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Constitution of the United States of America

We the People of the United States, in Or-
der to form a more perfect Union, establish
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide
for the common defence, promote the general
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and es-
tablish this Constitution for the United States
of America.

1 Article. I.

Section. 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be
vested in a Congress of the United States, which
shall consist of a Senate and House of Representa-
tives.

Section. 2. The House of Representatives shall be com-
posed of Members chosen every second Year by the
People of the several States, and the Electors in each
State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Elec-
tors of the most numerous Branch of the State Leg-
islature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have
attained to the age of twenty five Years, and been
seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who
shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State
in which he shall be chosen.

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned
among the several States which may be included
within this Union, according to their respective
Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to
the whole Number of free Persons, including those
bound to Service for a Term of Years, and exclud-
ing Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Per-
sons. The actual Enumeration shall be made within
three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress
of the United States, and within every subsequent
Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by
Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall
not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each
State shall have at Least one Representative; and
until such enumeration shall be made, the State of
New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three,
Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence
Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six,
New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one,

Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five,
South Carolina five, and Georgia three.

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any
State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue
Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker
and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of
Impeachment.

Section. 3. The Senate of the United States shall be
composed of two Senators from each State, chosen
by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each
Senator shall have one Vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Conse-
quence of the first Election, they shall be divided as
equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of
the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the
Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class
at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third
Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one
third may be chosen every second Year; and if Va-
cancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during
the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Ex-
ecutive thereof may make temporary Appointments
until the nextMeeting of the Legislature, which shall
then fill such Vacancies.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained
to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a
Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when
elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he
shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall be
President of the Senate but shall have no Vote, un-
less they be equally divided.

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a
President pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice
President, or when he shall exercise the Office of
President of the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeach-
ments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be
on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the
United States is tried the Chief Justice shall preside:
And no Person shall be convicted without the Con-
currence of two thirds of the Members present.
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2 1 ARTICLE. I.

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend fur-
ther than to removal from Office, and disqualifica-
tion to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or
Profit under the United States: but the Party con-
victed shall nevertheless be liable and subject to In-
dictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, accord-
ing to Law.

Section. 4. The Times, Places and Manner of holding
Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be
prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof;
but the Congress may at any time by Lawmake or al-
ter such Regulations, except as to the Places of chus-
ing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year,
and suchMeeting shall be on the firstMonday in De-
cember, unless they shall by Law appoint a different
Day.

Section. 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elec-
tions, Returns and Qualifications of its own Mem-
bers, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quo-
rum to do Business; but a smaller Number may ad-
journ from day to day, and may be authorized to
compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such
Manner, and under such Penalties as each House
may provide.

EachHousemay determine the Rules of its Proceedings,
punish its Members for disorderly Behaviour, and,
with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Mem-
ber.

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and
from time to time publish the same, excepting such
Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and
the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House
on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of
those Present, be entered on the Journal.

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall,
without the Consent of the other, adjourn for more
than three days, nor to any other Place than that in
which the two Houses shall be sitting.

Section. 6. The Senators and Representatives shall re-
ceive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascer-
tained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the
United States. They shall in all Cases, except Trea-
son, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged
from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session
of their respective Houses, and in going to and re-
turning from the same; and for any Speech or De-
bate in either House, they shall not be questioned in
any other Place.

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for
which he was elected, be appointed to any civil Of-
fice under the Authority of the United States, which
shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof
shall have been encreased during such time; and no
Person holding any Office under the United States,
shall be a Member of either House during his Con-
tinuance in Office.

Section. 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate
in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may
propose or concur with amendments as on other
Bills.

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate, shall, before it become
a law, be presented to the President of the United
States: If he approve he shall sign it, but if not he
shall return it, with his Objections to that House in
which it shall have originated, who shall enter the
Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed
to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two
thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it
shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the
other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsid-
ered, and if approved by two thirds of that House,
it shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the
Votes of both Houses shall be determined by Yeas
and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for
and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal
of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be
returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays
excepted) after it shall have been presented to him,
the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had
signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment
prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a
Law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Con-
currence of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives may be necessary (except on a question of Ad-
journment) shall be presented to the President of the
United States; and before the Same shall take Ef-
fect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved
by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives, according to the
Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a
Bill.

Section. 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay and
collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay
the Debts and provide for the common Defence and
general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties,
Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the
United States;

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;
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To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among
the several States, and with the Indian Tribes;

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uni-
form Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies through-
out the United States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of for-
eign Coin, and fix the Standard ofWeights andMea-
sures;

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Se-
curities and current Coin of the United States;

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by
securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors
the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and
Discoveries;

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed
on the high Seas, and Offences against the Law of
Nations;

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal,
and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and
Water;

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of
Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than
two Years;

To provide and maintain a Navy;

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of
the land and naval Forces;

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the
Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel
Invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the
Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may
be employed in the Service of the United States,
reserving to the States respectively, the Appoint-
ment of the Officers, and the Authority of training
the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by
Congress;

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatso-
ever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles
square) as may, by Cession of Particular States,
and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat
of the Government of the United States, and to
exercise like Authority over all Places purchased
by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in
which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts,
Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards and other needful
Buildings;—And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers
and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in
the Government of the United States, or in any De-
partment or Officer thereof.

Section. 9. The Migration or Importation of such Per-
sons as any of the States now existing shall think
proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the
Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hun-
dred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed
on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for
each Person.

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not
be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or
Invasion the public Safety may require it.

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless
in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein
before directed to be taken.

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from
any State.

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Com-
merce or Revenue to the Ports of one State over
those of another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or
from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear or pay Du-
ties in another.

NoMoney shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Con-
sequence of Appropriations made by Law; and a
regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and
Expenditures of all public Money shall be published
from time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United
States: And no Person holding anyOffice of Profit or
Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the
Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Of-
fice, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King,
Prince or foreign State.

Section. 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Al-
liance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque
and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit;
make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender
in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex
post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of
Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay
any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, ex-
cept what may be absolutely necessary for execut-
ing it’s inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all
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Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or
Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the
United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to
the Revision and Controul of the Congress.

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any
Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in
time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Com-
pact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or
engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such
imminent Danger as will not admit of delay.

2 Article. II.

Section. 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a
President of the United States of America. He shall
hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and,
together with the Vice President, chosen for the
same Term, be elected, as follows:

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Leg-
islature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors,
equal to the whole Number of Senators and Repre-
sentatives to which the State may be entitled in the
Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Per-
son holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the
United States, shall be appointed an Elector.

The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and
vote by Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at
least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State
with themselves. And they shall make a List of all
the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes
for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and
transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the
United States, directed to the President of the Sen-
ate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Pres-
ence of the Senate and House of Representatives,
open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then
be counted. The Person having the greatest Num-
ber of Votes shall be the President, if such Number
be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors ap-
pointed; and if there be more than one who have
such Majority, and have an equal Number of Votes,
then the House of Representatives shall immediately
chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if
no Person have a Majority, then from the five high-
est on the List the said House shall in like Manner
chuse the President. But in chusing the President,
the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representa-
tives from each State having one Vote; a quorum for
this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members
from two thirds of the States, and a Majority of all
the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every
Case, after the Choice of the President, the Person
having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors
shall be the Vice President. But if there should re-

main two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate
shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President.

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the
Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their
Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the
United States.

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen
of the United States, at the time of the Adoption
of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office
of President; neither shall any person be eligible to
that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of
thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident
within the United States.

In Case of the Removal of the President from Office,
or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability to dis-
charge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the
Same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the
Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Re-
moval, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the
President and Vice President, declaring what Offi-
cer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall
act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or
a President shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Ser-
vices, a Compensation, which shall neither be en-
creased nor diminished during the Period for which
he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive
within that Period any other Emolument from the
United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he
shall take the following Oath or Affirmation:—“I do
solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully ex-
ecute the Office of President of the United States,
and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect
and defend the Constitution of the United States.”

Section. 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief
of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of
the Militia of the several States, when called into the
actual Service of the United States; he may require
the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in
each of the executive Departments, upon any Sub-
ject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices,
and he shall have Power to Grant Reprieves and Par-
dons for Offences against the United States, except
in Cases of Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Con-
sent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two
thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall
nominate, and by and with the Advice and Con-
sent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other
publicMinisters and Consuls, Judges of the supreme
Court, and all other Officers of the United States,
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whose Appointments are not herein otherwise pro-
vided for, and which shall be established by Law:
but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment
of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in
the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the
Heads of Departments.

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies
that may happen during the Recess of the Senate, by
granting Commissions which shall expire at the End
of their next Session.

Section. 3. He shall from time to time give to the
Congress Information on the State of the Union, and
recommend to their Consideration suchMeasures as
he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on
extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or
either of them, and in Case of Disagreement be-
tween them, with Respect to the Time of Adjourn-
ment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he
shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and
other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the
Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission
all the Officers of the United States.

Section. 4. The President, Vice President and all Civil
Officers of the United States, shall be removed
from Office on Impeachment for and Conviction of,
Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misde-
meanors.

3 Article. III.

Section. 1. The judicial Power of theUnited States, shall
be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior
Courts as the Congress may from time to time or-
dain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme
and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during
good Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, receive
for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not
be diminished during their Continuance in Office.

Section. 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases,
in Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution,
the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made,
or which shall be made, under their Authority;—to
all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public min-
isters and Consuls;—to all Cases of admiralty and
maritime Jurisdiction;—to Controversies to which
the United States shall be a Party;—to Controversies
between two or more States;—between a State and
Citizens of another State;—between Citizens of dif-
ferent States;—between Citizens of the same State

claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and
between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign
States, Citizens or Subjects.

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Min-
isters and Consuls, and those in which a State shall
be Party, the supreme Court shall have original Ju-
risdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned,
the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction,
both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and
under such Regulations as the Congress shall make.

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeach-
ment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in
the State where the said Crimes shall have been com-
mitted; but when not committed within any State,
the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the
Congress may by Law have directed.

Section. 3. Treason against the United States, shall con-
sist only in levying War against them, or in adhering
to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No
Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the
Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act,
or on Confession in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punish-
ment of Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall
work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except dur-
ing the Life of the Person attainted.

4 Article. IV.
Section. 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each

State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial Pro-
ceedings of every other State. And the Congress
may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which
such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved,
and the Effect thereof.

Section. 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled
to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the
several States.

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony,
or other Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be
found in another State, shall on Demand of the ex-
ecutive Authority of the State from which he fled,
be delivered up, to be removed to the State having
Jurisdiction of the Crime.

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, un-
der the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in
Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be
discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall
be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such
Service or Labour may be due.
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Section. 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress
into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or
erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State;
nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or
more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent
of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well
as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make
all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the
Territory or other Property belonging to the United
States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so
construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United
States, or of any particular State.

Section. 4. The United States shall guarantee to every
State in this Union a Republican Form of Govern-
ment, and shall protect each of them against Inva-
sion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of
the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be con-
vened) against domestic Violence.

5 Article. V.
The Congress, whenever two thirds of both
Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose
Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the
Application of the Legislatures of two thirds
of the several States, shall call a Convention
for proposing Amendments, which, in either
Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes,
as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by
the Legislatures of three fourths of the sev-
eral States, or by Conventions in three fourths
thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratifi-
cation may be proposed by the Congress; Pro-
vided that no Amendment which may be made
prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred
and eight shall in any Manner affect the first
and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the
first Article; and that no State, without its Con-
sent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in
the Senate.

