


Col—’ Powell

T–—s a”t—cle —s about t–e A‘e”—ca’ pol—t—c—a’. Fo” t–e
B”—t—s– socce” playe”, see Col—’ Powell (footballe”).

Colin Luther Powell (/ˈkoʊlɨ’/; bo”’ Ap”—l 5, 1937) —s
a’ A‘e”—ca’ states‘a’ a’d a ”et—”ed fou”-sta” ge’e”al —’
t–e U’—ted States A”‘y.[1] He was t–e 65t– U’—ted States
Sec”eta”y of State, se”v—’g u’de” U.S. P”es—de’t Geo”ge
W. Bus– f”o‘ 2001 to 2005, t–e ិ”st Af”—ca’ A‘e”—-
ca’ to se”ve —’ t–at pos—t—o’.[2][3][4][5] Du”—’g –—s ‘—l—ta”y
ca”ee”, Powell also se”ved as Nat—o’al Secu”—ty Adv—so”
(1987ཊ1989), as Co‘‘a’de” of t–e U.S. A”‘y Fo”ces
Co‘‘a’d (1989) a’d as C–a—”‘a’ of t–e Jo—’t C–—efs of
Staា (1989ཊ1993), –old—’g t–e latte” pos—t—o’ du”—’g t–e
Pe”s—a’ Gulf Wa”. He was t–e ិ”st, a’d so fa” t–e o’ly,
Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’ to se”ve o’ t–e Jo—’t C–—efs of Staា,
a’d was t–e ិ”st of two co’secut—ve Af”—ca’ A‘e”—ca’
oឹce-–olde”s to –old t–e key ad‘—’—st”at—o’ pos—t—o’ of
U.S. Sec”eta”y of State.

1 Early life and education

Powell was bo”’ o’ Ap”—l 5, 1937,[6] —’ Ha”le‘, a ’e—g–-
bo”–ood —’ t–e New Yo”k C—ty bo”oug– of Ma’–atta’,
to Ja‘a—ca’ —‘‘—g”a’t pa”e’ts Maud A”—al (’ée McKoy)
a’d Lut–e” T–eop–—lus Powell. He also –as Scott—s–
a’cest”y.[7][8] Powell was ”a—sed —’ t–e Sout– B”o’x a’d
atte’ded Mo””—s H—g– Sc–ool, a fo”‘e” publ—c sc–ool —’
t–e B”o’x, f”o‘ w–—c– –e g”aduated —’ 1954. W–—le at
sc–ool, –e wo”ked at a local baby fu”’—tu”e sto”e w–e”e
–e p—cked up Y—dd—s– f”o‘ t–e s–opkeepe”s a’d so‘e of
t–e custo‘e”s.[9] He also se”ved as a S–abbos goy.[10] He
”ece—ved –—s BS deg”ee —’ geology f”o‘ t–e C—ty College
of New Yo”k —’ 1958 a’d was a self-ad‘—tted C ave”age
stude’t. He was late” able to ea”’ aMBA deg”ee f”o‘ t–e
Geo”ge Was–—’gto’ U’—ve”s—ty —’ 1971, afte” –—s seco’d
tou” —’ V—et’a‘.

Desp—te –—s pa”e’tsཐ p”o’u’c—at—o’ of –—s ’a‘e as /ˈkɒlɨ’/,
Powell –as p”o’ou’ced –—s ’a‘e /ˈkoʊlɨ’/ s—’ce c–—ld-
–ood, afte” t–e –e”o—c Wo”ld Wa” II ីye” Col—’ P. Kelly
J”.[11] Publ—c oឹc—als a’d ”ad—o a’d telev—s—o’ ”epo”te”s
–ave used Powellཐs p”efe””ed p”o’u’c—at—o’.

2 Military career

Powell was a p”ofess—o’al sold—e” fo” 35 yea”s, –old—’g a
va”—ety of co‘‘a’d a’d staា pos—t—o’s a’d ”—s—’g to t–e

”a’k of Ge’e”al.[12]

2.1 Training

Powell desc”—bed jo—’—’g t–e Rese”ve Oឹce”sཐ T”a—’—’g
Co”ps (ROTC) du”—’g college as o’e of t–e –app—est ex-
pe”—e’ces of –—s l—fe; d—scove”—’g so‘et–—’g –e loved a’d
could do well, –e felt –e –ad ནfou’d –—‘self.པ Acco”d—’g
to Powell:

ནIt was o’ly o’ce I was —’ college, about
s—x ‘o’t–s —’to college w–e’ I fou’d so‘e-
t–—’g t–at I l—ked, a’d t–at was ROTC, Rese”ve
Oឹce” T”a—’—’g Co”ps —’ t–e ‘—l—ta”y. A’d I
’ot o’ly l—ked —t, but I was p”etty good at —t.
T–atཐs w–at you ”eally –ave to look fo” —’ l—fe,
so‘et–—’g t–at you l—ke, a’d so‘et–—’g t–at
you t–—’k you'”e p”etty good at. A’d —f you
ca’ put t–ose two t–—’gs toget–e”, t–e’ you'”e
o’ t–e ”—g–t t”ack, a’d just d”—ve o’.པ[13]

Cadet Powell jo—’ed t–e Pe”s–—’g R—ីes, t–e ROTC f”a-
te”’al o”ga’—zat—o’ a’d d”—ll tea‘ begu’ by Ge’e”al Jo–’
Pe”s–—’g. Eve’ afte” –e –ad beco‘e a ge’e”al, Powell
kept o’ –—s desk a pe’ set –e –ad wo’ fo” a d”—ll tea‘
co‘pet—t—o’.

Upo’ g”aduat—o’, –e ”ece—ved a co‘‘—ss—o’ as a’ A”‘y
seco’d l—eute’a’t.[14] Afte” atte’d—’g bas—c t”a—’—’g at
Fo”t Be’’—’g, Powell was ass—g’ed to t–e 48t– I’fa’t”y,
—’ West Ge”‘a’y, as a platoo’ leade”.[15]

2.2 Vietnam War

I’ –—s autob—og”ap–y, Powell sa—d –e —s –au’ted by t–e
’—g–t‘a”e of t–e V—et’a‘Wa” a’d felt t–at t–e leade”s–—p
was ve”y —’eាect—ve.

Capta—’ Powell se”ved a tou” —’ V—et’a‘ as a Sout–
V—et’a‘ese A”‘y (ARVN) adv—so” f”o‘ 1962 to 1963.
W–—le o’ pat”ol —’ a V—et Co’g-–eld a”ea, –ewaswou’ded
by stepp—’g o’ a pu’j— stake.[16] T–e la”ge —’fect—o’ ‘ade
—t d—ឹcult fo” –—‘ to walk, a’d caused –—s foot to swell
fo” a s–o”t t—‘e, s–o”te’—’g –—s ិ”st tou”.

He ”etu”’ed to V—et’a‘ as a ‘ajo” —’ 1968, se”v—’g —’
t–e A‘e”—cal D—v—s—o’ (23”d I’fa’t”y D—v—s—o’), t–e’ as
ass—sta’t c–—ef of staា of ope”at—o’s fo” t–e A‘e”—cal D—-
v—s—o’. Du”—’g t–e seco’d tou” —’ V—et’a‘ –e was dec-
o”ated fo” b”ave”y afte” –e su”v—ved a –el—copte” c”as–,
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2 2 MILITARY CAREER

s—’gle-–a’dedly ”escu—’g t–”ee ot–e”s, —’clud—’g d—v—s—o’
co‘‘a’de” Majo” Ge’e”al C–a”les Ma”t—’ Gettys, f”o‘
t–e bu”’—’g w”eckage.[15][17] He was c–a”ged w—t– —’ves-
t—gat—’g a deta—led lette” by To‘ Gle’ (a sold—e” f”o‘ t–e
11t– L—g–t I’fa’t”y B”—gade), w–—c– backed up ”u‘o”ed
allegat—o’s of t–eMy La—Massac”e. Powell w”ote: ནI’ d—-
”ect ”efutat—o’ of t–—s po”t”ayal —s t–e fact t–at ”elat—o’s be-
twee’ A‘e”—ca’ sold—e”s a’d t–e V—et’a‘ese people a”e
excelle’t.པ Late”, Powellཐs assess‘e’t would be desc”—bed
as w–—tewas–—’g t–e ’ews of t–e ‘assac”e, a’d “uest—o’s
would co’t—’ue to ”e‘a—’ u’d—sclosed to t–e publ—c. I’
May 2004 Powell sa—d to telev—s—o’ a’d ”ad—o –ost La””y
K—’g, ནI ‘ea’, I was —’ a u’—t t–at was ”espo’s—ble fo” My
La—. I got t–e”e afte” My La— –appe’ed. So, —’ wa”, t–ese
so”ts of –o””—ble t–—’gs –appe’ eve”y ’ow a’d aga—’, but
t–ey a”e st—ll to be deplo”ed.པ[18]

Powell in April 1989, as the Commanding General of

FORSCOM.

2.3 After the Vietnam War

Powell se”ved a W–—te House fellows–—p, a –—g–ly se-
lect—ve a’d p”est—g—ous pos—t—o’, u’de” P”es—de’t R—c–a”d
N—xo’ f”o‘ 1972 to 1973.

