


Baya”d Rust—n

Bayard Rustin (/ˈbaɪə”d/; Ma”c– 17, 1912 ཊ August 24,
1987) was an Ame”—can leade” —n soc—al movements fo”
c—v—l ”—g–ts, soc—al—sm, nonv—olence, and gay ”—g–ts. He
was bo”n and ”a—sed —n Pennsylvan—a, w–e”e –—s fam—ly
was —nvolved —n c—v—l ”—g–ts wo”k. In 1936, –e moved to
Ha”lem, NewYo”k C—ty and ea”ned a l—v—ng as a n—g–tclub
and stage s—nge”, and cont—nued act—v—sm fo” c—v—l ”—g–ts.

In t–e pac—ិst Fellows–—p of Reconc—l—at—on (FOR),
Rust—n p”act—ced nonv—olence.[1] He was a lead—ng act—v—st
of t–e ea”ly 1947ཊ1955 C—v—l R—g–ts Movement, –elp—ng
to —n—t—ate a 1947 F”eedom R—de to c–allenge, w—t– c—v—l
d—sobed—ence, t–e ”ac—al seg”egat—on —ssue ”elated to —n-
te”state bus—ng. He ”ecogn—zed Ma”t—n Lut–e” K—ng, J”.'s
leade”s–—p, and –elped to o”gan—ze t–e Sout–e”n C–”—s-
t—an Leade”s–—p Confe”ence to st”engt–en K—ng’s leade”-
s–—p. Rust—n p”omoted t–e p–—losop–y of nonv—olence
and t–e p”act—ces of nonv—olent ”es—stance, w–—c– –e –ad
obse”ved w–—le wo”k—ng w—t– Gand–—’s movement —n In-
d—a. Rust—n became a lead—ng st”ateg—st of t–e U.S. C—v—l
R—g–ts Movement f”om 1955 to 1968. He was t–e c–—ef
o”gan—ze” of t–e 1963 Ma”c– on Was–—ngton fo” Jobs
and F”eedom, w–—c– was –eaded by A. P–—l—p Randolp–,
t–e lead—ng Af”—can-Ame”—can labo”-un—on p”es—dent and
soc—al—st.[2][3] Rust—n also —nីuenced young act—v—sts, suc–
as Tom Ka–n and Stokely Ca”m—c–ael, —n o”gan—zat—ons
l—ke t–e Cong”ess on Rac—al E“ual—ty (CORE) and t–e
Student Nonv—olent Coo”d—nat—ng Comm—ttee (SNCC).

Afte” t–e passage of t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts leg—slat—on of 1964ཊ
65, Rust—n focused attent—on on t–e econom—c p”oblems
of wo”k—ng-class and unemployed Af”—can Ame”—cans,
suggest—ng t–at t–e c—v—l-”—g–ts movement –ad left —ts pe-
”—od of ནp”otestཔ and –ad ente”ed an e”a of ནpol—t—csཔ, —n
w–—c– t–e black commun—ty –ad to ally w—t– t–e labo”
movement. Rust—n became t–e –ead of t–e AFLཊCIO's
A. P–—l—p Randolp– Inst—tute, w–—c– p”omoted t–e —nte-
g”at—on of fo”me”ly all-w–—te un—ons and p”omoted t–e
un—on—zat—on of Af”—can Ame”—cans. T–e Inst—tute un-
de” Rust—n’s leade”s–—p also advanced and campa—gned fo”
(f”om 1966 to 1968) A Freedom Budget for All Ameri-

cans, l—nk—ng t–e concepts of ”ac—al just—ce w—t– econom—c
just—ce. Suppo”ted by ove” 200 p”om—nent c—v—l-”—g–ts ac-
t—v—sts, t”ade un—on—sts, ”el—g—ous leade”s, academ—cs and
ot–e”s, —t outl—ned a plan to el—m—nate pove”ty and unem-
ployment —n t–e Un—ted States w—t–—n a ten-yea” pe”—od.
Rust—n became an –ono”a”y c–a—”pe”son of t–e Soc—al—st
Pa”ty of Ame”—ca —n 1972, befo”e —t c–anged —ts name to
Soc—al Democ”ats, USA (SDUSA); Rust—n acted as na-
t—onal c–a—”man of SDUSA du”—ng t–e 1970s. Du”—ng t–e
1970s and 1980s, Rust—n se”ved on many –uman—ta”—an

m—ss—ons, suc– as a—d—ng ”efugees f”om Commun—st V—et-
nam and Cambod—a. He was on a –uman—ta”—an m—ss—on
—n Ha—t— w–en –e d—ed —n 1987.

Rust—n was a gay man w–o –ad been a””ested fo” –omo-
sexual act—v—ty —n 1953 (w–—c– was c”—m—nal—zed —n pa”ts
of t–e Un—ted States unt—l 2003). Rust—n’s sexual—ty, o”
at least –—s emba””ass—ngly publ—c c”—m—nal c–a”ge, was
c”—t—c—zed by some fellow pac—ិsts and c—v—l-”—g–ts lead-
e”s. Rust—n was attacked as a ནpe”ve”tཔ o” ན—mmo”al —nីu-
enceཔ by pol—t—cal opponents f”om seg”egat—on—sts to black
powe” m—l—tants, f”om t–e 1950s t–”oug– t–e 1970s. In
add—t—on, –—s p”e-1941 Commun—st Pa”ty aឹl—at—on w–en
–e was a young man was cont”ove”s—al. To avo—d suc– at-
tacks, Rust—n se”ved only ”a”ely as a publ—c spokespe”son.
He usually acted as an —nីuent—al adv—se” to c—v—l-”—g–ts
leade”s. In t–e 1980s, –e became a publ—c advocate on
be–alf of gay and lesb—an causes.

P”es—dent Ronald Reagan —ssued a statement on Rust—n’s
deat– —n 1987, p”a—s—ng –—s wo”k fo” c—v—l ”—g–ts and –—s
move towa”ds neoconse”vat—ve pol—t—cs ove” t–e yea”s.[4]
[5] [6] On Novembe” 20, 2013, P”es—dent Ba”ack Obama
post–umously awa”ded Rust—n t–e P”es—dent—al Medal of
F”eedom.[7]

1 Early life

Rust—n was bo”n —n West C–este”, Pennsylvan—a. He was
”a—sed by –—s mate”nal g”andpa”ents (w–om –e bel—eved
we”e –—s pa”ents), Jul—a (Dav—s) and Jan—fe” Rust—n.[8][9]

Jul—a Rust—n was a Quake”, alt–oug– s–e attended –e” –us-
band’s Af”—can Met–od—st Ep—scopal C–u”c–. S–e was
also a membe” of t–e Nat—onal Assoc—at—on fo” t–e Ad-
vancement of Colo”ed People (NAACP). NAACP lead-
e”s suc– as W.E.B. Du Bo—s and James Weldon Jo–nson
we”e f”e“uent guests —n t–e Rust—n –ome. W—t– t–ese —n-
ីuences —n –—s ea”ly l—fe, —n –—s yout– Rust—n campa—gned
aga—nst ”ac—ally d—sc”—m—nato”y J—m C”ow laws.[10]

In 1932, Rust—n ente”ed W—lbe”fo”ce Un—ve”s—ty, a
–—sto”—cally black college (HBCU) —n O–—o ope”ated by
t–e AME C–u”c–. As a student at W—lbe”fo”ce, Rust—n
was act—ve —n a numbe” of campus o”gan—zat—ons, —nclud-
—ng t–e Omega Ps— P–— F”ate”n—ty. He left W—lbe”fo”ce
—n 1936 befo”e tak—ng –—s ិnal exams, and late” attended
C–eyney State Teac–e”s College (now C–eyney Un—ve”-
s—ty of Pennsylvan—a).

