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Introduction and an Instructional Note to Teachers about Black History Month 

The purpose of Black History Month is to call attention to the many cultural, social, 

spiritual, and economic contributions of African Americans to the United States. 

However, in Miami-Dade County Public Schools, African American history is not just a 

subject studied and discussed in February. It is a topic of substance that is woven into 

all subjects throughout the school year. Black History Month provides schools with an 

additional opportunity to emphasize and celebrate African American history in all of 

Miami-Dade County’s public schools. 

The 2015 Black History Month theme is “A Century of Black Life, History, and Culture.” 

(See the overview of the theme in the Background section of this instructional resource 

guide.)  The resources and lessons included in this resource guide are designed to 

support instruction on the people and events that have shaped the African American 

experience over the past 100 years. 

To assist teachers, staff in the Department of Social Sciences has developed this 

instructional resource guide that includes suggested classroom activities and Internet 

resources for Black History Month. These resources are intended to serve as tools to 

support both the month’s commemoration and the instructional requirements of Florida 

Statute 1003.421 requiring the study of the African American experience in the United 

States. 

 

The resources in this guide include: 

 

 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

Background information that is helpful for both the teacher and student is 

provided.  

 

 LESSONS, ACTIVITIES, AND STRATEGIES FOR ELEMENTARY STUDENTS   

 

Detailed lesson plans with all support materials needed to support instruction 

during Black History Month are provided in this section of the guide.  These 

lessons are also applicable throughout the curriculum and school year. 

 

 INTERNET RESOURCES  

 

Related lesson plans, teacher background information, and interactive activities 

may be found on the web sites listed in this section of the guide.  

 



Special Programs and Activities for Black History Month 

To further support teachers and administrators in their efforts to provide educationally 

meaningful experiences for all students, the Department of Social Sciences is 

sponsoring or co-sponsoring the following special programs and activities during Black 

History Month. 

38th Annual Theodore Gibson Oratorical Competition - Miami-Dade County Public 

Schools, in cooperation with Miami Dade College, is co-sponsoring the 38th Annual 

Theodore Gibson Oratorical Competition. In this competition, elementary and secondary 

students compete for the coveted Theodore Gibson medallion. The competition 

exposes students to a breadth of writings about the African American experience and 

provides them with the opportunity to refine their research, writing, and public speaking 

skills through a challenging competition. The final competition will be held in May 2015. 

The 25th Annual African American Read-In Chain - The 25th Annual African 

American Read-in Chain is scheduled each Monday during the month of February 

(February 2, 9, 16, and 23). On these days, schools are urged to make literacy a 

significant part of Black History Month as they select books authored by African 

Americans and host school Read-Ins. A completed African American Read-In school 

report card from each participating school is submitted to the Department of Social 

Sciences. The African American Read-In Chain has been endorsed by the International 

Reading Association. Reporting forms are currently available on the Department of 

Social Sciences website at http://socialsciences.dadeschools.net/forms/read-in-chain-

form.asp 

The Black History Month Elementary and Secondary Essay Contest - To support 

the National Black History Month theme, “A Century of Black Life, History, and Culture” 

and the District’s reading and writing initiatives, the Department of Social Sciences, in 

cooperation with the United Teachers of Dade and 99 JAMZ radio, is sponsoring a 

Black History Month Essay Contest. This contest is open to elementary, middle, and 

senior high school students who will compete in separate categories.  

The Griot, the African American History Newsletter - A special edition of the 

newsletter will be available online for all schools in February 2015. 

For further information on these special programs and activities, please contact Dr. 

Sherrilyn Scott, Supervisor, Department of Social Sciences, at 

sherrilynscott@dadeschools.net  
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2015 Black History Month Theme – “A Century of Black Life, History, and Culture” 



ASALAH and Dr. Carter G. Woodson 

The Association of African American Life and History (ASALAH) was founded in 1915 

by Dr. Carter G. Woodson. The mission of ASALH is to promote, research, preserve, 

interpret and disseminate information about Black life, history and culture to the global 

community. 

Known as the “Father of Black History,” Dr. Woodson (1875-1950) was the son of 

former slaves, and understood how important gaining a proper education is when 

striving to secure and make the most out of one’s right of freedom. Although he did not 

begin his formal education until he was nearly 20 years old, his dedication to study 

enabled him to earn a high school diploma in West Virginia and bachelor and master’s 

degrees from the University of Chicago in just a few years. In 1912, Woodson became 

the second African American to earn a PhD at Harvard University. 

In 1926, Dr. Woodson initiated the celebration of Negro History Week, which 

corresponded with the birthdays of Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln. In 1976, 

this celebration was expanded to include the entire month of February.  Each year, 

ASALAH develops the annual Black History Month theme. The theme for 2015 is – “A 

Century of Black Life, History, and Culture.”  A description of this year’s theme follows. 

2015 Theme - “A Century of Black Life, History, and Culture” 

Over the past century, African American life, history, and culture have become major 

forces in the United States and the world. In 1915, few could have imagined that African 

Americans in music, art, and literature would become appreciated by the global 

community. Fewer still could have predicted the prominence achieved by African 

Americans, as well as other people of African descent, in shaping world politics, war, 

and diplomacy. Indeed, it was nearly universally believed that Africans and people of 

African descent had played no role in the unfolding of history and were a threat to 

American civilization itself. A century later, few can deny the centrality of African 

Americans in the making of American history. 

This transformation is the result of effort, not chance. Confident that their struggles 

mattered in human history, black scholars, artists, athletes, and leaders self-consciously 

used their talents to change how the world viewed African Americans. The New Negro 

of the post-World War I era made modernity their own and gave the world a cornucopia 

of cultural gifts, including jazz, poetry based on the black vernacular, and an 

appreciation of African art. African American athletes dominated individual and team 

sports transforming baseball, track-and-field, football, boxing, and basketball. In a wave 

of social movements, African American activism transformed race relations, challenged 

American foreign policy, and became the American conscience on human rights. 



While the spotlight often shines on individuals, this movement is the product of 

organization, of institutions and institution-builders who gave direction to effort. The 

National Urban League promoted the Harlem Renaissance. The preservation of the 

black past became the mission of Arturo Schomburg and Jesse Moorland, leading to 

the rise of the Schomburg Research Center in Black Culture and Howard University’s 

Moorland-Spingarn Research Center. The vision of Margaret Burroughs and others led 

to the African American museum movement, leading to the creation of black museums 

throughout the nation, culminating with the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African 

American History and Culture. Student activism of the 1960s resulted in the Black 

Studies Movement and the creation of black professional associations, including the 

National Council of Black Studies, and a host of doctoral programs at major American 

universities. 

At the dawn of these strivings and at all points along the road, the Association for the 

Study of Negro Life and History, now the Association for the Study of African American 

Life and History (ASALH) has played a vital role. When he founded the Association in 

1915, Carter G. Woodson labored under the belief that historical truth would crush 

falsehoods and usher in a new era of equality, opportunity, and racial democracy, and it 

has been its charge for a century. In honor of this milestone, ASALH has selected “A 

Century of Black Life, History, and Culture” as the 2015 National Black History theme. 

 

Source:  http://asalh100.org/  
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Presidential Proclamation -- National African American History Month, 2014 

NATIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH, 2014 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

Americans have long celebrated our Nation as a beacon of liberty and opportunity -- 

home to patriots who threw off an empire, refuge to multitudes who fled oppression and 

despair. Yet we must also remember that while many came to our shores to pursue 

their own measure of freedom, hundreds of thousands arrived in chains. Through 

centuries of struggle, and through the toil of generations, African Americans have 

claimed rights long denied. During National African American History Month, we honor 

the men and women at the heart of this journey -- from engineers of the Underground 

Railroad to educators who answered a free people's call for a free mind, from patriots 

who proved that valor knows no color to demonstrators who gathered on the battlefields 

of justice and marched our Nation toward a brighter day. 

As we pay tribute to the heroes, sung and unsung, of African-American history, we 

recall the inner strength that sustained millions in bondage. We remember the courage 

that led activists to defy lynch mobs and register their neighbors to vote. And we carry 

forward the unyielding hope that guided a movement as it bent the arc of the moral 

universe toward justice. Even while we seek to dull the scars of slavery and legalized 

discrimination, we hold fast to the values gained through centuries of trial and suffering. 

Every American can draw strength from the story of hard-won progress, which not only 

defines the African-American experience, but also lies at the heart of our Nation as a 

whole. This story affirms that freedom is a gift from God, but it must be secured by His 

people here on earth. It inspires a new generation of leaders, and it teaches us all that 

when we come together in common purpose, we can right the wrongs of history and 

make our world anew. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, 

by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United 

States, do hereby proclaim February 2014 as National African American History Month. 

I call upon public officials, educators, librarians, and all the people of the United States 

to observe this month with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day of January, in 

the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independence of the United 

States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 



Biography of Dr. Carter G. Woodson – The Father of Black History Month 

Introduction 

Carter G. Woodson was born in 1875 in New Canton, Virginia. One of the first African 

Americans to receive a doctorate from Harvard, Woodson dedicated his career to the 

field of African-American history and lobbied extensively to establish Black History 

Month as a nationwide institution. He also wrote many historical works, including the 

1933 book The Mis-Education of the Negro. He died in Washington, D.C., in 1950. 

Early Life 

Carter Godwin Woodson was born on December 19, 1875, in New Canton, Virginia, to 

Anna Eliza and James Woodson. The first son of nine children, the young Woodson 

worked as a sharecropper and a miner to help his family. He began high school in his 

late teens and proved to be an excellent student, completing a four-year course of study 

in less than two years. 