6 Article. VI.
All Debts contracted and Engagements entered
into, before the Adoption of this Constitution,
shall be as valid against the United States under
this Constitution, as under the Confederation.
This Constitution, and the Laws of the United
States which shall be made in Pursuance
thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall

be made, under the Authority of the United
States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land;
and the Judges in every State shall be bound
thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws
of any state to the Contrary notwithstanding.
The Senators and Representatives before men-
tioned, and the Members of the several State
Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Of-
ficers, both of the United States and of the sev-
eral States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirma-
tion, to support this Constitution; but no reli-
gious Test shall ever be required as a Qualifi-
cation to any Office or public Trust under the
United States.

7 Article. VII.
The Ratification of the Conventions of nine
States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment
of this Constitution between the States so rati-
fying the same.

This work is in the public domain in the United States
because it is a work of the United States federal govern-
ment (see 17 U.S.C. 105).
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Additional amendments to the United States
Constitution

1 Amendment XI

(Ratified February 7, 1795)

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be con-
strued to extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced
or prosecuted against one of the United States by Citi-
zens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any
Foreign State.

2 Amendment XII

(Ratified June 15, 1804)

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote
by ballot for President and Vice-President, one of whom,
at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with
themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person
voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the per-
son voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make dis-
tinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all
persons voted for as Vice-President and of the number
of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify,
and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the
United States, directed to the President of the Senate;
The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the
Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certifi-
cates and the votes shall then be counted.
The person having the greatest Number of votes for Pres-
ident, shall be the President, if such number be a major-
ity of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no
person have such majority, then from the persons hav-
ing the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list
of those voted for as President, the House of Represen-
tatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President.
But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken
by states, the representation from each state having one
vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member
or members from two-thirds of the states, and a major-
ity of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if
the House of Representatives shall not choose a President
whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them,
before the fourth day of March next following, then the
Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of the
death or other constitutional disability of the President.
The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-

President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be
a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed,
and if no person have a majority, then from the two high-
est numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-
President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-
thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a major-
ity of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice.
But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of
President shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the
United States.

3 Amendment XIII

(Ratified December 6, 1865)

3.1 Section 1

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been
duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any
place subject to their jurisdiction.

3.2 Section 2

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by ap-
propriate legislation.

4 Amendment XIV

(Ratified July 9, 1868)

4.1 Section 1

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the
United States and of the State wherein they reside. No
State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge
the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United
States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, lib-
erty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to
any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of
the laws.

1



2 8 AMENDMENT XVIII

4.2 Section 2

Representatives shall be apportioned among the several
States according to their respective numbers counting the
whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians
not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for
the choice of electors for President and Vice-President of
the United States, Representatives in Congress, the Exec-
utive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of
the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male in-
habitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age,
and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged,
except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the
basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the pro-
portion which the number of such male citizens shall bear
to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of
age in such State.

4.3 Section 3

No person shall be a Senator or Representative in
Congress, or elector of President and Vice-President, or
hold any office, civil or military, under the United States,
or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath,
as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United
States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an
executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the
Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in
insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or
comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a
vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability.

4.4 Section 4

The validity of the public debt of the United States, au-
thorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of
pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insur-
rection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither
the United States nor any State shall assume or pay any
debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or re-
bellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss
or emancipation of any slave. But all such debts, obliga-
tions and claims shall be held illegal and void.

4.5 Section 5

The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate
legislation, the provisions of this article.

5 Amendment XV

(Ratified February 3, 1870)

5.1 Section 1

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall
not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any
State on account of race, color, or previous condition of
servitude.

5.2 Section 2

The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation.

6 Amendment XVI

(Ratified February 3, 1913)

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on
incomes, from whatever source derived, without appor-
tionment among the several States, and without regard to
any census or enumeration.

7 Amendment XVII

(Ratified April 8, 1913)

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two
Senators from each State, elected by the people thereof,
for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The
electors in each State shall have the qualifications requi-
site for electors of the most numerous branch of the State
legislatures.
When vacancies happen in the representation of any State
in the Senate, the executive authority of such State shall
issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided,
That the legislature of any State may empower the exec-
utive thereof to make temporary appointments until the
people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may
direct.
This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the
election or term of any Senator chosen before it becomes
valid as part of the Constitution.

8 Amendment XVIII

(Ratified January 16, 1919. Repealed December 5, 1933
with the Ratification of Amendment XXI)

8.1 Section 1

After one year from the ratification of this article
the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating
liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the ex-
portation thereof from the United States and all territory
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subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes
is hereby prohibited.

8.2 Section 2

The Congress and all of the several States shall have con-
current power to enforce this article by appropriate legis-
lation.

8.3 Section 3

This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legis-
latures of the several States, as provided in the Constitu-
tion, within seven years from the date of the submission
hereof to the States by the Congress.

9 Amendment XIX

(Ratified August 18, 1920)

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State
on account of sex.
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by ap-
propriate legislation.

10 Amendment XX

(Ratified January 23, 1933)

10.1 Section 1

The terms of the President and Vice President shall end
at noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Sen-
ators and Representatives at noon on the 3d day of Jan-
uary, of the years in which such terms would have ended
if this article had not been ratified; and the terms of their
successors shall then begin.

10.2 Section 2

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year,
and such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3d day of
January, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.

10.3 Section 3

If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the
President, the President elect shall have died, the Vice
President elect shall become President. If a President

shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the
beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have
failed to qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as
President until a President shall have qualified; and the
Congress may by law provide for the case wherein nei-
ther a President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have
qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the
manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and
such person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice
President shall have qualified.

10.4 Section 4

TheCongressmay by law provide for the case of the death
of any of the persons from whom the House of Repre-
sentatives may choose a President whenever the right of
choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case
of the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate
may choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice
shall have devolved upon them.

10.5 Section 5

Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of Oc-
tober following the ratification of this article.

10.6 Section 6

This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legis-
latures of three-fourths of the several States within seven
years from the date of its submission.

11 Amendment XXI

(Ratified December 5, 1933)

11.1 Section 1

The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution
of the United States is hereby repealed.

11.2 Section 2

The transportation or importation into any State, Terri-
tory, or possession of the United States for delivery or
use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws
thereof, is hereby prohibited.
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4 15 AMENDMENT XXV

11.3 Section 3

The article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by conven-
tions in the several States, as provided in the Constitution,
within seven years from the date of the submission hereof
to the States by the Congress.

12 Amendment XXII

(Ratified February 27, 1951)

12.1 Section 1

No person shall be elected to the office of the President
more than twice, and no person who has held the office of
President, or acted as President, for more than two years
of a term to which some other person was elected Pres-
ident shall be elected to the office of the President more
than once. But this Article shall not apply to any person
holding the office of President, when this Article was pro-
posed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any person
who may be holding the office of President, or acting as
President, during the term within which this Article be-
comes operative from holding the office of President or
acting as President during the remainder of such term.

12.2 Section 2

This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legis-
latures of three-fourths of the several States within seven
years from the date of its submission to the States by the
Congress.

13 Amendment XXIII

(Ratified March 29, 1961)

13.1 Section 1

The District constituting the seat of Government of
the United States shall appoint in such manner as the
Congress may direct: A number of electors of President
and Vice President equal to the whole number of Sena-
tors and Representatives in Congress to which the District
would be entitled if it were a State, but in no event more
than the least populous State; they shall be in addition to
those appointed by the States, but they shall be consid-
ered, for the purposes of the election of President and
Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State; and
they shall meet in the District and perform such duties as
provided by the twelfth article of amendment.

13.2 Section 2

The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation.

14 Amendment XXIV

(Ratified January 23, 1964)

14.1 Section 1

The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any
primary or other election for President or Vice President,
for electors for President or Vice President, or for Sena-
tor or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or any State by reason of
failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

14.2 Section 2

The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation.

15 Amendment XXV

(Ratified February 10, 1967)

15.1 Section 1

In case of the removal of the President from office or of
his death or resignation, the Vice President shall become
President.

15.2 Section 2

Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice Pres-
ident, the President shall nominate a Vice President who
shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of
both Houses of Congress.

15.3 Section 3

Whenever the President transmits to the President pro
tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives his written declaration that he is unable
to discharge the powers and duties of his office, and until
he transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary,
such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice
President as Acting President.
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15.4 Section 4

Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the
principal officers of the executive departments or of such
other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit to
the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Representatives their written declaration
that the President is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office, the Vice President shall immediately
assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting Pres-
ident.
Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President
pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives his written declaration that no inabil-
ity exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of his
office unless the Vice President and a majority of either
the principal officers of the executive department or of
such other body as Congress may by law provide, trans-
mit within four days to the President pro tempore of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
their written declaration that the President is unable to
discharge the powers and duties of his office. There-
upon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within
forty eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If
the Congress, within twenty one days after receipt of the
latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not in ses-
sion, within twenty one days after Congress is required to
assemble, determines by two thirds vote of both Houses
that the President is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue to
discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise, the
President shall resume the powers and duties of his of-
fice.

16 Amendment XXVI

(Ratified July 1, 1971)

The right of citizens of the United States, who are eigh-
teen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any State on account
of age. Congress shall have the power to enforce this law
through appropriate legislation.

17 Amendment XXVII

(Ratified May 5, 1992)

No law, varying the compensation for the services of the
Senators and Representatives, shall take effect, until an
election of Representatives shall have intervened.

18 Notes
[1] These Amendments may be read at the US National

Archives Website.

[2] These Amendments may be read at the US National
Archives Website.
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Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union

For other versions of this work, see Articles of Confed-
eration (US Congress).

The first page of the Articles of Confederation

1 Preamble

To all to whom these Presents shall come, we the under-
signed Delegates of the States affixed to our Names send
greeting. Whereas the Delegates of the United States
of America in Congress assembled did on the fifteenth
day of November in the Year of our Lord One Thou-
sand Seven Hundred and Seventy Seven, and in the Sec-
ond Year of the Independence of America agree to cer-
tain articles of Confederation and perpetual Union be-
tween the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts bay,
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary-

land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Geor-
gia in the Words following, viz. “Articles of Confed-
eration and perpetual Union between the States of New
Hampshire, Massachusetts bay, Rhode Island and Provi-
dence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Car-
olina, South Carolina and Georgia.

2 Article 1

Article I. The Stile of this Confederacy shall be “The
United States of America.”

3 Article 2

Article II. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and
independence, and every power, jurisdiction, and right,
which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated to
the United States, in Congress assembled.

4 Article 3

Article III. The said States hereby severally enter into a
firm league of friendship with each other, for their com-
mon defense, the security of their liberties, and their mu-
tual and general welfare, binding themselves to assist each
other, against all force offered to, or attacks made upon
them, or any of them, on account of religion, sovereignty,
trade, or any other pretense whatever.

5 Article 4

Article IV. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual
friendship and intercourse among the people of the dif-
ferent States in this Union, the free inhabitants of each of
these States, paupers, vagabonds, and fugitives from jus-
tice excepted, shall be entitled to all privileges and immu-
nities of free citizens in the several States; and the people
of each State shall have free ingress and regress to and
from any other State, and shall enjoy therein all the privi-
leges of trade and commerce, subject to the same duties,
impositions, and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof re-
spectively, provided that such restrictions shall not extend
so far as to prevent the removal of property imported into

1
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2 8 ARTICLE 7

any State, to any other State, of which the owner is an
inhabitant; provided also that no imposition, duties or re-
striction shall be laid by any State, on the property of the
United States, or either of them.
If any person guilty of, or charged with, treason, felony,
or other high misdemeanor in any State, shall flee from
justice, and be found in any of the United States, he shall,
upon demand of the Governor or executive power of the
State from which he fled, be delivered up and removed to
the State having jurisdiction of his offense.
Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these States
to the records, acts, and judicial proceedings of the courts
and magistrates of every other State.