Afte” complet—ng an act—v—st t”a—n—ng p”og”am conducted
by t–e Ame”—can F”—ends Se”v—ce Comm—ttee (AFSC),
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2 4 INFLUENCE ON THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

Rust—n moved to Ha”lem —n 1937 and began study—ng at
C—ty College of New Yo”k. T–e”e –e became —nvolved
—n eាo”ts to defend and f”ee t–e Scottsbo”o Boys, n—ne
young black men —n Alabama w–o we”e accused of ”ap-
—ng two w–—te women. He jo—ned t–e Young Commun—st
League fo” a small pe”—od of t—me —n 1936, befo”e becom-
—ng d—s—llus—oned w—t– t–e pa”ty.[8] Soon afte” a””—v—ng —n
New Yo”k C—ty, –e became a membe” of F—fteent– St”eet
Meet—ng of t–e Rel—g—ous Soc—ety of F”—ends (Quake”s).

Rust—n was an accompl—s–ed teno” vocal—st, an asset
w–—c– ea”ned –—m adm—ss—on to bot– W—lbe”fo”ce Un—-
ve”s—ty and C–eyney State Teac–e”s College w—t– mus—c
sc–ola”s–—ps.[11] In 1939, –e was —n t–e c–o”us of a s–o”t-
l—ved mus—cal t–at sta””ed Paul Robeson. Blues s—nge”
Jos– W–—te was also a cast membe”, and late” —nv—ted
Rust—n to jo—n –—s band, ནJos– W–—te and t–e Ca”ol—n—-
ansཔ. T–—s gave Rust—n t–e oppo”tun—ty to become a ”egu-
la” pe”fo”me” at t–e Café Soc—ety n—g–tclub —n G”eenw—c–
V—llage, w—den—ng –—s soc—al and —ntellectual contacts.[12]

A few albums on Fellows–—p Reco”ds featu”—ng –—s s—ng—ng
we”e p”oduced f”om t–e 1950s t–”oug– t–e 1970s.

2 Political Philosophy

Rust—n’s pe”sonal p–—losop–y —s sa—d to –ave been —nsp—”ed
by comb—n—ng Quake” pac—ិsm w—t– soc—al—sm (as taug–t
by A. P–—l—p Randolp–) and t–e t–eo”y of non-v—olent
p”otest, popula”—zed by Ma–atma Gand–—.[8]

3 Evolving aງliations

Follow—ng d—”ect—ons f”om t–e Sov—et Un—on, t–e
Commun—st Pa”ty USA (CPUSA) and —ts membe”s
we”e act—ve —n t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts movement fo” Af”—can
Ame”—cans.[13] Follow—ng Stal—n’s ནt–eo”y of nat—onal-
—smཔ, t–e CPUSA once favo”ed t–e c”eat—on of a sepa”ate
nat—on fo” Af”—can-Ame”—cans to be located —n t–e
Ame”—can Sout–east.[14] In 1941, afte” Ge”many —nvaded
t–e Sov—et Un—on, Josep– Stal—n o”de”ed t–e CPUSA
to abandon c—v—l ”—g–ts wo”k and focus suppo”t—ng U.S.
ent”y —nto Wo”ld Wa” II. D—s—llus—oned, Rust—n began
wo”k—ng w—t– membe”s of t–e Soc—al—st Pa”ty of No”man
T–omas, pa”t—cula”ly, A. P–—l—p Randolp–, t–e –ead
of t–e B”ot–e”–ood of Sleep—ng Ca” Po”te”s; anot–e”
soc—al—st mento” was t–e pac—ិst A. J. Muste, leade” of
t–e Fellows–—p of Reconc—l—at—on (FOR).

T–e t–”ee of t–em p”oposed a ma”c– on Was–—ngton to
p”otest ”ac—al d—sc”—m—nat—on —n t–e a”med fo”ces. Meet—ng
w—t– P”es—dent Roosevelt —n t–e Oval Oឹce, Randolp–
”espectfully and pol—tely, but ិ”mly told P”es—dent Roo-
sevelt t–at Af”—can-Ame”—cans would ma”c– —n t–e cap—tal
unless deseg”egat—on occu””ed. To p”ove t–e—” good fa—t–,
t–e o”gan—ze”s canceled t–e planned ma”c– afte” Roo-
sevelt —ssued Execut—ve O”de” 8802 (t–e Fa—” Employment

Act), w–—c– banned d—sc”—m—nat—on —n defense —ndust”—es
and fede”al agenc—es.

Rust—n t”aveled to Cal—fo”n—a to –elp p”otect t–e p”ope”ty
of Japanese-Ame”—cans w–o –ad been —mp”—soned —n —n-
te”nment camps. Imp”essed w—t– Rust—n’s o”gan—zat—onal
sk—lls, Muste appo—nted –—m as FOR’s sec”eta”y fo” stu-
dent and gene”al aាa—”s.

Rust—n was also a p—onee” —n t–e movement to deseg”e-
gate —nte”state bus t”avel. In 1942, –e boa”ded a bus —n
Lou—sv—lle, bound fo” Nas–v—lle, and sat —n t–e second
”ow. A numbe” of d”—ve”s asked –—m to move to t–e back,
but Rust—n ”efused. T–e bus was stopped by pol—ce 13
m—les no”t– of Nas–v—lle and Rust—n was a””ested. He was
beaten and taken to t–e pol—ce stat—on, but was ”eleased
unc–a”ged.[15]

In 1942, Rust—n ass—sted two ot–e” staាe”s, Geo”ge
House” and James L. Fa”me”, J”., and act—v—st Be”n—ce
F—s–e” as t–ey fo”med t–e Cong”ess of Rac—al E“ual—ty
(CORE). Rust—n was not a d—”ect founde”, but was ནan
uncle of CORE,པ Fa”me” and House” sa—d late”. CORE
was conce—ved as a pac—ិst o”gan—zat—on based on t–e
w”—t—ngs of Hen”y Dav—d T–o”eau. It was modeled afte”
Mo–andas Gand–—'s non-v—olent ”es—stance aga—nst B”—t—s–
”ule —n Ind—a and was —nីuenced by –—s p”otege K”—s–nalal
S–”—d–a”an—'s bookWar without Violence.[16]

As decla”ed pac—ិsts w–o ”efused —nduct—on —nto t–e m—l-
—ta”y, Rust—n, House”, and ot–e” membe”s of FOR and
CORE we”e conv—cted of v—olat—ng t–e Select—ve Se”-
v—ce Act. F”om 1944 to 1946, Rust—n was —mp”—soned
—n Lew—sbu”g Fede”al Pen—tent—a”y, w–e”e –e o”gan—zed
p”otests aga—nst seg”egated d—n—ng fac—l—t—es. Du”—ng –—s
—nca”ce”at—on, Rust—n also o”gan—zed FOR’s F”ee Ind—a
Comm—ttee. Afte” –—s ”elease f”om p”—son, –e was f”e-
“uently a””ested fo” p”otest—ng aga—nst B”—t—s– colon—al ”ule
—n Ind—a and Af”—ca.