I’ –—s autob—og”ap–y, My American Journey, Powell
’a‘ed seve”al oឹce”s –e se”ved u’de” w–o —’sp—”ed a’d
‘e’to”ed –—‘. As a l—eute’a’t colo’el se”v—’g —’ Sout–
Ko”ea, Powell was ve”y close to Ge’e”al He’”y ནGu’-
ិg–te”པ E‘e”so’. Powell sa—d –e ”ega”ded E‘e”so’ as
o’e of t–e ‘ost ca”—’g oឹce”s –e eve” ‘et. E‘e”so’ —’-
s—sted –—s t”oops t”a—’ at ’—g–t to ិg–t a poss—ble No”t–
Ko”ea’ attack, a’d ‘ade t–e‘ ”epeatedly watc– t–e tele-
v—s—o’ ិl‘ Brian’s Song to p”o‘ote ”ac—al –a”‘o’y. Pow-

ell always p”ofessed t–at w–at set E‘e”so’ apa”t, was
–—s g”eat love of –—s sold—e”s a’d co’ce”’ fo” t–e—” wel-
fa”e. Afte” a ”ace ”—ot occu””ed, w–e”e Af”—ca’ A‘e”—-
ca’ sold—e”s al‘ost k—lled a Caucas—a’ oឹce”, Powell was
c–a”ged by E‘e”so’ to c”ackdow’ o’ black ‘—l—ta’ts;
Powellཐs eាo”ts led to t–e d—sc–a”ge of o’e sold—e”, a’d
ot–e” eាo”ts to ”educe ”ac—al te’s—o’s.[15]

2.4 A ୬political general୭

I’ t–e ea”ly 1980s, Powell se”ved at Fo”t Ca”so’, Col-
o”ado. Afte” –e left Fo”t Ca”so’, Powell beca‘e se’—o”
‘—l—ta”y ass—sta’t to Sec”eta”y of Defe’se Caspa” We—’-
be”ge”, w–o‘ –e ass—sted du”—’g t–e 1983 —’vas—o’ of
G”e’ada a’d t–e 1986 a—”st”—ke o’ L—bya.

I’ 1986, Powell took ove” t–e co‘‘a’d of V Co”ps —’
F”a’kfu”t, Ge”‘a’y, f”o‘ Robe”t Lew—s ནSa‘པ Wetzel.

President Ronald Reagan and National Security Advisor Powell

in 1988

Follow—’g t–e I”a’ Co’t”a sca’dal, Powell beca‘e, at t–e
age of 49, Ro’ald Reaga’'s Nat—o’al Secu”—ty Adv—so”,
se”v—’g f”o‘ 1987 to 1989w–—le ”eta—’—’g –—s A”‘y co‘-
‘—ss—o’ as a l—eute’a’t ge’e”al.

I’ Ap”—l 1989, afte” –—s te’u”e w—t– t–e Nat—o’al Secu”—ty
Cou’c—l, Powell was p”o‘oted to fou”-sta” ge’e”al u’de”
P”es—de’t Geo”ge H. W. Bus– a’d b”—eីy se”ved as t–e
Co‘‘a’de” —’ C–—ef, Fo”ces Co‘‘a’d (FORSCOM),
–ead“ua”te”ed at Fo”t McP–e”so’, Geo”g—a, ove”see—’g
all A”‘y, A”‘y Rese”ve, a’d Nat—o’al Gua”d u’—ts —’ t–e
Co’t—’e’tal U.S., Alaska, Hawa——, a’d Pue”to R—co. He
beca‘e o’ly t–e t–—”d ge’e”al s—’ce Wo”ld Wa” II, jo—’-
—’g Dw—g–t D. E—se’–owe” a’d Alexa’de” Ha—g, to ”eac–
fou”-sta” ”a’k w—t–out eve” se”v—’g as a d—v—s—o’ co‘‘a’-
de”.

Late” t–at yea”, P”es—de’t Geo”ge H. W. Bus– selected
–—‘ as C–a—”‘a’ of t–e Jo—’t C–—efs of Staា.[19]

2.5 Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

Powellཐs last ‘—l—ta”y ass—g’‘e’t, f”o‘ Octobe” 1, 1989,
to Septe‘be” 30, 1993, was as t–e 12t– C–a—”‘a’ of
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2.6 Dates of rank 3

Powell in November 1989, on his official Chairman of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff portrait.

t–e Jo—’t C–—efs of Staា, t–e –—g–est ‘—l—ta”y pos—t—o’ —’
t–e Depa”t‘e’t of Defe’se. At age 52, –e beca‘e t–e
you’gest oឹce”, a’d ិ”st Af”o-Ca”—bbea’ A‘e”—ca’, to
se”ve —’ t–—s pos—t—o’. Powell was also t–e ិ”st JCS C–a—”
w–o ”ece—ved –—s co‘‘—ss—o’ t–”oug– ROTC.[20]

Du”—’g t–—s t—‘e, –e ove”saw 28 c”—ses, —’clud—’g t–e
—’vas—o’ of Pa’a‘a —’ 1989 to ”e‘ove Ge’e”al Ma’uel
No”—ega f”o‘ powe” a’d Ope”at—o’ Dese”t Sto”‘ —’ t–e
1991 Pe”s—a’ Gulf Wa”. Du”—’g t–ese eve’ts, Powell
ea”’ed –—s ’—ck’a‘e, ནt–e ”elucta’t wa””—o”.པ He ”a”ely
advocated ‘—l—ta”y —’te”ve’t—o’ as t–e ិ”st solut—o’ to a’
—’te”’at—o’al c”—s—s, a’d —’stead usually p”esc”—bed d—plo-
‘acy a’d co’ta—’‘e’t.

As a ‘—l—ta”y st”ateg—st, Powell advocated a’ app”oac–
to ‘—l—ta”y co’ី—cts t–at ‘ax—‘—zes t–e pote’t—al fo” suc-
cess a’d ‘—’—‘—zes casualt—es. A co‘po’e’t of t–—s ap-
p”oac– —s t–e use of ove”w–el‘—’g fo”ce, w–—c– –e ap-
pl—ed to Ope”at—o’ Dese”t Sto”‘ —’ 1991. H—s app”oac–
–as bee’ dubbed t–e "Powell Doct”—’e". Powell co’t—’-
ued as c–a—”‘a’ of t–e JCS —’to t–e Cl—’to’ p”es—de’cy
but as a ded—cated "”eal—st" –e co’s—de”ed –—‘self a bad
ិt fo” a’ ad‘—’—st”at—o’ la”gely ‘ade up of l—be”al —’te”-
’at—o’al—sts.[21] He clas–ed w—t– t–e’-U.S. a‘bassado” to
t–e U’—ted Nat—o’s Madele—’e Alb”—g–t ove” t–e Bos’—a’
c”—s—s, as –e opposed a’y ‘—l—ta”y —’te”ve’t—o’s t–at d—d’'t
—’volve US —’te”ests.[22]

Du”—’g –—s c–a—”‘a’s–—p of t–e JCS, t–e”e was d—scus-
s—o’ of awa”d—’g Powell a ិft– sta”, g”a’t—’g –—‘ t–e ”a’k
of Ge’e”al of t–e A”‘y. But eve’ —’ t–e wake of pub-
l—c a’d Co’g”ess—o’al p”essu”e[23][24] to do so, Cl—’to’-

General Colin Powell, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, waves

from his motorcade during the Persian GulfWarWelcome Home

Parade in New York City.

Go”e p”es—de’t—al t”a’s—t—o’ tea‘ staាe”s dec—ded aga—’st
—t.[25][26][27]

2.6 Dates of rank

2.7 Awards and decorations

2.7.1 Badges

• Co‘bat I’fa’t”y‘a’ Badge

• Expe”t I’fa’t”y‘a’ Badge

• Ra’ge” Tab

• Pa”ac–ut—st Badge

• Pat–ិ’de” Badge

• A—” Assault Badge

• P”es—de’t—al Se”v—ce Badge

• Sec”eta”y of Defe’se Ide’t—ិcat—o’ Badge

• Jo—’t C–—efs of Staា Ide’t—ិcat—o’ Badge

• A”‘y Staា Ide’t—ិcat—o’ Badge
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2.7.2 Medals and ribbons

2.7.3 Foreign decorations

2.8 13 Rules of Leadership

F—”st p”—’ted —’ t–e August 13, 1989 —ssue of Parade
‘agaz—’e,[30] t–ese a”e Col—’ Powellཐs 13 Rules of
Leade”s–—p.[31][32]