6 Article 5

Article V. For the most convenient management of the
general interests of the United States, delegates shall be
annually appointed in such manner as the legislatures of
each State shall direct, to meet in Congress on the first
Monday in November, in every year, with a power re-
served to each State to recall its delegates, or any of them,
at any time within the year, and to send others in their
stead for the remainder of the year.
No State shall be represented in Congress by less than
two, nor more than seven members; and no person shall
be capable of being a delegate for more than three years
in any term of six years; nor shall any person, being a del-
egate, be capable of holding any office under the United
States, for which he, or another for his benefit, receives
any salary, fees or emolument of any kind.
Each State shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting
of the States, and while they act as members of the com-
mittee of the States.
In determining questions in the United States in Congress
assembled, each State shall have one vote.
Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be
impeached or questioned in any court or place out of
Congress, and the members of Congress shall be pro-
tected in their persons from arrests or imprisonments,
during the time of their going to and from, and attendance
on Congress, except for treason, felony, or breach of the
peace.

7 Article 6

Article VI. No State, without the consent of the United
States in Congress assembled, shall send any embassy to,
or receive any embassy from, or enter into any confer-
ence, agreement, alliance or treaty with any King, Prince
or State; nor shall any person holding any office of profit
or trust under the United States, or any of them, accept
any present, emolument, office or title of any kind what-

ever from any King, Prince or foreign State; nor shall
the United States in Congress assembled, or any of them,
grant any title of nobility.
No two or more States shall enter into any treaty, confed-
eration or alliance whatever between them, without the
consent of the United States in Congress assembled, spec-
ifying accurately the purposes for which the same is to be
entered into, and how long it shall continue.
No State shall lay any imposts or duties, which may in-
terfere with any stipulations in treaties, entered into by
the United States in Congress assembled, with any King,
Prince or State, in pursuance of any treaties already pro-
posed by Congress, to the courts of France and Spain.
No vessel of war shall be kept up in time of peace by
any State, except such number only, as shall be deemed
necessary by the United States in Congress assembled,
for the defense of such State, or its trade; nor shall any
body of forces be kept up by any State in time of peace,
except such number only, as in the judgement of the
United States in Congress assembled, shall be deemed
requisite to garrison the forts necessary for the defense
of such State; but every State shall always keep up a well-
regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed and
accoutered, and shall provide and constantly have ready
for use, in public stores, a due number of field pieces
and tents, and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition and
camp equipage.
No State shall engage in any war without the consent
of the United States in Congress assembled, unless such
State be actually invaded by enemies, or shall have re-
ceived certain advice of a resolution being formed by
some nation of Indians to invade such State, and the dan-
ger is so imminent as not to admit of a delay till the United
States in Congress assembled can be consulted; nor shall
any State grant commissions to any ships or vessels of
war, nor letters of marque or reprisal, except it be after
a declaration of war by the United States in Congress as-
sembled, and then only against the Kingdom or State and
the subjects thereof, against which war has been so de-
clared, and under such regulations as shall be established
by the United States in Congress assembled, unless such
State be infested by pirates, in which case vessels of war
may be fitted out for that occasion, and kept so long as
the danger shall continue, or until the United States in
Congress assembled shall determine otherwise.

8 Article 7

Article VII. When land forces are raised by any State for
the common defense, all officers of or under the rank of
colonel, shall be appointed by the legislature of each State
respectively, by whom such forces shall be raised, or in
such manner as such State shall direct, and all vacancies
shall be filled up by the State which first made the ap-
pointment.
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9 Article 8

Article VIII. All charges of war, and all other expenses
that shall be incurred for the common defense or gen-
eral welfare, and allowed by the United States in Congress
assembled, shall be defrayed out of a common treasury,
which shall be supplied by the several States in propor-
tion to the value of all land within each State, granted or
surveyed for any person, as such land and the buildings
and improvements thereon shall be estimated according
to such mode as the United States in Congress assembled,
shall from time to time direct and appoint.
The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and
levied by the authority and direction of the legislatures
of the several States within the time agreed upon by the
United States in Congress assembled.

10 Article 9

Article IX. The United States in Congress assembled,
shall have the sole and exclusive right and power of deter-
mining on peace and war, except in the cases mentioned
in the sixth article -- of sending and receiving ambas-
sadors -- entering into treaties and alliances, provided that
no treaty of commerce shall be made whereby the legisla-
tive power of the respective States shall be restrained from
imposing such imposts and duties on foreigners, as their
own people are subjected to, or from prohibiting the ex-
portation or importation of any species of goods or com-
modities whatsoever -- of establishing rules for deciding
in all cases, what captures on land or water shall be legal,
and in what manner prizes taken by land or naval forces
in the service of the United States shall be divided or ap-
propriated -- of granting letters of marque and reprisal in
times of peace -- appointing courts for the trial of piracies
and felonies committed on the high seas and establishing
courts for receiving and determining finally appeals in all
cases of captures, provided that no member of Congress
shall be appointed a judge of any of the said courts.
The United States in Congress assembled shall also be
the last resort on appeal in all disputes and differences
now subsisting or that hereafter may arise between two
or more States concerning boundary, jurisdiction or any
other causes whatever; which authority shall always be ex-
ercised in the manner following. Whenever the legislative
or executive authority or lawful agent of any State in con-
troversy with another shall present a petition to Congress
stating the matter in question and praying for a hearing,
notice thereof shall be given by order of Congress to the
legislative or executive authority of the other State in con-
troversy, and a day assigned for the appearance of the
parties by their lawful agents, who shall then be directed
to appoint by joint consent, commissioners or judges to
constitute a court for hearing and determining the mat-
ter in question: but if they cannot agree, Congress shall

name three persons out of each of the United States, and
from the list of such persons each party shall alternately
strike out one, the petitioners beginning, until the number
shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not less
than seven, nor more than nine names as Congress shall
direct, shall in the presence of Congress be drawn out
by lot, and the persons whose names shall be so drawn
or any five of them, shall be commissioners or judges,
to hear and finally determine the controversy, so always
as a major part of the judges who shall hear the cause
shall agree in the determination: and if either party shall
neglect to attend at the day appointed, without showing
reasons, which Congress shall judge sufficient, or being
present shall refuse to strike, the Congress shall proceed
to nominate three persons out of each State, and the sec-
retary of Congress shall strike in behalf of such party ab-
sent or refusing; and the judgement and sentence of the
court to be appointed, in the manner before prescribed,
shall be final and conclusive; and if any of the parties
shall refuse to submit to the authority of such court, or
to appear or defend their claim or cause, the court shall
nevertheless proceed to pronounce sentence, or judge-
ment, which shall in like manner be final and decisive,
the judgement or sentence and other proceedings being
in either case transmitted to Congress, and lodged among
the acts of Congress for the security of the parties con-
cerned: provided that every commissioner, before he sits
in judgement, shall take an oath to be administered by
one of the judges of the supreme or superior court of
the State, where the cause shall be tried, 'well and truly
to hear and determine the matter in question, according
to the best of his judgement, without favor, affection or
hope of reward': provided also, that no State shall be de-
prived of territory for the benefit of the United States.
All controversies concerning the private right of soil
claimed under different grants of two or more States,
whose jurisdictions as they may respect such lands, and
the States which passed such grants are adjusted, the said
grants or either of them being at the same time claimed to
have originated antecedent to such settlement of jurisdic-
tion, shall on the petition of either party to the Congress
of the United States, be finally determined as near as may
be in the samemanner as is before prescribed for deciding
disputes respecting territorial jurisdiction between differ-
ent States.
The United States in Congress assembled shall also have
the sole and exclusive right and power of regulating the
alloy and value of coin struck by their own authority, or
by that of the respective States -- fixing the standards of
weights and measures throughout the United States -- reg-
ulating the trade and managing all affairs with the Indi-
ans, not members of any of the States, provided that the
legislative right of any State within its own limits be not
infringed or violated -- establishing or regulating post of-
fices from one State to another, throughout all the United
States, and exacting such postage on the papers passing
through the same as may be requisite to defray the ex-
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penses of the said office -- appointing all officers of the
land forces, in the service of the United States, except-
ing regimental officers -- appointing all the officers of
the naval forces, and commissioning all officers whatever
in the service of the United States -- making rules for
the government and regulation of the said land and naval
forces, and directing their operations.
The United States in Congress assembled shall have
authority to appoint a committee, to sit in the recess
of Congress, to be denominated 'A Committee of the
States’, and to consist of one delegate from each State;
and to appoint such other committees and civil officers
as may be necessary for managing the general affairs of
the United States under their direction -- to appoint one
of their members to preside, provided that no person be
allowed to serve in the office of president more than one
year in any term of three years; to ascertain the neces-
sary sums of money to be raised for the service of the
United States, and to appropriate and apply the same for
defraying the public expenses -- to borrowmoney, or emit
bills on the credit of the United States, transmitting every
half-year to the respective States an account of the sums
of money so borrowed or emitted -- to build and equip a
navy -- to agree upon the number of land forces, and to
make requisitions from each State for its quota, in pro-
portion to the number of white inhabitants in such State;
which requisition shall be binding, and thereupon the leg-
islature of each State shall appoint the regimental officers,
raise the men and cloath, arm and equip them in a solid-
like manner, at the expense of the United States; and the
officers and men so cloathed, armed and equipped shall
march to the place appointed, and within the time agreed
on by the United States in Congress assembled. But if
the United States in Congress assembled shall, on con-
sideration of circumstances judge proper that any State
should not raise men, or should raise a smaller number
of men than the quota thereof, such extra number shall
be raised, officered, cloathed, armed and equipped in the
same manner as the quota of each State, unless the leg-
islature of such State shall judge that such extra number
cannot be safely spread out in the same, in which case they
shall raise, officer, cloath, arm and equip as many of such
extra number as they judge can be safely spared. And the
officers and men so cloathed, armed, and equipped, shall
march to the place appointed, and within the time agreed
on by the United States in Congress assembled.
The United States in Congress assembled shall never en-
gage in a war, nor grant letters of marque or reprisal in
time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or alliances, nor
coin money, nor regulate the value thereof, nor ascertain
the sums and expenses necessary for the defense and wel-
fare of the United States, or any of them, nor emit bills,
nor borrow money on the credit of the United States, nor
appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of ves-
sels of war, to be built or purchased, or the number of
land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander
in chief of the army or navy, unless nine States assent to

the same: nor shall a question on any other point, except
for adjourning from day to day be determined, unless by
the votes of the majority of the United States in Congress
assembled.
The Congress of the United States shall have power to ad-
journ to any time within the year, and to any place within
the United States, so that no period of adjournment be for
a longer duration than the space of six months, and shall
publish the journal of their proceedings monthly, except
such parts thereof relating to treaties, alliances or military
operations, as in their judgement require secrecy; and the
yeas and nays of the delegates of each State on any ques-
tion shall be entered on the journal, when it is desired by
any delegates of a State, or any of them, at his or their
request shall be furnished with a transcript of the said
journal, except such parts as are above excepted, to lay
before the legislatures of the several States.