After attending Berea College in Kentucky, Woodson worked for the U.S. government 

as an education superintendent in the Philippines and undertook more travels before 

returning to the U.S. Woodson then earned his bachelor’s and master’s from the 

University of Chicago and went on to receive a doctorate from Harvard University in 

1912—becoming the second African American to earn a Ph.D. from the prestigious 

institution, after W.E.B. Du Bois. After finishing his education, Woodson dedicated 

himself to the field of African-American history, working to make sure that the subject 

was taught in schools and studied by scholars. For his efforts, Woodson is often called 

the "Father of Black History." 

Writing 'Mis-Education of the Negro' 

In 1915, Carter G. Woodson helped found the Association for the Study of Negro Life 

and History (which later became the Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and 

History), which had the goal of placing African-American historical contributions front 

and center. The next year he established the Journal of Negro History, a scholarly 

publication. 

Woodson also formed the African-American-owned Associated Publishers Press in 

1921 and would go on to write more than a dozen books over the years, including A 

Century of Negro Migration (1918), The History of the Negro Church (1921), The Negro 

in Our History (1922) and Mis-Education of the Negro (1933). Mis-Education - with its 

focus on the Western indoctrination system and African-American self-empowerment - 

is a particularly noted work and has become regularly course adopted by college 

institutions. 



In addition to his writing pursuits, Woodson also worked in a number of educational 

positions, serving as a principal for Washington, D.C.'s Armstrong Manual Training 

School before working as a college dean at Howard University and the West Virginia 

Collegiate Institute. 

Creating Black History Month 

Woodson lobbied schools and organizations to participate in a special program to 

encourage the study of African-American history, which began in February 1926 with 

Negro History Week. The program was later expanded and renamed Black History 

Month. (Woodson had chosen February for the initial weeklong celebration to honor the 

birth months of abolitionist Frederick Douglass and President Abraham Lincoln.) 

To help teachers with African-American studies, Woodson later created the Negro 

History Bulletin in 1937 and also penned literature for elementary and secondary school 

students. 

Woodson died on April 3, 1950, a respected and honored figure who received 

accolades for his vision. His legacy continues on, with Black History Month being a 

national cultural force recognized by a variety of media formats, organizations and 

educational institutions. 

 

Source:  http://www.biography.com/people/carter-g-woodson-9536515#writing-mis-

education-of-the-negro    
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An Overview of African American History 

 

The article below on African American history is an excellent overview of the African 
American experience from earliest times to the present.  The article is intended primarily 
as a reference for teachers.   
 
The article is from the on-line edition of the World Book Encyclopedia Advanced (2014) 
available for students and teachers through the Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ 
Department of Library Media Services.  To access the full article: 
 

1. Visit Library Media Services at http://library.dadeschools.net/  
(Password needed.  Check with the Media Specialist.) 

2. Click the On-line Data Bases and select World Book Online Reference Center 
3. Select World Book Advanced 
4. Search for “African American” 
5. Click on the article entitled “African American.” 

 

Introduction African Americans are Americans mostly or partly of African descent. 

About 40 million African Americans live in the United States. They account for 13 

percent of the nation's total population and, in number, trail only Hispanic Americans 

among minority groups. About half of all black Americans live in the Southern States. 

Most of the rest live in large cities in other regions. 

 

Most African Americans have used a number of terms to refer to themselves. The 

terms Negro (which means black in Spanish and Portuguese) and colored were 

commonly used until the mid-1960's. These terms referred to the dark brown skin color 

of many black Americans. Since then, most black Americans have chosen to express 

deep pride in their color or origin by calling themselves blacks, Afro-

Americans, or African Americans. 

 

The majority of African Americans trace their origin to an area in western Africa that was 

controlled by three great and wealthy black empires from about the A.D. 300's to the 

late 1500's. These empires—Ghana, Mali, and Songhai—thrived on trade and 

developed efficient governments. During the early 1500's, European nations began a 

slave trade in which blacks from western Africa were brought to European colonies in 

the Americas. For about the next 300 years, millions of enslaved black Africans were 

shipped across the Atlantic Ocean to North and South America. About 500,000 of the 

Africans were brought to what is now the United States. 

 

The history of African Americans is largely the story of their struggle for freedom and 

equality. From the 1600's until the American Civil War (1861-1865), most black 

Americans worked as slaves throughout the South. They did much to help Southern 

http://library.dadeschools.net/


agriculture expand. At the same time, free blacks helped develop industry in the North. 

Even after 1865, when slavery was finally abolished in the United States, black 

Americans briefly gained their civil rights during a period called Reconstruction. But after 

Reconstruction, they again lost those rights and suffered from 

widespread segregation (separation by race) and poverty. The determined efforts of 

African Americans to achieve equality and justice led to the start of a strong civil rights 

movement in the United States in the 1950's. 

 

The lives of African Americans have improved since the 1950's. More black Americans 

are making important contributions in all areas of American life. The election in 2008 of 

Barack Obama as the first African American president reflects the significant strides 

toward equality that have been made in the United States. However, many African 

Americans still suffer from segregation and poverty, discrimination in jobs and housing, 

and other problems. 

 

This article describes the African background of black Americans and traces their 

history since their arrival in North America. 

 

The African Background 

 

The ancestors of most American blacks came from an area of Africa known as the 

Western Sudan. This area was about as large as the United States, not including 

Hawaii and Alaska. It extended from the Atlantic Ocean in the west to Lake Chad in the 

east and from the Sahara in the north to the Gulf of Guinea in the south. 

From about the A.D. 300's to 1591, three highly developed black empires, in turn, 

controlled all or most of the Western Sudan. They were Ghana, Mali, and Songhai. 

Their economies were based on farming, on mining gold, and on trade with Arabs of 

northern Africa. 

 

Ghana ruled much of the Western Sudan from the 300's to the mid-1000's. The 

Ghanaians became the first people in western Africa to smelt iron ore. They made 

arrows, swords, and other weapons of iron, which helped them conquer nearby nations. 

 

In 1235, the Malinke people of Mali began to develop the second great black African 

empire of the Western Sudan. By 1240, they controlled all Ghana. The Mali Empire's 

most famous ruler was Mansa Musa, who reigned from 1312 to about 1337. Mansa 

Musa encouraged the practice of Islam, the religion of the Muslims. Under his rule, Mali 

reached its height of wealth, political power, and cultural achievement. 

 



Beginning in the 1400's, the Songhai Empire gained control of most of northwestern 

Africa south of the Sahara, including much of Mali. Under Askia Muhammad, who ruled 

Songhai from 1493 to 1528, the empire had a well-organized central government and 

excellent universities in such cities as Timbuktu and Djénné. Like Mansa Musa, Askia 

encouraged his people to practice the Islamic faith. Invaders from Morocco conquered 

Songhai in 1591. 

 

Some ancestors of African Americans lived in smaller nations in the Western Sudan. 

These nations included Oyo, Benin, Dahomey, and Ashanti. Their economies also 

depended on farming, trade, and gold mining. For more details on the major black 

African empires, see Ghana Empire; Mali Empire; Songhai Empire. 

 

Beginning of the slave trade. Africans had practiced slavery since ancient times. In 

most cases, the slaves had been captured in warfare and sold to Arab traders of 

northern Africa. Portugal and Spain became increasingly involved in the African slave 

trade during the early 1500's, after they had established colonies in the Americas. 

Portugal acquired African slaves to work on sugar plantations that its colonists 

developed in Brazil. Spain used slaves on its sugar plantations in the Caribbean. During 

the early 1600's, the Netherlands, France, and England also began to use African 

slaves in their American colonies. 

 

The Europeans obtained slaves from Africans who continued to sell their war captives 

or trade them for rum, cloth, and other items, especially guns. The Africans wanted the 

guns for use in their constant warfare with neighboring peoples. 

 

The slave trade took several triangular routes. Over one route, ships from Europe 

transported manufactured goods to the west coast of Africa. There, traders exchanged 

the goods for slaves. Next, the slaves were carried across the Atlantic Ocean to the 

Caribbean and sold for huge profits. This part of the route was called the Middle 

Passage because it was the middle leg of the journey from Africa to the New World. The 

traders used much of their earnings to buy sugar, coffee, and tobacco in the Caribbean. 

The ships then took these products to Europe. 

 

On another triangular route, ships from the New England Colonies carried rum and 

other products to Africa, where they were exchanged for slaves. The ships then 

transported the slaves to the Caribbean to be sold. The slave traders used some of their 

profits to buy sugar and molasses, which they took back to New England and sold to 

rum producers. 

 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar223070
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar340230
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar519910


The slave trade was conducted for profit. The captains of slave ships therefore tried to 

deliver as many healthy slaves for as little cost as possible. Some captains used a 

system called loose packing to deliver slaves. Under that system, captains transported 

fewer slaves than their ships could carry in the hope of reducing sickness and death 

among them. Other captains preferred tight packing. They believed that many blacks 

would die on the voyages anyway and so carried as many slaves as their ships could 

hold. 

 

Most slave ship voyages across the Atlantic took several months. The slaves were 

chained below deck all day and all night except for brief periods of exercise. Their 

crowded conditions led to the chief horrors of the Middle Passage—filth, stench, 

disease, and death. 

 

The Atlantic slave trade operated from the mid-1400's to the mid-1800's. Between 10 

million and 12 million Africans were enslaved during this period. Of this total, what is 

now the United States received about 5 percent. 

 

The years of slavery 

Some scholars believe that the first blacks in America came with the expeditions led by 

Christopher Columbus, starting in 1492. Black slaves traveled to North and South 

America with French, Portuguese, and Spanish explorers throughout the 1500's. 

 

The best-known black to take part in the early explorations of North America was a 

slave named Estevanico. In 1539, he crossed what are now Arizona and New Mexico 

on an expedition sent by Antonio de Mendoza, ruler of Spain's colony in America. 