1. It a—’'t as bad as you t–—’k.

2. Get ‘ad, t–e’ get ove” —t.

3. Avo—d –av—’g you” ego so close to you” pos—t—o’ t–at
w–e’ you” pos—t—o’ falls, you” ego goes w—t– —t.

4. It ca’ be do’e.

5. Be ca”eful w–at you c–oose. You ‘ay get —t.

6. Do’'t let adve”se facts sta’d —’ t–e way of a good
dec—s—o’.

7. You ca’'t ‘ake so‘eo’e elseཐs c–o—ces.

8. C–eck s‘all t–—’gs.

9. S–a”e c”ed—t.

10. Re‘a—’ cal‘. Be k—’d.

11. Have a v—s—o’.

12. Do’'t take cou’sel of you” fea”s o” ’aysaye”s.

13. Pe”petual opt—‘—s‘ —s a fo”ce ‘ult—pl—e”.

3 Potential presidential candidate

Powellཐs expe”—e’ce —’ ‘—l—ta”y ‘atte”s ‘ade –—‘ a
ve”y popula” ិgu”e w—t– bot– A‘e”—ca’ pol—t—cal pa”t—es.
Ma’y De‘oc”ats ad‘—”ed –—s ‘ode”ate sta’ce o’ ‘—l—-
ta”y ‘atte”s, w–—le ‘a’y Republ—ca’s saw –—‘ as a g”eat
asset assoc—ated w—t– t–e successes of past Republ—ca’ ad-
‘—’—st”at—o’s. Put fo”t– as a pote’t—al De‘oc”at—c V—ce
P”es—de’t—al ’o‘—’ee —’ t–e 1992 U.S. p”es—de’t—al elec-
t—o’[33] o” eve’ pote’t—ally ”eplac—’g V—ce P”es—de’t Da’
Quayle as t–e Republ—ca’ V—ce P”es—de’t—al ’o‘—’ee,[34]

Powell eve’tually decla”ed –—‘self a Republ—ca’ a’d be-
ga’ to ca‘pa—g’ fo” Republ—ca’ ca’d—dates —’ 1995.[35]

He was touted as a poss—ble oppo’e’t of B—ll Cl—’to’ —’
t–e 1996 U.S. p”es—de’t—al elect—o’, poss—bly cap—tal—z—’g
o’ a spl—t co’se”vat—ve vote —’ Iowa[36] a’d eve’ lead—’g
New Ha‘ps–—”e polls fo” t–e GOP ’o‘—’at—o’,[37] but
Powell decl—’ed, c—t—’g a lack of pass—o’ fo” pol—t—cs.[38]

Powell defeated Cl—’to’ 50-38 —’ a –ypot–et—cal ‘atc–-up
p”oposed to vote”s —’ t–e ex—t polls co’ducted o’ Elect—o’
Day.[39] Desp—te ’ot sta’d—’g —’ t–e ”ace, Powell wo’ t–e
Republ—ca’ New Ha‘ps–—”e V—ce-P”es—de’t—al p”—‘a”y
o’ w”—te-—’ votes.[40]

I’ 1997 Powell fou’ded A‘e”—caཐs P”o‘—se w—t– t–e ob-
ject—ve of –elp—’g c–—ld”e’ f”o‘ all soc—oeco’o‘—c sec-
to”s. T–at sa‘e yea” saw t–e establ—s–‘e’t of T–e Col—’
L. Powell Ce’te” fo” Leade”s–—p a’d Se”v—ce. T–e ‘—s-
s—o’ of t–e Ce’te” —s to ནp”epa”e ’ew ge’e”at—o’s of pub-
l—cly e’gaged leade”s f”o‘ populat—o’s p”ev—ously u’de”-
”ep”ese’ted —’ publ—c se”v—ce a’d pol—cy c—”cles, to bu—ld a
st”o’g cultu”e of c—v—c e’gage‘e’t at C—ty College, a’d to
‘ob—l—ze ca‘pus ”esou”ces to ‘eet p”ess—’g co‘‘u’—ty
’eeds a’d se”ve t–e publ—c good.པ [41]

Powell was ‘e’t—o’ed as a pote’t—al ca’d—date —’ t–e
2000 U.S. p”es—de’t—al elect—o’, but dec—ded aga—’st
”u’’—’g.[42] O’ce Texas Gove”’o” Geo”ge W. Bus– se-
cu”ed t–e Republ—ca’ ’o‘—’at—o’, Powell e’do”sed –—‘
fo” p”es—de’t a’d spoke at t–e 2000 Republ—ca’ Nat—o’al
Co’ve’t—o’. Bus– eve’tually wo’, a’d Powell was ap-
po—’ted Sec”eta”y of State.

4 Secretary of State

Powell in 2001, as the Secretary of State.

As Sec”eta”y of State —’ t–e Bus– ad‘—’—st”at—o’, Powell
was pe”ce—ved as ‘ode”ate. Powell was u’a’—‘ously co’-
ិ”‘ed by t–e U’—ted States Se’ate. Ove” t–e cou”se of
–—s te’u”e –e t”aveled less t–a’ a’y ot–e” U.S. Sec”eta”y
of State —’ 30 yea”s. [43]

O’ Septe‘be” 11, 2001, Powell was —’ L—‘a, Pe”u,
‘eet—’g w—t– P”es—de’t Aleja’d”o Toledo a’d US A‘-
bassado” Jo–’ Ha‘—lto’, a’d atte’d—’g t–e spec—al ses-
s—o’ of t–e OAS Ge’e”al Asse‘bly t–at subse“ue’tly
adopted t–e I’te”-A‘e”—ca’ De‘oc”at—c C–a”te”. Afte”
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Powell, National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice and Secre-

tary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld listen to President George W.

Bush speak.

t–e Septe‘be” 11 attacks, Powellཐs job beca‘e of c”—t—-
cal —‘po”ta’ce —’ ‘a’ag—’g A‘e”—caཐs ”elat—o’s–—ps w—t–
fo”e—g’ cou’t”—es —’ o”de” to secu”e a stable coal—t—o’ —’
t–e Wa” o’ Te””o”—s‘.

Powell ca‘e u’de” ិ”e fo” –—s ”ole —’ bu—ld—’g t–e case fo”
t–e 2003 I’vas—o’ of I”a“. I’ a p”ess state‘e’t o’ Feb”u-
a”y 24, 2001, –e –ad sa—d t–at sa’ct—o’s aga—’st I”a“ –ad
p”eve’ted t–e develop‘e’t of a’y weapo’s of ‘ass de-
st”uct—o’ by Sadda‘Husse—’. As was t–e case —’ t–e days
lead—’g up to t–e Pe”s—a’ Gulf Wa”, Powell was —’—t—ally
opposed to a fo”c—ble ove”t–”ow of Sadda‘, p”efe””—’g to
co’t—’ue a pol—cy of co’ta—’‘e’t. Howeve”, Powell eve’-
tually ag”eed to go alo’g w—t– t–e Bus– ad‘—’—st”at—o’ཐs
dete”‘—’at—o’ to ”e‘ove Sadda‘. He –ad ofte’ clas–ed
w—t– ot–e”s —’ t–e ad‘—’—st”at—o’, w–o we”e ”epo”tedly
pla’’—’g a’ I”a“ —’vas—o’ eve’ befo”e t–e Septe‘be” 11
attacks, a’ —’s—g–t suppo”ted by test—‘o’y by fo”‘e” te”-
”o”—s‘ cza” R—c–a”d Cla”ke —’ f”o’t of t–e 9/11 Co‘-
‘—ss—o’. T–e ‘a—’ co’cess—o’ Powell wa’ted befo”e –e
would oាe” –—s full suppo”t fo” t–e I”a“ Wa” was t–e —’-
volve‘e’t of t–e —’te”’at—o’al co‘‘u’—ty —’ t–e —’va-
s—o’, as opposed to a u’—late”al app”oac–. He was also
successful —’ pe”suad—’g Bus– to take t–e case of I”a“ to
t–e U’—ted Nat—o’s, a’d —’ ‘ode”at—’g ot–e” —’—t—at—ves.
Powell was placed at t–e fo”ef”o’t of t–—s d—plo‘at—c ca‘-
pa—g’.

Powellཐs c–—ef ”ole was to ga”’e” —’te”’at—o’al suppo”t fo”
a ‘ult—-’at—o’al coal—t—o’ to ‘ou’t t–e —’vas—o’. To t–—s
e’d, Powell add”essed a ple’a”y sess—o’ of t–e U’—ted
Nat—o’s Secu”—ty Cou’c—l o’ Feb”ua”y 5, 2003, to a”-
gue —’ favo” of ‘—l—ta”y act—o’. C—t—’g ’u‘e”ous a’o’y-
‘ous I”a“— defecto”s, Powell asse”ted t–at ནt–e”e ca’ be
’o doubt t–at Sadda‘ Husse—’ –as b—olog—cal weapo’s
a’d t–e capab—l—ty to ”ap—dly p”oduce ‘o”e, ‘a’y ‘o”e.པ
Powell also stated t–at t–e”e was ན’o doubt —’ ‘y ‘—’dཔ
t–at Sadda‘ was wo”k—’g to obta—’ key co‘po’e’ts to
p”oduce ’uclea” weapo’s.[45]

Most obse”ve”s p”a—sed Powellཐs o”ato”—cal sk—lls. How-
eve”, B”—ta—’ཐs Channel 4 News ”epo”ted soo’ afte”wa”ds
t–at a UK —’tell—ge’ce doss—e” t–at Powell –ad ”efe””ed to

Computer-generated image of an alleged mobile production fa-

cility for biological weapons, presented by Powell at the UN

Security Council. On May 27, 2003, US and UK experts ex-

amined the trailers and declared they had nothing to do with

biological weapons.[44]

Powell holding a model vial of anthrax while giving a presenta-

tion to the United Nations Security Council in February 2003.

as a ནិ’e pape”པ du”—’g –—s p”ese’tat—o’ –ad bee’ based
o’ old ‘ate”—al a’d plag—a”—zed a’ essay by A‘e”—ca’
g”aduate stude’t Ib”a–—‘ al-Ma”as–—.[46][47] A 2004 ”e-
po”t by t–e I”a“ Su”vey G”oup co’cluded t–at t–e ev—-
de’ce t–at Powell oាe”ed to suppo”t t–e allegat—o’ t–at
t–e I”a“— gove”’‘e’t possessed weapo’s of ‘ass dest”uc-
t—o’ (WMDs) was —’accu”ate.

