


E”—c Holde”

Eric Himpton Holder, Jr. (bo”’ Ja’ua”y 21, 1951)
se”ved as t–e 82’d Atto”’ey Ge’e”al of t–e U’—ted States,
f”o‘ 2009 to 2015. Holde”, se”v—’g —’ t–e ad‘—’—st”at—o’
of P”es—de’t Ba”ack Oba‘a, —s t–e ិ”st Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’
to –old t–e pos—t—o’ of U.S. Atto”’ey Ge’e”al.[1]

Holde” p”ev—ously se”ved as a judge of t–e Supe”—o” Cou”t
of t–e D—st”—ct of Colu‘b—a a’d a U’—ted States Atto”-
’ey. W–—le a U.S. Atto”’ey, –e p”osecuted Co’g”ess‘a’
Da’ Roste’kowsk— (DཊIll—’o—s) fo” co””upt—o’ c–a”ges ”e-
lated to –—s ”ole —’ t–e Co’g”ess—o’al Post Oឹce sca’-
dal. Late”, –e was Deputy Atto”’ey Ge’e”al of t–e U’—ted
States a’d wo”ked at t–e law ិ”‘ of Cov—’gto’ & Bu”l-
—’g —’ Was–—’gto’, D.C. He was se’—o” legal adv—so” to
Ba”ack Oba‘a du”—’g Oba‘aཐs p”es—de’t—al ca‘pa—g’
a’d o’e of t–”ee ‘e‘be”s of Oba‘aཐs v—ce-p”es—de’t—al
select—o’ co‘‘—ttee. Du”—’g t–e Fast a’d Fu”—ous —’ves-
t—gat—o’, –e beca‘e t–e o’ly cab—’et ‘e‘be” —’ U.S. –—s-
to”y to be –eld —’ co’te‘pt of Co’g”ess.[2]

O’ Septe‘be” 25, 2014, t–e Just—ce Depa”t‘e’t a’-
’ou’ced Holde” would ”es—g’ w–e’ –—s successo” was
co’ិ”‘ed.[3] O’ Nove‘be” 8, 2014, P”es—de’t Ba”ack
Oba‘a ’o‘—’ated Lo”etta Ly’c–, t–e cu””e’t U’—ted
States Atto”’ey fo” t–e Easte”’ D—st”—ct of New Yo”k,
to succeed Holde” as t–e ’ext Atto”’ey Ge’e”al of t–e
U’—ted States.[4] Ly’c– was co’ិ”‘ed by t–e Se’ate o’
Ap”—l 23, 2015,[5] a’d swo”’ —’ o’ Ap”—l 27.[6]

1 Early life

E”—c H—‘pto’ Holde”, J”. was bo”’ —’ t–e B”o’x, New
Yo”k, to pa”e’ts w—t– ”oots —’ Ba”bados.[7][8][9] Holde”ཐs
fat–e”, E”—c H—‘pto’ Holde”, S”. (1905ཊ1970) was bo”’
—’ Sa—’t Josep–, Ba”bados a’d a””—ved —’ t–e U’—ted States
at t–e age of 11.[10][11] He late” beca‘e a ”eal estate b”o-
ke”. H—s ‘ot–e”, M—”—a‘, was bo”’ —’ New Je”sey, w–—le
–—s ‘ate”’al g”a’dpa”e’ts we”e —‘‘—g”a’ts f”o‘ Sa—’t
P–—l—p, Ba”bados.[11] Holde” g”ew up —’ East El‘–u”st,
Quee’s, a’d atte’ded publ—c sc–ool u’t—l t–e age of 10.
W–e’ e’te”—’g t–e 4t– g”ade –e was selected to pa”t—c—-
pate —’ a p”og”a‘ fo” —’tellectually g—fted stude’ts.[12]

I’ 1969, –e g”aduated f”o‘ Stuyvesa’t H—g– Sc–ool —’
Ma’–atta’ a’d atte’ded Colu‘b—a U’—ve”s—ty, w–e”e –e
played f”es–‘a’ basketball. He ea”’ed a B.A. deg”ee —’
A‘e”—ca’ H—sto”y —’ 1973.[13] Holde” ”ece—ved –—s J.D.
f”o‘ Colu‘b—a Law Sc–ool, g”aduat—’g —’ 1976. He
wo”ked fo” t–e NAACP Legal Defe’se a’d Educat—o’al
Fu’d du”—’g –—s ិ”st su‘‘e” a’d t–e U’—ted States At-

to”’ey du”—’g –—s seco’d su‘‘e”.[12]

W–—le at Colu‘b—a, Holde” was a ‘e‘be” of t–e
Stude’t Af”o-A‘e”—ca’ Soc—ety, w–—c– staged a
’o’-co’f”o’tat—o’al occupat—o’ of t–e ROTC lou’ge
a’d de‘a’ded t–at —t be ”e’a‘ed t–e Malcol‘ X
Lou’ge.[14][15][16][17][18][19]

2 Career

Afte” g”aduat—’g f”o‘ Colu‘b—a Law Sc–ool, Holde”
jo—’ed t–e U.S. Just—ce Depa”t‘e’t's ’ew Publ—c I’teg”—ty
Sect—o’ du”—’g a’ —’te”val last—’g f”o‘ 1976 to 1988.
Du”—’g –—s t—‘e t–e”e, –e ass—sted —’ t–e p”osecut—o’
of De‘oc”at—c Co’g”ess‘a’ Jo–’ Je’”ette fo” b”—be”y
d—scove”ed —’ t–e Absca‘ st—’g ope”at—o’.[20] I’ 1988,
Ro’ald Reaga’ appo—’ted Holde” to se”ve as a judge of
t–e Supe”—o” Cou”t of t–e D—st”—ct of Colu‘b—a.[21]

Holde” stepped dow’ f”o‘ t–e be’c– —’ 1993 to accept
a’ appo—’t‘e’t as U’—ted States Atto”’ey fo” t–e D—st”—ct
of Colu‘b—a f”o‘ P”es—de’t B—ll Cl—’to’. He was t–e
ិ”st black A‘e”—ca’ U.S. Atto”’ey —’ t–at oឹce.[12] At
t–e beg—’’—’g of –—s te’u”e, –e ove”saw t–e co’clus—o’
of t–e co””upt—o’ case aga—’st Da’ Roste’kowsk—, pa”t of
t–e Co’g”ess—o’al Post Oឹce sca’dal.[20] He was a U.S.
Atto”’ey u’t—l –—s elevat—o’ to Deputy Atto”’ey Ge’e”al
—’ 1997. Holde” also se”ved o’ T–e Geo”ge Was–—’gto’
U’—ve”s—ty's Boa”d of T”ustees —’ 1996 a’d 1997.

2.1 Deputy Attorney General

Holder opening an Interagency Working Group meeting of the

White House Initiative on Asian Americans hosted by the De-

partment of Justice on October 18, 2000.

I’ 1997, afte” t–e ”et—”e‘e’t of Ja‘—e Go”el—ck, Cl—’to’
’o‘—’ated Holde” to be t–e Deputy Atto”’ey Ge’e”al u’-
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2 2 CAREER

de” Ja’et Re’o. Holde” was co’ិ”‘ed seve”al ‘o’t–s
late” —’ t–e Se’ate by a u’a’—‘ous vote.[22] Du”—’g –—s
co’ិ”‘at—o’ –ea”—’g, Holde”ཐs oppos—t—o’ to t–e deat–
pe’alty was “uest—o’ed, but –e pledged –—s —’te’t—o’ to
coope”ate w—t– t–e cu””e’t laws a’d Re’o, say—’g, ནI a‘
’ot a p”opo’e’t of t–e deat– pe’alty, but I w—ll e’fo”ce
t–e law as t–—s Co’g”ess g—ves —t to us.པ[23] Holde” was t–e
ិ”st Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ to se”ve —’ t–at pos—t—o’.[12]

As Deputy Atto”’ey Ge’e”al, Holde”ཐs p”—‘a”y ”espo’s—-
b—l—t—es we”e —’ t–e a”eas of budget a’d pe”so’’el —ssues;
t–—s also —’cluded ”esolv—’g d—sputes a‘o’g depa”t‘e’t
–eads a’d b”—eិ’g ”epo”te”s o’ pol—cy —’—t—at—ves, ’at—o’al
secu”—ty —ssue, a’d ‘ajo” —’vest—gat—o’s,[12] —’clud—’g t–e
FBI —’vest—gat—o’s —’to allegat—o’s of b”—be”y a’d co””up-
t—o’ —’ t–e 2002 W—’te” Oly‘p—cs —’ Salt Lake C—ty.[24]

Holde” late” adv—sed Re’o —’ t–e ‘atte”s ”ega”d—’g t–e
I’depe’de’t Cou’sel statute. Re’o ‘ade t–e dec—s—o’ to
pe”‘—t Ke’’et– Sta”” to expa’d –—s —’vest—gat—o’ —’to t–e
Lew—’sky aាa—”, lead—’g to Cl—’to’ཐs —‘peac–‘e’t.[12]

I’ t–e wake of t–e ‘u”de”s of Matt–ew S–epa”d a’d
Ja‘es By”d, J”., Holde” was a vocal p”opo’e’t of ’ew
–ate c”—‘es laws —’ t–e U’—ted States. Holde” sa—d t–at
t–e cu””e’t laws placed ‘ajo” co’st”a—’ts o’ t–e ab—l—ty
of fede”al —’vest—gato”s a’d p”osecuto”s to ass—st —’ t–ese
types of cases.[25]