Just befo”e a t”—p to Af”—ca w–—le college sec”eta”y of
t–e FOR, Rust—n ”eco”ded a 10-—nc– LP fo” t–e Fellow-
s–—p Reco”ds label. He sang sp—”—tuals and El—zabet–an
songs, accompan—ed on t–e –a”ps—c–o”d by Ma”ga”et
Dav—son.[17]

4 Inຆuence on the Civil Rights
Movement

Fu”t–e” —nfo”mat—on: Af”—can-Ame”—can C—v—l R—g–ts
Movement (1955ཊ1968)

Rust—n and House” o”gan—zed t–e Jou”ney of Recon-
c—l—at—on —n 1947. T–—s was t–e ិ”st of t–e F”eedom
R—des to test t–e ”ul—ng of t–e Sup”eme Cou”t of t–e
Un—ted States t–at banned ”ac—al d—sc”—m—nat—on —n —nte”-
state t”avel (Irene Morgan v. Commonwealth of Virginia).
Rust—n and CORE execut—ve sec”eta”y Geo”ge House” ”e-
c”u—ted a team of fou”teen men, d—v—ded e“ually by ”ace,
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to ”—de —n pa—”s t–”oug– V—”g—n—a, No”t– Ca”ol—na, Ten-
nessee, and Kentucky.[18] T–e NAACP opposed CORE’s
Gand–—an tact—cs as too meek. Pa”t—c—pants —n t–e Jou”-
ney of Reconc—l—at—on we”e a””ested seve”al t—mes. A”-
”ested w—t– Jew—s– act—v—st Igal Roodenko, Rust—n se”ved
twenty-two days on a c–a—n gang —n No”t– Ca”ol—na fo”
v—olat—ng J—m C”ow laws ”ega”d—ng seg”egated seat—ng on
publ—c t”anspo”tat—on.[19]

In 1948, Rust—n t”aveled to Ind—a to lea”n tec–n—“ues of
nonv—olent c—v—l ”es—stance d—”ectly f”om t–e leade”s of
t–e Gand–—an movement. T–e confe”ence –ad been o”-
gan—zed befo”e Gand–—’s assass—nat—on ea”l—e” t–at yea”.
Between 1947 and 1952, Rust—n met w—t– leade”s of —n-
dependence movements —n G–ana and N—ge”—a.

In 1951, –e fo”med t–e Comm—ttee to Suppo”t Sout–
Af”—can Res—stance, w–—c– late” became t–e Ame”—can
Comm—ttee on Af”—ca.

Rust—n was a””ested —n Pasadena, Cal—fo”n—a, —n 1953 fo”
sexual act—v—ty w—t– two ot–e” men —n a pa”ked ca”. O”—g—-
nally c–a”ged w—t– vag”ancy and lewd conduct, –e pleaded
gu—lty to a s—ngle, lesse” c–a”ge of ནsex pe”ve”s—onཔ (as
sodomy was oឹc—ally ”efe””ed to —n Cal—fo”n—a t–en, even
—f consensual) and se”ved 60 days —n ja—l. T–—s was t–e
ិ”st t—me t–at –—s –omosexual—ty –ad come to publ—c atten-
t—on. He –ad been and ”ema—ned cand—d about –—s sexu-
al—ty, alt–oug– –omosexual act—v—ty was st—ll c”—m—nal—zed
t–”oug–out t–e Un—ted States. Afte” –—s conv—ct—on, –e
was ិ”ed f”om FOR. He became t–e execut—ve sec”eta”y
of t–e Wa” Res—ste”s League.

Rust—n se”ved as an un—dent—ិedmembe” of t–e Ame”—can
F”—ends Se”v—ce Comm—ttee's task fo”ce to w”—te ནSpeak
T”ut– to Powe”: A Quake” Sea”c– fo” an Alte”nat—ve to
V—olence,པ[20] publ—s–ed —n 1955. T–—s was one of t–e
most —nីuent—al and w—dely commented upon pac—ិst es-
says —n t–e Un—ted States. Rust—n –ad wanted to keep –—s
pa”t—c—pat—on “u—et, as –e bel—eved t–at –—s known sexual
o”—entat—on would be used by c”—t—cs as an excuse to com-
p”om—se t–e 71-page pamp–let w–en —t was publ—s–ed. It
analyzed t–e Cold Wa” and t–e Ame”—can ”esponse to —t,
and ”ecommended non-v—olent solut—ons.

Rust—n took leave f”om t–e Wa” Res—ste”s League —n 1956
to adv—se Ma”t—n Lut–e” K—ng J”. on Gand–—an tact—cs.
K—ng was o”gan—z—ng t–e publ—c t”anspo”tat—on boycott —n
Montgome”y, Alabama, known as t–e Montgome”y Bus
Boycott. Acco”d—ng to Rust—n, ནI t–—nk —t’s fa—” to say
t–at D”. K—ng’s v—ew of non-v—olent tact—cs was almost
non-ex—stent w–en t–e boycott began. In ot–e” wo”ds,
D”. K—ng was pe”m—tt—ng –—mself and –—s c–—ld”en and –—s
–ome to be p”otected by guns.པ Rust—n conv—nced K—ng
to abandon t–e a”med p”otect—on, —nclud—ng a pe”sonal
–andgun.[21] In a 1964 —nte”v—ew w—t– Robe”t Penn Wa”-
”en fo” t–e book W–o Speaks fo” t–e Neg”o?, Rust—n also
”eីected t–at –—s —nteg”at—ve —deology began to d—ាe” f”om
K—ng’s, and t–at –e bel—eves a soc—al movement ན–as to be
based on t–e collect—ve needs of people at t–—s t—me, ”e-
ga”dless of colo”, c”eed, ”ace.པ[22]

T–e follow—ng yea”, Rust—n and K—ng began o”gan—z—ng
t–e Sout–e”n C–”—st—an Leade”s–—p Confe”ence (SCLC).
Many Af”—can-Ame”—can leade”s we”e conce”ned t–at
Rust—n’s sexual o”—entat—on and past Commun—st membe”-
s–—p would unde”m—ne suppo”t fo” t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts move-
ment. U.S. Rep”esentat—ve Adam Clayton Powell, J”.,
w–o was a membe” of t–e SCLC’s boa”d, fo”ced Rust—n’s
”es—gnat—on f”om t–e SCLC —n 1960 by t–”eaten—ng to
d—scuss Rust—n’s mo”als c–a”ge —n Cong”ess.[23] Alt–oug–
Rust—n was open about –—s sexual o”—entat—on and –—s con-
v—ct—on was a matte” of publ—c ”eco”d, t–e events –ad not
been d—scussed w—dely outs—de t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts leade”s–—p.