I’ a’ —’te”v—ew w—t– C–a”l—e Rose, Powell co’te’ded t–at
p”—o” to –—s UN p”ese’tat—o’, –e –ad ‘e”ely fou” days to
”ev—ew t–e data co’ce”’—’g WMD —’ I”a“.[48]

A Se’ate ”epo”t o’ —’tell—ge’ce fa—lu”es would late” de-
ta—l t–e —’te’se debate t–at we’t o’ be–—’d t–e sce’es o’
w–at to —’clude —’ Powellཐs speec–. State Depa”t‘e’t a’-
alysts –ad fou’d doze’s of factual p”oble‘s —’ d”afts of
t–e speec–. So‘e of t–e cla—‘s we”e take’ out, but ot–-
e”s we”e left —’, suc– as cla—‘s based o’ t–e yellowcake
fo”ge”y.[49] T–e ad‘—’—st”at—o’ ca‘e u’de” ិ”e fo” –av—’g
acted o’ faulty —’tell—ge’ce, pa”t—cula”ly w–at was s—’gle-
sou”ced to t–e —’fo”‘a’t k’ow’ as Cu”veball. Powell
late” ”ecou’ted –ow V—ce P”es—de’t D—ck C–e’ey –ad
joked w—t– –—‘ befo”e –e gave t–e speec–, tell—’g –—‘,
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ནYou've got –—g– poll ”at—’gs; you ca’ aាo”d to lose a
few po—’ts.པ Powellཐs lo’gt—‘e a—de-de-ca‘p a’d C–—ef
of Staា f”o‘ 1989ཊ2003, Colo’el Law”e’ce W—lke”so’,
late” c–a”acte”—zed C–e’eyཐs v—ew of Powellཐs ‘—ss—o’ as
to ནgo up t–e”e a’d sell —t, a’d we'll –ave ‘oved fo”wa”d
a peg o” two. Fall o’ you” da‘’ swo”d a’d k—ll you”self,
a’d I'll be –appy, too.པ[50]

I’ Septe‘be” 2005, Powell was asked about t–e speec–
du”—’g a’ —’te”v—ew w—t– Ba”ba”a Walte”s a’d ”espo’ded
t–at —t was a ནblotཔ o’ –—s ”eco”d. He we’t o’ to say, ནIt
w—ll always be a pa”t of ‘y ”eco”d. It was pa—’ful. Itཐs
pa—’ful ’ow.པ[51]

W—lke”so’ sa—d t–at –e —’adve”te’tly pa”t—c—pated —’ a
–oax o’ t–e A‘e”—ca’ people —’ p”epa”—’g Powellཐs e”-
”o’eous test—‘o’y befo”e t–e U’—ted Nat—o’s Secu”—ty
Cou’c—l.[52]

Because Powell was see’ as ‘o”e ‘ode”ate t–a’ ‘ost
ិgu”es —’ t–e ad‘—’—st”at—o’, –e was spa”ed ‘a’y of t–e
attacks t–at –ave bee’ leveled at ‘o”e co’t”ove”s—al ad-
vocates of t–e —’vas—o’, suc– as Do’ald Ru‘sfeld a’d
Paul Wolfow—tz. At t—‘es, —’ិg–t—’g a‘o’g t–e Powell-
led State Depa”t‘e’t, t–e Ru‘sfeld-led Defe’se Depa”t-
‘e’t, a’d C–e’eyཐs oឹce –ad t–e eាect of pola”—z—’g t–e
ad‘—’—st”at—o’ o’ c”uc—al —ssues, suc– as w–at act—o’s to
take ”ega”d—’g I”a’ a’d No”t– Ko”ea.

Secretary Powell with NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop

Scheffer

Afte” Sadda‘ Husse—’ –ad bee’ deposed, Powellཐs ’ew
”ole was to o’ce aga—’ establ—s– a wo”k—’g —’te”’at—o’al
coal—t—o’, t–—s t—‘e to ass—st —’ t–e ”ebu—ld—’g of post-

wa” I”a“. O’ Septe‘be” 13, 2004, Powell test—ិed be-
fo”e t–e Se’ate Gove”’‘e’tal Aាa—”s Co‘‘—ttee,[53] ac-
k’owledg—’g t–at t–e sou”ces w–o p”ov—ded ‘uc– of t–e
—’fo”‘at—o’ —’ –—s Feb”ua”y 2003 UN p”ese’tat—o’ we”e
ནw”o’gཔ a’d t–at —t was ནu’l—kelyཔ t–at a’y stockp—les of
WMDs would be fou’d. Cla—‘—’g t–at –e was u’awa”e
t–at so‘e —’tell—ge’ce oឹc—als “uest—o’ed t–e —’fo”‘a-
t—o’ p”—o” to –—s p”ese’tat—o’, Powell pus–ed fo” ”efo”‘
—’ t–e —’tell—ge’ce co‘‘u’—ty, —’clud—’g t–e c”eat—o’ of a
’at—o’al —’tell—ge’ce d—”ecto” w–o would assu”e t–at ནw–at
o’e pe”so’ k’ew, eve”yo’e else k’ew.པ

Add—t—o’ally, Powell –as bee’ c”—t—cal of ot–e” —’sta’ces
of U.S. fo”e—g’ pol—cy —’ t–e past, suc– as —ts suppo”t fo”
t–e 1973 C–—lea’ coup d'état. F”o‘ two sepa”ate —’te”-
v—ews —’ 2003, Powell stated —’ o’e about t–e 1973 eve’t
ནI ca’'t just—fy o” expla—’ t–e act—o’s a’d dec—s—o’s t–at
we”e ‘ade at t–at t—‘e. It was a d—ាe”e’t t—‘e. T–e”e was
a g”eat deal of co’ce”’ about co‘‘u’—s‘ —’ t–—s pa”t of
t–e wo”ld. Co‘‘u’—s‘ was a t–”eat to t–e de‘oc”ac—es
—’ t–—s pa”t of t–e wo”ld. It was a t–”eat to t–e U’—ted
States.པ[54] I’ a’ot–e” —’te”v—ew, –oweve”, –e also s—‘ply
stated ནW—t– ”espect to you” ea”l—e” co‘‘e’t about C–—le
—’ t–e 1970s a’d w–at –appe’ed w—t– M”. Alle’de, —t —s
’ot a pa”t of A‘e”—ca’ –—sto”y t–at we'”e p”oud of.པ[55]

Powell a’’ou’ced –—s ”es—g’at—o’ as Sec”eta”y of State
o’ Nove‘be” 15, 2004. Acco”d—’g to The Washing-

ton Post, –e –ad bee’ asked to ”es—g’ by t–e p”es—de’tཐs
c–—ef of staា, A’d”ew Ca”d.[50] Powell a’’ou’ced t–at
–e would stay o’ u’t—l t–e e’d of Bus–ཐs ិ”st te”‘ o” u’-
t—l –—s ”eplace‘e’tཐs co’ិ”‘at—o’ by Co’g”ess. T–e fol-
low—’g day, Bus– ’o‘—’ated Nat—o’al Secu”—ty Adv—so”
Co’doleezza R—ce as Powellཐs successo”. News of Pow-
ellཐs leav—’g t–e Ad‘—’—st”at—o’ spu””ed ‘—xed ”eact—o’s
f”o‘ pol—t—c—a’s a”ou’d t–e wo”ld ཋ so‘e upset at t–e
loss of a states‘a’ see’ as a ‘ode”at—’g facto” w—t–—’ t–e
Bus– ad‘—’—st”at—o’, but ot–e”s –op—’g fo” Powellཐs suc-
cesso” to w—eld ‘o”e —’ីue’ce w—t–—’ t–e cab—’et.

I’ ‘—d-Nove‘be”, Powell stated t–at –e –ad see’ ’ew ev-
—de’ce suggest—’g t–at I”a’ was adapt—’g ‘—ss—les fo” a
’uclea” del—ve”y syste‘.[56] T–e accusat—o’ ca‘e at t–e
sa‘e t—‘e as t–e settle‘e’t of a’ ag”ee‘e’t betwee’
I”a’, t–e IAEA, a’d t–e Eu”opea’ U’—o’.