I’ –—s ិ’al days w—t– t–e Cl—’to’ ad‘—’—st”at—o’, Holde”
ca””—ed out –—s dut—es w—t– Cl—’to’ཐs last-‘—’ute pa”do’
of fug—t—ve a’d De‘oc”at—c co’t”—buto” Ma”c R—c–. Re-
ga”d—’g d—scuss—o’s w—t– t–e W–—te House lawye”s o’ t–e
—ssue, Holde” sa—d –e was at ិ”st ན’eut”alཔ o’ t–e dec—-
s—o’ to g”a’t R—c– a pa”do’, but ‘—g–t lea’ —’ favo” of —t
—f t–e”e we”e ’at—o’al secu”—ty be’eិts. Holde” sa—d t–at
–e was told t–at Is”ael— P”—‘e M—’—ste” E–ud Ba”ak –ad
asked Cl—’to’ to g”a’t t–e pa”do’. Holde” sa—d t–at, at t–e
t—‘e, –e d—d ’ot g—ve t–e case ‘uc– t–oug–t, because –e
d—d ’ot t–—’k t–e pa”do’ would be g”a’ted, as ’o fug—t—ve
–ad eve” p”ev—ously bee’ g”a’ted a p”es—de’t—al pa”do’.
He late” sa—d –e w—s–ed t–at –e –ad looked —’to —t ‘o”e
t–o”oug–ly,[26] a’d exp”essed ”eg”et ove” t–e —’c—de’t. ནI
w—s– t–at I –ad e’su”ed t–at t–e Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce was
‘o”e fully —’fo”‘ed a’d —’volved —’ t–—s pa”do’ p”ocessཔ,
–e sa—d ad‘—tt—’g t–e ‘—stake.[27]

Republ—ca’s o’ t–e House Gove”’‘e’t Refo”‘ Co‘‘—t-
tee d—sag”eed w—t– Holde”ཐs ve”s—o’ a’d alleged t–at –e
was a k’ow—’g pa”t—c—pa’t, acco”d—’g to a 2003 ”epo”t.
T–ey sa—d Holde” fa—led to fully —’fo”‘ p”osecuto”s of t–e
pe’d—’g pa”do’, a’d t–ey c”—t—c—zed –—s ན’eut”al lea’—’g
favo”ableཔ op—’—o’ to Cl—’to’.[28]

Fo”‘e” FBI d—”ecto”, Lou—s F”ee–, co‘‘e’ted o’ t–e
‘atte” —’ 2009, say—’g t–at t–e Cl—’to’ W–—te House –ad
ནusedཔ Holde” a’d kept bot– t–e FBI a’d t–e DOJ —’
t–e da”k as to t–e—” full act—v—t—es a”ou’d t–e last ‘—’ute
pa”do’s.[29]

Holde” b”—eីy se”ved as Act—’g Atto”’ey Ge’e”al u’de”
P”es—de’t Geo”ge W. Bus– u’t—l t–e Se’ate co’ិ”‘ed
Bus–ཐs ’o‘—’ee Jo–’ As–c”oft.[30]

Official photo as Deputy Attorney General, ca. 2000

2.2 Private practice

F”o‘ 2001 u’t—l –e beca‘e Atto”’ey Ge’e”al, Holde”
wo”ked as a’ atto”’ey at Cov—’gto’ & Bu”l—’g —’ Was–-
—’gto’, D.C., ”ep”ese’t—’g cl—e’ts suc– as Me”ck a’d
t–e Nat—o’al Football League.[7][12] He ”ep”ese’ted t–e
NFL du”—’g —ts dog ិg–t—’g —’vest—gat—o’ aga—’st M—c–ael
V—ck.[31]

I’ 2004, Holde” –elped ’egot—ate a’ ag”ee‘e’t w—t– t–e
Just—ce Depa”t‘e’t fo” C–—“u—ta B”a’ds I’te”’at—o’al —’
a case t–at —’volved C–—“u—taཐs pay‘e’t of ནp”otect—o’
‘o’eyཔ to t–e U’—ted Self-Defe’se Fo”ces of Colo‘-
b—a, a g”oup o’ t–e U.S. gove”’‘e’tཐs l—st of te””o”—st
o”ga’—zat—o’s.[32][33] I’ t–e ag”ee‘e’t, C–—“u—taཐs oឹc—als
pleaded gu—lty a’d pa—d a ិ’e of $25 ‘—ll—o’. Holde” ”ep-
”ese’ted C–—“u—ta —’ t–e c—v—l act—o’ t–at g”ew out of t–—s
c”—‘—’al case.[33] I’ Ma”c– 2004, Holde” a’d Cov—’gto’
& Bu”l—’g we”e –—”ed by Ill—’o—s Gove”’o” Rod Blagoje-
v—c– to act as a spec—al —’vest—gato” to t–e Ill—’o—s Ga‘—’g
Boa”d. T–e —’vest—gat—o’ was subse“ue’tly ca’celed o’
May 18, 2004.[34]

T–e ិ”‘ ”ep”ese’ted Gua’ta’a‘o —’‘ates but Holde”
ན’eve” pa”t—c—pated d—”ectly —’ t–e ិ”‘ཐs Gua’ta’a‘o
wo”kཔ, a’d —s ’ot expected to ”ecuse –—‘self f”o‘‘atte”s
pe”ta—’—’g to —t.[35]

Du”—’g –—s yea”s —’ p”—vate p”act—ce, Holde” ”ep”ese’ted
t–e Sw—ss p”—vate ba’k UBS. Because of t–—s, –e ”ecused
–—‘self f”o‘ pa”t—c—pat—’g —’ t–e Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce
—’vest—gat—o’ of UBSཐs abett—’g of tax evas—o’ by U.S.
accou’t-–olde”s a’d t–e p”osecut—o’ of B”ad B—”ke’feld.
(As Atto”’ey Ge’e”al, –e also –ad to bow out of t–e
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3.2 Global War on Terrorism 3

Roge” Cle‘e’s co’te‘pt of Co’g”ess p”osecut—o’ be-
cause t–e p—tc–e” was o’ce a cl—e’t of Cov—’gto’ a’d
Bu”l—’g.)[36][37]

W–—le D.C. v. Heller was be—’g –ea”d by t–e Sup”e‘e
Cou”t —’ 2008, Holde” jo—’ed t–e Re’o-led a‘—cus b”—ef,
w–—c– u”ged t–e Sup”e‘e Cou”t to up–old Was–—’gto’,
D.C.'s –a’dgu’ ba’ a’d sa—d t–e pos—t—o’ of t–e Depa”t-
‘e’t of Just—ce, f”o‘ F”a’kl—’ Roosevelt t–”oug– Cl—’-
to’, was t–at t–e Seco’d A‘e’d‘e’t does ’ot p”otect a’
—’d—v—dual ”—g–t to keep a’d bea” a”‘s fo” pu”poses u’”e-
lated to a Stateཐs ope”at—o’ of a well-”egulated ‘—l—t—a.[38]

Holde” sa—d t–at ove”tu”’—’g t–e 1976 law ནope’s t–e doo”
to ‘o”e people –av—’g ‘o”e access to gu’s a’d putt—’g
gu’s o’ t–e st”eets.པ[39]

I’ late 2007, Holde” jo—’ed t–e’-Se’ato” Ba”ackOba‘aཐs
p”es—de’t—al ca‘pa—g’ as a se’—o” legal adv—so”. He se”ved
o’ Oba‘aཐs v—ce p”es—de’t—al select—o’ co‘‘—ttee.[21]

3 Attorney General of the United
States

3.1 Nomination

O’ Dece‘be” 1, 2008, Oba‘a a’’ou’ced t–at Holde”
would be –—s ’o‘—’ee fo” Atto”’ey Ge’e”al of t–e U’—ted
States.[40][41] Oba‘a p”a—sed –—s ནtoug–’ess a’d —’depe’-
de’ce.པ Oba‘a we’t o’ to say t–at "[Holde”] —s deeply fa-
‘—l—a” w—t– t–e law e’fo”ce‘e’t c–alle’ges we face: f”o‘
te””o”—s‘ to cou’te”-—’tell—ge’ce; f”o‘w–—te-colla” c”—‘e
to publ—c co””upt—o’.པ Holde” e‘p–as—zed ’at—o’al secu-
”—ty as a p”—o”—ty —f co’ិ”‘ed, ནWe ca’ a’d we ‘ust e’-
su”e t–at t–e A‘e”—ca’ people ”e‘a—’ secu”e a’d t–at t–e
g”eat Co’st—tut—o’al gua”a’tees t–at deិ’e us as a ’at—o’
a”e t”uly valued.པ[42]

He was fo”‘ally ’o‘—’ated o’ Ja’ua”y 20, 2009 a’d was
ove”w–el‘—’gly app”oved by t–e Se’ate Jud—c—a”y Co‘-
‘—ttee o’ Ja’ua”y 28 w—t– a b—pa”t—sa’ vote of 17 to
2.[43][44] He was oឹc—ally co’ិ”‘ed by t–e e’t—”e Se’-
ate o’ Feb”ua”y 2, 2009 by a vote of 75 to 21.[45] beco‘-
—’g t–e ’at—o’ཐs ិ”st Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’ Atto”’ey Ge’e”al.
H—s —’stallat—o’ took place o’ Ma”c– 27, 2009 at t–e L—s-
’e” Aud—to”—u‘ of Geo”ge Was–—’gto’ U’—ve”s—ty. As
of –—s —’d—cat—o’ to step dow’ o’ Septe‘be” 25, 2014,
Holde” –ad t–e fou”t– lo’gest te’u”e of a’yAtto”’eyGe’-
e”al —’ U.S. –—sto”y.[3]

3.2 Global War on Terrorism

As Atto”’ey Ge’e”al, Holde” –as bee’ a stau’c– defe’de”
of t–e P”es—de’tཐs legal ”—g–t to p”osecute t–e Wa” o’ Te”-
”o”. I’May 2011, Holde” test—ិed befo”e Co’g”ess o’ t–e
legal—ty of t–e ope”at—o’ w–e”e US spec—al fo”ces k—lled
Osa‘a B—’ Lade’ ea”l—e” t–at ‘o’t–. Holde” test—ិed t–at
t–e ope”at—o’ to k—ll B—’ Lade’ was legal, stat—’g t–at —’-

te”’at—o’al law allows fo” ta”get—’g e’e‘y co‘‘a’de”s.
To suppo”t t–—s po—’t, Holde” sa—d t–at co‘pute” ev—de’ce
se—zed f”o‘ t–e ”a—d de‘o’st”ated t–at B—’ Lade’ was
st—ll lead—’g al-Qaeda. Mo”eove”, Holde” sa—d, t–e Navy
SEALs co’ducted t–e‘selves —’ a ‘a’’e” co’s—ste’t w—t–
A‘e”—ca’ values, a’d t–at t–e pa”a‘ete”s of t–e ‘—ss—o’
—’cluded captu”—’g B—’ Lade’.[46]