 

Colonial times. The first blacks in the American Colonies were brought in, like many 

lower-class whites, as indentured servants. Most indentured servants had a contract to 

work without wages for a master for four to seven years, after which they became free. 

Blacks brought in as slaves, however, had no right to eventual freedom. The first black 

indentured servants arrived in Jamestown in the colony of Virginia in 1619. They had 

been captured in Africa and were sold at auction in Jamestown. After completing their 

service, some black indentured servants bought property. But racial prejudice among 

white colonists forced most free blacks to remain in the lowest level of colonial society. 

 

The first black African slaves in the American Colonies also arrived during the early 

1600's. The slave population increased rapidly during the 1700's as newly established 

colonies in the South created a great demand for plantation workers. 

 



By 1750, about 200,000 slaves lived in the colonies. The majority lived in the South, 

where the warm climate and fertile soil encouraged the development of plantations that 

grew rice, tobacco, sugar cane, and later cotton. Most plantation slaves worked in the 

fields. Others were craftworkers, messengers, and servants. 

 

Only 12 percent of slaveowners operated plantations that had 20 or more slaves. But 

more than half of all the country's slaves worked on these plantations. Most of the other 

slaveowners had small farms and only a few slaves each. Under arrangements with 

their masters, some slaves could hire themselves out to work for other whites on farms 

or in city jobs. Such arrangements brought income to both the slaves and the masters. 

 

The cooler climate and rocky soil of the Northern and Middle colonies made it hard for 

most farmers there to earn large profits. Many slaves in those colonies worked as 

skilled and unskilled laborers in factories, homes, and shipyards and on fishing and 

trading ships. 

 

During the mid-1600's, the colonies began to pass laws called slave codes. In general, 

these codes prohibited slaves from owning weapons, receiving an education, meeting 

one another or moving about without the permission of their masters, and testifying 

against white people in court. Slaves received harsher punishments for some crimes 

than white people. A master usually received less punishment for killing a slave than for 

killing a free person for the same reason. Slaves on small farms probably had more 

freedom than plantation slaves, and slaves in urban areas had fewer restrictions in 

many cases than slaves in rural areas. 

 

By 1770, there may have been 40,000 or more free blacks in the American Colonies. 

They included runaway slaves, descendants of early indentured servants, and black 

immigrants from the Caribbean. Many free blacks opposed British rule. One of the best-

known African American patriots was Crispus Attucks, who died in the Boston Massacre 

of 1770 while mocking the presence of British soldiers. 

 

During the American Revolution (1775-1783), most blacks probably favored the British. 

They believed that a British victory would offer them their earliest or best chance for 

freedom. But about 5,000 blacks fought on the side of the colonists. Most of them were 

free blacks or slaves from the Northern and Middle colonies. Black heroes of the war 

included Peter Salem and Salem Poor of Massachusetts, who distinguished themselves 

in the Battle of Bunker Hill in 1775. 

 

The growth of slavery. By the early 1800's, more than 700,000 slaves lived in the 

South. They accounted for about a third of the region's people. Slaves outnumbered 



whites in South Carolina and made up over half the population in both Maryland and 

Virginia. 

 

Slavery began to develop even deeper roots in the South after Eli Whitney of 

Massachusetts invented his cotton gin in 1793. This machine removed the seeds from 

cotton as fast as 50 people working by hand. It probably contributed more to the growth 

of slavery than any other development. Whitney's gin enabled farmers to meet the 

rapidly rising demand for cotton. As a result, the Southern cotton industry expanded, 

and cotton became the chief crop in the region. The planters needed more and more 

workers to pick and bale the cotton, which led to large increases in the slave population. 

The thriving sugar cane plantations of Louisiana also used many slaves during the first 

half of the 1800's. By 1860, about 4 million slaves lived in the South. 

 

Numerous slaves protested against their condition. They used such day-to-day forms of 

rebellion as destroying property, running away, pretending illness, and disobeying 

orders. Major slave protests included armed revolts and mutinies. The most famous of 

about 200 such revolts was led by Nat Turner, a slave and preacher. The revolt broke 

out in 1831 in Southampton County in Virginia. The rebels killed about 60 white people 

before being captured. The best-known slave mutiny occurred in 1839 aboard La 

Amistad, off the coast of Cuba. A group of Africans, led by Joseph Cinque, brought the 

vessel to Long Island in New York. The slaves were given their freedom soon afterward. 

 

Slaves received beatings or other physical punishment for refusing to work, attempting 

to run away, or participating in plots or rebellions against their owners. Some slaves 

were executed for rebelling. 

 

Free blacks. The American Revolution helped lead to new attitudes about slavery, 

especially among whites in the North. The war inspired a spirit of liberty and an 

appreciation for the service of the black soldiers. Partly for this reason, some Northern 

legislatures adopted laws during the late 1700's that provided for the immediate or 

gradual end of slavery. Another reason for such laws was simply that slaves had no 

essential role in the main economic activities of the North. 

 

The census of 1790 revealed that the nation had about 59,000 free blacks, including 

about 27,000 in the North. By the early 1800's, most Northern states had taken steps to 

end slavery. Besides former slaves freed by law, free blacks included those who had 

been freed by their masters, who had bought their freedom, or who had been born of 

free parents. 

 



After the American Revolution, numerous free blacks found jobs in tobacco plants, 

textile mills, and other factories. Some worked in shipyards, on ships, and later in 

railroad construction. Many free blacks became skilled in carpentry and other trades. 

Some became merchants and editors. The best-known editors were Samuel Cornish 

and John Russwurm, who helped start the first black newspaper, Freedom's Journal, in 

1827. 

 

Most whites treated free blacks as inferiors. Many hotels, restaurants, theaters, and 

other public places barred them. Few states gave free blacks the right to vote. The 

children of most free blacks had to attend separate schools. Some colleges and 

universities, such as Bowdoin in Maine, and Oberlin in Ohio, admitted black students. 

But the limited number of admissions led to the opening of black colleges, including 

Lincoln University in Pennsylvania in 1854 and Wilberforce University in Ohio in 1856. 

 

In both the North and the South, churches either banned blacks or required them to sit 

apart from white people. As a result, some blacks set up their own churches. In 1816, 

Richard Allen, a black Philadelphia minister, helped set up the African Methodist 

Episcopal Church, the first black denomination in the country. 

 

The rising number of free blacks alarmed many whites and led to further restrictions on 

their activities. In parts of New England, free blacks could not visit any town without a 

pass. They also needed permission to entertain slaves in their homes. In the South, free 

blacks could be enslaved if caught without proof that they were free. Fears that free 

blacks would lead slave revolts encouraged almost all states to pass laws severely 

limiting the right of free blacks to own weapons. 

 

Increasing concern over the large number of free blacks led to the founding of the 

American Colonization Society in 1816. The society was sponsored by well-known 

supporters of slavery, including U.S. Representatives John C. Calhoun of South 

Carolina and Henry Clay of Kentucky. Their plan was to lessen "the race problem" by 

transporting free blacks on a voluntary basis to Africa. In 1822, the society established 

the black American colony of Liberia on the continent's west coast. In 1847, Liberia 

became the first self-governing black republic in Africa. However, most free blacks felt 

that the United States was their home. As a result, only about 12,000 of them had 

volunteered to settle in Liberia by 1850. 

 

Despite their inferior position, a number of free blacks won widespread recognition 

during the late 1700's and early 1800's. For example, Phillis Wheatley gained fame for 

her poetry. Newport Gardner distinguished himself in music. Benjamin Banneker, a 

mathematician, published outstanding almanacs. Notable black ministers included 



Absalom Jones in the North and George Liele and Andrew Bryan in the South. Paul 

Cuffe and James Forten gained great wealth in business. Tom Molineaux became 

known for his boxing skills. 

 

By 1860, the nation had about 490,000 free blacks. But most of them faced such severe 

discrimination that they were little better off than the slaves. 

 

The antislavery movement. Many white Americans, particularly Northerners, felt that 

slavery was evil and violated the ideals of democracy. However, plantation owners and 

other supporters of slavery regarded it as natural to the Southern way of life. They also 

argued that Southern culture introduced the slaves to Christianity and helped them 

become "civilized." Most white Southerners held such beliefs by 1860, though less than 

5 percent of them owned slaves and only about half the slaveowners had more than five 

slaves. In addition, Southern farmers insisted that they could not make money growing 

cotton without cheap slave labor. 

 

The Southern States hoped to expand slavery as new states were admitted to the 

Union. However, the Northern States feared they would lose power in Congress 

permanently if more states that permitted slavery were admitted. The North and the 

South thereby became increasingly divided over the spread of slavery. 

 

The slavery issue created heated debate in Congress after the Territory of Missouri 

applied for statehood in 1818. At the time, there were 11 slave states, in which slavery 

was allowed, and 11 free states, in which it was prohibited. Most Missourians supported 

slavery, but many Northern members of Congress did not want Missouri to become a 

slave state. In 1820, Congress reached a settlement known as the Missouri 

Compromise. This measure admitted Missouri as a slave state, but it also called for 

Maine to enter the Union as a free state. Congress thus preserved the balance between 

free and slave states at 12 each. 

 

New, aggressive opponents of slavery began to spring up in the North during the 

1830's. Their leaders included William Lloyd Garrison, Lucretia Mott, Lewis Tappan, and 

Theodore Dwight Weld. During the 1830's and 1840's, these white abolitionists were 

joined by many free blacks, including such former slaves as Frederick Douglass, Henry 

Highland Garnet, Harriet Tubman, and Sojourner Truth. 

 

Most of the abolitionist leaders attacked slavery in writings and public speeches. 

Garrison began to publish an antislavery newspaper, The Liberator, in 1831. Douglass, 

the most influential black leader of the time, started an abolitionist newspaper called 

the North Star in 1847. Tubman and many other abolitionists helped Southern slaves 



escape to the free states and Canada. Tubman returned to the South 19 times and 

personally led about 300 slaves to freedom. She and others used a network of routes 

and housing to assist the fleeing blacks. This network became known as 

the underground railroad. 