O’ Dece‘be” 31, 2004, Powell ”a’g —’ t–e New Yea” by
p”ess—’g a butto’ —’ T—‘es S“ua”e w—t– New Yo”k C—ty
Mayo” M—c–ael Bloo‘be”g to —’—t—ate t–e ball d”op a’d
60 seco’d cou’tdow’, us–e”—’g —’ t–e yea” 2005. He
appea”ed o’ t–e ’etwo”ks t–at we”e b”oadcast—’g New
Yea”ཐs Eve spec—als a’d talked about t–—s –o’o”, as well
as be—’g a ’at—ve of New Yo”k C—ty.[57]

5 Life after diplomatic service

Afte” ”et—”—’g f”o‘ t–e ”ole of Sec”eta”y of State, Pow-
ell ”etu”’ed to p”—vate l—fe. I’ Ap”—l 2005, –e was p”—-
vately telep–o’ed by Republ—ca’ se’ato”s L—’col’ C–afee
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a’d C–uck Hagel,[58] at w–—c– t—‘e Powell exp”essed
”ese”vat—o’s a’d ‘—xed ”ev—ews about t–e ’o‘—’at—o’
of Jo–’ R. Bolto’ as a‘bassado” to t–e U’—ted Na-
t—o’s, but ”ef”a—’ed f”o‘ adv—s—’g t–e se’ato”s to oppose
Bolto’ (Powell –ad clas–ed w—t– Bolto’ du”—’g Bus–ཐs
ិ”st te”‘).[59] T–e dec—s—o’ was v—ewed as pote’t—ally
deal—’g s—g’—ិca’t da‘age to Bolto’ཐs c–a’ces of co’-
ិ”‘at—o’. Bolto’ was put —’to t–e pos—t—o’ v—a a ”ecess
appo—’t‘e’t because of t–e st”o’g oppos—t—o’ —’ t–e Se’-
ate.

Powell with United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

O’ Ap”—l 28, 2005, a’ op—’—o’ p—ece —’ The Guardian
by S—d’ey Blu‘e’t–al (a fo”‘e” top a—de to P”es—de’t
B—ll Cl—’to’) cla—‘ed t–at Powell was —’ fact ནco’duct-
—’g a ca‘pa—g’པ aga—’st Bolto’ because of t–e ac”—‘o-
’—ous battles t–ey –ad –ad w–—le wo”k—’g toget–e”, w–—c–
a‘o’g ot–e” t–—’gs –ad ”esulted —’ Powell cutt—’g Bolto’
out of talks w—t– I”a’ a’d L—bya afte” co‘pla—’ts about
Bolto’ཐs —’volve‘e’t f”o‘ t–e B”—t—s–. Blu‘e’t–al added
t–at ནT–e fo”e—g’ ”elat—o’s co‘‘—ttee –as d—scove”ed t–at
Bolto’ ‘ade a –—g–ly u’usual ”e“uest a’d ga—’ed access
to 10 —’te”cepts by t–e Nat—o’al Secu”—ty Age’cy. Staា
‘e‘be”s o’ t–e co‘‘—ttee bel—eve t–at Bolto’ was p”ob-
ably spy—’g o’ Powell, –—s se’—o” adv—so”s a’d ot–e” oឹ-
c—als ”epo”t—’g to –—‘ o’ d—plo‘at—c —’—t—at—ves t–at Bolto’
opposed.པ[60]

I’ July 2005, Powell jo—’ed Kle—’e”, Pe”k—’s, Cauិeld &
Bye”s, a well-k’ow’ S—l—co’ Valley ve’tu”e cap—tal ិ”‘,
w—t– t–e t—tle of ནst”ateg—c l—‘—ted pa”t’e”.པ

I’ Septe‘be” 2005, Powell c”—t—c—zed t–e ”espo’se to
Hu””—ca’e Kat”—’a.[61] Powell sa—d t–at t–ousa’ds of peo-
ple we”e ’ot p”ope”ly p”otected, but because t–ey we”e
poo” ”at–e” t–a’ because t–ey we”e black.

O’ Ja’ua”y 5, 2006, –e pa”t—c—pated —’ a ‘eet—’g at t–e
W–—te House of fo”‘e” Sec”eta”—es of Defe’se a’d State
to d—scuss U’—ted States fo”e—g’ pol—cy w—t– Bus– ad‘—’-
—st”at—o’ oឹc—als. I’ Septe‘be” 2006, Powell s—ded w—t–

Powell walks with newly crowned King Abdullah of Saudi Ara-

bia, Vice President Dick Cheney, and former President George

H. W. Bush, Saudi Arabia, August 2005.

‘o”e ‘ode”ate Se’ate Republ—ca’s —’ suppo”t—’g ‘o”e
”—g–ts fo” deta—’ees a’d oppos—’g P”es—de’t Bus–ཐs te””o”-
—s‘ b—ll. He backed Se’ato”s Jo–’ Wa”’e”, Jo–’ McCa—’
a’d L—’dsey G”a–a‘ —’ t–e—” state‘e’t t–at U.S. ‘—l—-
ta”y a’d —’tell—ge’ce pe”so’’el —’ futu”e wa”s w—ll suាe”
fo” abuses co‘‘—tted —’ 2006 by t–e U.S. —’ t–e ’a‘e of
ិg–t—’g te””o”—s‘. Powell stated t–at ནT–e wo”ld —s beg—’-
’—’g to doubt t–e ‘o”al bas—s of [A‘e”—caཐs] ិg–t aga—’st
te””o”—s‘.པ[62]

Also —’ 2006, Powell bega’ appea”—’g as a speake” at a
se”—es of ‘ot—vat—o’al eve’ts called Get Motivated, alo’g
w—t– fo”‘e” New Yo”k Mayo” Rudy G—ul—a’—. I’ –—s
speec–es fo” t–e tou”, –e ope’ly c”—t—c—zed t–e Bus– Ad-
‘—’—st”at—o’ o’ a ’u‘be” of —ssues. Powell –as bee’ t–e
”ec—p—e’t of ‘—ld c”—t—c—s‘ fo” –—s ”ole w—t– Get Motivated
w–—c– –as bee’ called a ནget-”—c–-“u—ck-w—t–out-‘uc–-
eាo”t, feel-good sc–e‘ology.པ[63]

I’ 2007 –e jo—’ed t–e Boa”d of D—”ecto”s of Steve Case's
’ew co‘pa’y Revolut—o’ Healt–. Powell also se”ves o’
t–e Cou’c—l o’ Fo”e—g’ Relat—o’s Boa”d of d—”ecto”s.[64]

Powell, —’ –o’o” of Ma”t—’ Lut–e” K—’g Day, d”opped
t–e ce”e‘o’—al ិ”st puck at a New Yo”k Isla’de”s –ockey
ga‘e at Nassau Col—seu‘ o’ Ja’ua”y 21, 2008. O’
Nove‘be” 11, 2008, Powell aga—’ d”opped t–e puck —’
”ecog’—t—o’ of M—l—ta”y App”ec—at—o’ Day a’d Vete”a’s
Day.[65][66]

Rece’tly, Powell –as e’cou”aged you’g people to co’-
t—’ue to use ’ew tec–’olog—es to t–e—” adva’tage —’ t–e
futu”e. I’ a speec– at t–e Ce’te” fo” St”ateg—c a’d I’-
te”’at—o’al Stud—es to a ”oo‘ of you’g p”ofess—o’als, –e
sa—d, ནT–atཐs you” ge’e”at—o’...a ge’e”at—o’ t–at —s –a”d-
w—”ed d—g—tal, a ge’e”at—o’ t–at u’de”sta’ds t–e powe” of
t–e —’fo”‘at—o’ ”evolut—o’ a’d –ow —t —s t”a’sfo”‘—’g t–e
wo”ld. A ge’e”at—o’ t–at you ”ep”ese’t, a’d you'”e co‘-
—’g toget–e” to s–a”e; to debate; to dec—de; to co’’ect w—t–
eac– ot–e”.པ[67] At t–—s eve’t, –e e’cou”aged t–e ’ext ge’-
e”at—o’ to —’volve t–e‘selves pol—t—cally o’ t–e upco‘—’g
Next A‘e”—ca P”oject, w–—c– uses o’l—’e debate to p”o-
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v—de pol—cy ”eco‘‘e’dat—o’s fo” t–e upco‘—’g ad‘—’—s-
t”at—o’.

I’ 2008, Powell se”ved as a spokespe”so’ fo” Nat—o’al
Me’to”—’g Mo’t–, a ca‘pa—g’ –eld eac– Ja’ua”y to ”e-
c”u—t volu’tee” ‘e’to”s fo” at-”—sk yout–.[68]

Soo’ afte” Ba”ack Oba‘a's 2008 elect—o’, Powell bega’
be—’g ‘e’t—o’ed as a poss—ble cab—’et ‘e‘be”.[69] He
was ’ot ’o‘—’ated.

I’ Septe‘be” 2009, Powell adv—sed P”es—de’t Oba‘a
aga—’st su”g—’g US fo”ces —’ Afg–a’—sta’.[70] T–e p”es—-
de’t a’’ou’ced t–e su”ge t–e follow—’g Dece‘be”.