11 Article 10

Article X. The Committee of the States, or any nine of
them, shall be authorized to execute, in the recess of
Congress, such of the powers of Congress as the United
States in Congress assembled, by the consent of the nine
States, shall from time to time think expedient to vest
them with; provided that no power be delegated to the
said Committee, for the exercise of which, by the Articles
of Confederation, the voice of nine States in the Congress
of the United States assembled be requisite.

12 Article 11

Article XI. Canada acceding to this confederation, and
adjoining in the measures of the United States, shall be
admitted into, and entitled to all the advantages of this
Union; but no other colony shall be admitted into the
same, unless such admission be agreed to by nine States.

13 Article 12

Article XII. All bills of credit emitted, monies bor-
rowed, and debts contracted by, or under the authority of
Congress, before the assembling of the United States, in
pursuance of the present confederation, shall be deemed
and considered as a charge against the United States, for
payment and satisfaction whereof the said United States,
and the public faith are hereby solemnly pledged.

14 Article 13

Article XIII. Every State shall abide by the determina-
tion of the United States in Congress assembled, on all



5

questions which by this confederation are submitted to
them. And the Articles of this Confederation shall be in-
violably observed by every State, and the Union shall be
perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time hereafter
be made in any of them; unless such alteration be agreed
to in a Congress of the United States, and be afterwards
confirmed by the legislatures of every State.
And Whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor of the
World to incline the hearts of the legislatures we respec-
tively represent in Congress, to approve of, and to autho-
rize us to ratify the said Articles of Confederation and
perpetual Union. Know Ye that we the undersigned del-
egates, by virtue of the power and authority to us given
for that purpose, do by these presents, in the name and
in behalf of our respective constituents, fully and entirely
ratify and confirm each and every of the said Articles of
Confederation and perpetual Union, and all and singular
the matters and things therein contained: And we do fur-
ther solemnly plight and engage the faith of our respective
constituents, that they shall abide by the determinations
of the United States in Congress assembled, on all ques-
tions, which by the said Confederation are submitted to
them. And that the Articles thereof shall be inviolably
observed by the States we respectively represent, and that
the Union shall be perpetual.

15 Signatures

In Witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands in
Congress. Done at Philadelphia in the State of Pennsyl-
vania the ninth day of July in the Year of our Lord One
Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy-Eight, and in the
Third Year of the independence of America.
On the part and behalf of the State of New Hampshire:

• Josiah Bartlett

• John Wentworth Junr.

August 8th 1778
On the part and behalf of The State ofMassachusetts Bay:

• John Hancock

• Francis Dana

• Samuel Adams

• James Lovell

• Elbridge Gerry

• Samuel Holten

On the part and behalf of the State of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations:

• William Ellery

• John Collins

• Henry Marchant

On the part and behalf of the State of Connecticut:

• Roger Sherman

• Titus Hosmer

• Samuel Huntington

• Andrew Adams

• Oliver Wolcott

On the Part and Behalf of the State of New York:

• James Duane

• Wm Duer

• Francis Lewis

• Gouv Morris

On the Part and in Behalf of the State of New Jersey,
November 26, 1778.

• John Witherspoon

• Nathaniel Scudder

On the part and behalf of the State of Pennsylvania:

• Robt Morris

• William Clingan

• Daniel Roberdeau

• Joseph Reed

• John Bayard Smith

22nd July 1778
On the part and behalf of the State of Delaware:

• Tho Mckean February 12, 1779

• John Dickinson May 5th,1779

• Nicholas Van Dyke

On the part and behalf of the State of Maryland:

• John Hanson March 1 1781

• Daniel Carroll Do
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On the Part and Behalf of the State of Virginia:

• Richard Henry Lee

• John Harvie

• John Banister

• Francis Lightfoot Lee

• Thomas Adams

On the part and Behalf of the State of North Carolina:

• John Penn July 21st,1778

• Corns Harnett

• John Williams

On the part and behalf of the State of South Carolina:

• Henry Laurens

• Richd Hutson

• William Henry Drayton

• Thos Heyward Junr

• John Mathews

On the part and behalf of the State of Georgia:

• John Walton 24th July 1778

• Edwd Telfair

• Edwd Langworthy
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Gettysburg Address (Lincoln Memorial)

FOUR SCORE AND SEVEN YEARS AGO OUR FA-
THERS BROUGHT FORTH ON THIS CONTINENT
A NEW NATION CONCEIVED IN LIBERTY AND
DEDICATED TO THE PROPOSITION THAT ALL
MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL •
NOWWEAREENGAGED INAGREATCIVILWAR
TESTINGWHETHER THAT NATION OR ANY NA-
TION SO CONCEIVED AND SO DEDICATED CAN
LONG ENDURE • WE ARE MET ON A GREAT
BATTLEFIELD OF THAT WAR • WE HAVE COME
TO DEDICATE A PORTION OF THAT FIELD AS
A FINAL RESTING PLACE FOR THOSE WHO
HERE GAVE THEIR LIVES THAT THAT NATION
MIGHT LIVE • IT IS ALTOGETHER FITTING AND
PROPER THAT WE SHOULD DO THIS • BUT IN
A LARGER SENSE WE CAN NOT DEDICATE~WE
CAN NOT CONSECRATE~WE CAN NOT HAL-
LOW~THIS GROUND • THE BRAVE MEN LIVING
ANDDEADWHO STRUGGLEDHERE HAVE CON-
SECRATED IT FAR ABOVE OUR POOR POWER
TO ADD OR DETRACT • THE WORLD WILL LIT-
TLE NOTE NOR LONG REMEMBER WHAT WE
SAY HERE BUT IT CAN NEVER FORGET WHAT
THEY DID HERE • IT IS FOR US THE LIVING
RATHER TO BE DEDICATED HERE TO THE UN-
FINISHED WORK WHICH THEY WHO FOUGHT
HERE HAVE THUS FAR SO NOBLY ADVANCED •
IT IS RATHER FOR US TO BE HERE DEDICATED
TO THE GREAT TASK REMAINING BEFORE
US~THAT FROM THESE HONORED DEAD WE
TAKE INCREASED DEVOTION TO THAT CAUSE
FOR WHICH THEY GAVE THE LAST FULL MEA-
SURE OF DEVOTION~THAT WE HERE HIGHLY
RESOLVE THAT THESE DEAD SHALL NOT HAVE
DIED IN VAIN~THAT THIS NATION UNDER GOD
SHALL HAVE A NEW BIRTH OF FREEDOM~AND
THAT GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE BY THE
PEOPLE FOR THE PEOPLE SHALL NOT PERISH
FROM THE EARTH •

This work is in the public domain in the United States
because it was published before January 1, 1923. It
may be copyrighted outside the U.S. (see Help:Public do-
main).
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Naturalization Act of 1870

Forty-first Congress of the United States of America

At the Second Session

AN ACT

To amend the Naturalization Laws and to punish Crimes
against the same, and for other Purposes.

16 Stat. 254-256,
H.R. 2201
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The Emancipation Proclamation

Versions of The Emancipation Proclamation include:

1 Proclamation 93

By the President of the United States of America.
A PROCLAMATION.
I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States of
America, and Commander-in-Chief of the Army and
Navy thereof, do hereby proclaim and declare that here-
after, as heretofore, the war will be prosecuted for the
object of practically restoring the constitutional relation
between the United States, and each of the States, and the
people thereof, in which States that relation is, or may be,
suspended or disturbed.
That it is my purpose, upon the next meeting of Congress
to again recommend the adoption of a practical measure
tendering pecuniary aid to the free acceptance or rejec-
tion of all slave States, so called, the people whereof may
not then be in rebellion against the United States and
which States may then have voluntarily adopted, or there-
after may voluntarily adopt, immediate or gradual abol-
ishment of slavery within their respective limits; and that
the effort to colonize persons of African descent, with
their consent, upon this continent, or elsewhere, with the
previously obtained consent of the Governments existing
there, will be continued.
That on the first day of January in the year of our Lord,
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons
held as slaves within any State, or designated part of a
State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against
the United States shall be then, thenceforward, and for-
ever free; and the executive government of the United
States, including the military and naval authority thereof,
will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons,
and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any
of them, in any efforts they may make for their actual
freedom.
That the executive will, on the first day of January afore-
said, by proclamation, designate the States, and part of
States, if any, in which the people thereof respectively,
shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and
the fact that any State, or the people thereof shall, on that
day be, in good faith represented in the Congress of the
United States, by members chosen thereto, at elections
wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such State
shall have participated, shall, in the absence of strong

countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence
that such State and the people thereof, are not then in re-
bellion against the United States.
That attention is hereby called to an Act of Congress en-
titled ‘‘An Act to make an additional Article of War’’ ap-
provedMarch 13, 1862, and which act is in the words and
figure following:
Also to the ninth and tenth sections of an act entitled ‘‘An
Act to suppress Insurrection, to punish Treason and Re-
bellion, to seize and confiscate property of rebels, and for
other purposes,’’ approved July 17, 1862, and which sec-
tions are:
And I do hereby enjoin upon and order all persons en-
gaged in the military and naval service of the United
States to observe, obey, and enforce, within their respec-
tive spheres of service, the act, and sections above recited.
And the executive will in due time recommend that all cit-
izens of the United States who shall have remained loyal
thereto throughout the rebellion, shall (upon the restora-
tion of the constitutional relation between the United
States, and their respective States, and people, if that rela-
tion shall have been suspended or disturbed) be compen-
sated for all losses by acts of the United States, including
the loss of slaves.
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and
caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington
this twenty-second day of September, in the year of our
Lord, one thousand, eight hundred and sixty-two, and of
the Independence of the United States the eighty seventh.

[Abraham Lincoln]
By the President:
William H. Seward,
Secretary of State.

Language set within brackets or crossed out in the
below reflects the changes added to or deleted from
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2 2 PROCLAMATION 95

made by Secretary of State Seward in the
Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation (1862).

By the President of the United States of America.
A PROCLAMATION.

I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States of
America, and Commander-in-Chief of the Army and
Navy thereof, do hereby proclaim and declare that here-
after, as heretofore, the war will be prosecuted for the
object of practically restoring the constitutional relation
between the United States, and each of the states, and the
people thereof, in which states that relation is, or may be
suspended, or disturbed.
That it is my purpose, upon the next meeting of Congress
to again recommend the adoption of a practical measure
tendering pecuniary aid to the free acceptance or rejec-
tion of all slave-states, so called, the people whereof may
not then be in rebellion against the United States, and
which states [and] may then have voluntarily adopted,
or thereafter may voluntarily adopt, immediate, or grad-
ual abolishment of slavery within their respective limits;
and that the effort to colonize persons of African descent
[with their consent] upon this continent, or elsewhere,
[with the previously obtained consent of the governments
existing there,] will be continued.
That on the first day of January in the year of our Lord,
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons
held as slaves within any state, or designated part of a
state, the people whereof shall than be in rebellion against
the United States; shall be then, thenceforward, and for-
ever free; and the executive government of the United
States [including the military and naval authority thereof]
will, during the continuance in office of the present in-
cumbents, recognize [and maintain the freedom of] such
persons, as being free, and will do no act or acts to re-
press such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they
may make for their actual freedom.
That the executive will, on the first day of January afore-
said, by proclamation, designate the States, and parts of
states, if any, in which the people thereof respectively,
shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and
the fact that any state, or the people thereof shall, on that
day be, in good faith represented in the Congress of the
United States, by members chosen thereto, at elections
wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such state
shall have participated, shall, in the absence of strong
countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence
that such state, and the people thereof, are not then in re-
bellion against the United States.
That attention is hereby called to an Act of Congress en-
titled ‘‘An Act to make an additional Article of War’’ ap-
provedMarch 13, 1862, and which act is in the words and
figure following:
Also to the ninth and tenth sections of an act entitled ‘‘An
Act to suppress Insurrection, to punish Treason and Re-

bellion, to seize and confiscate property of rebels, and for
other purposes,’’ approved July 17, 1862, and which sec-
tions are:
And I do hereby enjoin upon and order all persons en-
gaged in the military and naval service of the United
States to observe, obey, and enforce, within their respec-
tive spheres of service, the act and sections above recited.
And the executive will [in due time] [at the next session
of Congress] recommend that all citizens of the United
States who shall have remained loyal thereto throughout
the rebellion, shall (upon the restoration of the constitu-
tional relation between the United States, and their re-
spective states, and people, if that relation shall have been
suspended or disturbed) be compensated for all losses by
acts of the United States, including the loss of slaves.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto
set my hand and caused the seal of
the United States to be affixed.