 

The deepening division over slavery. After 1848, Congress had to deal with the 

question of whether to permit slavery in the territories that the United States gained from 

Mexico as a result of the Mexican War (1846-1848). The territories covered what are 

now California, Nevada, Utah, and parts of four other states. Following angry debates 

among the members of Congress, Senators Henry Clay of Kentucky and Daniel 

Webster of Massachusetts helped work out a series of measures that became known as 

the Compromise of 1850. The Compromise allowed slavery to continue but prohibited 

the slave trade in Washington, D.C. A key measure in the Compromise admitted 

California to the Union as a free state. Another agreement gave the residents in the 

other newly acquired areas the right to decide for themselves whether to allow slavery. 

The Compromise included a federal fugitive slave law that was designed to help 

slaveowners get back runaway slaves. 

 

The Compromise of 1850 briefly ended the heated arguments in Congress over the 

slavery issue. However, the abolitionist movement and the hostility between the North 

and the South continued. The publication of Harriet Beecher Stowe's antislavery 

novel Uncle Tom's Cabin (1851-1852) greatly increased the tensions between 

Northerners and Southerners. In addition, attempts by Northerners to stop enforcement 

of the fugitive slave law further angered Southerners. 

 

The quarrel over slavery flared again in Congress in 1854, when it passed the Kansas-

Nebraska Act. This law created two federal territories, Kansas and Nebraska, and 

provided that the people of each territory could decide whether to permit slavery. Most 

Nebraskans opposed slavery. However, bitter, bloody conflicts broke out between 

supporters and opponents of slavery in Kansas. In 1856, for example, the militant 

abolitionist John Brown led a raid against supporters of slavery in a small settlement on 

Pottawatomie Creek in Kansas. Brown's group killed five men and focused the nation's 

attention on the conflict in the territory, which became known as "Bleeding Kansas." In 

the end, Kansas joined the Union as a free state in 1861. 

 

Supporters of slavery won a major victory in 1857, when the Supreme Court of the 

United States issued its ruling in the case of Dred Scott v. Sandford. In the Dred Scott 

Decision, the court denied the claim of Scott, a slave, that his residence in a free state 

and later a free territory for a time made him free. The court also declared that no 



black—free or slave—could be a U.S. citizen. In addition, it stated that Congress had no 

power to ban the spread of slavery. 

 

Tension in the South increased again in 1859, when John Brown led another abolitionist 

group in seizing the United States arsenal at Harpers Ferry in Virginia (now West 

Virginia). Federal troops quickly captured Brown, and he was executed later that year. 

But his raid helped convince many Southerners that the slavery issue would lead to 

fighting between the North and the South. 

 

The end of slavery. Slavery became a major issue in the U.S. presidential election of 

1860. Many Democrats in the North opposed the spread of slavery, but Democrats in 

the South favored it. Each group nominated its own candidate for president, thereby 

splitting their party. Most Republicans opposed the expansion of slavery. They chose 

Abraham Lincoln of Illinois as their presidential candidate. In November 1860, he was 

elected president.   

 

The American Civil War. Southerners feared that Lincoln would limit or end slavery. 

On Dec. 20, 1860, South Carolina seceded (withdrew) from the Union. Early in 1861, six 

other Southern states seceded. The seceded states took the name Confederate States 

of America. On April 12, 1861, Confederate troops attacked Fort Sumter, a United 

States military base in South Carolina, and the American Civil War began. Four more 

slave states joined the Confederacy soon afterward. Four other slave states—Missouri, 

Kentucky, Maryland, and Delaware—remained loyal to the Union. 

 

At the start of the Civil War, Lincoln's chief concern was to preserve the Union, not to 

end slavery. He therefore refused requests of African Americans to join the Union Army. 

He felt that their participation in the war could lead more slave states to secede. Lincoln 

also knew that many Northerners were hostile toward blacks and so might oppose the 

use of black troops. 

 

A number of developments gradually persuaded Lincoln to make the war a fight against 

slavery. For example, some Union military commanders, without the president's 

consent, had freed the slaves in areas they had conquered. Furthermore, abolitionists 

and black leaders urged that the war be fought to end slavery, and they demanded the 

use of black troops. Most importantly, the war was going badly for the Union. By fighting 

against slavery, Lincoln hoped to strengthen the war effort in the North and weaken it in 

the South. 

 

In March 1862, Lincoln gave Congress a plan for the gradual freedom of slaves. The 

plan included payment for the slaveowners. In April, Lincoln approved legislation that 



ended slavery in the District of Columbia and provided funds for any freed slaves who 

wished to move to Haiti or Liberia. In June, Lincoln signed a bill that ended slavery in all 

federal territories. 

 

By July 1862, Lincoln was ready to accept African Americans in the Union Army. In 

September, he issued a preliminary order to emancipate (free) the slaves. It declared 

that all slaves in areas or states in rebellion against the United States on Jan. 1, 1863, 

would be forever free. The order excluded areas still loyal to the Union, meaning that 

they might retain slaves. The order had no immediate effect in the Southern-controlled 

areas, but it meant that each Union victory brought the end of slavery closer. The final 

order was issued on Jan. 1, 1863, as the Emancipation Proclamation. African 

Americans referred to that day as the Day of Jubilee. Bells rang from the spires of most 

Northern black churches to celebrate the day. 

 

Over 200,000 African Americans fought on the side of the Union. They were 

discriminated against in pay, assignments, and rank. Nevertheless, many of them 

contributed greatly to the war effort. Robert Smalls of South Carolina, a harbor pilot, 

was one of the first black heroes of the war. In 1862, he sailed a Confederate ship, 

the Planter, out of Charleston Harbor and turned it over to the Union. Smalls then joined 

the Union Navy. In 1863, black regiments played an important role in the attack on Port 

Hudson, Louisiana. The fall of Port Hudson helped the Union gain control of the 

Mississippi River. Altogether, 23 blacks won the Medal of Honor, the nation's highest 

military award, for heroism during the Civil War. 

 

About 40,000 black troops—nearly all of them Union troops—died during the war. In 

April 1865, the main Southern army surrendered. In December 1865, the adoption of 

the 13th Amendment to the Constitution of the United States officially ended slavery 

throughout the nation. 

 

The first years of freedom. The period of rebuilding that followed the Civil War 

became known as Reconstruction. A major concern during Reconstruction was the 

condition of the approximately 4 million freedmen (freed slaves). Most of them had no 

homes, were desperately poor, and could not read and write. 

 

To help the freed slaves and homeless whites, Congress established the Bureau of 

Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands. The agency, better known as the 

Freedmen's Bureau, operated from 1865 until 1872. It issued food and supplies to 

blacks; set up more than 100 hospitals; resettled more than 30,000 people; and founded 

over 4,300 schools. Some of the schools developed into outstanding black institutions, 



such as Clark Atlanta University in Georgia, Fisk University in Nashville, Hampton 

University in Virginia, and Howard University in Washington, D.C. 

 

In spite of its achievements, the Freedmen's Bureau did not solve the serious economic 

problems of African Americans. Most of them continued to live in poverty. They also 

suffered from racist threats and violence and from laws restricting their civil rights. All 

these problems cast a deep shadow over their new freedom. 

 

The legal restrictions on black civil rights arose in 1865 and 1866, when many Southern 

state governments passed laws that became known as the black codes. These laws 

were like the earlier slave codes. Some black codes prohibited blacks from owning land. 

Others established a nightly curfew for blacks. Some permitted states to jail blacks for 

being jobless. 

 

The black codes shocked a powerful group of Northern congressmen called Radical 

Republicans. These senators and representatives won congressional approval of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1866. The act gave African Americans the rights and privileges of full 

citizenship. The 14th Amendment to the Constitution, adopted in 1868, further 

guaranteed the citizenship of blacks. However, most Southern whites resented the new 

status of blacks. The whites simply could not accept the idea of former slaves voting 

and holding office. As a result, attempts by Southern blacks to vote, run for public office, 

or claim other civil rights were met by increasing violence from whites in the South. In 

1865 and 1866, about 5,000 Southern blacks were murdered. Forty-six blacks were 

killed when their schools and churches were burned in Memphis in May 1866. In July, 

34 blacks were killed during a race riot in New Orleans. 

 

Some law enforcement officers encouraged or participated in assaults on blacks. But 

lawless groups carried out most attacks. One of the largest, the Ku Klux Klan, was 

organized in 1865 or 1866 in Pulaski, Tennessee. Bands of hooded Klansmen rode at 

night and beat and murdered many blacks and their white sympathizers. The Klan did 

much to deny blacks their civil and human rights throughout Reconstruction. 

 

The federal government tried to maintain the rights of African Americans. In 1870 and 

1871, Congress passed laws authorizing the use of federal troops to enforce the voting 

rights of blacks. These laws were known as the Enforcement Acts or the Ku Klux Klan 

Acts. In addition, President Ulysses S. Grant signed a proclamation demanding respect 

for the civil rights of all Americans. 

 

Temporary gains. The policies of the Radical Republicans enabled African Americans 

to participate widely in the nation's political system for the first time. Congress provided 



for black men to become voters in the South and called for constitutional conventions to 

be held in the defeated states. Many blacks attended the conventions held in 1867 and 

1868. They helped rewrite Southern state constitutions and other basic laws to replace 

the black codes drawn up by whites in 1865 and 1866. In the legislatures elected under 

the new constitutions, however, blacks had a majority of seats only in the lower house in 

South Carolina. Most of the chief legislative and executive positions were held by 

Northern white Republicans who had moved to the South and by their white Southern 

allies. Angry white Southerners called the Northerners carpetbaggers to suggest that 

they could carry everything they owned when they came South in a carpetbag, or 

suitcase. 