4.1 March on Washington

Rustin and Cleveland Robinson of the March on Washington for

Jobs and Freedom on August 7, 1963

Desp—te s–unn—ng f”om some c—v—l ”—g–ts leade”s,

[w]–en t–e moment came fo” an unp”ece-
dented mass gat–e”—ng —n Was–—ngton, Ran-
dolp– pus–ed Rust—n fo”wa”d as t–e log—cal
c–o—ce to o”gan—ze —t.[24]

A few weeks befo”e t–e Ma”c– on Was–—ngton fo” Jobs
and F”eedom —n August 1963, Senato” St”om T–u”mond
”a—led aga—nst Rust—n as a ནCommun—st, d”aft-dodge”, and
–omosexual,པ and –ad t–e ent—”e Pasadena a””est ិle en-
te”ed —n t–e ”eco”d.[24] T–u”mond also p”oduced a Fede”al
Bu”eau of Invest—gat—on p–otog”ap– of Rust—n talk—ng to
K—ng w–—le K—ng was bat–—ng, to —mply t–at t–e”e was a
same-sex ”elat—ons–—p between t–e two. Bot– men den—ed
t–e allegat—on of an aាa—”.
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Rust—n was —nst”umental —n o”gan—z—ng t–e ma”c–. He
d”—lled oា-duty pol—ce oឹce”s as ma”s–als, bus cap-
ta—ns to d—”ect t”aឹc, and sc–eduled t–e pod—um speak-
e”s. Eleano” Holmes No”ton and Rac–elle Ho”ow—tz we”e
a—des.[24]

Desp—te K—ng’s suppo”t, NAACP c–a—”man Roy W—lk—ns
d—d not want Rust—n to ”ece—ve any publ—c c”ed—t fo” –—s ”ole
—n plann—ng t–e ma”c–. Neve”t–eless, –e d—d become well
known. On Septembe” 6, 1963, Rust—n and Randolp– ap-
pea”ed on t–e cove” of Life magaz—ne as ནt–e leade”sཔ of
t–e Ma”c–.[25]

Afte” t–e Ma”c– on Was–—ngton, Rust—n o”gan—zed t–e
NewYo”k C—ty Sc–ool Boycott. W–en Rust—n was —nv—ted
to speak at t–e Un—ve”s—ty of V—”g—n—a —n 1964, sc–ool ad-
m—n—st”ato”s t”—ed to ban –—m, out of fea” t–at –e would
o”gan—ze anot–e” sc–ool boycott t–e”e.

4.2 From Protest to politics

In t–e sp”—ng of 1964, Ma”t—n Lut–e” K—ng was con-
s—de”—ng –—”—ng Rust—n as execut—ve d—”ecto” of SCLC,
but was adv—sed aga—nst —t by an old act—v—st f”—end of
Rust—n’s, Stanley Lev—son, on t–e g”ounds of Rust—n’s
g”ow—ng devot—on to t–e pol—t—cal t–eo”—st Max Sc–ac–t-
man. "Sc–ac–tman—tes" we”e known to be an —deolog-
—cally cult—s– g”oup w—t– a”dently ant—-commun—st pos—-
t—ons and attac–ments to t–e Democ”at—c Pa”ty and t–e
AFL-CIO.[26]

At t–e 1964 Democ”at—c Nat—onal Convent—on, Rust—n be-
came an adv—se” to t–e M—ss—ss—pp— F”eedom Democ”at—c
Pa”ty (MFDP), w–o we”e attempt—ng to be ”ecogn—zed as
t–e leg—t—mate, non-J—m C”ow delegat—on f”om t–e—” state.
DNC leade”s Lyndon Jo–nson and Hube”t Hump–”ey
oាe”ed only two non-vot—ng seats to t–e MFDP, w—t–
t–e oឹc—al seat—ng go—ng to t–e seg”egat—on—st M—ss—s-
s—pp— ”egula” delegat—on. Rust—n, follow—ng a l—ne set by
S–ac–tman[27]and AFL-CIO leade”s, u”ged t–e MFDP
to take t–e oាe”. MFDP leade”s, —nclud—ng Fann—e Lou
Hame” and BobMoses, ang”—ly ”ejected t–e a””angement,
and many of t–e—” suppo”te”s became –—g–ly susp—c—ous
of Rust—n. Rust—n d—d, –oweve”, —ng”at—ate –—mself to t–e
Democ”at—c Pa”ty leade”s–—p.[28]

Afte” passage of t–e 1964 C—v—l R—g–ts Act, Rust—n advo-
cated close” t—es between t–e c—v—l ”—g–ts movement and
t–e Democ”at—c Pa”ty, spec—ិcally t–e pa”ty’s base among
t–e w–—te wo”k—ng class. W—t– Tom Ka–n, Rust—n w”ote
an —nីuent—al a”t—cle —n 1964 called ནF”om p”otest to pol-
—t—csཔ t–at analyzed t–e c–ang—ng economy and —ts —m-
pl—cat—ons fo” Af”—can Ame”—cans. Rust—n w”ote t–at t–e
”—se of automat—on would ”educe t–e demand fo” low-sk—ll
–—g–-pay—ng jobs, w–—c– would jeopa”d—ze t–e pos—t—on of
t–e u”ban Af”—can-Ame”—can wo”k—ng class, pa”t—cula”ly
—n no”t–e”n states.

In Rust—n’s v—ew, t–e needs of t–e Af”—can-Ame”—can
commun—ty demanded a s–—ft —n pol—t—cal st”ategy, w–e”e

Rustin, 1965

t–e blacks would need to st”engt–en t–e—” pol—t—cal al-
l—ance w—t– mostly w–—te un—ons and ot–e” o”gan—zat—ons
(c–u”c–es, synagogues, etc.) to pu”sue a common eco-
nom—c agenda. It was t—me to move f”om p”otest to
pol—t—cs, w”ote Rust—n. Rust—n’s analys—s of t–e eco-
nom—c p”oblems of t–e Black commun—ty was w—dely
—nីuent—al.[29]

He also a”gued t–at a pa”t—cula” dange” fac—ng t–e
Af”—can-Ame”—can commun—ty was t–e appeal of —dent—ty
pol—t—cs, pa”t—cula”ly t–e ”—se of "Black powe”" w–—c– –e
d—sm—ssed as a fantasy of m—ddle-class black people t–at
”epeated t–e pol—t—cal and mo”al e””o”s of p”ev—ous black
nat—onal—sts, w–—le al—enat—ng t–e w–—te all—es needed by
t–e Af”—can-Ame”—can commun—ty. H—sto”—an Randall
Kennedy –as w”—tten t–at w–—le Rust—n –ad a gene”al ནd—s-
da—n of nat—onal—smཔ –e –ad a ནve”y d—ាe”ent att—tude to-
wa”d Jew—s– nat—onal—smཔ and was ནunីagg—ngly suppo”t-
—ve of Z—on—sm.པ [30]

Because of t–ese pos—t—ons, Rust—n was c”—t—c—zed as a
ནsell-outཔ by many of –—s fo”me” colleagues —n t–e c—v—l
”—g–ts movement, espec—ally t–ose connected to g”ass”oots
o”gan—z—ng. T–ey c–a”ged t–at –e was lu”ed by t–e ma-
te”—al comfo”ts t–at came w—t– a less ”ad—cal and mo”e
p”ofess—onal type of act—v—sm. W–—le b—og”ap–e” Jo–n
D'Em—l—o ”ejects t–ese asse”t—ons, Randall Kennedy –as
w”—tten t–at desc”—pt—ons of Rust—n as ནa boug–t manཔ a”e
ནat least pa”tly t”ue.པ [31]