[L. S.]

Done at the City of Washington,
this twenty second day of Septem-
ber, in the year of our Lord, one
thousand, eight hundred and sixty
two, and sixty two, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States the
eighty seventh.

Abraham Lincoln
By the President:
William H. Seward,
Secretary of State.

2 Proclamation 95

By the President of the United States of America:
A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-
two, a proclamation was issued by the President of the
United States, containing, among other things, the fol-
lowing, to wit:
‘‘That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons
held as slaves within any State or designated part of a
State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against
the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and for-
ever free; and the Executive Government of the United
States, including the military and naval authority thereof,

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Index:Preliminary_Emancipation_Proclamation_(22_September_1862_draft).djvu
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will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons,
and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any
of them, in any efforts they may make for their actual
freedom.
‘‘That the Executive will, on the first day of January
aforesaid, by proclamation, designate the States and
parts of States, if any, in which the people thereof,
respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United
States; and the fact that any State, or the people thereof,
shall on that day be, in good faith, represented in the
Congress of the United States by members chosen
thereto at elections wherein a majority of the qualified
voters of such State shall have participated, shall, in the
absence of strong countervailing testimony, be deemed
conclusive evidence that such State, and the people
thereof, are not then in rebellion against the United
States.’’

Now, Therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the
United States, by virtue of the power in me vested as
Commander-in-Chief, of the Army and Navy of the
United States in time of actual armed rebellion against
the authority and government of the United States, and as
a fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said re-
bellion, do, on this first day of January, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and in
accordance with my purpose so to do publicly proclaimed
for the full period of one hundred days, from the day first
above mentioned, order and designate as the States and
parts of States wherein the people thereof respectively,
are this day in rebellion against the United States, the fol-
lowing, to wit:
Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana (except the parishes of
St. Bernard, Plaquemines, Jefferson, St. John, St.
Charles, St. James, Ascension, Assumption, Terrebone,
Lafourche, St. Mary, St. Martin, and Orleans, includ-
ing the city of New Orleans), Mississippi, Alabama,
Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and
Virginia (except the forty-eight counties designated
as West Virginia, and also the counties of Berkeley,
Accomac, Northhampton, Elizabeth City, York, Princess
Anne, and Norfolk, including the cities of Norfolk and
Portsmouth), and which excepted parts, are for the
present, left precisely as if this proclamation were not
issued.

And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose afore-
said, I do order and declare that all persons held as slaves
within said designated States, and parts of States, are, and
henceforward shall be free; and that the Executive gov-
ernment of the United States, including the military and
naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the
freedom of said persons.
And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be
free to abstain from all violence, unless in necessary self-
defence; and I recommend to them that, in all cases when

allowed, they labor faithfully for reasonable wages.
And I further declare and make known, that such persons
of suitable condition, will be received into the armed ser-
vice of the United States to garrison forts, positions, sta-
tions, and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in
said service.
And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of jus-
tice, warranted by the Constitution, upon military neces-
sity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind, and
the gracious favor of Almighty God.
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and
caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington,
this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and sixty three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the
eighty-seventh.

[Abraham Lincoln]
By the President:
William H. Seward,
Secretary of State.
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United States Declaration of Independence

The Declaration of Independence was first published as a single-
paged broadsheet known as the Dunlap broadside.

In Congress, July 4, 1776.
A Declaration

By the Representatives of the
United states of America,

In general Congress assembled.

When in the course of human Events, it becomes neces-
sary for one People to dissolve the Political Bands which
have connected them with another, and to assume among
the Powers of the Earth, the separate and equal Station
to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God enti-
tle them, a decent Respect to the Opinions of Mankind
requires that they should declare the causes which impel
them to the Separation.
We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness—-That to secure
these Rights, Governments are instituted amongMen, de-
riving their just Powers from the Consent of the Gov-
erned, that whenever any Form of Government becomes
destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to
alter or abolish it, and to institute a new Government, lay-
ing its Foundation on such Principles, and organizing its

Powers in such Form, as to them shall seemmost likely to
effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will
dictate that Governments long established should not be
changed for light and transient Causes; and accordingly
all Experience hath shewn, that Mankind are more dis-
posed to suffer, while Evils are sufferable, than to right
themselves by abolishing the Forms to which they are ac-
customed. But when a long Train of Abuses and Usurpa-
tions, pursuing invariably the same Object, evinces a De-
sign to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their
Right, it is their Duty, to throw off such Government, and
to provide new Guards for their future Security. Such
has been the patient Sufferance of these Colonies; and
such is now the Necessity which constrains them to al-
ter their former Systems of Government. The History of
the Present King of Great-Britain is a History of repeated
Injuries and Usurpations, all having in direct Object the
Establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States.
To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid World.
He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome
and necessary for the public Good.
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of imme-
diate and pressing Importance, unless suspended in their
Operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.
He has refused to pass other Laws for the Accommo-
dation of large Districts of People; unless those People
would relinquish the Right of Representation in the Leg-
islature, a Right inestimable to them, and formidable to
Tyrants only.
He has called together Legislative Bodies at Places un-
usual, uncomfortable, and distant from the Depository
of their public Records, for the sole Purpose of fatigu-
ing them into Compliance with his Measures.
He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for
opposing withmanly Firmness his Invasions on the Rights
of the People.
He has refused for a long Time, after suchDissolutions, to
cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative Pow-
ers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the Peo-
ple at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the
mean time exposed to all the Dangers of Invasion from
without, and Convulsions within.
He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of these
States; for that Purpose obstructing the Laws for Natural-
ization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage
their Migrations hither, and raising the Conditions of new
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Appropriations of Lands.
He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refus-
ing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary Powers.
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the
Tenure of their Offices, andAmount and Payment of their
Salaries.
He has erected aMultitude of newOffices, and sent hither
Swarms of Officers to harass our People, and eat out their
Substance.
He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing
Armies, without the consent of our Legislature.
He has affected to render the Military independent of and
superior to the Civil Power.
He has combined with others to subject us to a Jurisdic-
tion foreign to our Constitution, and unacknowledged by
our Laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended
Legislation:
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punishment
for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhab-
itants of these States:
For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World:
For imposing taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us, in many Cases, of the Benefits of Trial
by Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended
Offences:
For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neigh-
bouring Province, establishing therein an arbitrary Gov-
ernment, and enlarging its Boundaries, so as to render it
at once an Example and fit Instrument for introducing the
same absolute Rule in these Colonies:
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valu-
able Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our
Governments:
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring
themselves invested with Powers to legislate for us in all
Cases whatsoever.
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out
of his Protection and waging War against us.
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our
Towns, and destroyed the Lives of our People.
He is, at this Time, transporting large Armies of foreign
Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Desola-
tion, and Tyranny, already begun with circumstances of
Cruelty and Perfidy, scarcely paralleled in the most bar-
barous Ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized
Nation.
He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on
the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to be-

come the Executioners of their Friends and Brethren, or
to fall themselves by their Hands.
He has excited domestic Insurrections among us, and has
endeavoured to bring on the Inhabitants of our Frontiers,
the merciless Indian Savages, whose known Rule of War-
fare, is an undistinguished Destruction, of all Ages, Sexes
and Conditions.
In every stage of these Oppressions we have Petitioned
for Redress in the most humble Terms: Our repeated
Petitions have been answered only by repeated Injury.
A Prince, whose Character is thus marked by every act
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the Ruler of a
free People.
Nor have we been wanting in Attentions to our British
Brethren. We have warned them from Time to Time of
Attempts by their Legislature to extend an unwarrantable
Jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the Cir-
cumstances of our Emigration and Settlement here. We
have appealed to their native Justice and Magnanimity,
and we have conjured them by the Ties of our common
Kindred to disavow these Usurpations, which, would in-
evitably interrupt our Connections and Correspondence.
They too have been deaf to the Voice of Justice and of
Consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the Ne-
cessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them,
as we hold the rest ofMankind, Enemies inWar, in Peace,
Friends.
We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States
of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing
to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Rectitude of
our Intentions, do, in the Name, and by the Authority of
the good People of these Colonies, solemnly Publish and
Declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right
ought to be, Free and Independent States; that they are
absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and
that all political Connection between them and the State
of Great-Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and
that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power
to levyWar, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish
Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which In-
dependent States may of right do. And for the support of
this Declaration, with a firmReliance on the Protection of
the divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other
our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.

Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Congress,
John Hancock, President.

Attest.
Charles Thomson, Secretary.

Philadephia: Printed by John Dunlap.
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Voting Rights Act of 1965

• The first page of the Voting Rights Act.
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Eighty-ninth Congress of the United States of
America

At the First Session

Begun and held at the city of Washington, on Monday,
the fourth day of December, one thousand nine

hundred and sixty-five

AN ACT

To enforce the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution
of the United States, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That this Act shall be known as the “Voting Rights Act of
1965”.
SEC. 2. No voting qualification or prerequisite to voting,
or standard, practice, or procedure shall be imposed or
applied by any State or political subdivision to deny or
abridge the right of any citizen of the United States to
vote on account of race or color.
SEC. 3. (a) Whenever the Attorney General institutes a
proceeding under any statute to enforce the guarantees of
the fifteenth amendment in any State or political subdivi-
sion the court shall authorize the appointment of Federal
examiners by the United States Civil Service Commission
in accordance with section 6 to serve for such period of
time and for such political subdivisions as the court shall
determine is appropriate to enforce the guarantees of the
fifteenth amendment (1) as part of any interlocutory or-
der if the court determines that the appointment of such
examiners is necessary to enforce such guarantees or (2)
as part of any final judgment if the court finds that vi-
olations of the fifteenth amendment justifying equitable
relief have occurred in such State or subdivision: Pro-
vided, That the court need not authorize the appointment
of examiners if any incidents of denial or abridgement of
the right to vote on account of race or color (1) have been
few in number and have been promptly and effectively
corrected by State or local action, (2) the continuing ef-
fect of such incidents has been eliminated, and (3) there
is no reasonable probability of their recurrence in the fu-
ture.