Holder with Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton on December 2,

2008

Holde” defe’ded t–e legal—ty of d”o’e st”—kes aga—’st te”-
”o”—sts. Add”ess—’g t–e deat– of A’wa” al-Aula“—, a’
A‘e”—ca’ c—t—ze’ w–o was a’ alleged leade” of a’d ”e-
c”u—te” fo” al-Qaeda ope”at—’g —’ Ye‘e’, Holde” sa—d
ནT–e U.S. gove”’‘e’tཐs use of let–al fo”ce —’ self de-
fe’se aga—’st a leade” of al-Qaeda o” a’ assoc—ated fo”ce
w–o p”ese’ts a’ —‘‘—’e’t t–”eat of v—ole’t attack would
’ot be u’lawful.པ He outl—’ed a t–”ee-pa”t test to aឹ”‘
t–e legal—ty of t–e st”—kes: t–e te””o”—st poses a’ —‘‘—-
’e’t t–”eat of v—ole’ce to t–e U’—ted States, captu”e —s
’ot poss—ble a’d t–e ope”at—o’ —s co’ducted —’ a ‘a’’e”
co’s—ste’t w—t– t–e p”—’c—ples of t–e law of wa”.[47]

I’ Ap”—l 2011, Holde” a’’ou’ced t–at accused Septe‘be”
11 attack co’sp—”ato”s K–al—d S–e—k–Mo–a‘‘ed, Ra‘z—
B—’ al-S–—b–, Wal—d b—’ Attas–, Al— Abdul Az—z Al—
a’d Mustafa A–‘ed al-Hawsaw— would be t”—ed by
‘—l—ta”y co‘‘—ss—o’s.[48] T–—s dec—s—o’ was a ”eve”sal
f”o‘ Holde”ཐs pos—t—o’ —’ 2009, w–e’ –e –ad p”ev—ously
stated t–at –e would b”—’g t–e suspects to New Yo”k fo”
t”—al.[49] Holde” sa—d t–at –e bel—eved t–e t”—als could –ave
bee’ –eld —’ New Yo”k o” V—”g—’—a, but t–at Co’g”ess
—‘posed ”est”—ct—o’s o’ w–e”e t–e t”—al could be –eld, ”e-
‘ov—’g t–e dec—s—o’ f”o‘ –—‘.[50]

I’ July 2010, Holde” ីew to Ka‘pala, Uga’da, to ad-
d”ess t–e Heads of State Su‘‘—t of t–e Af”—ca’ U’—o’,
w–e”e –e d—scussed t–e Oba‘a Ad‘—’—st”at—o’ཐs p”—o”—-
t—es w—t– ”ega”ds to Af”—ca a’d t–e te””o”—st bo‘b—’gs —’
Ka‘pala du”—’g t–e Wo”ld Cup.[51][52] Holde” vowed to
wo”k close” w—t– oឹc—als —’ t–e Af”—ca’ U’—o’ to stop
te””o”—s‘, a’d –e a’’ou’ced t–at t–e FBI would be p”o-
v—d—’g a tea‘ of fo”e’s—c spec—al—sts to –elp gat–e” —’fo”-
‘at—o’ about t–e attack, —’ t–e –opes of captu”—’g t–e
te””o”—sts.[53]
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3.3 Civil rights

Holder laying a wreath at the memorial site of theWounded Knee

Massacre in South Dakota

3.3.1 Voting rights and redistricting

Holde” —s a stau’c– p”opo’e’t of defe’d—’g t–e Vot—’g
R—g–ts Act of 1965, w–—c– was ”eaut–o”—zed —’ 2006 w—t–
b—pa”t—sa’ suppo”t. Holde” –as c”—t—c—zed ’ew Vote” ID
laws —’ Texas, Flo”—da a’d ot–e” states, w–—c– –e suggests
‘ay be pol—t—cally ‘ot—vated. I’ 2011, Holde” sa—d, ནT–e
”eal—ty —s t–at —’ ju”—sd—ct—o’s ac”oss t–e cou’t”y, bot–
ove”t a’d subtle fo”‘s of d—sc”—‘—’at—o’ ”e‘a—’ all too
co‘‘o’.པ He we’t o’ to c”—t—c—ze Texas ”ed—st”—ct—’g ef-
fo”ts, w–e”e t–e state –ad —’c”eased —ts populat—o’ by fou”
‘—ll—o’ people, ‘ost of w–o‘ a”e Lat—’o, but t–e state
–ad ’ot allocated a’y ’ew Co’g”ess—o’al seats to ”ep”e-
se’t H—spa’—c vote”s.[54]

U’de” Holde”ཐs te’u”e, t–e DOJ successfully sued S–elby
Cou’ty, Alaba‘a, fo” a v—olat—o’ of Sect—o’ 5 of t–e Vot-
—’g R—g–ts Act. T–e s‘all tow’ of Cale”a –ad ”e-d”aw’
t–e c—ty cou’c—l d—st”—cts w—t–out ”ece—v—’g p”e-clea”a’ce
f”o‘ t–e DOJ, w–—c– —s ”e“u—”ed by Sect—o’ 5 —’ o”de”
to e’su”e t–at Sout–e”’ states do ’ot use suc– tact—cs to
weake’ pol—t—cal ”ep”ese’tat—o’ fo” ‘—’o”—ty co‘‘u’—-
t—es. Fo” local elect—o’s, Cale”a –ad d—v—ded t–e Af”—ca’-
A‘e”—ca’ pa”t of tow’, sub‘e”g—’g —t —’to two ot–e” d—s-
t”—cts, a’d el—‘—’at—’g t–e c—tyཐs sole Af”—ca’-A‘e”—ca’
cou’c—l‘a’. Cale”a ”espo’ded by a”gu—’g t–at t–e p”o-
cess of p”e-clea”a’ce w—t– t–e DOJ s–ould ’o lo’ge” be
”e“u—”ed. O’ Septe‘be” 21, 2011, t–e fede”al d—st”—ct

cou”t up–eld t–e co’st—tut—o’al—ty of Sect—o’ 5 of t–e Vot-
—’g R—g–ts Act, but t–e dec—s—o’ was ove”tu”’ed by t–e
Sup”e‘e Cou”t —’ S–elby Cou’ty v. Holde”, w–—c– ef-
fect—vely st”uck dow’ Sect—o’ 5 of t–e act.

I’ May 2012, w—t– ove” a doze’ states pus–—’g ’ew vote”
—de’t—ិcat—o’ laws, Holde” stated t–at –e bel—eved t–ese
’ew laws would –a‘pe” t–e ab—l—ty of t–e elde”ly, stude’ts
a’d ‘—’o”—t—es to vote. Rega”d—’g vot—’g ”—g–ts, –e sa—d,
ནfo” t–e ិ”st t—‘e —’ ou” [l—fet—‘es], we a”e fa—l—’g to l—ve
up to o’e of ou” ‘ost ’oble —deals.པ Holde” pledged t–at
t–e DOJ would act ནagg”ess—velyཔ —’ ិg–t—’g t–ese ’ew
laws. He we’t o’ to say t–at ནWe –ave to –o’o” t–e ge’-
e”at—o’s t–at took ext”ao”d—’a”y ”—sksཔ to ac–—eve t–e ”—g–t
to vote.[55]

I’ a speec– befo”e t–e NAACP —’ July 2012, Holde” we’t
o’ to say t–at t–e Texas vote” ID laws we”e a ནpol—t—-
cal p”etext to d—se’f”a’c–—se A‘e”—ca’ c—t—ze’s of t–e—”
‘ost p”ec—ous ”—g–t.པ[56] Holde” co‘pa”ed t–e p”act—ces
of t–ese states to t–ose —’ t–e e”a of J—‘ C”ow seg”ega-
t—o’. Holde” sa—d, ནMa’y of t–ose w—t–out IDs would –ave
to t”avel g”eat d—sta’ces to get t–e‘ ཊ a’d so‘e would
st”uggle to pay fo” t–e docu‘e’ts t–ey ‘—g–t ’eed to ob-
ta—’ t–e‘. We call t–ose poll taxes.པ.[57]

I’ Ap”—l 2013, Holde” vowed to co’t—’ue to e’fo”ce fed-
e”al vot—’g ”—g–ts laws w—t–—’ t–e scope of –—s powe”, ”e-
ga”dless of –ow t–e U’—ted States Sup”e‘e Cou”t dec—ded
—’ t–e pe’d—’g case ”ega”d—’g vot—’g ”—g–ts.[58][59]

3.3.2 Arizona SB 1070

I’ May 2010, Holde” exp”essed co’ce”’s ove” ”epo”ts –e
–ad ”ece—ved ”ega”d—’g ནA”—zo’aཐs toug– ’ew —‘‘—g”at—o’
law". He sa—d t–at –e fea”ed t–at t–e law ‘—g–t ནlead to
”ac—al p”oិl—’gཔ. Holde” ”ece—ved c”—t—c—s‘ o’ t–e pol—t—cal
”—g–t fo” c”—t—c—z—’g t–e law befo”e –e –ad ”ead —t —’ —ts
e’t—”ety.[60][61]

Howeve”, —’ July 2010, afte” t–e DOJ ”ev—ewed t–e law,
Holde” ិled su—t aga—’st A”—zo’a o’ t–e g”ou’ds t–at t–e
state law —s p”ee‘pted by fede”al law. Holde” was “uoted
as say—’g, ནI u’de”sta’d, ិ”st oា, t–e f”ust”at—o’ of t–e
people of A”—zo’a a’d t–e co’ce”’s t–at t–ey –ave w—t–
”ega”d to t–e a‘ou’t of —llegal —‘‘—g”at—o’ t–at occu”s,
but t–e solut—o’ t–at t–e A”—zo’a leg—slatu”e ca‘e up w—t–
—s —’co’s—ste’t w—t– ou” fede”al Co’st—tut—o’.པ[62]