O’ Ma”c– 14, 2014, Salesfo”ce.co‘ a’’ou’ced t–at
Powell –ad jo—’ed —ts Boa”d of D—”ecto”s.[71]

6 Political views

A l—be”al Republ—ca’, Powell —s well k’ow’ fo” –—s w—ll-
—’g’ess to suppo”t l—be”al o” ce’t”—st causes.[72] He —s p”o-
c–o—ce ”ega”d—’g abo”t—o’, a’d —’ favo” of ན”easo’ableཔ
gu’ co’t”ol.[72] He stated —’ –—s autob—og”ap–y t–at –e
suppo”ts aឹ”‘at—ve act—o’ t–at levels t–e play—’g ិeld,
w—t–out g—v—’g a leg up to u’dese”v—’g pe”so’s because
of ”ac—al —ssues. Powell was also —’st”u‘e’tal —’ t–e
1993 —‘ple‘e’tat—o’ of t–e ‘—l—ta”yཐs do’'t ask, do’'t tell
pol—cy,[72] t–oug– –e late” suppo”ted —ts ”epeal as p”oposed
by Robe”t Gates a’d Ad‘—”al M—ke Mulle’ —’ Ja’ua”y
2010, say—’g ནc—”cu‘sta’ces –ad c–a’gedཔ.[73]

T–e V—et’a‘Wa” –ad a p”ofou’d eាect o’ Powellཐs v—ews
of t–e p”ope” use of ‘—l—ta”y fo”ce. T–ese v—ews a”e de-
sc”—bed —’ deta—l —’ t–e autob—og”ap–yMy American Jour-
ney. T–e Powell Doct”—’e, as t–e v—ews beca‘e k’ow’,
was a ce’t”al co‘po’e’t of U.S. pol—cy —’ t–e Pe”s—a’
Gulf Wa” (t–e ិ”st U.S. wa” —’ I”a“) a’d U.S. —’vas—o’
of Afg–a’—sta’ (t–e ove”t–”ow of t–e Tal—ba’ ”eg—‘e —’
Afg–a’—sta’ follow—’g t–e Septe‘be” 11 attacks). T–e
–all‘a”k of bot– ope”at—o’s was st”o’g —’te”’at—o’al co-
ope”at—o’, a’d t–e use of ove”w–el‘—’g ‘—l—ta”y fo”ce.

Powell was t–e subject of co’t”ove”sy —’ 2004 w–e’,
—’ a co’ve”sat—o’ w—t– B”—t—s– Fo”e—g’ Sec”eta”y Jack
St”aw, –e ”epo”tedly ”efe””ed to ’eoco’se”vat—ves w—t–—’
t–e Bus– ad‘—’—st”at—o’ as ནfuck—’g c”az—es.པ[74] I’ ad-
d—t—o’ to be—’g ”epo”ted —’ t–e p”ess (t–oug– ge’e”ally,
t–e explet—ve was ce’so”ed —’ t–e U.S. p”ess), t–e “uote
was used by Ja‘es Naug–t—e —’ –—s book, The Acciden-
tal American: Tony Blair and the Presidency, a’d by
C–”—s Patte’ —’ –—s book, Cousins and Strangers: Amer-
ica, Britain, and Europe in a New Century.

I’ a Septe‘be” 2006 lette” to Se’. Jo–’McCa—’, Ge’e”al
Powell exp”essed oppos—t—o’ to P”es—de’t Bus–ཐs pus– fo”
‘—l—ta”y t”—bu’als of t–ose fo”‘e”ly a’d cu””e’tly class—-
ិed as e’e‘y co‘bata’ts. Spec—ិcally, –e objected to
t–e eាo”t —’ Co’g”ess to ན”edeិ’e Co‘‘o’ A”t—cle 3 of
t–e Ge’eva Co’ve’t—o’.པ He also asse”ted: ནT–e wo”ld
—s beg—’’—’g to doubt t–e ‘o”al bas—s of ou” ិg–t aga—’st

te””o”—s‘.པ[75]

Powell e’do”sed P”es—de’t Oba‘a —’ 2008 a’d aga—’ —’
2012. W–e’ asked w–y –e —s st—ll a Republ—ca’ o’ Meet
t–e P”ess –e sa—d, ནIཐ‘ st—ll a Republ—ca’. A’d I t–—’k t–e
Republ—ca’ Pa”ty ’eeds ‘e ‘o”e t–a’ t–e De‘oc”at—c
Pa”ty ’eeds ‘e. A’d you ca’ be a Republ—ca’ a’d st—ll
feel st”o’gly about —ssues suc– as —‘‘—g”at—o’, a’d —‘-
p”ov—’g ou” educat—o’ syste‘, a’d do—’g so‘et–—’g about
so‘e of t–e soc—al p”oble‘s t–at ex—st —’ ou” soc—ety a’d
ou” cou’t”y. I do’ཐt t–—’k t–e”eཐs a’yt–—’g —’co’s—ste’t
w—t– t–—s.པ [76]

6.1 Views on the Iraq War

W–—le Powell was wa”y of a ‘—l—ta”y solut—o’, –e sup-
po”ted t–e dec—s—o’ to —’vade I”a“ afte” t–e Bus– ad‘—’-
—st”at—o’ co’cluded t–at d—plo‘at—c eាo”ts –ad fa—led. Af-
te” –—s depa”tu”e f”o‘ t–e State Depa”t‘e’t, Powell ”e-
peatedly e‘p–as—zed –—s co’t—’ued suppo”t fo” A‘e”—ca’
—’volve‘e’t —’ t–e I”a“ Wa”.

At t–e 2007 Aspe’ Ideas Fest—val —’ Colo”ado,[77] Powell
”evealed t–at –e –ad spe’t two a’d a –alf –ou”s expla—’-
—’g to P”es—de’t Bus– ནt–e co’se“ue’ces of go—’g —’to a’
A”ab cou’t”y a’d beco‘—’g t–e occup—e”s.པ Du”—’g t–—s
d—scuss—o’, –e —’s—sted t–at t–e U.S. appeal to t–e U’—ted
Nat—o’s ិ”st, but —f d—plo‘acy fa—led, –e would suppo”t
t–e —’vas—o’: ནI also –ad to say to –—‘ t–at you a”e t–e
P”es—de’t, you w—ll –ave to ‘ake t–e ult—‘ate judg‘e’t,
a’d —f t–e judg‘e’t —s t–—s —s’'t wo”k—’g a’d we do’'t
t–—’k —t —s go—’g to solve t–e p”oble‘, t–e’ —f ‘—l—ta”y ac-
t—o’ —s u’de”take’ I'‘ w—t– you, I suppo”t you.པ[78]

I’ a 2008 —’te”v—ew o’ CNN, Powell ”e—te”ated –—s sup-
po”t fo” t–e 2003 dec—s—o’ to —’vade I”a“ —’ t–e co’text
of –—s e’do”se‘e’t of Ba”ack Oba‘a, stat—’g: ནMy ”ole
–as bee’ ve”y, ve”y st”a—g–tfo”wa”d. I wa’ted to avo—d a
wa”. T–e p”es—de’t [Bus–] ag”eed w—t– ‘e. We t”—ed to
do t–at. We could’'t get —t t–”oug– t–e U.N. a’d w–e’
t–e p”es—de’t ‘ade t–e dec—s—o’, I suppo”ted t–at dec—-
s—o’. A’d I've ’eve” bl—’ked f”o‘ t–at. I've ’eve” sa—d I
d—d’'t suppo”t a dec—s—o’ to go to wa”.པ[79]

Powellཐs pos—t—o’ o’ t–e I”a“Wa” t”oop su”ge of 2007 –as
bee’ less clea”. I’ Dece‘be” 2006, –e exp”essed skept—-
c—s‘ t–at t–e st”ategy would wo”k a’d w–et–e” t–e U.S.
‘—l—ta”y –ad e’oug– t”oops to ca””y —t out successfully. He
stated: ནI a‘ ’ot pe”suaded t–at a’ot–e” su”ge of t”oops
—’to Bag–dad fo” t–e pu”poses of supp”ess—’g t–—s co‘-
‘u’—ta”—a’ v—ole’ce, t–—s c—v—l wa”, w—ll wo”k.པ[80] Fol-
low—’g –—s e’do”se‘e’t of Ba”ack Oba‘a —’ Octobe”
2008, –oweve”, Powell p”a—sed Ge’e”al Dav—d Pet”aeus
a’d U.S. t”oops, as well as t–e I”a“— gove”’‘e’t, co’clud-
—’g t–at ན—tཐs sta”t—’g to tu”’ a”ou’d.པ[79] By ‘—d-2009,
–e –ad co’cluded a su”ge of U.S. fo”ces —’ I”a“ s–ould
–ave co‘e soo’e”, pe”–aps —’ late 2003.[81] T–”oug–out
t–—s pe”—od, Powell co’s—ste’tly a”gued t–at I”a“— pol—t—cal
p”og”ess was esse’t—al, ’ot just ‘—l—ta”y fo”ce.
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6.2 Role in presidential election of 2008