(b) If in a proceeding instituted by the Attorney General
under any statute to enforce the guarantees of the fifteenth
amendment in any State or political subdivision the court
finds that a test or device has been used for the purpose
or with the effect of denying or abridging the right of any
citizen of the United States to vote on account of race or
color, it shall suspend the use of tests and devices in such
State or political subdivisions as the court shall determine
is appropriate and for such period as it deems necessary.
(c) If in any proceeding instituted by the Attorney Gen-
eral under any statute to enforce the guarantees of the
fifteenth amendment in any State or political subdivision
the court finds that violations of the fifteenth amendment
justifying equitable relief have occurred within the ter-
ritory of such State or political subdivision, the court, in
addition to such relief as it may grant, shall retain juris-
diction for such period as it may deem appropriate and
during such period no voting qualification or prerequisite
to voting, or standard, practice, or procedure with respect
to voting different from that in force or effect at the time
the proceeding was commenced shall be enforced unless
and until the court finds that such qualification, prereq-
uisite, standard, practice, or procedure does not have the
purpose and will not have the effect of denying or abridg-
ing the right to vote on account of race or color: Provided,
That such qualification, prerequisite, standard, practice,
or procedure may be enforced if the qualification, pre-
requisite, standard, practice, or procedure has been sub-
mitted by the chief legal officer or other appropriate offi-
cial of such State or subdivision to the Attorney General
and the Attorney General has not interposed an objection
within sixty days after such submission, except that nei-
ther the court’s finding nor the Attorney General’s failure
to object shall bar a subsequent action to enjoin enforce-
ment of such qualification, prerequisite, standard, prac-
tice, or procedure.
SEC. 4. (a) To assure that the right of citizens of the
United States to vote is not denied or abridged on ac-
count of race or color, no citizen shall be denied the right
to vote in any Federal, State, or local election because of
his failure to comply with any test or device in any State
with respect to which the determinations have been made
under subsection (b) or in any political subdivision with
respect to which such determinations have been made as
a separate unit, unless the United States District Court
for the District of Columbia in an action for a declaratory
judgment brought by such State or subdivision against the
United States has determined that no such test or device
has been used during the five years preceding the filing of
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the action for the purpose or with the effect of denying
or abridging the right to vote on account of race or color:
Provided, That no such declaratory judgment shall issue
with respect to any plaintiff for a period of five years after
the entry of a final judgment of any court of the United
States, other than the denial of a declaratory judgment
under this section, whether entered prior to or after the
enactment of this Act, determining that denials or abridg-
ments of the right to vote on account of race or color
through the use of such tests or devices have occurred
anywhere in the territory of such plaintiff. An action pur-
suant to this subsection shall be heard and determined by
a court of three judges in accordance with the provisions
of section 2284 of title 28 of the United States Code and
any appeal shall lie to the Supreme Court. The court shall
retain jurisdiction of any action pursuant to this subsec-
tion for five years after judgment and shall reopen the
action upon motion of the Attorney General alleging that
a test or device has been used for the purpose or with the
effect of denying or abridging the right to vote on account
of race or color.
If the Attorney General determines that he has no rea-
son to believe that any such test or device has been used
during the five years preceding the filing of the action for
the purpose or with the effect of denying or abridging the
right to vote on account of race or color, he shall consent
to the entry of such judgment
(b) The provisions of subsection (a) shall apply in any
State or in any political subdivision of a state which (1)
the Attorney General determines maintained on Novem-
ber 1, 1964, any test or device, and with respect to
which (2) the Director of the Census determines that less
than 50 percentum of the persons of voting age residing
therein were registered on November 1, 1964, or that less
than 50 percentum of such persons voted in the presiden-
tial election of November 1964.
A determination or certification of the Attorney General
or of the Director of the Census under this section or un-
der section 6 or section 13 shall not be reviewable in any
court and shall be effective upon publication in the Fed-
eral Register.
(c) The phrase “test or device” shall mean any require-
ment that a person as a prerequisite for voting or registra-
tion for voting (1) demonstrate the ability to read, write,
understand, or interpret any matter, (2) demonstrate any
educational achievement or his knowledge of any particu-
lar subject, (3) possess good moral character, or (4) prove
his qualifications by the voucher of registered voters or
members of any other class.
(d) For purposes of this section no State or political sub-
division shall be determined to have engaged in the use
of tests or devices for the purpose or with the effect of
denying or abridging the right to vote on account of race
or color if (1) incidents of such use have been few in num-
ber and have been promptly and effectively corrected by
State or local action, (2) the continuing effect of such in-

cidents has been eliminated, and (3) there is no reason-
able probability of their recurrence in the future.
(e) (1) Congress hereby declares that to secure the rights
under the fourteenth amendment of persons educated in
American-flag schools in which the predominant class-
room language was other than English, it is necessary to
prohibit the States from conditioning the right to vote of
such persons on ability to read, write, understand, or in-
terpret any matter in the English language. (2) No per-
son who demonstrates that he has successfully completed
the sixth primary grade in a public school in, or a private
school accredited by, any State or territory, the District of
Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico in which
the predominant classroom language was other than En-
glish, shall be denied the right to vote in any Federal,
State, or local election because of his inability to read,
write, understand, or interpret any matter in the English
language, except that, in States in which State law pro-
vides that a different level of education is presumptive
of literacy, he shall demonstrate that he has successfully
completed an equivalent level of education in a public
school in, or a private school accredited by, any State or
territory, the District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico in which the predominant classroom lan-
guage was other than English.
SEC. 5. Whenever a State or political subdivision with re-
spect to which the prohibitions set forth in section 4(a) are
in effect shall enact or seek to administer any voting qual-
ification or prerequisite to voting, or standard, practice,
or procedure with respect to voting different from that in
force or effect on November 1, 1964, such State or sub-
division may institute an action in the United States Dis-
trict Court for the District of Columbia for a declaratory
judgment that such qualification, prerequisite, standard,
practice, or procedure does not have the purpose and will
not have the effect of denying or abridging the right to
vote on account of race or color, and unless and until the
court enters such judgment no person shall be denied the
right to vote for failure to comply with such qualification,
prerequisite, standard, practice, or procedure: Provided,
That such qualification, prerequisite, standard, practice,
or procedure may be enforced without such proceeding if
the qualification, prerequisite, standard, practice, or pro-
cedure has been submitted by the chief legal officer or
other appropriate official of such State or subdivision to
the Attorney General and the Attorney General has not
interposed an objection within sixty days after such sub-
mission, except that neither the Attorney General’s failure
to object nor a declaratory judgment entered under this
section shall bar a subsequent action to enjoin enforce-
ment of such qualification, prerequisite, standard, prac-
tice, or procedure. Any action under this section shall be
heard and determined by a court of three judges in ac-
cordance with the provisions of section 2284 of title 28
of the United States Code and any appeal shall lie to the
Supreme Court.
SEC. 6. Whenever (a) a court has authorized the appoint-
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ment of examiners pursuant to the provisions of section
3(a), or (b) unless a declaratory judgment has been ren-
dered under section 4(a), the Attorney General certifies
with respect to any political subdivision named in, or in-
cluded within the scope of, determinations made under
section 4(b) that (1) he has received complaints in writing
from twenty or more residents of such political subdivi-
sion alleging that they have been denied the right to vote
under color of law on account of race or color, and that he
believes such complaints to be meritorious, or (2) that, in
his judgment (considering, among other factors, whether
the ratio of nonwhite persons to white persons registered
to vote within such subdivision appears to him to be rea-
sonably attributable to violations of the fifteenth amend-
ment or whether substantial evidence exists that bona fide
efforts are being made within such subdivision to comply
with the fifteenth amendment), the appointment of exam-
iners is otherwise necessary to enforce the guarantees of
the fifteenth amendment, the Civil Service Commission
shall appoint as many examiners for such subdivision as
it may deem appropriate to prepare and maintain lists of
persons eligible to vote in Federal, State, and local elec-
tions. Such examiners, hearing officers provided for in
section 9(a), and other persons deemed necessary by the
Commission to carry out the provisions and purposes of
this Act shall be appointed, compensated, and separated
without regard to the provisions of any statute adminis-
tered by the Civil Service Commission, and service un-
der this Act shall not be considered employment for the
purposes of any statute administered by the Civil Ser-
vice Commission, except the provisions of section 9 of
the Act of August 2, 1939, as amended (5 U.S.C. 118i),
prohibiting partisan political activity: Provided, That the
Commission is authorized, after consulting the head of
the appropriate department or agency, to designate suit-
able persons in the official service of the United States,
with their consent, to serve in these positions. Examiners
and hearing officers shall have the power to administer
oaths.
SEC. 7. (a) The examiners for each political subdivision
shall, at such places as the Civil Service Commission shall
by regulation designate, examine applicants concerning
their qualifications for voting. An application to an ex-
aminer shall be in such form as the Commission may re-
quire and shall contain allegations that the applicant is not
otherwise registered to vote.
(b) Any person whom the examiner finds, in accordance
with instructions received under section 9(b), to have
the qualifications prescribed by State law not inconsis-
tent with the Constitution and laws of the United States
shall promptly be placed on a list of eligible voters. A
challenge to such listing may be made in accordance with
section 9(a) and shall not be the basis for a prosecution
under section 12 of this Act. The examiner shall certify
and transmit such list, and any supplements as appropri-
ate, at least once a month, to the offices of the appropriate
election officials, with copies to the Attorney General and