T–e co’t”ove”s—al law was l—t—gated befo”e t–e US
Sup”e‘e Cou”t, a’d —’ Ju’e 2012, t–e ‘ajo”—ty of p”ov—-
s—o’s we”e st”uck dow’. Holde” sa—d t–at alt–oug– –e was
pleased t–at ‘uc– of t–e law –ad bee’ st”uck dow’, –e
”e‘a—’ed co’ce”’ed ove” t–e bu”de’ —t ‘—g–t place o’ lo-
cal law e’fo”ce‘e’t to e’fo”ce fede”al —‘‘—g”at—o’ law
a’d t–e poss—b—l—ty t–at —t ‘—g–t be used to d—sc”—‘—’ate
aga—’st t–e Lat—’o co‘‘u’—ty. He vowed to co’t—’ue to
‘o’—to” t–e —‘pact of t–e law.[63]

Holde” –as also stated t–at –e suppo”ts co‘p”e–e’s—ve —‘-
‘—g”at—o’ ”efo”‘, add—’g t–at —t —s a ན‘atte” of c—v—l ”—g–ts
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a’d –u‘a’ ”—g–ts.པ[64]

3.3.3 Same-sex marriage

I’ Feb”ua”y 2011, Holde” a’’ou’ced t–at t–e DOJ would
’o lo’ge” defe’d cases —’volv—’g t–e Defe’se of Ma”-
”—age Act —’ cou”t. Holde” –ad ”eco‘‘e’ded t–—s cou”se
of act—o’ to t–e P”es—de’t, a”gu—’g t–at t–e Defe’se of
Ma””—age Act was u’co’st—tut—o’al, as laws t–at p”o–—b—t
t–e ‘a””—age of gay couples do ’ot ‘eet t–e legal p”—’-
c—ple of st”—ct sc”ut—’y. Holde” c—ted c–a’g—’g law —’
suppo”t of –—s act—o’: ནMuc– of t–e legal la’dscape –as
c–a’ged —’ t–e 15 yea”s s—’ce Co’g”ess passed DOMA.
T–e Sup”e‘e Cou”t –as ”uled t–at laws c”—‘—’al—z—’g –o-
‘osexual co’duct a”e u’co’st—tut—o’al. Co’g”ess –as ”e-
pealed t–e‘—l—ta”yཐs Do’ཐt Ask, Do’ཐt Tell pol—cy. Seve”al
lowe” cou”ts –ave ”uled DOMA —tself to be u’co’st—tu-
t—o’al.པ T–—s dec—s—o’ was p”o‘pted by legal deadl—’es —’
two fede”al cases —’ Co’’ect—cut a’d New Yo”k, w–e”e
sa‘e-sex ‘a””—ed couples a”gued t–at DOMAཐs ba’ o’
fede”al be’eិts to t–ose —’ gay ‘a””—ages app”oved by t–e
—’d—v—dual states, v—olates t–e Co’st—tut—o’ཐs ”e“u—”e‘e’t
of e“ual t”eat‘e’t.[65][66]

I’ Feb”ua”y 2012, Holde” ”eaឹ”‘ed –—s pos—t—o’ a’d
stated t–at t–e DOJ would ’ot defe’d DOMA —’ a legal
c–alle’ge b”oug–t by ‘e‘be”s of t–e US ‘—l—ta”y, w–o
we”e seek—’g be’eិts fo” t–e—” sa‘e-sex spouses, —’clud-
—’g: ‘ed—cal —’su”a’ce, v—s—tat—o’ ”—g–ts —’ ‘—l—ta”y –os-
p—tals a’d su”v—vo” be’eិts.[67]

Holde” –as also advocated fo” t–e —’te”ests of t–e 36,000
sa‘e-sex pa”t’e”s–—ps w–e”e A‘e”—ca’s a”e —’ ”elat—o’-
s–—ps w—t– ’o’-US c—t—ze’s. I’ May 2011, Holde” set
as—de t–e dec—s—o’ to depo”t Paul Do”‘a’, a’ I”—s– ‘a’
w–o was —’ a sa‘e-sex pa”t’e”s–—p w—t– a New Je”sey c—t-
—ze’. Holde” t–e’ asked —‘‘—g”at—o’ oឹc—als to ”eco’-
s—de” t–e—” dec—s—o’ —’ o”de” to dete”‘—’e w–et–e” Do”-
‘a’ ca’ be co’s—de”ed a spouse u’de” New Je”sey law
a’d w–et–e” Do”‘a’ would be co’s—de”ed a spouse u’-
de” —‘‘—g”at—o’ law we”e —t ’ot fo” t–e Defe’se of Ma”-
”—age Act. T–—s act—o’ p”o‘pted so‘e ot–e” —‘‘—g”at—o’
judges to –alt t–e depo”tat—o’ p”oceeds of ot–e” fo”e—g’-
e”s —’ sa‘e-sex couples.[68][69]

3.4 Crime and prosecutions

I’ 2009, Holde” a’’ou’ced a’d ove”saw t–e fede”al gov-
e”’‘e’t spe’d—’g of $1 b—ll—o’ —’ g”a’ts to law e’fo”ce-
‘e’t age’c—es —’ eve”y state to pay fo” t–e –—”—’g of po-
l—ce oឹce”s. T–e ‘o’ey co‘es f”o‘ t–e st—‘ulus b—ll t–e
A‘e”—ca’ Recove”y a’d Re—’vest‘e’t Act of 2009 a’d
cove”ed t–e sala”—es of 4,699 law e’fo”ce‘e’t oឹce”s fo”
t–”ee yea”s.[70] [71]

O’ Ap”—l 1, 2009, Holde” a’’ou’ced t–at –e –ad o”de”ed
t–e d—s‘—ssal of t–e —’d—ct‘e’t aga—’st fo”‘e” Se’ato”
Ted Steve’s o’ co””upt—o’ c–a”ges. Steve’s –ad bee’
fou’d gu—lty, but –ad’'t bee’ se’te’ced; Holde”ཐs act—o’

eាect—vely vacated Steve’sཐ co’v—ct—o’. Holde” was ”e-
po”tedly ve”y a’g”y t–at t–e p”osecuto”s –ad w—t––eld
pote’t—ally exculpato”y ev—de’ce f”o‘ Steve’sཐ atto”’eys.
Afte” t–e p”osecuto”s –ad bee’ –eld —’ co’te‘pt of cou”t
fo” fa—l—’g to tu”’ ove” ”e“u—”ed docu‘e’ts, Holde” ”e-
placed t–e e’t—”e t”—al tea‘. Soo’ afte”wa”d, t–e Just—ce
Depa”t‘e’t d—scove”ed a p”ev—ously u’docu‘e’ted —’-
te”v—ew w—t– B—ll Alle’, t–e p”osecut—o’ཐs sta” w—t’ess. I’
t–—s —’te”v—ew, Alle’ gave state‘e’ts t–at d—”ectly co’t”a-
d—cted –—s test—‘o’y at t”—al, —’clud—’g a cla—‘ t–at –e'd
bee’ asked to get a ’ote fo” a ”epa—” b—ll o’ –—s –ouse.
By ’ea”ly all accou’ts, Holde” wa’ted to se’d a ‘essage
t–at –e would ’ot tole”ate a’y be–av—o” –e dee‘ed to be
p”osecuto”—al ‘—sco’duct.[72]

I’ 2010, —’ t–e ”u’ up to t–e ”efe”e’du‘ o’ Cal—fo”’—a
P”opos—t—o’ 19, w–—c– would –ave legal—zed ‘a”—jua’a
use fo” pe”so’al ”ec”eat—o’, Holde” stated t–at t–e DOJ
would co’t—’ue to p”osecute —’d—v—duals o’ t–e fede”al
level fo” possess—o’ of ‘a”—jua’a eve’ —f vote”s app”oved
a ballot ‘easu”e.[73] Howeve”, —’ t–e ”u’ up to t–e suc-
cessful ‘a”—jua’a legal—zat—o’ ”efe”e’du‘s o’ Colo”ado
A‘e’d‘e’t 64 a’d Was–—’gto’ I’—t—at—ve 502 —’ 2012,
Holde” a’d t–e Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce ”e‘a—’ed s—le’t
o’ –ow t–ey would ”espo’d —f t–e ballot ‘easu”es we”e
e’acted by vote”s. O’ Nove‘be” 6, 2012, Colo”ado
A‘e’d‘e’t 64 a’d Was–—’gto’ I’—t—at—ve 502 we”e
passed w—t– 55.3% a’d 55.7% of t–e votes ”espect—vely.
T–—s would lead to a ’ew ‘e‘o ”eleased by Deputy At-
to”’ey Ge’e”al Ja‘es M. Cole o’ August 29, 2013.[74]

T–e ‘e‘o —’st”ucted all U’—ted States Atto”’eys to ’ot
focus l—‘—ted p”osecuto”—al ”esou”ces o’ state-aut–o”—zed
‘a”—jua’a ”elated act—v—t—es, p”ov—ded t–ey follow e—g–t
p”—o”—t—es la—d out by t–e Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce.[75]

O’ Ja’ua”y 20, 2011, t–e FBI a””ested 127 ‘e‘be”s of
Cosa Nost”a —’ New Yo”k C—ty. Holde” spoke at a p”ess
co’fe”e’ce afte”wa”ds, celeb”at—’g t–e la”gest ‘aិa st—’g
—’ U’—ted States –—sto”y.[76]

U’de” Holde”ཐs leade”s–—p, t–e Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce –as
b”oug–t s—x leak-”elated p”osecut—o’s aga—’st cu””e’t o”
fo”‘e” U.S. gove”’‘e’t e‘ployees, w–—le all p”ev—ous
P”es—de’t—al ad‘—’—st”at—o’s co‘b—’ed –ad t”—ed a total
of t–”ee suc– cases. Holde” was ”epo”tedly ནsu”p”—sedཔ
by ’ews ”epo”ts po—’t—’g out t–—s stat—st—c, a’d was sa—d
to –ave told assoc—ates –e d—d ’ot w—s– leak p”osecu-
t—o’s to be –—s legacy.[77] Seve”al p”o‘—’e’t leak p”ose-
cut—o’s u’de” Holde” –ave —’volved co‘‘u’—cat—o’s be-
twee’ c”—‘—’al defe’da’ts a’d jou”’al—sts, a’d t–e pe”-
vas—ve use of t”aceable elect”o’—c co‘‘u’—cat—o’s be-
twee’ jou”’al—sts a’d t–e—” sou”ces p”ov—ded t–e p”ose-
cut—o’ w—t– a tool to dete”‘—’e t–e pote’t—al o”—g—’ of
publ—s–ed —’fo”‘at—o’.[78] U’de” Holde”, t–e Just—ce De-
pa”t‘e’t –as legally a”gued t–at jou”’al—sts –ave ’o legal
p”otect—o’ to ‘a—’ta—’ t–e co’ិde’t—al—ty of t–e—” sou”ces,
a’d ca’ be co‘pelled by t–e gove”’‘e’t to ”eveal t–e‘,
o” pote’t—ally face c”—‘—’al co’te‘pt c–a”ges.[79]
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3.5 Department of Justice Smart on Crime
Program