 

African Americans elected to important posts during Reconstruction included U.S. 

Senators Hiram R. Revels and Blanche K. Bruce of Mississippi and U.S. 

Representatives Joseph H. Rainey of South Carolina and Jefferson Long of Georgia. 

Others were Oscar J. Dunn, lieutenant governor of Louisiana; Richard Gleaves and 

Alonzo J. Ransier, lieutenant governors of South Carolina; P. B. S. Pinchback, acting 

governor of Louisiana; Francis L. Cardozo, secretary of state and state treasurer of 

South Carolina; and Jonathan Jasper Wright, an associate justice of the South Carolina 

Supreme Court. Most of them had college educations. 

 

By the early 1870's, Northern whites had lost interest in the Reconstruction policies of 

the Radical Republicans. They grew tired of hearing about the continual conflict 

between Southern blacks and whites. Most Northern whites wanted to put 

Reconstruction behind them and turn to other things. Federal troops sent to the South to 

protect blacks were gradually withdrawn. Southern whites who had stayed away from 

elections to protest black participation started voting again. White Democrats then 

began to regain control of the state governments from the blacks and their white 

Republican associates. In 1877, the last federal troops were withdrawn. By the end of 

that year, the Democrats held power in all the Southern state governments.  

 

The growth of discrimination.  During the late 1800's, blacks in the South increasingly 

suffered from segregation, the loss of voting rights, and other forms of discrimination. 

Their condition reflected beliefs held by most Southern whites that whites were born 

superior to blacks with respect to intelligence, talents, and moral standards. In 1881, the 

Tennessee legislature passed a law that required railroad passengers to be separated 

by race. In 1890, Mississippi adopted several measures that in effect ended voting by 

African Americans. These measures included the passing of reading and writing tests 

and the payment of a poll tax before a person could vote. 

 



Several decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court enabled the Southern States to establish 

"legal" segregation practices. In 1883, for example, the court declared the Civil Rights 

Act of 1875 to be unconstitutional. That act had guaranteed blacks the right to be 

admitted to any public place. 

 

The Civil Rights Act of 1866 and the 14th Amendment to the Constitution, ratified in 

1868, had forbidden the states to deny equal rights to any person. But in 1896, the 

Supreme Court ruled in the case of Plessy v. Ferguson that a Louisiana law requiring 

the separation of black and white railroad passengers was constitutional. The court 

argued that segregation in itself did not represent inequality and that separate public 

facilities could be provided for the races as long as the facilities were equal. This ruling, 

known as the "separate but equal doctrine," became the basis of Southern race 

relations. In practice, however, nearly all the separate schools, places of recreation, and 

other public facilities provided for blacks were far inferior to those provided for whites. 

 

In spite of the increasing difficulties for African Americans, a number of them won 

distinction during the late 1800's. For example, Samuel Lowery started a school for 

blacks in Huntsville, Alabama, in 1875 and won prizes at international fairs for silk made 

at the school. In 1883, Jan E. Matzeliger invented a revolutionary shoe-lasting machine 

that shaped the upper part of a shoe and fastened it to the sole. In 1887, Joe Clark and 

a group of other blacks founded Eatonville, Florida. It was the first African American 

settlement in the United States to be incorporated. Mary Church Terrell helped found 

the National Association of Colored Women in 1896 and advised government leaders 

on racial problems. Charles Waddell Chesnutt wroteThe Conjure Woman, published in 

1899. He became one of the first major African American novelists and short-story 

writers. 

 

During the early 1900's, discrimination against Southern blacks became even more 

widespread. By 1907, every Southern state required racial segregation on trains and in 

churches, schools, hotels, restaurants, theaters, and other public places. The Southern 

States also adopted an election practice known as the white primary. The states banned 

blacks from voting in the Democratic Party's primary elections by calling them "private 

affairs." But the winners of the primary elections were certain of victory in the general 

elections because Republican and independent candidates got little support from whites 

and rarely ran for office. By 1910, every Southern state had taken away or begun to 

take away the right of African Americans to vote. 

 

The Ku Klux Klan used threats, beatings, and killings in its efforts to keep blacks from 

voting. More than 3,000 blacks had been lynched during the late 1800's, and the Klan 



and similar groups lynched hundreds more throughout the South during the early 

1900's. 

 

African Americans had little opportunity to better themselves economically. Some laws 

prohibited them from teaching and from entering certain other businesses and 

professions. Large numbers of blacks had to take low-paying jobs as farm hands or 

servants for white employers. Many other blacks became sharecroppers or tenant 

farmers. They rented a small plot of land and paid the rent with money earned from the 

crops. They had to struggle to survive, and many ran up huge debts to their white 

landlords or the town merchants. 

 

The rise of new black leaders. By the early 1900's, the educator Booker T. 

Washington had become the most influential African American leader. Washington, a 

former slave, had been principal of Tuskegee Institute (now Tuskegee University) in 

Alabama since 1881. He urged blacks to stop demanding political power and social 

equality and to concentrate on economic advancement. Washington especially 

encouraged blacks to practice thrift and respect hard work. He asked whites to help 

blacks gain an education and make a decent living. Washington believed his program 

would lead to progress for blacks and would keep peace between the races. 

 

Many African Americans agreed with Washington's ideas. But many others strongly 

rejected them. The chief opposition came from W. E. B. Du Bois, a sociologist and 

historian at Atlanta University. Du Bois's reputation rested on such works as The 

Suppression of the African Slave-Trade to the United States of America, 1638-

1870 (1896) and The Souls of Black Folk (1903). 

 

Du Bois argued that Washington's approach would not achieve economic security for 

African Americans. Instead, Du Bois felt Washington's acceptance of segregation and 

the rest of his program would strengthen the beliefs that blacks were inferior and could 

be treated unequally. As evidence for their position, Du Bois and his supporters pointed 

to the continuing lynching of blacks and to the passage of additional segregation laws in 

the South. In 1905, Du Bois and other critics of Washington met in Niagara Falls, 

Canada, and organized a campaign to protest racial discrimination. Their campaign 

became known as the Niagara Movement. 

 

Bitter hostility toward blacks erupted into several race riots during the early 1900's. 

Major riots broke out in Brownsville, Texas, and Atlanta, Georgia, in 1906 and in 

Springfield, Illinois, in 1908. The riots alarmed many white Northerners as well as many 

blacks. In 1909, a number of white Northerners joined some of the blacks in the Niagara 

Movement to form the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 



(NAACP). The NAACP vowed to fight for racial equality. The organization relied mainly 

on legal action, education, protests, and voter participation to pursue its goals. 

 

The black migration to the North. The efforts of new black leaders and of the NAACP 

did little to end the discrimination, police brutality, and lynchings suffered by Southern 

blacks during the early 1900's. In addition, Southern farmers had great crop losses 

because of floods and insect pests. All these problems persuaded many Southern 

blacks to move to the North. This movement is sometimes called the “Great Migration.” 

During World War I (1914-1918), hundreds of thousands of Southern blacks migrated to 

the North to seek jobs in defense plants and other factories. The National Urban 

League, founded in New York City in 1910, helped the newcomers adjust to city life. 

About 400,000 African Americans served in the armed forces during World War I. They 

were put in all-black military units. 

 

Between 1910 and 1930, about 1 million Southern blacks moved to the North. Most of 

them quickly discovered that the North did not offer solutions to their problems. They 

lacked the skills and education needed for the jobs they sought. Many of them had to 

become laborers or servants and thus do the same kinds of work they had done in the 

South. Others could find no work at all. Numerous blacks were forced to live crowded 

together in cheap, unsanitary, run-down housing. Large all-black slums developed in big 

cities throughout the North. The segregated housing promoted segregated schooling. 

Poverty, crime, and despair plagued the black communities, which became known 

as ghettos. 

 

After World War I, race relations grew increasingly tense in the Northern cities. The 

hostility partly reflected the growing competition for jobs and housing between blacks 

and whites. In addition, many African American veterans, after fighting for democracy, 

returned home with expectations of justice and equality. The mounting tension helped 

the Ku Klux Klan recruit thousands of members in the North. In the summer of 1918, 10 

people were killed and 60 were injured in racial violence in Chester and Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. A series of riots erupted in the summer of 1919. By the end of the year, 

25 race riots had broken out across the country. At least 100 people died and many 

more were injured in the riots. 

 

The Garvey movement offered new hope for many African Americans deeply disturbed 

by the race riots of 1918 and 1919 and the economic and social injustice they 

encountered. The movement had begun when Marcus Garvey founded the Universal 

Negro Improvement Association in Jamaica in 1914. In 1917, Garvey brought the 

movement to Harlem, a black community in New York City. By the mid-1920's, he had 

established more than 700 branches of the association in 38 states. 



 

Garvey tried to develop racial pride among blacks. But he doubted that their life in the 

United States would ever be much improved. As a result, Garvey urged the 

establishment of a new homeland in Africa for dissatisfied black Americans. His plans 

collapsed, however, when he was sent to prison in 1925 after having been convicted of 

using the mails to commit fraud. 

 

The Harlem Renaissance and other achievements. The Harlem Renaissance was an 

outpouring of African American literature chiefly in Harlem in the early 1900's, 

particularly in the 1920's. It demonstrated that some blacks had acquired talents within 

American society which whites as well as blacks could appreciate. The writers drew 

their themes from the experiences of blacks in the Northern cities and the rural South. 

The best-known writers included James Weldon Johnson, Langston Hughes, Nella 

Larsen, Claude McKay, Countee Cullen, Jessie Redmon Fauset, and Jean Toomer. 

African American musicians also gained fame among whites as well as blacks during 

the early 1900's. A black bandleader named W. C. Handy, who had composed "St. 