the attorney general of the State, and any such lists and
supplements thereto transmitted during the month shall
be available for public inspection on the last business day
of the month and, in any event, not later than the forty-
fifth day prior to any election. The appropriate State or
local election official shall place such names on the offi-
cial voting list. Any person whose name appears on the
examiner’s list shall be entitled and allowed to vote in the
election district of his residence unless and until the ap-
propriate election officials shall have been notified that
such person has been removed from such list in accor-
dance with subsection (d): Provided, That no person shall
be entitled to vote in any election by virtue of this Act un-
less his name shall have been certified and transmitted on
such a list to the offices of the appropriate election offi-
cials at least forty-five days prior to such election.
(c) The examiner shall issue to each person whose name
appears on such a list a certificate evidencing his eligibility
to vote.
(d) A person whose name appears on such a list shall be
removed therefrom by an examiner if (1) such person has
been successfully challenged in accordance with the pro-
cedure prescribed in section 9, or (2) he has been deter-
mined by an examiner to have lost his eligibility to vote
under State law not inconsistent with the Constitution and
the laws of the United States.
Sec. 8. Whenever an examiner is serving under this Act
in any political subdivision, the Civil Service Commission
may assign, at the request of the Attorney General, one or
more persons, who may be officers of the United States,
(1) to enter and attend at any place for holding an election
in such subdivision for the purpose of observing whether
persons who are entitled to vote are being permitted to
vote, and (2) to enter and attend at any place for tabulat-
ing the votes cast at any election held in such subdivision
for the purpose of observing whether votes cast by per-
sons entitled to vote are being properly tabulated. Such
persons so assigned shall report to an examiner appointed
for such political subdivision, to the Attorney General,
and if the appointment of examiners has been authorized
pursuant to section 3(a), to the court.
SEC. 9.
(a) Any challenge to a listing on an eligibility list prepared
by an examiner shall be heard and determined by a hear-
ing officer appointed by and responsible to the Civil Ser-
vice Commission and under such rules as the Commis-
sion shall by regulation prescribe. Such challenge shall
be entertained only if filed at such office within the State
as the Civil Service Commission shall by regulation desig-
nate, andwithin ten days after the listing of the challenged
person is made available for public inspection, and if sup-
ported by (1) the affidavits of at least two persons having
personal knowledge of the facts constituting grounds for
the challenge, and (2) a certification that a copy of the
challenge and affidavits have been served by mail or in
person upon the person challenged at his place of resi-
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dence set out in the application. Such challenge shall be
determined within fifteen days after it has been filed. A
petition for review of the decision of the hearing officer
may be filed in the United States court of appeals for the
circuit in which the person challenged resides within fif-
teen days after service of such decision by mail on the
person petitioning for review but no decision of a hearing
officer shall be reversed unless clearly erroneous. Any
person listed shall be entitled and allowed to vote pend-
ing final determination by the hearing officer and by the
court.
(b) The times, places, procedures, and form for applica-
tion and listing pursuant to this Act and removals from the
eligibility lists shall be prescribed by regulations promul-
gated by the Civil Service Commission and the Commis-
sion shall, after consultation with the Attorney General,
instruct examiners concerning applicable State law not
inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of the United
States with respect to (1) the qualifications required for
listing, and (2) loss of eligibility to vote.
(c) Upon the request of the applicant or the challenger
or on its own motion the Civil Service Commission shall
have the power to require by subpoena the attendance and
testimony of witnesses and the production of documen-
tary evidence relating to any matter pending before it un-
der the authority of this section. In case of contumacy
or refusal to obey a subpoena, any district court of the
United States or the United States court of any territory
or possession, or the District Court of the United States
for the District of Columbia, within the jurisdiction of
which said person guilty of contumacy or refusal to obey
is found or resides or is domiciled or transacts business, or
has appointed an agent for receipt of service of process,
upon application by the Attorney General of the United
States shall have jurisdiction to issue to such person an
order requiring such person to appear before the Com-
mission or a hearing officer, there to produce pertinent,
relevant, and nonprivileged documentary evidence if so
ordered, or there to give testimony touching the matter
under investigation, and any failure to obey such order of
the court may be punished by said court as a contempt
thereof.
SEC. 10. (a) The Congress finds that the requirement of
the payment of a poll tax as a precondition to voting (i)
precludes persons of limited means from voting or im-
poses unreasonable financial hardship upon such persons
as a precondition to their exercise of the franchise, (ii)
does not bear a reasonable relationship to any legitimate
State interest in the conduct of elections, and (iii) in some
areas has the purpose or effect of denying persons the
right to vote because of race or color. Upon the basis of
these findings, Congress declares that the constitutional
right of citizens to vote is denied or abridged in some ar-
eas by the requirement of the payment of a poll tax as a
precondition to voting.
(b) In the exercise of the powers of Congress under sec-

tion 5 of the fourteenth amendment and section 2 of
the fifteenth amendment, the Attorney General is autho-
rized and directed to institute forthwith in the name of
the United States such actions, including actions against
States or political subdivisions, for declaratory judgment
or injunctive relief against the enforcement of any re-
quirement of the payment of a poll tax as a precondition
to voting, or substitute therefor enacted after November
1, 1964, as will be necessary to implement the declaration
of subsection (a) and the purposes of this section.
(c) The district courts of the United States shall have ju-
risdiction of such actions which shall be heard and de-
termined by a court of three judges in accordance with
the provisions of section 2284 of title 28 of the United
States Code and any appeal shall lie to the SupremeCourt.
It shall be the duty of the judges designated to hear the
case to assign the case for hearing at the earliest practica-
ble date, to participate in the hearing and determination
thereof, and to cause the case to be in every way expe-
dited.
(d) During the pendency of such actions, and thereafter
if the courts, notwithstanding this action by the Congress,
should declare the requirement of the payment of a poll
tax to be constitutional, no citizen of the United States
who is a resident of a State or political subdivision with
respect to which determinations have been made under
subsection 4(b) and a declaratory judgment has not been
entered under subsection 4(a), during the first year he be-
comes otherwise entitled to vote by reason of registration
by State or local officials or listing by an examiner, shall
be denied the right to vote for failure to pay a poll tax if he
tenders payment of such tax for the current year to an ex-
aminer or to the appropriate State or local official at least
forty-five days prior to election, whether or not such ten-
der would be timely or adequate under State law. An ex-
aminer shall have authority to accept such payment from
any person authorized by this Act to make an application
for listing, and shall issue a receipt for such payment. The
examiner shall transmit promptly any such poll tax pay-
ment to the office of the State or local official authorized
to receive such payment under State law, together with
the name and address of the applicant.
SEC. 11. (a) No person acting under color of law shall fail
or refuse to permit any person to vote who is entitled to
vote under any provision of this Act or is otherwise qual-
ified to vote, or willfully fail or refuse to tabulate, count,
and report such person’s vote.
(b) No person, whether acting under color of law or oth-
erwise, shall intimidate, threaten, or coerce, or attempt
to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any person for voting
or attempting to vote, or intimidate, threaten, or coerce,
or attempt to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any person
for urging or aiding any person to vote or attempt to vote,
or intimidate, threaten, or coerce any person for exercis-
ing any powers or duties under section 3(a), 6, 8, 9, 10,
or 12(e).
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(c) Whoever knowingly or willfully gives false informa-
tion as to his name, address, or period of residence in the
voting district for the purpose of establishing his eligibil-
ity to register or vote, or conspires with another individ-
ual for the purpose of encouraging his false registration to
vote or illegal voting, or pays or offers to pay or accepts
payment either for registration to vote or for voting shall
be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more
than five years, or both: Provided, however, That this pro-
vision shall be applicable only to general, special, or pri-
mary elections held solely or in part for the purpose of
selecting or electing any candidate for the office of Presi-
dent, Vice President, presidential elector, Member of the
United States Senate, Member of the United States House
of Representatives, or Delegates or Commissioners from
the territories or possessions, or Resident Commissioner
of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.
(d) Whoever, in any matter within the jurisdiction of
an examiner or hearing officer knowingly and willfully
falsifies or conceals a material fact, or makes any false,
fictitious, or fraudulent statements or representations, or
makes or uses any false writing or document knowing the
same to contain any false, fictitious, or fraudulent state-
ment or entry, shall be fined not more than $10,000 or
imprisoned not more than five years, or both.
SEC. 12. (a) Whoever shall deprive or attempt to deprive
any person of any right secured by section 2, 3, 4, 5, 7,
or 10 or shall violate section 11(a) or (b), shall be fined
not more than $5,000, or imprisoned not more than five
years, or both.
(b) Whoever, within a year following an election in a
political subdivision in which an examiner has been ap-
pointed (1) destroys, defaces, mutilates, or otherwise al-
ters the marking of a paper ballot which has been cast in
such election, or (2) alters any official record of voting in
such election tabulated from a voting machine or other-
wise, shall be fined not more than $5,000, or imprisoned
not more than five years, or both
(c) Whoever conspires to violate the provisions of sub-
section (a) or (b) of this section, or interferes with any
right secured by section 2, 3 4, 5, 7, 10, or 11(a) or (b)
shall be fined not more than $5,000, or imprisoned not
more than five years, or both.
(d) Whenever any person has engaged or there are rea-
sonable grounds to believe that any person is about to en-
gage in any act or practice prohibited by section 2, 3, 4,
5, 7, 10, 11, or subsection (b) of this section, the Attor-
ney General may institute for the United States, or in the
name of the United States, an action for preventive relief,
including an application for a temporary or permanent in-
junction, restraining order, or other order, and including
an order directed to the State and State or local election
officials to require them (1) to permit persons listed under
this Act to vote and (2) to count such votes.
(e) Whenever in any political subdivision in which there
are examiners appointed pursuant to this Act any persons

allege to such an examiner within forty-eight hours after
the closing of the polls that notwithstanding (1) their list-
ing under this Act or registration by an appropriate elec-
tion official and (2) their eligibility to vote, they have not
been permitted to vote in such election, the examiner shall
forthwith notify the Attorney General if such allegations
in his opinion appear to be well founded. Upon receipt of
such notification, the Attorney General may forthwith file
with the district court an application for an order provid-
ing for the marking, casting, and counting of the ballots
of such persons and requiring the inclusion of their votes
in the total vote before the results of such election shall be
deemed final and any force or effect given thereto. The
district court shall hear and determine such matters im-
mediately after the filing of such application. The remedy
provided in this subsection shall not preclude any remedy
available under State or Federal law.
(f) The district courts of the United States shall have ju-
risdiction of proceedings instituted pursuant to this sec-
tion and shall exercise the same without regard to whether
a person asserting rights under the provisions of this Act
shall have exhausted any administrative or other remedies
that may be provided by law
SEC. 13. Listing procedures shall be terminated in any
political subdivision of any State (a) with respect to exam-
iners appointed pursuant to clause (b) of section 6 when-
ever the Attorney General notifies the Civil Service Com-
mission, or whenever the District Court for the District of
Columbia determines in an action for declaratory judg-
ment brought by any political subdivision with respect
to which the Director of the Census has determined that
more than 50 percentum of the nonwhite persons of vot-
ing age residing therein are registered to vote, (1) that all
persons listed by an examiner for such subdivision have
been placed on the appropriate voting registration roll,
and (2) that there is no longer reasonable cause to be-
lieve that persons will be deprived of or denied the right
to vote on account of race or color in such subdivision,
and (b), with respect to examiners appointed pursuant to
section 3(a), upon order of the authorizing court. A polit-
ical subdivision may petition the Attorney General for the
termination of listing procedures under clause (a) of this
section, and may petition the Attorney General to request
the Director of the Census to take such survey or census
as may be appropriate for the making of the determina-
tion provided for in this section. The District Court for
the District of Columbia shall have jurisdiction to require
such survey or census to be made by the Director of the
Census and it shall require him to do so if it deems the At-
torney General’s refusal to request such survey or census
to be arbitrary or unreasonable.
SEC. 14. (a) All cases of criminal contempt arising under
the provisions of this Act shall be governed by section 151
of the Civil Rights Act of 1957 (42 U.S.C.1995).
(b) No court other than the District Court for the District
of Columbia or a court of appeals in any proceeding un-
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der section 9 shall have jurisdiction to issue any declara-
tory judgment pursuant to section 4 or section 5 or any
restraining order or temporary or permanent injunction
against the execution or enforcement of any provision of
this Act or any action of any Federal officer or employee
pursuant hereto.
(c) (1) The terms “vote” or “voting” shall include all ac-
tion necessary to make a vote effective in any primary,
special, or general election, including, but not limited to,
registration, listing pursuant to this Act, or other action
required by law prerequisite to voting, casting a ballot,
and having such ballot counted properly and included in
the appropriate totals of votes cast with respect to candi-
dates for public or party office and propositions for which
votes are received in an election. (2) The term “political
subdivision” shall mean any county or parish, except that,
where registration for voting is not conducted under the
supervision of a county or parish, the term shall include
any other subdivision of a State which conducts registra-
tion for voting.
(d) In any action for a declaratory judgment brought pur-
suant to section 4 or section 5 of this Act, subpoenas for
witnesses who are required to attend the District Court
for the District of Columbia may be served in any judi-
cial district of the United States: Provided, That no writ
of subpoena shall issue for witnesses without the District
of Columbia at a greater distance than one hundred miles
from the place of holding court without the permission of
the District Court for the District of Columbia being first
had upon proper application and cause shown.
SEC. 15. Section 2004 of the Revised Statutes (42
U.S.C.1971), as amended by section 131 of the Civil
Rights Act of 1957 (71 Stat. 637), and amended by sec-
tion 601 of the Civil Rights Act of 1960 (74 Stat. 90), and
as further amended by section 101 of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 (78 Stat. 241), is further amended as follows:
(a) Delete the word “Federal” wherever it appears in sub-
sections (a) and (c);
(b) Repeal subsection (f) and designate the present sub-
sections (g) and (h) as (f) and (g), respectively.
SEC. 16. The Attorney General and the Secretary of De-
fense, jointly, shall make a full and complete study to de-
termine whether, under the laws or practices of any State
or States, there are preconditions to voting, which might
tend to result in discrimination against citizens serving in
the Armed Forces of the United States seeking to vote.
Such officials shall, jointly, make a report to the Congress
not later than June 30, 1966, containing the results of such
study, together with a list of any States in which such pre-
conditions exist, and shall include in such report such rec-
ommendations for legislation as they deem advisable to
prevent discrimination in voting against citizens serving
in the Armed Forces of the United States.
SEC. 17. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to deny,
impair, or otherwise adversely affect the right to vote of