ནF”om P”otest to Pol—t—csཔ was publ—s–ed —n Commenta”y
magaz—ne at t–e be–est of ed—to”-—n-c–—ef No”man Pod-
–o”etz. Rust—n ”ema—ned —ntellectually and pe”sonally
al—gned w—t– Pod–o”etz and Commenta”y fo” t–e next
20 yea”s as Pod–o”etz and t–e magaz—ne p”omoted t–e
neoconse”vat—ve movement. In 1985 Rust—n publ—cly
p”a—sed Pod–o”etz fo” –—s ”efusal to ནpande” to m—no”—ty
g”oupsཔ and fo” oppos—ng –—”—ng “uotas and black stud—es
p”og”ams.[32]
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4.2.1 Inຆuence on William Julius Wilson

See also: W—ll—am Jul—us W—lson

Rust—n’s analys—s was suppo”ted by late” ”esea”c– by
W—ll—am Jul—us W—lson. W—lson documented an —nc”ease
—n —ne“ual—ty w—t–—n t–e Black commun—ty, follow—ng ed-
ucated Blacks mov—ng —nto w–—te subu”bs and follow—ng
t–e dec”ease of demand fo” low-sk—ll labo” as —ndust”y
decl—ned —n t–e No”t–e”n USA. Suc– econom—c p”oblems
we”e not be—ng add”essed by a c—v—l ”—g–ts leade”s–—p fo-
cused on "aឹ”mat—ve act—on", a pol—cy beneិt—ng t–e t”uly
advantaged w—t–—n t–e Black commun—ty. W—lson’s c”—t-
—c—sm of t–e neglect of wo”k—ng-class and poo” Af”—can
Ame”—cans by c—v—l ”—g–ts o”gan—zat—ons led to –—s be—ng
labeled a neoconse”vat—ve, alt–oug– –e —dent—ិed –—mself
as a Rust—n-style soc—al democ”at. W—lson –as se”ved on
t–e adv—so”y boa”d of Soc—al Democ”ats, USA.[33] [34]

H—s The Truly Disadvantaged, w–—c– was selected by t–e
ed—to”s of t–e New York Times Book Rev—ew as one of
t–e 16 best books of 1987, and ”ece—ved The Washing-

ton Monthly Annual Book Awa”d and t–e Soc—ety fo” t–e
Study of Soc—al P”oblems’ C. W”—g–t M—lls Awa”d. In
The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner City, the Underclass,

and Public Policy (1987), W—lson was one of t–e ិ”st to
enunc—ate at lengt– t–e "spat—al m—smatc–" t–eo”y fo” t–e
development of a g–etto unde”class. As —ndust”—al jobs
d—sappea”ed —n c—t—es —n t–e wake of global econom—c ”e-
st”uctu”—ng, and –ence u”ban unemployment —nc”eased,
women found —t unw—se to ma””y t–e fat–e”s of t–e—” c–—l-
d”en, s—nce t–e fat–e”s would not be b”eadw—nne”s.

H—s When Work Disappears: The World of the New Ur-

ban Poor, w–—c– was selected as one of t–e notable books
of 1996 by t–e ed—to”s of t–e New Yo”k T—mes Book Re-
v—ew and ”ece—ved t–e S—dney H—llman Foundat—on Awa”d.
H—s The Bridge Over the Racial Divide: Rising Inequality

and Coalition Politics ”eaឹ”ms t–e need fo” a coal—t—on
st”ategy, as Rust—n suggested.

In W—lson’s most ”ecent book, More Than Just Race:

Being Black and Poor in the Inner City (2009), –e d—-
”ects –—s attent—on to t–e ove”all f”am—ng of pe”vas—ve,
concent”ated u”ban pove”ty of Af”—can Ame”—cans. He
asks t–e “uest—on, ནW–y do pove”ty and une“ual oppo”-
tun—ty pe”s—st —n t–e l—ves of so many Af”—can Ame”—-
cans?" In ”esponse, –e t”aces t–e –—sto”y and cu””ent state
of powe”ful st”uctu”al facto”s —mpact—ng Af”—can Ame”-
—cans, suc– as d—sc”—m—nat—on —n laws, pol—c—es, –—”—ng,
–ous—ng, and educat—on. W—lson also exam—nes t–e —nte”-
play of st”uctu”al facto”s and t–e att—tudes and assump-
t—ons of Af”—can Ame”—cans, Eu”opean Ame”—cans, and
soc—al sc—ence ”esea”c–e”s. In —dent—fy—ng t–e dynam—c
—nីuence of st”uctu”al, econom—c, and cultu”al facto”s,
–e a”gues aga—nst e—t–e”/o” pol—t—c—zed v—ews of pove”ty
among Af”—can Ame”—cans t–at e—t–e” focus blame solely
on cultu”al facto”s o” only on unjust st”uctu”al facto”s.
He t”—es ནto demonst”ate t–e —mpo”tance of unde”stand—ng

not only t–e —ndependent cont”—but—ons of soc—al st”uctu”e
and cultu”e, but also –ow t–ey —nte”act to s–ape d—ាe”ent
g”oup outcomes t–at embody ”ac—al —ne“ual—ty.པ W—lson’s
goal —s to ན”et–—nk t–e way we talk about add”ess—ng t–e
p”oblems of ”ace and u”ban pove”ty —n t–e publ—c pol—cy
a”ena.པ[35]

4.3 Labor movement: Unions and social
democracy

Rust—n —nc”eas—ngly wo”ked to st”engt–en t–e labo” move-
ment, w–—c– –e saw as t–e c–amp—on of empowe”ment fo”
t–e Af”—can-Ame”—can commun—ty and fo” econom—c jus-
t—ce fo” all Ame”—cans. He cont”—buted to t–e labo” move-
ment’s two s—des, econom—c and pol—t—cal, t–”oug– suppo”t
of labo” un—ons and soc—al-democ”at—c pol—t—cs.

He was t–e founde” and became t–e D—”ecto” of t–e A.
P–—l—p Randolp– Inst—tute, w–—c– coo”d—nated t–e AFL-
CIO’s wo”k on c—v—l ”—g–ts and econom—c just—ce. He be-
came a ”egula” column—st fo” t–e AFL-CIO newspape”.

On t–e pol—t—cal s—de of t–e labo” movement, Rust—n —n-
c”eased –—s v—s—b—l—ty as a leade” of t–e Ame”—can soc—al
democ”acy. He became a nat—onal co-c–a—”man of t–e
Soc—al—st Pa”ty of Ame”—ca —n ea”ly 1972. In Decem-
be” 1972, w–en t–e Soc—al—st Pa”ty c–anged —ts name to
Soc—al Democ”ats, USA (SDUSA) by a vote of 73ཊ34,
Rust—n cont—nued to se”ve as nat—onal co-c–a—”man, along
w—t– C–a”les S. Z—mme”man of t–e Inte”nat—onal Lad—es
Ga”ment Wo”ke”s’ Un—on (ILGWU).[36] In –—s open—ng
speec– to t–e Decembe” 1972 Convent—on, Co-C–a—”man
Rust—n called fo” SDUSA to o”gan—ze aga—nst t–e ན”eac-
t—ona”y pol—c—es of t–e N—xonAdm—n—st”at—on"; Rust—n also
c”—t—c—zed t–e ན—””espons—b—l—ty and él—t—sm of t–e 'New
Pol—t—cs’ l—be”alsཔ.[36] In late” yea”s, Rust—n se”ved at t–e
nat—onal c–a—”man of SDUSA.