Louis Blues" in 1914, became known as the father of the blues. Jazz grew out of black 

folk blues and ballads. The African American bandleaders Louis Armstrong and Duke 

Ellington became the country's leading jazz musicians. 

 

Another noted African American of the early 1900's was the great agricultural 

researcher George Washington Carver. Carver created hundreds of products from 

peanuts, sweet potatoes, and other plants and revolutionized Southern agriculture. 

Other famous African Americans of the time included labor leader A. Philip Randolph; 

journalist Ida Wells-Barnett; singer, actor, and political activist Paul Robeson; actress 

Hattie McDaniel, the first African American to win an Academy Award; dancer Bill 

Robinson; U.S. Representative Oscar DePriest of Illinois; Olympic track and field gold 

medalist Jesse Owens; and heavyweight boxing champions Jack Johnson and Joe 

Louis. 

 

The Great Depression was a worldwide business slump in the 1930's. The Depression 

brought hard times for most Americans, but especially for blacks, who became the chief 

victims of job discrimination. They adopted the slogan "Last Hired and First Fired" to 

express their situation. 

 

To help ease the poverty in the ghettos, African Americans organized cooperative 

groups. These groups included the Colored Merchants Association in New York City 

and "Jobs for Negroes" organizations in St. Louis, Chicago, Cleveland, and New York 

City. The groups bought food and other goods in large volume to get the lowest prices. 

They boycotted stores that had mostly black customers but few, if any, black workers. 



 

Most African Americans felt that President Herbert Hoover, a Republican, had done little 

to try to end the Depression. In the elections of 1932, some black voters deserted their 

traditional loyalty to the Republican Party. They no longer saw it as the party of 

Abraham Lincoln the emancipator but of Hoover and the Depression. In 1936, for the 

first time, most African Americans supported the Democratic Party candidate for 

president, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and helped him win reelection. 

 

Roosevelt called his program the New Deal. It included measures of reform, relief, and 

recovery and benefited many blacks. A group of blacks advised Roosevelt on the 

problems of African Americans. This group, called the Black Cabinet, included William 

H. Hastie and Mary McLeod Bethune. Hastie served as assistant solicitor in the 

Department of the Interior, as a U.S. district court judge in the Virgin Islands, and as a 

civilian aide to the secretary of war. Bethune, founder of what is now Bethune-Cookman 

University in Daytona Beach, Florida, directed the black affairs division of a federal 

agency called the National Youth Administration. As a result of the New Deal, African 

Americans developed a strong loyalty to the Democratic Party. 

 

African Americans deeply admired President Roosevelt's wife, Eleanor, for her stand in 

an incident in 1939 involving the great concert singer Marian Anderson. The Daughters 

of the American Revolution (DAR), an organization of women directly descended from 

people who fought in the American Revolution, owned Constitution Hall in Washington, 

D.C. The DAR denied Anderson permission to perform at Constitution Hall because she 

was black. Eleanor Roosevelt then resigned from the DAR and helped arrange for 

Anderson to sing, instead, at the Lincoln Memorial on Easter Sunday. Over 75,000 

blacks and whites attended the concert. 

 

During the early 1940's, the NAACP stepped up its legal campaign against racial 

discrimination. The campaign achieved a number of important victories, including 

several favorable rulings by the U.S. Supreme Court. In 1941, for example, the court 

ruled that separate facilities for white and black railroad passengers must be 

significantly equal. In 1944, the court declared that the white primary, which excluded 

blacks from voting in the only meaningful elections in the South, was unconstitutional. 

 

Besides taking legal action, African Americans used new tactics to attack segregation in 

public places. In 1943, for example, the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) launched 

a sit-in at a Chicago restaurant. In this protest, blacks sat in places reserved for white 

people. 

 



World War II (1939-1945) opened up new economic opportunities for African 

Americans. Like World War I, it led to expanding defense-related industries and 

encouraged many rural Southern blacks to seek jobs in Northern industrial cities. During 

the 1940's, about a million Southern blacks moved to the North. Discrimination again 

prevented many of them from getting work. In 1941, blacks led by A. Philip Randolph of 

the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters threatened to march in Washington, D.C., to 

protest job discrimination. President Roosevelt then issued an executive order 

forbidding racial discrimination in defense industries. 

 

Nearly 1 million African Americans served in the U.S. armed services during World War 

II, mostly in segregated units. In 1940, Benjamin O. Davis became the first black 

brigadier general in the U.S. Army. His son, Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., later became the 

first black lieutenant general in the Air Force. Desegregation of the armed forces began 

on a trial basis during the war. It became a permanent policy in 1948. 

 

The Civil Rights Movement 

 

The beginning. After World War II, three major factors encouraged the beginning of a 

new movement for civil rights. First, many African Americans had served with honor in 

the war. Black leaders pointed to the records of these veterans to show the injustice of 

racial discrimination against patriots. Second, African Americans in the urban North had 

made economic gains, increased their education, and registered to vote. Third, the 

NAACP had attracted many new members and received increased financial support 

from whites and blacks. It also included a new group of bright young lawyers. 

 

Rulings by the U.S. Supreme Court during the 1940's and 1950's brought major 

victories for African Americans. In several decisions between 1948 and 1951, the court 

ruled that separate higher education facilities for blacks must be equal to those for 

whites. Largely because of federal court rulings, laws permitting racial discrimination in 

housing and recreation also began to be struck down. Many of these rulings came in 

cases brought by the NAACP. An increasing number of blacks began to move into all-

white areas of Northern cities. Many whites then moved out of the cities to suburbs. 

 

The NAACP and the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund won a historic 

victory in 1954. That year, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in the case of Brown v. Board 

of Education of Topeka that segregation in the public schools was in itself unequal and 

thus unconstitutional. The suit had been filed because the school board had not allowed 

a black student named Linda Brown to attend an all-white school near her home. The 

court's decision rejected the separate but equal ruling of 1896 and inspired African 

Americans to strike out against other discrimination, particularly in public places. 



 

In 1955, Emmett Till, a black teenager, was beaten and killed while visiting Money, 

Mississippi. Two white men were charged with the murder but were acquitted by an all-

white jury. The men later admitted to the crime. Till's murder sparked widespread 

outrage and led to increased support for the civil rights movement. 

 

Rosa Parks, a seamstress and civil rights activist in Montgomery, Alabama, became a 

symbol of African Americans' bold new action to attain their civil rights. In 1955, she was 

arrested for disobeying a city law that required blacks to give up their bus seats when 

white people wished to sit in their seats or in the same row. Montgomery's blacks 

protested her arrest by refusing to ride the buses. Their protest lasted 382 days, ending 

when the U.S. Supreme Court declared segregated seating on the city's buses 

unconstitutional. The boycott became the first organized mass protest by blacks in 

Southern history. It also focused national attention on its leader, Martin Luther King, Jr., 

a Montgomery Baptist minister. 

 

Many Southern communities acted slowly in desegregating their public schools. 

Governor Orval E. Faubus of Arkansas symbolized Southern resistance. In 1957, he 

defied a federal court order to integrate Little Rock Central High School. Faubus sent 

the Arkansas National Guard to prevent black students from entering the school, but 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower used federal troops to enforce the court order. 

 

The growing movement. In 1957, King and other black Southern clergymen formed 

the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) to coordinate the work of civil 

rights groups. King urged African Americans to use peaceful means to achieve their 

goals. In 1960, a group of black and white college students organized the Student 

Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) to help in the civil rights movement. They 

joined with young people from the SCLC, CORE, and the NAACP in staging sit-ins, 

boycotts, marches, and freedom rides (bus rides to test the enforcement of 

desegregation in interstate transportation). During the early 1960's, the combined efforts 

of the civil rights groups ended discrimination in many public places, including 

restaurants, hotels, theaters, and cemeteries. 

 

Numerous cities and towns remained unaffected by the civil rights movement. African 

American leaders therefore felt the United States needed a clear, strong federal policy 

that would erase the remaining discrimination in public places. To attract national 

attention to that need, King and such other leaders as A. Philip Randolph, Bayard 

Rustin, Roy Wilkins of the NAACP, James L. Farmer of CORE, and Whitney M. Young, 

Jr., of the Urban League organized a march in Washington, D.C., in August 1963. About 



250,000 people, including many whites, took part in what was called the March on 

Washington. 

 

A high point of the March on Washington was a stirring speech by King. He told the 

crowd that he had a dream that one day all Americans would enjoy equality and justice. 

Afterward, President John F. Kennedy proposed strong laws to protect the civil rights of 

all U.S. citizens. But many people, particularly Southerners, opposed such legislation. 

 

Kennedy was assassinated in November 1963, and Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson 

became president. Johnson persuaded Congress to pass Kennedy's proposed laws in 

the Civil Rights Act of 1964. This act prohibited racial discrimination in public places and 

called for equal opportunity in employment and education. King won the 1964 Nobel 

Peace Prize for leading nonviolent demonstrations for civil rights. 

 

African American celebrities not directly involved with civil rights groups also contributed 

to the growing civil rights movement. Author James Baldwin criticized white Americans 

for their prejudice against blacks. Other noted African Americans who promoted civil 

rights causes included boxer Muhammad Ali, singer Harry Belafonte, dancer Katherine 

Dunham, comedian Dick Gregory, gospel singer Mahalia Jackson, and artist Charles 

White. 

 

Political gains. In the South, many elected officials and police officers refused to 

enforce court rulings and federal laws that gave blacks equality. In some cases, this 

opposition extended to the right to vote. 