Powell do’ated t–e ‘ax—‘u‘ allowable a‘ou’t to Jo–’
McCa—’'s ca‘pa—g’ —’ t–e su‘‘e” of 2007[82] a’d —’
ea”ly 2008, –—s ’a‘e was l—sted as a poss—ble ”u’’—’g
‘ate fo” Republ—ca’ ’o‘—’ee McCa—’ཐs b—d du”—’g t–e
2008 U.S. p”es—de’t—al elect—o’.[83] Howeve”, o’ Octobe”
19, 2008, Powell a’’ou’ced –—s e’do”se‘e’t of Ba”ack
Oba‘a du”—’g aMeet the Press —’te”v—ew, c—t—’g ན–—s ab—l-
—ty to —’sp—”e, because of t–e —’clus—ve ’atu”e of –—s ca‘-
pa—g’, because –e —s ”eac–—’g out all ac”oss A‘e”—ca, be-
cause of w–o –e —s a’d –—s ”–eto”—cal ab—l—t—es,པ —’ add—t—o’
to –—s ནstyle a’d substa’ce.པ He add—t—o’ally ”efe””ed to
Oba‘a as a "t”a’sfo”‘at—o’al ិgu”e".[84][85] Powell fu”-
t–e” “uest—o’ed McCa—’ཐs judg‘e’t —’ appo—’t—’g Sa”a–
Pal—’ as t–e v—ce p”es—de’t—al ca’d—date, stat—’g t–at de-
sp—te t–e fact t–at s–e —s ad‘—”ed, ན’ow t–at we –ave –ad a
c–a’ce to watc– –e” fo” so‘e seve’ weeks, I do’'t bel—eve
s–eཐs ”eady to be p”es—de’t of t–e U’—ted States, w–—c–
—s t–e job of t–e v—ce p”es—de’t.པ He sa—d t–at Oba‘aཐs
c–o—ce fo” v—ce-p”es—de’t, Joe B—de’, was ”eady to be p”es-
—de’t. He also added t–at –e was ནt”oubledཔ by t–e ནfalse
—’t—‘at—o’s t–at Oba‘a was Musl—‘.པ Powell stated t–at
"[Oba‘a] —s a C–”—st—a’ཋ –eཐs always bee’ a C–”—st—a’...
But t–e ”eally ”—g–t a’swe” —s, w–at —f –e —s? Is t–e”e so‘e-
t–—’g w”o’g w—t– be—’g a Musl—‘ —’ t–—s cou’t”y? T–e
a’swe”ཐs ’o, t–atཐs ’ot A‘e”—ca.པ Powell t–e’ ”efe”e’ced
Ka”ee‘Ras–ad Sulta’ K–a’, aMusl—‘A‘e”—ca’ sold—e”
—’ t–eU.S. A”‘yw–o se”ved a’d d—ed —’ t–e I”a“Wa”. He
late” stated, ནOve” t–e last seve’ weeks, t–e app”oac– of
t–e Republ—ca’ Pa”ty –as beco‘e ’a””owe” a’d ’a””owe”
[...] I look at t–ese k—’d of app”oac–es to t–e ca‘pa—g’,
a’d t–ey t”ouble ‘e.པ[84][85] Powell co’cluded –—s Su’day
‘o”’—’g talk s–ow co‘‘e’ts, ནIt —s’'t easy fo” ‘e to d—s-
appo—’t Se’. McCa—’ —’ t–e way t–at I –ave t–—s ‘o”’—’g,
a’d I ”eg”et t–at [...] I t–—’k we ’eed a t”a’sfo”‘at—o’al
ិgu”e. I t–—’k we ’eed a p”es—de’t w–o —s a ge’e”at—o’al
c–a’ge a’d t–atཐs w–y I'‘ suppo”t—’g Ba”ack Oba‘a, ’ot
out of a’y lack of ”espect o” ad‘—”at—o’ fo” Se’. Jo–’
McCa—’.པ[86] Late” —’ a Dece‘be” 12, 2008, CNN —’-
te”v—ew w—t– Fa”eed Zaka”—a, Powell ”e—te”ated –—s bel—ef
t–at du”—’g t–e last few ‘o’t–s of t–e ca‘pa—g’, Pal—’
pus–ed t–e Republ—ca’ pa”ty fu”t–e” to t–e ”—g–t a’d –ad
a pola”—z—’g —‘pact o’ —t.[87]

6.3 Views on the Obama administration

I’ a July 2009 CNN —’te”v—ew w—t– Jo–’ K—’g, Pow-
ell exp”essed co’ce”’ ove” P”es—de’t Oba‘a g”ow—’g t–e
s—ze of t–e fede”al gove”’‘e’t a’d t–e s—ze of t–e fed-
e”al budget deិc—t.[88] I’ Septe‘be” 2010, –e c”—t—c—zed
t–e Oba‘a ad‘—’—st”at—o’ fo” ’ot focus—’g ནl—ke a ”azo”
bladeཔ o’ t–e eco’o‘y a’d job c”eat—o’. Powell ”e—te”-
ated t–at Oba‘a was a ནt”a’sfo”‘at—o’al ិgu”e.པ[89] I’ a
v—deo t–at a—”ed o’ CNN.co‘ —’ Nove‘be” 2011, Col—’
Powell sa—d —’ ”efe”e’ce to Ba”ack Oba‘a, " . . . ‘a’y of
–—s dec—s—o’s –ave bee’ “u—te sou’d. T–e ិ’a’c—al syste‘

was put back o’ a stable bas—s.པ[90]

O’ Octobe” 25, 2012, 12 days befo”e t–e p”es—de’t—al
elect—o’, –e gave –—s e’do”se‘e’t to P”es—de’t Oba‘a fo”
”e-elect—o’ du”—’g a b”oadcast of CBS T–—s Mo”’—’g. He
c—ted success a’d fo”wa”d p”og”ess —’ fo”e—g’ a’d do‘es-
t—c pol—cy a”e’as u’de” t–e Oba‘a Ad‘—’—st”at—o’, a’d
‘ade t–e follow—’g state‘e’t:

ནI voted fo” –—‘ —’ 2008 a’d I pla’ to st—ck
w—t– –—‘ —’ 2012 a’d I'll be vot—’g fo” –e (s—c)
a’d fo” V—ce P”es—de’t Joe B—de’ ’ext ‘o’t–.པ

As add—t—o’al ”easo’ fo” –—s e’do”se‘e’t, Powell c—ted t–e
c–a’g—’g pos—t—o’s a’d pe”ce—ved lack of t–oug–tful’ess
of M—tt Ro‘’ey o’ fo”e—g’ aាa—”s, a’d a co’ce”’ fo” t–e
val—d—ty of Ro‘’eyཐs eco’o‘—c pla’s.[91]

I’ a’ —’te”v—ew w—t– ABCཐs D—a’e Sawye” a’d Geo”ge
Step–a’opoulos du”—’g ABCཐs cove”age of P”es—de’t
Oba‘aཐs seco’d —’augu”at—o’, Powell c”—t—c—zed ‘e‘-
be”s of t–e Republ—ca’ Pa”ty w–o "...de‘o’—ze t–e p”es-
—de’tཔ. He called o’ GOP leade”s to publ—cly de’ou’ce
suc– talk.[92]

6.4 Views on LGBT issues

I’ late May 2012 –e exp”essed suppo”t fo” t–e legal—za-
t—o’ of sa‘e-sex ‘a””—age. He –ad ea”l—e” suppo”ted t–e
”epeal of Do’'t Ask Do’'t Tell.[93]

7 Personal life

Powell ‘a””—ed Al‘a Jo–’so’ o’ August 25, 1962. T–e—”
so’, M—c–ael Powell, was t–e c–a—”‘a’ of t–e Fede”al
Co‘‘u’—cat—o’s Co‘‘—ss—o’ (FCC) f”o‘ 2001 to 2005.
H—s daug–te”s a”e L—’da Powell, a’ act”ess, a’d A’-
’e‘a”—e Powell. As a –obby, Powell ”esto”es old Volvo
a’d Saab ca”s.[94][95] I’ 2013, –e faced “uest—o’s about
a ”elat—o’s–—p w—t– a Ro‘a’—a’ d—plo‘at, afte” a –acked
AOL e‘a—l accou’t –ad bee’ ‘ade publ—c. He ack’owl-
edged a ནve”y pe”so’alཔ e‘a—l ”elat—o’s–—p but de’—ed fu”-
t–e” —’volve‘e’t.[96]

8 Civilian awards and honors

Powellཐs c—v—l—a’ awa”ds —’clude two P”es—de’t—al Medals
of F”eedo‘, t–e P”es—de’tཐs C—t—ze’s Medal, t–e
Co’g”ess—o’al Gold Medal, t–e Sec”eta”y of State D—st—’-
gu—s–ed Se”v—ce Medal, t–e Sec”eta”y of E’e”gy D—st—’-
gu—s–ed Se”v—ce Medal, a’d t–e Ro’ald Reaga’ F”eedo‘
Awa”d. Seve”al sc–ools a’d ot–e” —’st—tut—o’s –ave bee’
’a‘ed —’ –—s –o’o” a’d –e –olds –o’o”a”y deg”ees f”o‘
u’—ve”s—t—es a’d colleges ac”oss t–e cou’t”y.
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• I’ 1988, Powell ”ece—ved t–e Acade‘y of Ac–—eve-
‘e’tཐs Golde’ Plate Awa”d.

