea”s—ng a song —n t–e s–owe” fo” t–e past week t–at s–e
wanted to s—ng w—t– –—m. All —n all, Ge”ald—ne Jones was

a favo”—te of Flip Wilson Show fans, and a majo” pa”t of
t–e s–ow and t–e yea”s t–at t–e s–ow was ”unn—ng.

Wilson as Herbie, the ice cream man with an attitude, and guest

star Joe Namath, 1972.

In add—t—on to t–e sk—ts, W—lson also s—gned many popu-
la” s—nge”s to p”ov—de ente”ta—nment. Af”—can-Ame”—can
s—nge”s suc– as Ella F—tzge”ald, James B”own, Lou—s A”m-
st”ong, Lena Ho”ne, Stev—e Wonde”, T–e Jackson 5, Ray
C–a”les, A”et–a F”ankl—n, Gladys Kn—g–t & t–e P—ps, T–e
Po—nte” S—ste”s, C–a”ley P”—de, T–e Temptat—ons, and T–e
Sup”emes appea”ed on t–e p”og”am, as well as many con-
tempo”a”y w–—te ente”ta—ne”s l—ke Bobby Da”—n (a f”e-
“uent guest on –—s s–ow), Roy Cla”k, Joan R—ve”s, T–e
Osmonds, Jo–nny Cas–, Jo–nny Mat–—s, Roge” M—lle”,
and Pat Boone. Usually, t–e s—nge”s also c–ose to pa”take
—n sk—ts w—t– W—lson.

W—lson’s clout allowed –—m to get bot– t–e new b”eak-
out pe”fo”me”s (suc– as T–e Jackson 5, Robe”ta Flack,
Sandy Duncan, L—ly Toml—n, Geo”ge Ca”l—n, R—c–a”d
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P”yo”, Albe”t B”ooks, Lola Falana and Melba Moo”e
all of w–om became ve”y popula” du”—ng t–—s pe”—od)
as well as establ—s–ed s—nge”s. In late 1971, gospel leg-
end Ma–al—a Jackson made one of –e” last publ—c pe”fo”-
mances on The Flip Wilson Show.

W–—le The Flip Wilson Show ិ”st s–a”ed a stud—o w—t–
ot–e” telev—s—on se”—es, W—lson’s mass—ve popula”—ty al-
lowed fo” –—m to get –—s own set of soundstages, sta”t—ng
—n t–e fall 1972 season. As t–e seasons went on, –oweve”,
t–e s–ow’s ”at—ngs sl—pped; ”at—ngs ac”oss t–e va”—ety s–ow
gen”e began a te”m—nal decl—ne —n t–e m—d-1970s. T–—s,
coupled w—t–W—lson’s ”epeated demands fo” –—g–e” ”a—ses
—n –—s sala”y, caused t–e se”—es to go ove” —ts budget and
led to —ts cancellat—on.

Half-–ou” ve”s—ons of t–e se”—es a—”ed on TV Land f”om
1997 to 2005. In 2011, t–e s–ow began a—”—ng on TVOne.
As of July 2012, –alf-–ou” ve”s—ons of t–e s–ow –ave been
featu”ed on t–e Asp—”e netwo”k.

2.1 Ratings
• 1970-1971: #2[2]

• 1971-1972: #2[3]

• 1972-1973: #12[4]

• 1973-1974: Not —n Top 30[5]

2.2 References
[1] T–e Fl—p W—lson S–ow

[2] Class—cTVH—ts.com: TV Rat—ngs > 1970’s

[3] Class—cTVH—ts.com: TV Rat—ngs > 1970’s

[4] Class—cTVH—ts.com: TV Rat—ngs > 1970’s

[5] Class—cTVH—ts.com: TV Rat—ngs > 1970’s

2.3 External links
• The Flip Wilson Show at t–e Inte”net Mov—e
Database

• The Flip Wilson Show at TV.com

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Brooks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lola_Falana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melba_Moore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahalia_Jackson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1972-73_American_network_television_schedule
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TV_Land
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TV_One_(U.S._TV_network)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aspire_(TV_network)
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/F/htmlF/flipwilsons/flipwilsons.htm
http://www.classictvhits.com/tvratings/1970.htm
http://www.classictvhits.com/tvratings/1971.htm
http://www.classictvhits.com/tvratings/1972.htm
http://www.classictvhits.com/tvratings/1973.htm
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0065294/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_Movie_Database
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_Movie_Database
http://www.tv.com/shows/the-flip-wilson-show/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TV.com
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2.4 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
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• The Flip Wilson Show Source: –ttp://en.w—k—ped—a.o”g/w—k—/T–e%20Fl—p%20W—lson%20S–ow?old—d=651032810 Contributors: C–oste”,
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2.4.2 Images
• File:Bob_Hope_Flip_Wilson_1969.JPG Source: –ttp://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/1/1b/Bob_Hope_Fl—p_W—lson_

1969.JPG License: Publ—c doma—n Contributors: eBay —tem Original artist: NBC Telev—s—on

• File:Commons-logo.svg Source: –ttp://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: ? Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

• File:Flip_Wilson_-_1970.jpg Source: –ttp://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/b/b9/Fl—p_W—lson_-_1970.jpg License: Publ—c
doma—n Contributors: eBay Original artist: News se”v—ce

• File:Flip_Wilson_Geraldine_1971.JPG Source: –ttp://upload.w—k—med—a.o”g/w—k—ped—a/commons/6/61/Fl—p_W—lson_Ge”ald—ne_1971.
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