 

In 1965, a major dispute over voting rights broke out in Selma, Alabama. King had gone 

there in January to assist African Americans seeking the right to vote. He was joined by 

many blacks and whites from throughout the country. In the next two months, at least 

three people were killed and hundreds were beaten as opposition to King's efforts 

increased. Authorities continued to deny blacks their voting rights. In late March, King 

began leading about 3,200 people, guarded by federal troops, from Selma to 

Montgomery. By the time the marchers reached the Montgomery State Capitol Building, 

the crowd had grown to 25,000. There, King demanded that African Americans be given 

the right to vote without unjust restrictions. 

 

Largely as a result of the activities in Selma, Congress passed the Voting Rights Act of 

1965. The act banned the use of a literacy test as a requirement to vote. The law also 

ordered the U.S. attorney general to begin court action that ended the use of a poll tax 

as a voting requirement. In places where voter registration had been unjustly denied, 

the Voting Rights Act provided for federal officials to supervise voter registration. The 



law also forbade major changes in voting laws without approval of the U.S. attorney 

general. The act gave the vote to hundreds of thousands of Southern blacks who had 

never voted. It thus led to a large increase in the number of black elected officials. 

 

African Americans began to take an increasingly important role in the national 

government during the mid-1900's. In 1950, U.S. diplomat Ralph J. Bunche became the 

first black person to win the Nobel Peace Prize. In 1966, Robert C. Weaver became the 

first black Cabinet member as secretary of housing and urban development. In 1967, 

Thurgood Marshall became the first black justice on the Supreme Court. In 1969, 

Shirley Chisholm of New York became the first black woman to serve in the U.S. House 

of Representatives.  

 

Economic and social progress. In 1965, President Johnson declared that it was not 

enough simply to end de jure segregation—that is, separation of the races by law. It 

was also necessary to eliminate de facto segregation—that is, racial separation in fact 

and based largely on custom. Johnson called for programs of "affirmative action" that 

would offer blacks equal opportunity with whites in areas where discrimination had a 

long history and still existed. Many businesses and schools then began to adopt 

affirmative action programs. These programs, some of which were ordered by the 

federal government, gave hundreds of thousands of blacks new economic and 

educational opportunities. 

 

The new economic opportunities enabled many African Americans to increase their 

incomes significantly during the mid-1900's. This development, in turn, greatly 

expanded the black middle class. 

 

Racial barriers fell in several professional sports and in the arts during the mid-1900's. 

In 1947, Jackie Robinson of the Brooklyn Dodgers became the first black player in 

modern major league baseball. He had an outstanding career and became a national 

hero. Other black sports heroes of the mid-1900's included Willie Mays, Hank Aaron, 

and Frank Robinson in baseball; Jim Brown and Gale Sayers in football; and Oscar 

Robertson, Bill Russell, and Wilt Chamberlain in basketball. In 1966, Russell became 

the first black head coach in major league professional sports. He was named coach of 

the Boston Celtics of the National Basketball Association. 

 

In the arts, Gwendolyn Brooks became the first African American to win a Pulitzer Prize. 

She received the award in 1950 for a collection of poems titledAnnie Allen. In 1955, 

Marian Anderson became the first black person to sing a leading role with the 

Metropolitan Opera in New York City. In 1958, Alvin Ailey formed one of the finest 

dance companies in the United States. In 1963, Sidney Poitier became the first African 



American to win the Academy Award for a leading role when he won the best actor 

award for Lilies of the Field. 

 

Unrest in the cities. Since the start of the civil rights movement, various court 

decisions, laws, and protests had removed great legal injustices long suffered by 

African Americans. But many blacks continued to be discriminated against in jobs, law 

enforcement, and housing. They saw little change in the long-held racist attitudes of 

numerous white Americans. 

 

During the 1960's, unrest among blacks living in urban ghettoes exploded into a series 

of riots that shook the nation. The first riot occurred in Harlem in the summer of 1964. In 

August 1965, 34 people died and almost 900 were injured in an outburst in the black 

ghetto of Watts in Los Angeles. During the next two summers, major riots erupted in 

numerous cities across the nation. 

 

The race riots puzzled many people because they came at a time when African 

Americans had made huge gains in the campaign for full freedom. In 1967, President 

Johnson established a commission headed by Governor Otto Kerner of Illinois to study 

the causes of the outbreaks. In its March 1968 report, the Kerner Commission put much 

of the blame on racial prejudice of whites. It said that the average black American was 

still poorly housed, poorly clothed, underpaid, and undereducated. African Americans, 

the report said, still often suffered from segregation, police abuse, and other forms of 

discrimination. The commission recommended vast programs to improve ghetto 

conditions and called for greater changes in the racial attitudes of white Americans. 

 

Less than a month after the Kerner Commission report was issued, race riots broke out 

in at least 100 black communities across the nation. The rioting followed the 

assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., on April 4 in Memphis, Tenn. James Earl Ray, 

a white drifter, was convicted of the crime and sentenced to 99 years in prison. King's 

murder helped President Johnson persuade Congress to approve the Civil Rights Act of 

1968. This law, also known in part as the Fair Housing Act of 1968, prohibited racial 

discrimination in the sale and rental of most of the housing in the nation. 

 

Black militancy. During the height of the civil rights movement, some blacks claimed 

that it was almost impossible to change white racial attitudes. They saw the movement 

as meaningless and urged blacks to live apart from whites and, in some cases, to use 

violence to preserve their rights. Groups promoting these ideas included the Black 

Muslims, the Black Panthers, and members of the Black Power Movement. 

 



The Black Muslims had been led since 1934 by Elijah Muhammad, who called whites 

"devils." He also criticized racial integration and urged formation of an all-black nation 

within the United States. But the most eloquent spokesman for the Black Muslims 

during the 1950's and 1960's was Malcolm X. Malcolm wanted to unite black people 

throughout the world. He was assassinated in 1965 after forming a new organization to 

pursue his goal. Three black men, at least two of whom were Black Muslims, were 

convicted of the murder. 

 

The Black Panther Party was founded in 1966. Its two main founders, Huey P. Newton 

and Bobby Seale, had been inspired by Malcolm X. At first, the party favored violent 

revolution as the only way to end police actions that many blacks considered brutal and 

to provide opportunities for blacks in jobs and other areas. The Panthers had many 

clashes with police and others. Later, the party became less militant and worked to 

achieve full employment for blacks and other peaceful goals. 

 

The Black Power Movement developed in 1966 after James H. Meredith, the first 

African American to attend the University of Mississippi, was shot during a march. The 

shooting and other racial violence made Stokely Carmichael, H. Rap Brown, and other 

members of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) doubt the sincerity 

of white support for black rights. Such doubts prompted SNCC to expel its white 

members. 

 

Carmichael and other African Americans called for a campaign to achieve "Black 

Power." They urged blacks to gain political and economic control of their own 

communities and to reject the values of whites. The leaders stressed that "black is 

beautiful" and called on blacks to form their own standards. They suggested that black 

Americans no longer refer to themselves as Negroes or colored people but as blacks, 

African Americans, or Afro-Americans. 

 

Developments since 1970. African Americans have achieved great progress in 

education and politics since the 1970’s. Many blacks have also won great recognition in 

such fields as sports and the arts.  

 

Education. From 1970 to the first decade of the 2000's, college enrollments among 

African Americans rose from about half a million to about 2 million students. This gain 

resulted in part from affirmative action programs by predominantly white colleges and 

universities. By the first decade of the 2000's, about 20 percent of all blacks had 

received a bachelor's degree. 

 



A black studies movement emerged on college campuses throughout the nation during 

the 1970's and drew increasing attention to the heritage of African Americans. In 

addition, black musical and theater groups and African American museums were 

established in almost every U.S. city with a fairly large black population. 

 

In the 1980's and 1990's, courses of study based on an approach called Afrocentrism 

gained popularity. These courses aimed to teach the culture and history of Africans and 

African Americans. Educators soon developed a broader curriculum calledmulticultural 

education, designed to help students from all backgrounds appreciate diverse cultures 

and peoples. Most of the programs emphasize the past and present accomplishments 

of African Americans and other groups. Educators think it is important to recognize the 

injustices that have sometimes been suffered by African Americans and other minority 

groups. Many educators also believe that such teaching builds the self-esteem of 

African American children and improves their success in school. 

Another trend in education is the growing acceptance of African American English 

(AAE), a variation of English spoken by many black Americans. AAE is also called black 

English or Ebonics (ee BAHN ihks). Educators have developed courses to teach the 

grammatical rules, pronunciation, and vocabulary of AAE. A knowledge of AAE can help 

teachers improve their instruction of African American students. Some schools also 

employ it as an aid in the teaching of standard English. 

 

Affirmative action. Supreme Court decisions from the 1970's to the early 2000's 

sharply limited affirmative action programs. In 1978, the court ruled that racial quotas 

could not be used in admitting students to colleges and universities. In 1995, it ruled 

that federal programs requiring preferences based on race are unconstitutional unless 

preferences are designed to make up for specific instances of past discrimination. This 

meant that affirmative action could no longer be used to counteract racial discrimination 

by society as a whole. In 1989, the court had made a similar decision regarding state 

and local affirmative action programs. 

 

The 1995 ruling was supported by Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas, an African 

American who replaced Thurgood Marshall on the court when Marshall retired in 1991. 

Thomas had long been an outspoken opponent of affirmative action. He based his 

opposition on the principle that the government may not treat individuals differently 

based on race. Many other blacks, however, continued to believe that broad affirmative 

action programs were needed to help minorities overcome past discrimination and 

eventually compete on an equal basis with whites. In 2003, the Supreme Court ruled 

that, within certain limits, colleges and universities could use race as a factor in 

selecting students for admission. 

 



Politics. Many African American leaders stressed the use of political means to solve 

the problems of blacks. They urged more African Americans to vote and to run for public 

office. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 led to the removal of restrictions on voting in most 

places. As a result, African Americans helped elect a greater number of blacks to public 

offices. In 1973, for example, Tom Bradley was elected the first black mayor of Los 

Angeles. 