4.4 Foreign policy

L—ke many l—be”als and soc—al—sts, Rust—n suppo”ted P”es-
—dent Lyndon B. Jo–nson's conta—nment pol—cy aga—nst
commun—sm, w–—le mak—ng c”—t—c—sms of t–e conduct of
t–—s pol—cy. In pa”t—cula”, to ma—nta—n —ndependent labo”
un—ons and pol—t—cal oppos—t—on —n V—etnam, Rust—n and
ot–e”s gave c”—t—cal suppo”t to U.S. m—l—ta”y —nte”vent—on
—n V—etnam, w–—le call—ng fo” a negot—ated peace t”eaty
and democ”at—c elect—ons. Rust—n c”—t—c—zed t–e spec—ិc
conduct of t–e wa”, t–oug–. Fo” —nstance, —n a fund”a—s—ng
lette” sent to Wa” Res—ste”s League suppo”te”s —n 1964,
Rust—n w”ote of be—ng ནange”ed and –um—l—ated by t–e
k—nd of wa” be—ng waged, a wa” of to”tu”e, a wa” —n w–—c–
c—v—l—ans a”e be—ng mac–—ne gunned f”om t–e a—”, and —n
w–—c– Ame”—can napalm bombs a”e be—ng d”opped on t–e
v—llages.པ[37]

Along w—t– Alla”d Lowenste—n and No”man T–omas,
Rust—n wo”ked w—t– t–e C.I.A.-sponso”ed Comm—ttee
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6 5 DEATH AND BELIEFS

on F”ee Elect—ons —n t–e Dom—n—can Republ—c, w–—c–
lent ན—nte”nat—onal c”ed—b—l—ty to a 1966 ballot eាect—vely
”—gged aga—nst t–e soc—al—st fo”me” p”es—dent, Juan Bosc–.པ
[38]

T–”oug–out t–e 1970s and 1980s, Rust—n wo”ked as a –u-
man ”—g–ts and elect—on mon—to” fo” F”eedom House.[39]

In 1970 Rust—n called fo” t–e U.S. to send m—l—ta”y jets —n
t–e ិg–t aga—nst A”ab states by Is”ael; ”efe””—ng to a New
Yo”k T—mes a”t—cle –e aut–o”ed, Rust—n w”ote to P”—me
M—n—ste” Golda Me—” "...I –ope t–at t–e ad w—ll also –ave
an eាect on a se”—ous domest—c “uest—on: namely, t–e ”e-
lat—ons between t–e Jew—s– and t–e Neg”o commun—t—es
—n Ame”—ca.པ Rust—n was conce”ned about un—ty between
two g”oups t–at –e a”gued faced d—sc”—m—nat—on —n Ame”-
—ca and ab”oad, and also bel—eved t–at Is”ael’s democ”at—c
—deals we”e p”oof t–at just—ce and e“ual—ty would p”eva—l
—n t–e A”ab te””—to”—es desp—te t–e at”oc—t—es of wa”. H—s
fo”me” colleagues —n t–e peace movement cons—de”ed —t to
be a p”ofound bet”ayal of Rust—n’s nonv—olent —deals.[40]

T–e pl—g–t of Jews —n t–e Sov—et Un—on ”em—nded Rust—n
of t–e st”uggles t–at blacks faced —n t–e Un—ted States. So-
v—et Jews faced many of t–e same fo”ms of d—sc”—m—nat—on
—n employment, educat—on and –ous—ng, w–—le also be—ng
p”—sone”s w—t–—n t–e—” own count”y by be—ng den—ed t–e
c–ance to em—g”ate by Sov—et aut–o”—t—es.[41] Afte” see-
—ng t–e —njust—ce t–at Sov—et Jews faced, Rust—n became
a lead—ng vo—ce —n advocat—ng fo” t–e movement of Jews
f”om t–e Sov—et Un—on to Is”ael. He wo”ked closely w—t–
Senato” Hen”y Jackson of Was–—ngton, w–o —nt”oduced
leg—slat—on t–at t—ed t”ade ”elat—ons w—t– t–e Sov—et Un—on
to t–e—” t”eatment of Jews.[42]

Rust—n ma—nta—ned –—s st”ongly ant—-Sov—et v—ews late” —n
–—s l—fe, espec—ally w—t– ”ega”d to Af”—ca. Rust—n co-
w”ote w—t– Ca”l Ge”s–man (a fo”me” d—”ecto” of Soc—al
Democ”ats, USA and futu”e Ronald Reagan appo—ntee)
an essay ent—tled ནAf”—ca, Sov—et Impe”—al—sm & t–e Re-
t”eat of Ame”—can Powe”,པ —n w–—c– –e dec”—ed Russ—an
and Cuban —nvolvement —n t–e Angolan C—v—l Wa” and
defended t–e m—l—ta”y —nte”vent—on by apa”t–e—d Sout–
Af”—ca on be–alf of t–e Nat—onal L—be”at—on F”ont of An-
gola (FNLA) and Nat—onal Un—on fo” t–e Total Indepen-
dence of Angola (UNITA). ནAnd —f a Sout– Af”—can fo”ce
d—d —nte”vene at t–e u”g—ng of black leade”s and on t–e
s—de of t–e fo”ces t–at clea”ly ”ep”esent t–e blackmajo”—ty
—n Angola, to counte” a non-Af”—can a”my of Cubans ten
t—mes —ts s—ze, by w–at standa”d of pol—t—cal judgment —s
t–—s —mmo”al?" Rust—n accused t–e Sov—et Un—on of a clas-
s—c —mpe”—al—st agenda —n Af”—ca —n pu”su—t of econom—c
”esou”ces and v—tal sea lanes, and called t–e Ca”te” Ad-
m—n—st”at—on ན–ypoc”—t—calཔ fo” cla—m—ng to be comm—tted
to t–e welfa”e of blacks w–—le do—ng too l—ttle to t–wa”t
Russ—an and Cuban expans—on t–”oug–out Af”—ca.[43]

4.5 Gay rights

He also test—ិed on be–alf of New Yo”k State’s Gay
R—g–ts B—ll. In 1986, –e gave a speec– ནT–e New N—g-
ge”s A”e Gays,པ —n w–—c– –e asse”ted,

Today, blacks a”e no longe” t–e l—tmus pa-
pe” o” t–e ba”omete” of soc—al c–ange. Blacks
a”e —n eve”y segment of soc—ety and t–e”e a”e
laws t–at –elp to p”otect t–em f”om ”ac—al d—s-
c”—m—nat—on. T–e new ནn—gge”sཔ a”e gays.... It —s
—n t–—s sense t–at gay people a”e t–e new ba”om-
ete” fo” soc—al c–ange.... T–e “uest—on of soc—al
c–ange s–ould be f”amed w—t– t–e most vulne”-
able g”oup —n m—nd: gay people.[44]

W–—le t–e”e —s a ”ecu””—ng tendency to desc”—be Rust—n as
a p—onee”—ng ནout gay manཔ t–e t”ut– —s mo”e complex. In
1986, Rust—n was —nv—ted to cont”—bute to t–e book In the

