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The completion of the Permanent Memorial has been 
made possible by the following voluntary contributions 
(received as of 17 March 2015)

Member States



About the Permanent Memorial

In December 2007, the United Nations General Assembly designated 25 March 
as the International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade and welcomed the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
proposal to erect “at a place of prominence at United Nations Headquarters a 
permanent memorial to honour these victims”.

The Permanent Memorial Committee is comprised of Member States from 
geographical regions around the world as well as representatives of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the  
United Nations Office for Partnerships, representatives from the United Nations 
Secretariat and civil society. The Caribbean Community and the African Union play 
a primary role in guiding the Committee’s work. An international competition was 
carried out to select a design for the Permanent Memorial. The Ark of Return, the 
design submitted by architect Rodney Leon, was chosen in 2013.

The Ark of Return is a permanent memorial to acknowledge the tragedy of the 
transatlantic slave trade, honour the victims of slavery and the transatlantic slave 
trade and preserve their legacy.

Visitors can pass through The Ark of Return to intimately experience three primary 
elements.  The first element, Acknowledge the Tragedy, is a three-dimensional map 
that depicts the global scale of the triangular slave trade. 

The second element, Consider the Legacy, is a full scale human figure lying in front 
of a wall inscribed with images of the interior of a slave ship. This element illustrates  
the extreme conditions under which millions of African people were transported 
during the Middle Passage.

The third element, Lest We Forget, is a triangular reflecting pool  where visitors can 
honour the memory of the millions of souls who were lost.

The Permanent Memorial will serve as a vehicle through which the United Nations 
Remember Slavery Programme will convey to visitors, the general public and 
students the lessons and legacy of  Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade.

The Remember Slavery Programme, managed by the 
United Nations Department of Public Information, 
was established by the General Assembly in 2007 to 
honour the memory of the victims of slavery and the 
transatlantic slave trade. It also aims to raise awareness 
of the dangers of racism and prejudice today. 

For more information:  rememberslavery.un.org 
Twitter: @rememberslavery  
www.facebook.com/rememberslavery