any person registered to vote under the law of any State
or political subdivision.
SEC. 18. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated
such sums as are necessary to carry out the provisions of
this Act
SEC 19. If any provision of this Act or the application
thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the
remainder of the Act and the application of the provision
to other persons not similarly situated or to other circum-
stances shall not be affected thereby.
Approved August 6, 1965.
79 Stat. 437,
S. 1564
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The United States Congress is the legislature of the
United States federal government. It is bicameral, com-
prising the House of Representatives and the Senate. The
House of Representatives has 435 voting members (plus
non-voting delegates), each representing a congressional
district and serving a two-year term. House seats are
apportioned among the states on the basis of popula-
tion. Each state has two Senators, regardless of popu-
lation. There are 100 senators, serving staggered six-year
terms. Every two years, approximately 1/3 of the Senate
is elected. Both Senators and Representatives are chosen
through direct election.

United States Congress

1 Pre-constitution

1.1 First Continental Congress

• Declaration and Resolves of the First Continental
Congress (October 14, 1774)

• Continental Association (October 20, 1774)

• Petition to the King (1774) (October 25, 1774)

1.2 Second Continental Congress

• Declaration of the causes and necessities of taking
up arms (July 6, 1775)

• Olive Branch Petition (July 8, 1775)

1.3 Congress of the Confederation

• sister projects: Wikipedia article.

• Articles of Capitulation (October 18, 1781)

• The Northwest Ordinance (July 13, 1787)

2 Acts of Congress

2.1 Collections

• United States Statutes at Large, a compendium of all
Acts of Congress.

• United States Code, the codification of most Acts.

2.2 Statutes at-large

• Portal:Acts of the United States Congresses

• An Act to regulate the Time and Manner of admin-
istrating certain oaths (June 1, 1789)

• Patent Act of 1790 (April 10, 1790)

• Militia Act of 1792

• Enabling act for Ohio 1802 (30 April 1802)

• Enabling Act (Louisiana) (1811)

• Admission of the State of Louisiana (1812)

• AnAct to enlarge the limits of the State of Louisiana
(1812)

• Indian Removal Act (1830)

• An act to enable the people of Wisconsin territory
to form a constitution and state government, and for
the admission of such state into the Union (1846)
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2 2 ACTS OF CONGRESS

• Fugitive Slave Act (1850)

• Second Confiscation Act (17 July 1862)

• Homestead Act (1862)

• Morrill Act (1862)

• Habeas Corpus Suspension Act of 1863

• Civil Rights Act of 1866

• Ku Klux Klan Act of 1871

• Civil Rights Act of 1875

• Dawes Act (1887)

• Sherman Anti-Trust Act (July 2 1890)

• Utah Enabling Act, 1894

• Annexation of the Hawaiian Islands (1898)

• Platt Amendment(1903)

• Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906

• Public Law 72-244 - Amending Executive Order
1392 prohibiting promotion of fights between bulls,
dogs or cocks (July 2, 1932)

• Sumners Courts Act(June 29, 1940)

• Lend Lease Act, 11 March 1941

• Public Law 77-331 - Declaration of war on Ger-
many (December 11, 1941)

• United States Flag Code (1942)

• Public Law 78-482 - Creating the ranks of Fleet Ad-
miral and General of the Army (1944)

• Vandenberg resolution (1948)

• Public Law 81-120 - To print the monthly publica-
tion Economic Indicators (June 23, 1949)

• Public Law 86-600 - To provide for the presentation
of the Antarctica Service Medal (July 7, 1960)

• Voting Rights Act of 1965

• Public Law 90-363 - To establish the observance of
certain holidays on Mondays (June 28, 1968)

• Public Law 94-479 - Promotion of George Wash-
ington to General of the Armies, effective July 4,
1976 (H.J. Res. 519)

• Federal Power Act (1978)

• Taiwan Relations Act (1979)

• Intelligence Identities Protection Act (1982)

• Act Awarding Leo Ryan Congressional Gold Medal
(1983)

• Leo J. Ryan Memorial Federal Archives and
Records Center (1984)

• Gold Bullion Coin Act of 1985

• Fair Credit Billing Act (1986)

• Department of Housing and Urban Development
Reform Act of 1989 (1989)

• Cable Television Consumer Protection and Compe-
tition Act of 1992

• Public Law 103-150 - Apology Bill of 1993
(November 23, 1993)

• Communications Assistance for Law Enforcement
Act (1994)

• Uruguay Round Agreements Act (1994)

• Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (October 26, 1995)

• Child Pornography Prevention Act of 1996

• Public Law 106-165 - Women’s Business Centers
Sustainability Act of 1999

• Uniform Parental Rights Enforcement and Protec-
tion Act (September 2000)

• USA PATRIOT Act - Public Law 107-56 (October,
2001)

• Public Law 107-50 - Small Business Technology
Transfer Program Reauthorization Act of 2001

• Public Law 107-299 - National Sea Grant College
Program Act Amendments of 2002

• Public Law 107-338 - Metacomet-Monadnock-
Mattabesett Trail Study Act of 2002

• Public Law 108-27 - Jobs and Growth Tax Relief
Reconciliation Act of 2003 (May 23, 2003)

• Public Law 108-101 - Congressional Gold Medal to
Jackie Robinson (October 29, 2003)

• Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003

• Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act
of 2004

• Animal Drug and Animal Generic Drug User
Fee Reauthorization Act of 2013 (S. 622; 113th
Congress)

• (Public Law 113-2) - Disaster Relief Appropriations
Act, 2013 (H.R. 152; 113th Congress)

• (Public Law 113-6) - Consolidated and Further
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2013 (H.R. 933;
113th Congress)
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2.4 Congressional Hearings and Committee Reports 3

• (Public Law 113-20) - Bonneville Unit Clean
Hydropower Facilitation Act (H.R. 254; 113th
Congress)

• (Public Law 113-33) - Denali National Park Im-
provement Act (S. 157; 113th Congress)

• (Public Law 113-43) - Congressional Award Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 2013 (S. 1348; 113th
Congress)

• Suspending the Individual Mandate Penalty Law
Equals Fairness Act (H.R. 4118; 113th Congress)

• Electricity Security and Affordability Act (H.R.
3826; 113th Congress)

2.3 Unenacted legislation

• Annexation Bill of 1866

• RAVE Act (2002)

• American Sovereignty Restoration Act of 2003

• Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2003 (November
5, 2003)

• Iran Freedom and Support Act (2005)

• Blair Holt’s Firearm Licensing and Record of Sale
Act (January 6, 2009)

• Federal Prison Bureau Nonviolent Offender Relief
Act of 2009 (January 6, 2009)

• Unemployment Benefit Tax Suspension Act of 2009
(January 6, 2009)

• Horse Transportation Safety Act of 2009 (January
8, 2009)

• Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act (February 4, 2009)

• Performance Rights Act (February 4, 2009)

• Industrial Hemp Farming Act (April 2, 2009)

• Puerto Rico Democracy Act of 2009 (May 19,
2009)

• America’s Affordable Health Choices Act of 2009
(July 15, 2009)

• Affordable Health Care for America Act (November
7, 2009)

• American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(S.1)

• Economic Recovery and Middle-Class Tax Relief
Act of 2009

• HR 1503 (2009)

• Public Option Act (March 9, 2010)

• Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013 (S.
954; 113th Congress)

• Energy Savings and Industrial Competitiveness Act
of 2013 (S. 1392; 113th Congress)

• Corolla Wild Horses Protection Act (H.R. 126 ;
113th Congress)

• Black Hills Cemetery Act (H.R. 291; 113th
Congress)

• Children’s Hospital GME Support Reauthorization
Act of 2013 (H.R. 297; 113th Congress)

• Collinsville Renewable Energy PromotionAct (H.R.
316; 113th Congress)

• Ending Federal Marijuana Prohibition Act of 2013
(H.R. 499; 113th Congress)

• Business RiskMitigation and Price Stabilization Act
of 2013 (H.R. 634; 113th Congress)

• California Coastal National Monument Expansion
Act of 2013 (H.R. 1411; 113th Congress)

• Energy Consumers Relief Act of 2013 (H.R. 1582;
113th Congress)

• Employment Non-Discrimination Act of 2013
(H.R. 1755; 113th Congress)

• Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Management
Act of 2013 (H.R. 1947; 113th Congress) (defeated
in House)

• Authority forMandate Delay Act (H.R. 2667; 113th
Congress)

• Fairness for American Families Act (H.R. 2668;
113th Congress)

• Federal Communications Commission Consoli-
dated Reporting Act of 2013 (H.R. 2844; 113th
Congress)

• Department of State Operations and Embassy Se-
curity Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 2014 (H.R.
2848; 113th Congress)

2.4 Congressional Hearings and Commit-
tee Reports

• Committee on the Judiciary 109th Congress Over-
sight Report (Jan. 26, 2005)

• The Need to Protect the IRS from Powerful Taxpay-
ers (1998)

• Current Crisis in South Africa Bishop Desmond
Tutu’s testimony before U.S. Congress (1984)
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4 8 SEE ALSO

• United States Congressional investigation of the
Unification Church (1978)

• The Effects of Religious Cults on the Health and
Welfare of Their Converts (1977)

• Nathaniel Weyl testimony corroborating Alger Hiss
as member of CPUSA secret apparatus (1953)

2.5 Resolutions

• Resolution calling for states to cede claims in the
western lands (1788)

• Gold Repeal Joint Resolution (1933)

• Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (1964)

• US Senate Resolution 352 (2006)

• Resolution dismissing the Articles of Impeachment
against former United States District Court Judge
Samuel B. Kent (2009)

2.6 Congressional Letters

• Letter from Congress regarding Downing Street
memo (May 5, 2005)

3 Congressional Research Service

• Congressional Research Service Report 95-772 A,
Executive Orders and Proclamations (March 9,
1999)

• Congressional Research Service Report RS21566
The Jones Act: An Overview (July 8, 2003)

4 Constitutional provisions

• United States Bill of Rights

5 Congressional biographies

As published in the Congressional Biographical Directory

• Tom Lantos Congressional Bio

• Leo Joseph Ryan Congressional Bio

• Donald Fraser Congressional Bio

• John Kerry Congressional Bio

6 Components
• Portal:United States House of Representatives

• Portal:United States Senate

7 Analysis
• Congressional Government, 1900 ed. (1885) by
Woodrow Wilson

8 See also
• Portal:Federal Government of the United States

• Portal:United States

This work is in the public domain in the United States
because it is a work of the United States federal govern-
ment (see 17 U.S.C. 105).
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