Life: A Black Gay Anthology. He decl—ned, expla—n—ng

I was not —nvolved —n t–e st”ug-
gle fo” gay ”—g–ts as a yout–. ...
I d—d not 'come out of t–e closet'
volunta”—lyཋc—”cumstances fo”ced
me out. W–—le I –ave no p”oblem
w—t– be—ng publ—cly —dent—ិed as –o-
mosexual, —t would be d—s–onest of
me to p”esent myself as one w–o
was —n t–e fo”ef”ont of t–e st”uggle
fo” gay ”—g–ts. ... I fundamentally
cons—de” sexual o”—entat—on to be a
p”—vate matte”. As suc–, —t –as not
been a facto” w–—c– –as g”eatly —n-
ីuenced my ”ole as an act—v—st.པ [45]

Rust—n d—d not engage —n any gay ”—g–ts act—v—sm unt—l t–e
1980s. He was u”ged to do so by –—s pa”tne” Walte” Nea-
gle, w–o –as sa—d t–at ནI t–—nk t–at —f I –adn't been —n
t–e oឹce at t–at t—me, w–en t–ese —nv—tat—ons [f”om gay
o”gan—zat—ons] came —n, –e p”obably wouldn't –ave done
t–em.པ [46]

5 Death and beliefs

Rust—n d—ed on August 24, 1987, of a pe”fo”ated
append—x. An ob—tua”y —n t–e New York Times ”epo”ted,
ནLook—ng back at –—s ca”ee”, M”. Rust—n, a Quake”, once
w”ote: 'T–e p”—nc—pal facto”s w–—c– —nីuenced my l—fe a”e
1) nonv—olent tact—cs; 2) const—tut—onal means; 3) demo-
c”at—c p”ocedu”es; 4) ”espect fo” –uman pe”sonal—ty; 5) a
bel—ef t–at all people a”e one.'"[47]

P”es—dent Ronald Reagan —ssued a statement on Rust—n’s
deat–, p”a—s—ng –—s wo”k fo” c—v—l ”—g–ts and ནfo” –uman
”—g–ts t–”oug–out t–e wo”ld.པ He added t–at Rust—n ནwas
denounced by fo”me” f”—ends, because –e neve” gave up
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–—s conv—ct—on t–at m—no”—t—es —n Ame”—ca could and would
succeed based on t–e—” —nd—v—dual me”—t.པ [48]

M”. Rust—n was su”v—ved byWalte” Naegle, –—s pa”tne” of
ten yea”s.[49][50]

Rustin speaks with civil rights activists before a demonstration,

1964

6 Legacy

Desp—te t–e fact t–at –e played suc– an —mpo”tant ”ole —n
t–e c—v—l ”—g–tsmovement, Rust—n ནfaded f”om t–e s–o”tl—st
of well-known c—v—l ”—g–ts l—ons,པ —n pa”t because of pub-
l—c d—scomfo”t w—t– –—s sexual o”—entat—on.[24] Howeve”,
t–e 2003 documenta”y ិlm Brother Outsider: The Life

of Bayard Rustin, a Sundance Fest—val G”and Ju”y P”—ze
nom—nee,[51] and t–e Ma”c– 2012 centenn—al of Rust—n’s
b—”t– –ave cont”—buted to some ”enewed ”ecogn—t—on. T–e
ot–e” s—gn—ិcant facto” was Rust—n’s t—lt towa”ds conse”-
vat—sm —n t–e late 1960s, w–—c– led –—m —nto d—sag”eement
w—t– most c—v—l ”—g–ts leade”s.

Rust—n –as been c—ted as an —nីuent—al cont”—buto” to t–e
neoconse”vat—ve movement, beg—nn—ng w—t– –—s pa”t—c-
—pat—on —n t–e Coal—t—on fo” a Democ”at—c Majo”—ty —n
t–e ea”ly 1970s, an o”gan—zat—on t–at –elped ”ev—ve t–e
Comm—ttee on t–e P”esent Dange”.[52][53] [54]

Acco”d—ng to Dan—el R—c–man, fo”me” cle”k fo” Un—ted
States Sup”eme Cou”t just—ce T–u”good Ma”s–all, Ma”-
s–all’s f”—ends–—p w—t– Rust—n and Rust—n’s openness about
–—s –omosexual—ty played a s—gn—ិcant ”ole —n Ma”s–all’s
d—ssent f”om t–e cou”t’s 5ཊ4 dec—s—on up–old—ng t–e con-
st—tut—onal—ty of state sodomy laws —n t–e late” ove”tu”ned
1986 case Bowe”s v. Ha”dw—ck.[55]

Seve”al bu—ld—ngs –ave been named —n –ono” of Rust—n,
—nclud—ng t–e Baya”d Rust—n Educat—onal Complex lo-
cated —n C–elsea, Man–attan;[56] Baya”d Rust—n H—g–
Sc–ool —n –—s –ometown of West C–este”, Pennsylvan—a;
Baya”d Rust—n L—b”a”y at t–e Aឹ”mat—ons Gay/Lesb—an
Commun—ty Cente” —n Fe”ndale, M—c–—gan; t–e Baya”d
Rust—n Soc—al Just—ce Cente” —n Conway, A”kansas. In
July 2007, w—t– t–e pe”m—ss—on of t–e Estate of Baya”d

Rust—n, a g”oup of San F”anc—sco Bay A”ea Af”—can-
Ame”—can LGBT commun—ty leade”s oឹc—ally fo”med
t–e Baya”d Rust—n LGBT Coal—t—on (BRC), to p”omote
g”eate” pa”t—c—pat—on —n t–e electo”al p”ocess, advance
c—v—l and –uman ”—g–ts —ssues, and p”omote t–e legacy of
M”. Rust—n. In add—t—on, t–e Baya”d Rust—n Cente” fo”
LGBTQA Act—v—sm, Awa”eness and Reconc—l—at—on —s lo-
cated at Gu—lfo”d College, a Quake” sc–ool.[57] Fo”me”ly
t–e Quee” and All—ed Resou”ce Cente”, t–e cente” was
”eded—cated —n Ma”c– 2011 w—t– t–e pe”m—ss—on of t–e
Estate of Baya”d Rust—n and featu”ed a keynote add”ess
by soc—al just—ce act—v—st Mandy Ca”te”.[58]

A b—og”ap–—cal featu”e mov—e of Baya”d Rust—n was ent—-
tled Out of the Past.[59]

A Pennsylvan—a State H—sto”—cal Ma”ke” —s placed at L—n-
coln and Montgome”y Avenues, West C–este”, Pennsyl-
van—a; t–e ma”ke” commemo”at—ng –—s accompl—s–ments
l—es on t–e g”ounds of Hende”son H—g– Sc–ool, w–—c– –e
attended.[60]

In 2012 Rust—n was —nducted —nto t–e Legacy Walk, an
outdoo” publ—c d—splay w–—c– celeb”ates LGBT –—sto”y
and people.[61]

Rust—n was post–umously awa”ded –ono”a”y membe”s–—p
—nto Delta P–— Ups—lon, a f”ate”n—ty fo” gay, b—sexual and
p”og”ess—ve men.