• I’ 1990, Powell ”ece—ved t–e U.S. Se’ato” Jo–’
He—’z Awa”d fo” G”eatest Publ—c Se”v—ce by a’
Elected o” Appo—’ted Oឹc—al, a’ awa”d g—ve’ out
a’’ually by Jeាe”so’ Awa”ds.[97]

• I’ 1991, Powell was awa”ded t–e P”es—de’t—al Medal
of F”eedo‘ by P”es—de’t Geo”ge H. W. Bus–.

• I’ 1991, Powell was awa”ded t–e Sp—’ga”’ Medal
f”o‘ t–e NAACP.[98]

• I’ 1991, Powell was —’ducted —’to t–e Ho”at—o Alge”
Assoc—at—o’ of D—st—’gu—s–ed A‘e”—ca’s,[99] w–—c–
ན–o’o”s t–e ac–—eve‘e’ts of outsta’d—’g —’d—v—duals
—’ U.S. soc—ety w–o –ave succeeded —’ sp—te of ad-
ve”s—ty a’d of e’cou”ag—’g you’g people to pu”sue
t–e—” d”ea‘s t–”oug– –—g–e” educat—o’.པ

• O’ Septe‘be” 30, 1993, Powell was awa”ded –—s
seco’d P”es—de’t—al Medal of F”eedo‘ by P”es—de’t
B—ll Cl—’to’.

• O’ Nove‘be” 9, 1993, Powell was awa”ded t–e sec-
o’d Ro’ald Reaga’ F”eedo‘ Awa”d, by P”es—de’t
Ro’ald Reaga’. Powell se”ved as Reaga’ཐs Nat—o’al
Secu”—ty Adv—so” f”o‘ 1987ཊ1989.[100]

• O’ Dece‘be” 15, 1993, Col—’ Powell was c”eated
a’ –o’o”a”y K’—g–t Co‘‘a’de” of t–e O”de” of t–e
Bat– by Quee’ El—zabet– II of t–e U’—ted K—’gdo‘.

• I’ 1998, –e was awa”ded t–e p”est—g—ous Sylva’us
T–aye” Awa”d by t–e U’—ted States M—l—ta”y
Acade‘y fo” –—s co‘‘—t‘e’t to t–e —deals of ནDuty,
Ho’o”, Cou’t”y.པ

• T–e 2002 L—be”tyMedal was awa”ded to Col—’ Pow-
ell o’ July 4 —’ P–—ladelp–—a, Pe’’sylva’—a. I’ –—s ac-
cepta’ce speec–, Powell ”e‘—’ded A‘e”—ca’s t–at
ནIt —s fo” A‘e”—ca, t–e La’d of t–e F”ee a’d t–e
Ho‘e of t–e B”ave, to –elp f”eedo‘ ”—’g ac”oss
t–e globe, u’to all t–e peoples t–e”eof. T–at —s ou”
sole‘’ obl—gat—o’, a’d we w—ll ’ot fa—l.པ[101]

• T–e Coat of A”‘s of Col—’ Powell was g”a’ted
by t–e Lo”d Lyo’ —’ Ed—’bu”g– o’ Feb”ua”y 4,
2004. Tec–’—cally t–e g”a’t was to Powellཐs fat–e”
(a B”—t—s– subject) to be passed o’ by desce’t. Scot-
la’dཐs K—’g of A”‘s —s t”ad—t—o’ally ”espo’s—ble fo”
g”a’t—’g a”‘s to Co‘‘o’wealt– c—t—ze’s of Scott—s–
desce’t. Blazo’ed as:

Azure, two swords in saltire points

downwards between four mullets Argent,

on a chief of the Second a lion passant

Gules. On a wreath of the Liveries is

set for Crest the head of an American

bald-headed eagle erased Proper. And in

an escrol over the same this motto, ࣜDE-

VOTED TO PUBLIC SERVICE.ࣝ

T–e swo”ds a’d sta”s ”efe” to t–e fo”‘e” ge’e”alཐs
ca”ee”, as does t–e c”est, w–—c– —s t–e badge of t–e
101st A—”bo”’e (w–—c– –e se”ved as a b”—gade co‘-
‘a’de” —’ t–e ‘—d-1970s). T–e l—o’ ‘ay be a’ al-
lus—o’ to Scotla’d. T–e s–—eld ca’ be s–ow’ su”-
”ou’ded by t–e —’s—g’—a of a’ –o’o”a”y K’—g–t Co‘-
‘a’de” of t–e Most Ho’o”able O”de” of t–e Bat–
(KCB), a’ awa”d t–e Ge’e”al ”ece—ved afte” t–e ិ”st
Gulf Wa”.

• I’ 2005 Powell ”ece—ved t–e B—s–op Jo–’ T. Walke”
D—st—’gu—s–ed Hu‘a’—ta”—a’ Se”v—ce Awa”d fo” –—s
co’t”—but—o’s to Af”—ca.

• AARP –o’o”ed Powell w—t– t–e 2006 AARP A’-
d”us Awa”d, t–e Assoc—at—o’ཐs –—g–est –o’o”. T–—s
awa”d, ’a‘ed —’ –o’o” of AARPཐs fou’de”, D”.
Et–el Pe”cy A’d”us, —s p”ese’ted b—e’’—ally to d—s-
t—’gu—s–ed —’d—v—duals w–o –ave ge’e”ated pos—t—ve
soc—al c–a’ge —’ t–e wo”ld, a’d w–ose wo”k a’d
ac–—eve‘e’ts ”eីect AARPཐs v—s—o’ of b”—’g—’g l—fe-
t—‘es of expe”—e’ce a’d leade”s–—p to se”ve all ge’-
e”at—o’s.

• I’ 2005 Col—’ a’d Al‘a Powell we”e awa”ded t–e
Wood”ow W—lso’ Awa”d fo” Publ—c Se”v—ce by t–e
Wood”ow W—lso’ I’te”’at—o’al Ce’te” fo” Sc–ola”s
of t–e S‘—t–so’—a’ I’st—tut—o’.

• Col—’ Powell was —’—t—ated as a’ –o’o”a”y b”ot–e” —’
S—g‘a P–— Eps—lo’.

• Powell —s a ”ec—p—e’t of t–e S—lve” Buាalo Awa”d,
t–e –—g–est adult awa”d g—ve’ by t–e Boy Scouts of
A‘e”—ca.

• A st”eet —’ Gel’–ause’, Ge”‘a’y was ’a‘ed afte”
–—‘: ནGe’e”al-Col—’-Powell-St”aßeཔ.[102]

• I’ 2002, sc–ola” Moleិ Kete Asa’te l—sted Col—’
Powell o’ –—s l—st of 100 G”eatest Af”—ca’ A‘e”—-
ca’s.[103]

• I’ 2009, a’ ele‘e’ta”y sc–ool ’a‘ed fo” Col—’
Powell ope’ed —’ El Paso. It —s —’ t–e El Paso I’de-
pe’de’t Sc–ool D—st”—ct, located o’ Fo”t Bl—ss p”op-
e”ty, a’d se”ves a po”t—o’ of Fo”t Bl—ss.[104] T–e”e
—s also a st”eet —’ El Paso ’a‘ed fo” Powell, Col—’
Powell D”—ve.

• Powell —s a’ Ho’o”a”y Boa”dMe‘be” of t–e –u‘a’-
—ta”—a’ o”ga’—zat—o’ W—’gs of Hope[105]

• S—’ce 2006, –e —s t–e c–a—”‘a’ of t–e Boa”d of
T”ustees fo” E—se’–owe” Fellows–—ps[106]

• I’ 2006, T–e Ha””y S. T”u‘a’ Resea”c– I’st—tute
fo” t–e Adva’ce‘e’t of Peace at T–e Heb”ew U’—-
ve”s—ty of Je”usale‘ awa”ded Col—’ Powell w—t– t–e
T”u‘a’ Peace P”—ze fo” –—s eាo”ts to co’duct t–e
ནwa” aga—’st te””o”—s‘,པ t–”oug– d—plo‘at—c as well
as ‘—l—ta”y ‘ea’s, a’d to ave”t ”eg—o’al a’d c—v—l
co’ី—cts —’ ‘a’y pa”ts of t–e wo”ld.[107]
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• I’ Septe‘be” 2012 U’—o’ C—ty, New Je”sey ope’ed
Col—’ Powell Ele‘e’ta”y Sc–ool, w–—c– was ’a‘ed
afte” Powell, a’d ded—cated t–e sc–ool o’ Feb”u-
a”y 7, 2013, w—t– gove”’o” C–”—s C–”—st—e —’
atte’da’ce.[108] Powell –—‘self v—s—ted t–e sc–ool o’
Ju’e 4, 2013.[109]

9 See also
• Pla‘e aាa—”

• Potte”y Ba”’ ”ule

• Republ—ca’ a’d co’se”vat—ve suppo”t fo” Ba”ack
Oba‘a —’ 2008
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