Barack Obama signing the Fair Sentencing Act in 2010

O’ 12 August 2013, at t–e A‘e”—ca’ Ba” Assoc—a-
t—o’'s House of Delegates ‘eet—’g, Holde” a’’ou’ced
t–e ནS‘a”t o’ C”—‘eཔ p”og”a‘, w–—c– —s ནa sweep-
—’g —’—t—at—ve by t–e Just—ce Depa”t‘e’t t–at —’ ef-
fect ”e’ou’ces seve”al decades of toug–-o’-c”—‘e a’t—-
d”ug leg—slat—o’ a’d pol—c—es.པ[80][81] Holde” sa—d t–e p”o-
g”a‘ ནw—ll e’cou”age U.S. atto”’eys to c–a”ge defe’-
da’ts o’ly w—t– c”—‘es ནfo” w–—c– t–e acco‘pa’y—’g se’-
te’ces a”e bette” su—ted to t–e—” —’d—v—dual co’duct, ”at–e”
t–a’ excess—ve p”—so’ te”‘s ‘o”e app”op”—ate fo” v—ole’t
c”—‘—’als o” d”ug k—’gp—’s…"[80][81] Ru’’—’g t–”oug–
Holde”ཐs state‘e’ts, t–e —’c”eas—’g eco’o‘—c bu”de’
of ove”-—’ca”ce”at—o’ was st”essed.[80][81] As of August
2013, t–e S‘a”t o’ C”—‘e p”og”a‘ —s ’ot a leg—sla-
t—ve —’—t—at—ve but a’ eាo”t ནl—‘—ted to t–e DOJཐs pol—cy
pa”a‘ete”s.པ[80][80][81]

3.6 Additional actions

W–e’ “uest—o’ed about weapo’s ”egulat—o’s du”—’g a
’ews co’fe”e’ce to a’’ou’ce t–e a””est of Mex—ca’ d”ug
ca”tel ‘e‘be”s, Holde” stated t–at t–e Oba‘a ad‘—’—s-
t”at—o’ would seek to ”e-—’st—tute t–e exp—”ed Fede”al As-
sault Weapo’s Ba’, w–—c– –e st”o’gly suppo”ts.[82][83]

Afte” t–e U.S. gove”’‘e’t ិled su—t aga—’st t–e Sw—ss
ba’k UBS AG, w–o‘ Holde” –ad ”ep”ese’ted du”—’g –—s
t—‘e —’ p”—vate p”act—ce, t–e atto”’ey ge’e”al ”ecused –—‘-
self f”o‘ all legal ‘atte”s co’ce”’—’g t–e ba’k, w–—c–
sta’ds accused of co’sp—”acy —’ U.S. tax f”aud.[84][85]

Holde” p”ese’ted f”—e’d a’d p”edecesso” Ja’et Re’o, At-
to”’ey Ge’e”al u’de” t–e Cl—’to’ Ad‘—’—st”at—o’, t–e
A‘e”—ca’ Jud—catu”e Soc—ety's (AJS) Just—ce Awa”d o’
Ap”—l 17, 2009. T–e awa”d —s t–e –—g–est g—ve’ by t–e
AJS, a’d ”ecog’—zes s—g’—ិca’t co’t”—but—o’s towa”d —‘-
p”ove‘e’ts —’ t–e ad‘—’—st”at—o’ of just—ce w—t–—’ t–e
U’—ted States.[86]

Afte” t–e U’—ted States d—plo‘at—c cables leak —’ Dece‘-
be” 2010, Holde” sa—d t–at ནWe –ave a’ act—ve, o’go—’g,

c”—‘—’al —’vest—gat—o’ w—t– ”ega”d to t–—s ‘atte”,པ Holde”
sa—d. ནWe a”e ’ot —’ a pos—t—o’ as yet to a’’ou’ce t–e ”e-
sult of t–at —’vest—gat—o’, but t–e —’vest—gat—o’ —sཋ—s o’-
go—’g. To t–e exte’t t–at we ca’ ិ’d a’ybody w–o was
—’volved —’ t–e b”eak—’g of A‘e”—ca’ law a’d w–o –as
put at ”—sk t–e assets a’d t–e people t–at I –ave desc”—bed,
t–ey w—ll be –eld ”espo’s—ble,པ Holde” sa—d. ནT–ey w—ll
be –eld accou’table.པ Holde”ཐs co‘‘e’ts leave ope’ a
c”uc—al “uest—o’, w–—c– —s w–et–e” t–e —’vest—gato”s a”e
look—’g at –ow W—k—Leaks obta—’ed t–e docu‘e’ts (’ot
u’l—ke p”ob—’g a ’ews o”ga’—zat—o’ཐs sou”ce), o” —f t–ey'”e
look—’g at w–et–e” W—k—Leaks staាe”s v—olated c”—‘—’al
law a’d s–ould be t–e o’es —’d—cted.[87]

I’ Ma”c– 2011 Holde” left ope’ t–e poss—b—l—ty t–at t–e
Gua’tá’a‘o Bay p”—so’ ca‘p‘—g–t l—ve o’ beyo’d P”es-
—de’t Oba‘aཐs ិ”st te”‘. Asked —’ a co’g”ess—o’al –ea”-
—’g w–et–e” t–e p”—so’ would be closed by Nove‘be”
2012, Holde” sa—d: ནI do’ཐt k’owཔ. He sa—d t–e Just—ce
Depa”t‘e’t –as establ—s–ed a task fo”ce to look at eac–
of t–e 172 deta—’ees be—’g –eld at t–e Gua’tá’a‘o p”—so’
to add”ess –ow t–ey s–ould be dealt w—t–. Holde”ཐs co‘-
‘e’ts co‘e just weeks afte” CIA D—”ecto” Leo’ Pa’etta
told a Se’ate pa’el t–at Osa‘a b—’ Lade’ would p”obably
be s–—pped to a’d –eld at t–e Gua’tá’a‘o Bay fac—l—ty —f
–e we”e captu”ed.[88]

I’ Dece‘be” 8t– 2014, Holde” u’ve—led a ’ew pol—cy ba’-
’—’g p”oិl—’g o’ t–e bas—s of ”el—g—o’, ge’de”, ’at—o’al
o”—g—’, sexual o”—e’tat—o’, a’d ge’de” —de’t—ty by fede”al
law e’fo”ce‘e’t age’c—es.[89] Howeve”, t–e ’ew pol—cy
w—ll ’ot apply to sc”ee’—’gs at bo”de” a’d a—”po”t, as well
as —’ —’tell—ge’ce ope”at—o’s.[90]

3.7 Opinion of Bush policies

Du”—’g –—s co’ិ”‘at—o’ –ea”—’gs, Holde” ag”eed w—t–
Se’ato” Pat”—ck Lea–y, De‘oc”at of Ve”‘o’t, t–at a
tec–’—“ue used by U.S. —’te””ogato”s u’de” t–e Bus– ad-
‘—’—st”at—o’ k’ow’ as wate”boa”d—’g —s to”tu”e.[91] Co’-
se“ue’tly, Se’ate Republ—ca’s delayed t–e co’ិ”‘at—o’
vote o’ Holde” t–oug– Se’ate De‘oc”ats accused t–e‘
of apply—’g a double sta’da”d.[92] He –as bee’ c”—t—cal
of E’–a’ced —’te””ogat—o’ tec–’—“ues a’d t–e NSA wa”-
”a’tless su”ve—lla’ce p”og”a‘, accus—’g t–e Bus– ad‘—’-
—st”at—o’ of a ནd—s”espect fo” t–e ”ule of law... [t–at —s]
’ot o’ly w”o’g, —t —s dest”uct—ve —’ ou” st”uggle aga—’st
te””o”—s‘.པ[93]

Holde” –as stated t–at –e favo”s clos—’g t–e Gua’ta’a‘o
Bay dete’t—o’ ca‘p; —’ 2002 –e sa—d t–at t–e de-
ta—’ees a”e ’ot tec–’—cally e’t—tled to Ge’eva Co’ve’t—o’
p”otect—o’s.[94][95]

He —s opposed to t–e Bus– ad‘—’—st”at—o’'s —‘ple‘e’ta-
t—o’ of t–e Pat”—ot Act, say—’g —t —s ནbad ult—‘ately fo” law
e’fo”ce‘e’t a’d w—ll cost us t–e suppo”t of t–e A‘e”—ca’
people.པ[96][97]
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3.8 Racism

Holde” gave a speec– o’ ”ac—s‘ o’ Feb”ua”y 18, 2009,
—’ t–e ‘—dst of Black H—sto”y Mo’t–. ནT–oug– t–—s ’a-
t—o’ –as p”oudly t–oug–t of —tself as a’ et–’—c ‘elt—’g pot
—’ t–—’gs ”ac—al, we –ave always bee’, a’d we, I bel—eve,
co’t—’ue to be, —’ too ‘a’y ways, esse’t—ally a ’at—o’ of
cowa”ds,པ sa—d Holde”. ནT–oug– ”ace-”elated —ssues co’-
t—’ue to occupy a s—g’—ិca’t po”t—o’ of ou” pol—t—cal d—s-
cuss—o’, a’d t–oug– t–e”e ”e‘a—’ ‘a’y u’”esolved ”ac—al
—ssues —’ t–—s ’at—o’, we, ave”age A‘e”—ca’s, s—‘ply do
’ot talk e’oug– w—t– eac– ot–e” about t–—’gs ”ac—al,པ –e
sa—d.[98]