In 2013 Rust—n became an –ono”ee —n t–e Un—ted States
Depa”tment of Labo” Hall of Hono”.[62]

On August 8, 2013, P”es—dent Ba”ack Obama announced
t–at –e would post–umously awa”d Rust—n t–e P”es—dent—al
Medal of F”eedom. T–e c—tat—on —n t–e p”ess ”elease
stated:

Baya”d Rust—n was an uny—eld—ng act—v—st fo”
c—v—l ”—g–ts, d—gn—ty, and e“ual—ty fo” all. An
adv—so” to t–e Reve”end D”. Ma”t—n Lut–e”
K—ng, J”., –e p”omoted nonv—olent ”es—stance,
pa”t—c—pated —n one of t–e ិ”st F”eedom R—des,
o”gan—zed t–e 1963 Ma”c– on Was–—ngton
fo” Jobs and F”eedom, and foug–t t—”elessly
fo” ma”g—nal—zed commun—t—es at –ome and
ab”oad. As an openly gay Af”—can Ame”—can,
M”. Rust—n stood at t–e —nte”sect—on of seve”al
of t–e ិg–ts fo” e“ual ”—g–ts.[63]

At t–e W–—te House ce”emony on Novembe” 20, 2013,
P”es—dent Obama p”esented Rust—n’s awa”d to Walte”
Naegle, –—s pa”tne” of ten yea”s.[7]

7 Publications

• Interracial primer, New Yo”k: Fellows–—p of Recon-
c—l—at—on, 1943

• Interracial workshop: progress report, New Yo”k:
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Sponso”ed by Cong”ess of Rac—al E“ual—ty and Fel-
lows–—p of Reconc—l—at—on, 1947

• Journey of reconciliation: report, New Yo”k :
Fellows–—p of Reconc—l—at—on, Cong”ess of Rac—al
E“ual—ty, 1947

• We challenged Jim Crow! a report on the jour-

ney of reconciliation, April 9–23, 1947, New Yo”k
: Fellows–—p of Reconc—l—at—on, Cong”ess of Rac—al
E“ual—ty, 1947

• ࣜIn apprehension how like a god!", P–—ladelp–—a:
Young F”—ends Movement 1948

• The revolution in the Southࣝ, Camb”—dge, Mas-
sac–usetts. : Peace Educat—on Sect—on, Ame”—can
F”—ends Se”v—ce Comm—ttee, 1950s

• Report on Montgomery, Alabama New Yo”k: Wa”
Res—ste”s League, 1956

• A report and action suggestions on non-violence in

the South New Yo”k: Wa” Res—ste”s League, 1957

• Civil rights: the true frontier, New Yo”k: Donald
P”ess, 1963

• From protest to politics: the future of the civil

rights movement, New Yo”k: League fo” Indust”—al
Democ”acy, 1965

• The city in crisis, (—nt”oduct—on) NewYo”k: A. P–—l—p
Randolp– Educat—onal Fund, 1965

• ࣜBlack powerࣝ and coalition politics, New Yo”k,
Ame”—can Jew—s– Comm—ttee 1966

• Which way? (w—t– Dan—el Pat”—ck Moyn—–an), New
Yo”k : Ame”—can P”ess, 1966

• The Watts ࣜManifestoࣝ & the McCone report., New
Yo”k, League fo” Indust”—al Democ”acy 1966

• Fear, frustration, backlash: the new crisis in civil

rights, New Yo”k, Jew—s– Labo” Comm—ttee 1966

• The lessons of the long hot summer, New Yo”k,
Ame”—can Jew—s– Comm—ttee 1967

• The Negro community: frustration politics, sociol-

ogy and economics Det”o—t : UAW C—t—zens–—p-
Leg—slat—ve Depa”tment, 1967

• A way out of the exploding ghetto, New Yo”k:
League fo” Indust”—al Democ”acy, 1967

• The alienated: the young rebels today and why

they're diઢerent, Was–—ngton, D.C. : Inte”nat—onal
Labo” P”ess Assoc—at—on, 1967

• ࣜRight to workࣝ laws; a trap for America’s minorities.,
New Yo”k: A. P–—ll—p Randolp– Inst—tute 1967

• Civil rights: the movement re-examined (cont”—bu-
to”), New Yo”k: A. P–—l—p Randolp– Educat—onal
Fund, 1967

• Separatism or integration, which way for America?:

a dialogue (w—t– Robe”t B”owne), New Yo”k,A.
P–—l—p Randolp– Educat—onal Fund, 1968

• The Report of the National Advisory Commission on

Civil Disorders, an analysis, New Yo”k, Ame”—can
Jew—s– Comm—ttee 1968

• The labor-Negro coalition, a new beginning, Was–-
—ngton? D.C. : Ame”—can Fede”at—on—st?, 1968

• The anatomy of frustration, New Yo”k: Ant—-
Defamat—on League of B'na— B'”—t–, 1968

• Morals concerning minorities, mental health and

identity, New Yo”k: A. P–—l—p Randolp– Inst—tute,
1969

• Black studies: myths & realities, (cont”—buto”) New
Yo”k: A. P–—l—p Randolp– Educat—onal Fund, 1969

• Conતict or coalition?: the civil rights struggle and the

trade union movement today, New Yo”k: A. P–—l—p
Randolp– Inst—tute, 1969

• Three essays, New Yo”k: A. P–—l—p Randolp– Inst—-
tute, 1969

• Black rage, White fear: the full employment answer :

an address, Was–—ngton, D.C.: B”—cklaye”s, Masons
& Plaste”e”s Inte”nat—onal Un—on 1970

• A word to black students, New Yo”k: A. P–—l—p Ran-
dolp– Inst—tute, 1970

• The failure of black separatism, New Yo”k: A.
P–—l—p Randolp– Inst—tute, 1970

• The blacks and the unions (cont”—buto”), New Yo”k:
A. P–—l—p Randolp– Educat—onal Fund, 1971

• Down the line; the collected writings of Bayard

Rustin, C–—cago: Quad”angle Books, 1971

• Aથrmative action in an economy of scarcity (w—t–
No”man H—ll), New Yo”k: A. P–—l—p Randolp– In-
st—tute, 1974

• Seniority and racial progress (w—t– No”man H—ll),
New Yo”k: A. P–—l—p Randolp– Inst—tute, 1975

• Have we reached the end of the second reconstruc-

tion?, Bloom—ngton, Ind—ana: T–e Poynte” Cente”,
1976

• Strategies for freedom: the changing patterns of

Black protest, NewYo”k: Columb—a Un—ve”s—ty P”ess
1976
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• Africa, Soviet imperialism and the retreat of Amer-

ican power, New Yo”k: Soc—al Democ”ats, USA
(”ep”—nt), 1978

• South Africa: is peaceful change possible? a report

(cont”—buto”), New Yo”k: NewYo”k F”—ends G”oup,
1984

• Time on two crosses: the collected writings of Bayard

Rustin, San F”anc—sco: Cle—s P”ess, 2003

• I Must Resist: Bayard Rustin’s Life in Letters: C—ty
L—g–ts, 2012

8 See also

• Ame”—can C—v—l R—g–ts Movement (1896-1954)

• C—v—l ”es—stance

• L—st of c—v—l ”—g–ts leade”s

• Nonv—olent ”es—stance

• T—mel—ne of t–e Ame”—can C—v—l R—g–ts Movement
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