T–e speec– st—””ed so‘e co’t”ove”sy, w—t– so‘e ”eact—’g
favo”ably to Holde”ཐs co‘‘e’ts a’d ot–e”s s–a”ply c”—t—-
c—z—’g t–e‘.[99][100] Oba‘a late” cla”—ិed Holde”ཐs co‘-
‘e’ts, say—’g t–at ནI t–—’k —tཐs fa—” to say t–at —f I –ad bee’
adv—s—’g ‘y atto”’ey ge’e”al, we would –ave used d—ាe”-
e’t la’guage.... I t–—’k t–e po—’t t–at –e was ‘ak—’g —s
t–at we'”e ofte’t—‘es u’co‘fo”table w—t– talk—’g about
”ace u’t—l t–e”eཐs so‘e so”t of ”ac—al ីa”e-up o” co’ី—ct,
a’d t–at we could p”obably be ‘o”e co’st”uct—ve —’ fac-
—’g up to t–e pa—’ful legacy of slave”y a’d J—‘ C”ow a’d
d—sc”—‘—’at—o’.པ[101][102]

3.8.1 Federal hate crime charges in knockout game

O’ Dece‘be” 26, 2013, t–e U.S. Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce
ិled fede”al –ate-c”—‘e c–a”ges aga—’st a Texas ‘a’ (w–o
—s w–—te) accused of us—’g t–e ནk’ockout ga‘eཔ to ta”get
a black‘a’. T–—s was t–e ិ”st act—o’ take’ by t–e Fede”al
gove”’‘e’t to co‘bat t–e alleged t”e’d.[103]

3.8.2 New Black Panther Party voter intimidation
incident

See also: New Black Pa’t–e” Pa”ty vote” —’t—‘—dat—o’
case
I’ May 2009, Holde”ཐs Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce co‘pleted

Alleged instance of voter intimidation in Philadelphia during the

2008 US presidential election.

a c—v—l su—t o”—g—’ally b”oug–t by J. C–”—st—a’ Ada‘s of t–e
Bus– Just—ce Depa”t‘e’t aga—’st t–e New Black Pa’t–e”
Pa”ty, —ts c–a—”‘a’, a’d two of —ts ‘e‘be”s fo” vote” —’-
t—‘—dat—o’ due to t–e—” co’duct du”—’g t–e 2008 elect—o’.
Two ‘e‘be”s of t–e Pa”ty –ad stood outs—de a poll—’g
stat—o’ du”—’g t–e elect—o’ —’ pa”a‘—l—ta”y u’—fo”‘s, o’e
ca””y—’g a ’—g–tst—ck. Cla—‘—’g a lack of ev—de’ce, t–e
Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce d”opped c–a”ges aga—’st t–e pa”ty,
—ts c–a—”‘a’, a’d o’e of t–e two ‘e‘be”s w–o –ad stood
outs—de t–e poll—’g stat—o’. W—t– t–e ev—de’ce p”ese’ted,
t–e Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce successfully obta—’ed a ’a””ow
—’ju’ct—o’ aga—’st t–e ot–e”. Fo”‘e” lawye”s w–o –ad
se”ved u’de” t–e Bus– Ad‘—’—st”at—o’ –ave stated t–at
t–e cu””e’t DOJ u’de” Holde” —s u’w—ll—’g to p”osecute
‘—’o”—t—es fo” c—v—l ”—g–ts v—olat—o’s. T–”ee ot–e” Jus-
t—ce Depa”t‘e’t lawye”s, —’ ”ece’t —’te”v—ews, gave t–e
sa‘e desc”—pt—o’ of t–e depa”t‘e’tཐs cultu”e, w–—c– de-
pa”t‘e’t oឹc—als st”o’gly de’y. I’ t–e ‘o’t–s afte” t–e
case e’ded, te’s—o’s pe”s—sted. Eve’tually, C–”—stop–e”
Coates (of t–e Just—ceཐs C—v—l R—g–ts D—v—s—o’) ack’owl-
edged tell—’g atto”’eys at a Septe‘be” 2009 lu’c– t–at
t–e Oba‘a ad‘—’—st”at—o’ was —’te”ested —’ ិl—’g cases
ཊ u’de” a key vot—’g ”—g–ts sect—o’ ཊ o’ly o’ be–alf of
‘—’o”—t—es.[104]

Du”—’g a ‘eet—’g w—t– a House subco‘‘—ttee, Holde”
a”gued t–at t–e be–av—o” (sta’d—’g —’ a ‘e’ac—’g way
w–—le b”a’d—s–—’g a weapo’) of t–e New Black Pa’t–e”
Pa”ty was ’ot co‘pa”able to –—sto”—cal vote” —’t—‘—dat—o’
aga—’st ‘—’o”—t—es, w–—c– ofte’ —’volved acts of v—ole’ce
a’d ‘u”de”. Holde” sa—d, ནW–e’ you co‘pa”e w–at peo-
ple e’du”ed —’ t–e Sout– —’ t–e '60s to t”y to get t–e ”—g–t
to vote fo” Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’s, to co‘pa”e w–at people
subjected to t–at w—t– w–at –appe’ed —’ P–—ladelp–—a… I
t–—’k does a g”eat d—sse”v—ce to people w–o put t–e—” l—ves
o’ t–e l—’e fo” ‘y people.པ[105]

C”—t—cs –ave —’te”p”eted t–—s co‘‘e’t as ev—de’ce of
”ac—al b—as o’ Holde”ཐs pa”t, w—t– co’se”vat—ve Ja‘es
Ta”a’to[106] of t–e Wall Street Journal a”gu—’g t–at ནIf
–e [Holde”] app”oac–es t–e job w—t– t–e att—tude t–at a’y
g”oup s‘alle” t–a’ all A‘e”—ca’s —s '‘y people', –e —s
t–e w”o’g ‘a’ fo” t–e pos—t—o’.པ[107] Cla—‘—’g t–e —ssue
was pol—t—c—zed f”o‘ t–e sta”t,[104] De‘oc”ats –ave a”gued
t–at t–ose o’ t–e pol—t—cal ”—g–t, pa”t—cula”ly Ada‘s, used
t–—s —’c—de’t fo” pu”ely pol—t—cal ga—’.[108]

3.9 Operation Fast and Furious

Ma—’ a”t—cle: Ope”at—o’ Fast a’d Fu”—ous

I’ May 2011, House Ove”s—g–t Co‘‘—ttee c–a—”‘a’,
Cal—fo”’—a Republ—ca’ Rep. Da””ell Issa a’d Iowa Repub-
l—ca’ Se’. C–uck G”assley se’t Atto”’ey Ge’e”al Holde”
a lette” ”e“uest—’g deta—ls about Ope”at—o’ Fast a’d Fu”—-
ous, w–—c– –ad bee’ a fa—led fede”al ិ”ea”‘s st—’g ope”-
at—o’, w–—c– –ad allowed so‘e 2,000 weapo’s to ”eac–
Mex—ca’ d”ug ga’gs.[109][110] G”assley a’d Issa u”ged
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Holde” to coope”ate a’d tu”’ ove” subpoe’aed ”eco”ds
t–at would ”eveal t–e scope of t–e alleged gove”’‘e’t
cove”up.[111]

3.10 Contempt of Congress

I’ Octobe” 2011, 7,600 pages of docu‘e’ts we”e ”e-
leased t–at Issa cla—‘ed ‘ay –ave —’d—cated Holde” was
se’t ‘e‘os —’ ”ega”d to Ope”at—o’ Fast a’d Fu”—ous
ea”l—e” t–a’ –e at ិ”st cla—‘ed,[112][113] co’t”ad—ct—’g
Holde”ཐs swo”’ test—‘o’y befo”e t–e House Jud—c—a”y
Co‘‘—ttee —’ w–—c– –e sa—d –e o’ly ”ece’tly beca‘e
awa”e of Ope”at—o’ Fast a’d Fu”—ous —’ t–e ិ”st –alf
of 2011.[114][115] I’ Ap”—l 2012, Issa a’’ou’ced t–at –—s
co‘‘—ttee was d”aft—’g a Co’te‘pt of Co’g”ess ”eso-
lut—o’ aga—’st Holde” —’ ”espo’se to t–e co‘‘—ttee be—’g
ནsto’ewalled by t–e Just—ce Depa”t‘e’t.པ[116] O’ Ju’e 19,
2012, Issa ‘et w—t– Holde” —’ pe”so’ to d—scuss t–e ”e-
“uested docu‘e’ts. Holde” sa—d –e oាe”ed to p”ov—de
t–e docu‘e’ts to Issa o’ t–e co’d—t—o’ t–at Issa p”ov—ded
–—s assu”a’ce t–at do—’g so would sat—sfy t–e co‘‘—ttee
subpoe’as a’d ”esolve t–e d—spute. Issa ”ejected t–e oាe”.
Holde” t–e’ told ”epo”te”s ནT–ey ”ejected w–at I t–oug–t
was a’ ext”ao”d—’a”y oាe” o’ ou” pa”t.པ[117] O’ Ju’e 20,
2012, t–e Ove”s—g–t Co‘‘—ttee voted 23ཊ17 alo’g pa”ty
l—’es to –old Holde” —’ co’te‘pt of Co’g”ess fo” ’ot
”eleas—’g docu‘e’ts t–e co‘‘—ttee –ad ”e“uested.[118]

A ‘e‘o f”o‘ Holde”ཐs oឹce sa—d of t–e vote: ནItཐs a’
elect—o’-yea” tact—c —’te’ded to d—st”act atte’t—o’.པ[119]

Alt–oug– t–—s vote was ’ot d—”ectly ”eleva’t to gu’ leg-
—slat—o’, t–e Nat—o’al R—ីe Assoc—at—o’ a’’ou’ced t–at
t–ey would be sco”—’g t–e co’te‘pt vote, due to Holde”ཐs
p”ev—ous sta’ces o’ gu’ co’t”ol leg—slat—o’, plac—’g pol—t-
—cal p”essu”e o’ De‘oc”ats t–at w—s–ed to avo—d ”epe”cus-
s—o’s f”o‘ t–e gu’ lobby.[120] O’ Ju’e 28, 2012, Holde”
beca‘e t–e ិ”st U.S. Atto”’ey Ge’e”al —’ –—sto”y to be
–eld —’ bot– c”—‘—’al[121] a’d c—v—l[122] co’te‘pt. He was
–eld, by a b—pa”t—sa’ vote,[123] —’ co’te‘pt by t–e House
of Rep”ese’tat—ves —’ a 255ཊ67 vote, w—t– 17 De‘oc”ats
vot—’g fo” t–e ‘easu”e, 2 Republ—ca’s vot—’g aga—’st t–e
‘easu”e.[123] T–e ”e‘a—’—’g De‘oc”ats ”efused to vote
a’d ‘a”c–ed out of t–e House, led by Na’cy Pelos—, as a
‘ea’s of p”otest—’g t–e act—o’s of Republ—ca’s. Holde”
”espo’ded to t–e vote, desc”—b—’g —t as ནt–e ”eg”ettable
cul‘—’at—o’ of w–at beca‘e a ‘—sgu—ded a’d pol—t—cally
‘ot—vated —’vest—gat—o’ —’ a’ elect—o’ yea”.པ[124]

T–e co’g”ess—o’al act—o’ evoked ”eact—o’s f”o‘ ac”oss
t–e pol—t—cal spect”u‘. Texas gove”’o” a’d Republ—ca’
p”es—de’t—al ca’d—date R—ck Pe””y called o’ Holde” to ”e-
s—g’, stat—’g ནA‘e”—ca s—‘ply ca’’ot tole”ate a’ atto”-
’ey ge’e”al w–o a”‘s t–e ve”y c”—‘—’als –e —s supposed
to p”otect us f”o‘པ.[125] Republ—ca’ Se’. Jo–’ Co”’y’,
”a’k—’g ‘e‘be” of t–e Subco‘‘—ttee o’ I‘‘—g”at—o’,
Refugees a’d Bo”de” Secu”—ty also called o’ Holde” to
”es—g’.[126] A‘o’g t–ose oppos—’g t–e co’te‘pt c—tat—o’,
De‘oc”at—c Rep. El—ja– Cu‘‘—’gs, t–e ”a’k—’g ‘e‘be”
o’ t–e U’—ted States House Co‘‘—ttee o’ Ove”s—g–t a’d

Gove”’‘e’t Refo”‘ sa—d, ནHolde” –as acted –o’o”ably;
–eཐs do’e eve”yt–—’g –e could to allow us to do ou” job,
w–—c– —s to —’vest—gate t–—s ‘atte”.པ[127]

P”es—de’t Oba‘a a’d t–e Just—ce Depa”t‘e’t decl—’ed to
p”osecute t–e atto”’ey ge’e”al o’ t–e co’te‘pt c–a”ge c—t-
—’g execut—ve p”—v—lege.[128]

I’ Septe‘be” 2012, afte” a ’—’etee’ ‘o’t– ”ev—ew, t–e
U’—ted States Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce Oឹce of t–e I’spec-
to” Ge’e”al clea”ed t–eAtto”’eyGe’e”al of a’y w”o’gdo-
—’g w—t– ”ega”d to Fast a’d Fu”—ous, stat—’g t–at t–e”e was
ན’o ev—de’ceཔ t–at Holde” k’ew about t–e ope”at—o’ be-
fo”e ea”ly 2011. T–e ”epo”t d—d c—te fou”tee’ lowe” ”a’k-
—’g oឹc—als fo” poss—ble d—sc—pl—’a”y act—o’.[129] Holde”
”espo’ded to t–e —’te”’al —’vest—gat—o’, say—’g ནIt —s u’-
fo”tu’ate t–at so‘e we”e so “u—ck to ‘ake baseless accu-
sat—o’s befo”e t–ey possessed t–e facts about t–ese ope”-
at—o’s ཊ accusat—o’s t–at tu”’ed out to be w—t–out fou’-
dat—o’ a’d t–at –ave caused a g”eat deal of u’’ecessa”y
–a”‘ a’d co’fus—o’.པ[130]

I’ ”et”ospect—ve, Dav—d We—gel of Bloomberg Business-
week called t–e Co’te‘pt of Co’g”ess vote ནbot– popula”
a’d stu’’—’gly —’eាect—ve, e’”ag—’g Holde” a’d tu”’—’g
–—‘ —’to a ‘o”e outspoke’ a’d —‘placable foe of Repub-
l—ca’ pol—c—es o’ vot—’g ”—g–ts a’d pol—c—’gཔ.[131] I’ Au-
gust 2014, fede”al judge A‘y Be”‘a’ Jackso’ o”de”ed
t–e Just—ce Depa”t‘e’t to p”ov—de Co’g”ess w—t– so‘e of
t–e p”ev—ously w—t––eld docu‘e’ts t–at –ad led Co’g”ess
to –old Holde” —’ co’te‘pt.[132]

3.11 Operation Choke Point

Ma—’ a”t—cle: Ope”at—o’ C–oke Po—’t

Ope”at—o’ C–oke Po—’t —s a’ o’go—’g —’—t—at—ve of t–e
U’—ted States Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce t–at was a’’ou’ced
—’ 2013,[133] w–—c– —s —’vest—gat—’g ba’ks —’ t–e U’—ted
States a’d t–e bus—’ess t–ey do w—t– pay‘e’t p”ocesso”s,
payday le’de”s, a’d ot–e” co‘pa’—es bel—eved to be at
–—g–e” ”—sk fo” f”aud, ‘o’ey lau’de”—’g, a’d te””o”—st ិ-
’a’c—’g. T–—s ope”at—o’, ិ”st d—sclosed —’ August 2013
Wall St”eet Jou”’al sto”y [134] —s co’t”ove”s—al fo” t–e po-
te’t—al t–”eat to due p”ocess; t–e gove”’‘e’t —s p”essu”—’g
t–e ិ’a’c—al —’dust”y to cut oា t–e co‘pa’—esཐ access to
ba’k—’g se”v—ces, w—t–out ិ”st –av—’g s–ow’ t–at t–e ta”-
geted co‘pa’—es a”e v—olat—’g t–e law.[135][136][137][138]

3.12 Refusal to prosecute financial institu-
tions

Ma—’ a”t—cle: Too b—g to fa—l

O’ Ma”c– 6, 2013, Holde” test—ិed to t–e Se’ate Jud—-
c—a”y Co‘‘—ttee t–at t–e s—ze of la”ge ិ’a’c—al —’st—tu-
t—o’s –as ‘ade —t d—ឹcult fo” t–e Just—ce Depa”t‘e’t to
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b”—’g c”—‘—’al c–a”ges w–e’ t–ey a”e suspected of c”—‘es,
because suc– c–a”ges ca’ t–”eate’ t–e ex—ste’ce of a ba’k
a’d t–e”efo”e t–e—” —’te”co’’ected’ess ‘ay e’da’ge” t–e
’at—o’al o” global eco’o‘y. ནSo‘e of t–ese —’st—tut—o’s
–ave beco‘e too la”ge,པ Holde” told t–e Co‘‘—ttee, ནIt
–as a’ —’–—b—t—’g —‘pact o’ ou” ab—l—ty to b”—’g ”esolut—o’s
t–at I t–—’k would be ‘o”e app”op”—ate.པ[139][140]

I’ a Ja’ua”y 29, 2013 lette” to Holde”, Se’ato”s S–e””od
B”ow’ a’d C–a”les G”assley –ad c”—t—c—zed t–—s Just—ce
Depa”t‘e’t pol—cy c—t—’g ན—‘po”ta’t “uest—o’s about t–e
Just—ce Depa”t‘e’tཐs p”osecuto”—al p–—losop–y.པ[141] Af-
te” ”ece—pt of a DoJ ”espo’se lette”, B”ow’ a’d G”ass-
ley —ssued a state‘e’t say—’g, ནT–e Just—ce Depa”t‘e’tཐs
”espo’se —s agg”ess—vely evas—ve. It does ’ot a’swe” ou”
“uest—o’s. We wa’t to k’ow –ow a’d w–y t–e Just—ce De-
pa”t‘e’t –as dete”‘—’ed t–at ce”ta—’ ិ’a’c—al —’st—tut—o’s
a”e 'too b—g to ja—l' a’d t–at p”osecut—’g t–ose —’st—tut—o’s
would da‘age t–e ិ’a’c—al syste‘.པ[142][143]

Holde” –as ិ’a’c—al t—es to at least o’e law ិ”‘ be’e-
ិt—’g f”o‘ de facto —‘‘u’—ty to p”osecut—o’.[144] P”ose-
cut—o’ ”ates aga—’st c”—‘es by la”ge ិ’a’c—al —’st—tut—o’s
a”e at 20-yea” lows.[144] Holde” –as also e’do”sed t–e
’ot—o’ t–at p”osecuto”s, w–e’ dec—d—’g to pu”sue w–—te-
colla” c”—‘es, s–ould g—ve spec—al co’s—de”at—o’ to ནcol-
late”al co’se“ue’cesཔ of b”—’g—’g c–a”ges aga—’st la”ge
co”po”ate —’st—tut—o’s, as outl—’ed —’ a 1999 ‘e‘o”a’-
du‘ by Holde”. Nea”ly a decade late” Holde”, as –ead of
t–e Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce, put t–—s —’to p”act—ce a’d –as
de‘o’st”ated t–e we—g–t ནcollate”al co’se“ue’cesཔ –as
by ”epeatedly soug–t a’d ”eac–ed defe””ed p”osecut—o’
a’d ’o’-p”osecut—o’ ag”ee‘e’ts a’d settle‘e’ts w—t–
la”ge ិ’a’c—al —’st—tut—o’s suc– as J.P. Mo”ga’ C–ase,
HSBC, Cou’t”yw—de Mo”tgage, Wells Fa”go, Gold‘a’
Sac–s, a’d ot–e”s w–e”e t–e —’st—tut—o’ pays a ិ’e o”
pe’alty but faces ’o c”—‘—’al c–a”ges a’d ad‘—ts ’o
w”o’gdo—’g.[145][146] W–e”eas —’ t–e p”ev—ous decade t–e
Bus– ad‘—’—st”at—o’ཐs Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce ofte’ soug–t
c”—‘—’al c–a”ges aga—’st —’d—v—duals of la”ge —’st—tut—o’s
”ega”dless of ནcollate”al co’se“ue’cesཔ suc– as cases —’-
volv—’g E’”o’, Adelp–—a Co‘‘u’—cat—o’s Co”po”at—o’,
Tyco I’te”’at—o’al, a’d ot–e”s.

I’ Septe‘be” 2014, –e desc”—bed t–e depa”t‘e’tཐs ”at—o-
’ale —’ a speec– at New Yo”k U’—ve”s—ty:

ནRespo’s—b—l—ty ”e‘a—’s so d—ាuse, a’d top
execut—ves so —’sulated,པ Holde” sa—d, ནt–at a’y
‘—sco’duct could aga—’ be co’s—de”ed ‘o”e a
sy‘pto‘ of t–e —’st—tut—o’ཐs cultu”e t–a’ a ”e-
sult of t–e w—llful act—o’s of a’y s—’gle —’d—v—d-
ual.པ [147]

3.13 Classified leaks investigations

Ma—’ a”t—cle: 2013 Depa”t‘e’t of Just—ce —’vest—gat—o’s
of ”epo”te”s

O’ May 13, 2013, t–e Assoc—ated P”ess a’’ou’ced tele-
p–o’e ”eco”ds fo” 20 of t–e—” ”epo”te”s du”—’g a two-
‘o’t– pe”—od —’ 2012, –ad bee’ se—zed by t–e Jus-
t—ce Depa”t‘e’t. T–ey desc”—bed t–ese acts as a ན‘as-
s—ve a’d u’p”ecede’ted —’t”us—o’པ —’to ’ews-gat–e”—’g
ope”at—o’s.[148][149] Holde” test—ិed u’de” oat– —’ f”o’t
of t–e House Jud—c—a”y Co‘‘—ttee a’d ‘ade —t clea”
–e ”ecused –—‘self f”o‘ t–e leak —’vest—gat—o’s to
avo—d a’y appea”a’ce of a co’ី—ct of —’te”est. Holde”
sa—d –—s Deputy Atto”’ey Ge’e”al, Ja‘es Cole, was —’
c–a”ge of t–e AP —’vest—gat—o’ a’d would've o”de”ed t–e
subpoe’as.[150] W–e’ “uest—o’—’g tu”’ed to poss—b—l—ty of
jou”’al—sts be—’g c–a”ged u’de” t–e Esp—o’age Act fo” ”e-
po”t—’g class—ិed ‘ate”—al, Holde” stated: ནW—t– ”ega”d
to t–e pote’t—al p”osecut—o’ of t–e p”ess fo” t–e d—sclo-
su”e of ‘ate”—al, t–at —s ’ot so‘et–—’g t–at Iཐve eve” bee’
—’volved —’, –ea”d of o” would t–—’k would be a w—se
pol—cy.པ[151]

It was late” ”epo”ted t–e DOJ ‘o’—to”ed Fox News ”e-
po”te”, Ja‘es Rose’ཐs act—v—t—es by t”ack—’g –—s v—s—ts to
t–e State Depa”t‘e’t, t–”oug– p–o’e t”aces, t—‘—’g of
calls a’d –—s pe”so’al e‘a—ls.[152] NBC co’ិ”‘ed w—t–
t–e Just—ce Depa”t‘e’t t–at Holde” –ad pe”so’ally s—g’ed
oា o’ t–e Rose’ subpoe’as. T–ey defe’ded t–e—” dec—-
s—o’ a’d spoke about a bala’ce betwee’ p”otect—’g ’a-
t—o’al sec”ets a’d t–e 1st A‘e’d‘e’t, stat—’g: ནAfte” ex-
te’s—ve del—be”at—o’s, a’d afte” follow—’g all appl—cable
laws, ”egulat—o’s a’d pol—c—es, t–e Depa”t‘e’t soug–t a’
app”op”—ately ta—lo”ed sea”c– wa””a’t u’de” t–e P”—vacy
P”otect—o’ Act.པ[151] T–e ”evelat—o’ b”oug–t —’to “ues-
t—o’ w–et–e” Holde” was be—’g —’te’t—o’ally ‘—slead—’g
du”—’g –—s p”ev—ous test—‘o’y. House Co‘‘—ttee ‘e‘-
be”s se’t a’ ope’ lette” to Holde”, say—’g: ནIt —s —‘pe”a-
t—ve t–at t–e co‘‘—ttee, t–e Co’g”ess, a’d t–e A‘e”—ca’
people be p”ov—ded a full a’d accu”ate accou’t of you”
—’volve‘e’t.པ[153]

3.14 Resolution proposing articles of im-
peachment

O’ Nove‘be” 14, 2013, Rep”ese’tat—ve Pete Olso’ (R-
TX), alo’g w—t– 19 Republ—ca’s, —’t”oduced a ”esolut—o’
p”opos—’g A”t—cles of I‘peac–‘e’t aga—’st Holde”. T–e
A”t—cles c—ted Holde” fo” –—s alleged ”ole —’ Ope”at—o’
Fast a’d Fu”—ous, ”efusal to defe’d t–e Defe’se of Ma”-
”—age Act —’ cou”t, fa—l—’g to p”osecute a’yo’e —’volved
—’ t–e IRS ta”get—’g of g”oups based o’ ’a‘e a’d pol—t-
—cal t–e‘e, a’d fo” allegedly pe”ju”—’g –—‘self by stat-
—’g t–at –e –ad ’o k’owledge of a’y pote’t—al p”osecu-
t—o’ of ‘e‘be”s of t–e ‘ed—a fo” d—sclosu”e of class—-
ិed ‘ate”—al.[154][155] As of Ju’e 2014, t–e”e we”e 26 co-
spo’so”s to t–e b—ll.[156]
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3.15 Resignation

Holde” a’’ou’ced –—s ”es—g’at—o’ o’ Septe‘be” 25,
2014, c—t—’g pe”so’al ”easo’s. He ”e‘a—’ed —’ of-
ិce u’t—l t–e Se’ate co’ិ”‘ed –—s successo”, Lo”etta
Ly’c–.[3][157][158]

4 Personal life

Holde” —s ‘a””—ed to D”. S–a”o’ Malo’e, a’ obstet”—c—a’.
T–e couple –as t–”ee c–—ld”e’.[159] Malo’eཐs s—ste” was
V—v—a’ Malo’e Jo’es, fa‘ous fo” –e” pa”t —’ t–e Sta’d
—’ t–e Sc–ool–ouse Doo” w–—c– led to —’teg”at—o’ at t–e
U’—ve”s—ty of Alaba‘a.[160] Holde” –as bee’ —’volved
w—t– va”—ous ‘e’to”—’g p”og”a‘s fo” —’’e”-c—ty yout–s.
He —s also a’ av—d basketball fa’,[161] a’d t–e u’cle of
fo”‘e” NBA All-Sta” Jeា Malo’e.[31]

4.1 Awards

I’ May 2008, w–—le st—ll —’ p”—vate p”act—ce, Legal Times
‘agaz—’e ’a‘ed Holde” as o’e of t–e ནG”eatest Was–-
—’gto’ Lawye”s of t–e Past 30 Yea”s,པ desc”—b—’g Holde”
as o’e of t–e ནV—s—o’a”—es.པ[162] Also —’ t–at yea”, Holde”
was ’a‘ed by t–e National Law Journal as o’e of ནt–e
50 Most I’ីue’t—al M—’o”—ty Lawye”s —’ A‘e”—ca.པ[163]

T–e National Law Journal co‘‘e’ded Holde”ཐs p”act—ce
—’ t–e a”eas of c—v—l l—t—gat—o’ a’d w–—te-colla” defe’se,
as well as –—s wo”k as a ’at—o’al co-c–a—” fo” Oba‘aཐs
ca‘pa—g’.[164]

I’ Ju’e 2009 t–e Gove”’‘e’t of Ba”bados a’’ou’ced
t–at —t would beg—’ a p”oject to dete”‘—’e t–e ិ”st 100
G”eat Ba”bad—a’s w–—c– would be selected a‘o’g t–e
publ—c of Ba”bados. At t–e a’’ou’ce‘e’t of t–e p”oject
—t was a’’ou’ced t–at Holde” was t–e ិ”st ca’d—date to be
’o‘—’ated towa”d t–e ិ’al l—st.[165]

O’ May 16, 2010, Holde” del—ve”ed t–e co‘‘e’ce‘e’t
add”ess at Bosto’ U’—ve”s—ty, fo” bot– t–e all-u’—ve”s—ty
ce”e‘o’y a’d t–e Sc–ool of Law. I’ add—t—o’, –e was
p”ese’ted w—t– a’ –o’o”a”y Docto” of Laws deg”ee.[166]

O’ May 22, 2011, Holde” del—ve”ed t–e co‘‘e’ce‘e’t
add”ess at t–e U’—ve”s—ty of V—”g—’—a Sc–ool of Law.
Holde” e’cou”aged t–e g”aduates to e‘ulate V—”g—’—a
Law alu‘’us Robe”t F. Ke’’edy's legacy of se”v—ce.[167]

O’ May 19, 2009, Holde” was c–ose’ by –—s al‘a ‘ate”,
Colu‘b—a College, to be —ts Class Day Speake”.[168]

I’ August 2012, t–e Nat—o’al U”ba’ League ’a‘ed
Holde” as a ”ec—p—e’t of t–e—” ནL—v—’g Lege’dཔ awa”d
alo’g w—t– s—’ge” Stev—e Wo’de”.[169]

I’ May 2012, Holde” del—ve”ed t–e co‘‘e’ce‘e’t ad-
d”ess at Ha”va”d Law Sc–ool. He e’cou”aged t–e‘ to
co’t—’ue to e’gage —’ publ—c se”v—ce a’d t–at t–ey s–ould
use t–e—” sk—lls to s–ape t–e futu”e of t–e ’at—o’.[170]

I’ May 2013, Holde” del—ve”ed t–e co‘‘e’ce‘e’t ad-

d”ess at U.C. Be”keley Sc–ool of Law.[171]

5 See also

• Ba”ack Oba‘a Sup”e‘e Cou”t ca’d—dates
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