 

African Americans gained considerable influence in the administration of Jimmy Carter, 

who was president of the United States from 1977 to 1981. Under him, Andrew Young 

became the first black U.S. ambassador to the United Nations (UN). Carter named 

Patricia Roberts Harris secretary of housing and urban development. She was the first 

black woman to hold a Cabinet post. 

 

In 1984 and 1988, Jesse L. Jackson, a black civil rights leader and Baptist minister, 

waged a strong campaign to register new black voters and win the Democratic 

presidential nomination. Jackson failed to win the nomination, but he became a hero to 

many African Americans. 

 

In the 1990's, many African Americans focused on self-help programs to deal with 

crime, drug abuse, poverty, and substandard education. For example, in 1995, 

hundreds of thousands of black men marched in Washington, D.C., to declare their 

determination to improve conditions in black communities. Crowd estimates ranged 

from 400,000 to more than a million. The event, called the Million Man March, was 

organized chiefly by Louis Farrakhan, leader of the Nation of Islam, a Black Muslim 

group. 

 

Current challenges. Despite the considerable progress that African Americans have 

made since the civil rights movement began, many blacks continue to face economic 

struggles and other challenges. The black middle class has expanded, but other African 

Americans live at the extremes of both wealth and poverty. Black entertainers and 

athletes have become enormously wealthy in the decades since the 1960’s. But a 

significant number of blacks remain poor, isolated, and vulnerable to disease, drugs, 

crime, discrimination, and racism. 

 

Housing and lending discrimination. Although housing discrimination occurs far less 

frequently than in the past, African Americans often live in the poorest communities with 

the least resources. Lenders often charge blacks higher interest on mortgage loans than 

whites. Higher monthly payments sometimes mean severe economic strain for 

struggling black families. During the economic recession of the first decade of the 

2000’s, a large number of African Americans faced the risk of losing their homes to 



foreclosure. Many blacks became the victims of dishonest lending agencies that were 

more interested in selling houses than in the ability of their clients to pay for them. 

 

Health issues. A large number of blacks have suffered from diseases associated with 

poverty, lack of education, and limited access to health care. Black Americans are 

nearly 10 times more likely than whites to contract HIV/AIDS. By the 2000’s, about half 

of newly diagnosed HIV/AIDS patients in the United States were African Americans. 

 

Black Americans are also more likely to have diabetes than non-Hispanic whites are. In 

the first decade of the 2000’s, more than 10 percent of all African Americans aged 20 

years or older had the disease. In addition, black American children and adults are three 

times more likely than whites to be hospitalized for asthma and to die from asthma. 

Substandard housing, resulting in increased exposure to certain 

indoor allergens (substances that cause allergies), contributes to some blacks’ 

increased risk of asthma. 

 

Social struggles. Reductions in government spending have led to cutbacks in 

education and social programs, often hitting poor black communities the hardest. In 

addition, changes in the U.S. economy, including the decline of manufacturing, have 

contributed to high unemployment rates among African Americans. A high dropout rate 

in schools leaves many young people unprepared for new types of well-paying jobs 

requiring technical skills. Unemployment and poverty are often linked with criminal 

behavior, and in these situations, African American males are especially at risk. Black-

on-black violence—much of it gang-related—continues to plague poorer African 

American communities. 

 

In 1980, about 145,000 African American men were in prison. Twenty-five years later, 

there were about four times that many. Many social scientists believed that a major 

cause of this increase in the imprisonment rate was a U.S. government policy called the 

War on Drugs. The War on Drugs, begun in the 1970’s, sought to reduce the illegal drug 

trade by imposing mandatory (required) prison sentences for drug possession. Some 

social scientists also saw racial bias in new laws imposing stiffer sentences for crack 

cocaine than for powder cocaine. Crack cocaine is a form of cocaine that is smoked, 

and it is more likely to be used by blacks. Powder cocaine is usually snorted through the 

nose or injected, and it is more likely to be used by whites. In 2010, Congress passed a 

law that brought federal crack cocaine sentences in line with those for powder cocaine. 

 

Race relations. In 1992, riots broke out in Los Angeles and other U.S. cities. The riots 

erupted after a jury decided not to convict four white police officers of assaulting an 

African American motorist named Rodney G. King. No African Americans had served on 



the jury. The jury's decision shocked many people because a videotape showing the 

officers beating King had been broadcast by TV stations throughout the country. Many 

blacks felt the trial proved that the U.S. court system treated blacks unfairly. Fifty-three 

people died and over 4,000 were injured in the Los Angeles riots. Later that year, all 

four officers were indicted under federal laws for violating King's civil rights. Two of the 

officers were convicted in 1993. 

 

Barack Obama’s election to the presidency in 2008 was a historic milestone. His 

election stood as an example of the progress that came from the civil rights movement. 

Many Americans became hopeful that racism had diminished in the United States. 

Despite this progress, racial tensions still lingered. Black Americans continue to 

encounter racism in many areas of society. The problems confronting the African 

American community, especially its poorest members, seemed likely to persist for years 

to come.  

 

Source:  
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African-American History Timeline (1619-2008) by Borgna Brunner 

1619 

  Newspaper advertisement from the 1780s 

The first African slaves arrive in Virginia. 

1746 Lucy Terry, an enslaved person in 1746, becomes the earliest known black 

American poet when she writes about the last American Indian attack on her 

village of Deerfield, Massachusetts. Her poem, “Bar's Fight,” is not published 

until 1855. 

1773 

  An illustration of Phillis Wheatley from her book 

Phillis Wheatley's book Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral is 

published, making her the first African American to do so. 

http://www.infoplease.com/id/A0861809.html
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1787 Slavery is made illegal in the Northwest Territory. The U.S Constitution states 

that Congress may not ban the slave trade until 1808. 

1793 Eli Whitney's invention of the cotton gin greatly increases the demand for 

slave labor. 

1793 

 Poster advertising $100 reward for runaway slaves from 

1860 

A fugitive slave law provides for the return of runaway slaves who had 

crossed state lines 

1800 Gabriel Prosser, an enslaved African-American blacksmith, organizes a slave 

revolt intending to march on Richmond, Virginia. The plan is uncovered, and 

Prosser and a number of the rebels are hanged.  

1808 Congress stops the importation of slaves from Africa. 

1820 The Missouri Compromise bans slavery north of the southern boundary of 

Missouri. 
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1822 Denmark Vesey plans a slave revolt in Charleston, South Carolina. The plot 

is discovered, and Vesey and 34 others are are hanged. 

1831 Nat Turner, an enslaved African-American preacher, leads the most 

significant slave uprising in American history. He and his band of followers 

launch a short, bloody, rebellion in Southampton County, Virginia. The  

rebellion is stopped, and Turner is eventually hanged.  

William Lloyd Garrison begins publishing The Liberator, a weekly paper that 

calls for the end of slavery. He becomes one of the most famous figures in 

the abolitionist movement. 

1839 On July 2, 1839, 53 African slaves on board the slave ship 

the Amistad revolted against their captors, killing all but the ship's navigator, 

who sailed them to Long Island, N.Y., instead of their intended destination, 

Africa. Joseph Cinqué was the group's leader. After several trials in which 

local and federal courts argued that the slaves were taken as kidnap victims 

rather than merchandise, the slaves were acquitted. The former slaves 

aboard the Spanish vessel Amistad secured passage home to Africa in 1842. 
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1846 

  Frederick Douglass 

Frederick Douglass launches his abolitionist newspaper. 

1849 

  Harriet Tubman 

Harriet Tubman escapes from slavery and becomes one of the most effective 

and celebrated leaders of the Underground Railroad. 
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1850 The continuing debate whether territory gained in the Mexican War should be 

open to slavery is decided in the Compromise of 1850: California is admitted 

as a free state, Utah and New Mexico territories are left to be decided 

by popular sovereignty, and the slave trade in Washington, DC, is prohibited. 

It also establishes a much stricter fugitive slave law than the original, passed 

in 1793. 

1852 

  Harriet Beecher Stowe 

Harriet Beecher Stowe's novel, Uncle Tom's Cabin is published. It becomes 

one of the most influential books to encourage the end to slavery.. 

1854 Congress passes the Kansas-Nebraska Act, establishing the territories 

of Kansas and Nebraska. The legislation repeals the Missouri Compromise of 

1820 and renews tensions between anti- and proslavery factions. 
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1857 

  Oil painting of Dred Scott 

The Dred Scott case holds that Congress does not have the right to ban 

slavery in states and that slaves are not citizens. 

 

1859 

 

John Brown and 21 followers capture the federal arsenal at Harpers 

Ferry, Va. (now W. Va.), in an attempt to launch a slave revolt. 

1861 The Confederacy is founded when the deep South secedes from the U.S. , 

and the Civil War begins. 
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1863 

  Slaves at Cumberland Landing, Va. 

President Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation, declaring "that all 

persons held as slaves" within the Confederate states "are, and 

henceforward shall be free." 

1865 Congress establishes the Freedmen's Bureau to protect the rights of newly 

emancipated blacks (March). 

The Civil War ends (April 9). 

Lincoln is assassinated (April 14). 

The Ku Klux Klan is formed in Tennessee by ex-Confederates (May). 

 

 

Slavery in the United States is effectively ended when 250,000 slaves in 

Texas finally receive the news that the Civil War had ended two months 

earlier (June 19). 

Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution is ratified, prohibiting slavery 

(Dec.6). 
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1865-

1866 

Black codes (laws) are passed by Southern states, drastically restricting the 

rights of newly freed slaves. 

1867 A series of Reconstruction acts are passed, guaranteeing the civil rights of 

freed slaves. 

1868 Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution is ratified, defining citizenship. 

Individuals born or naturalized in the United States are American citizens, 

including those born as slaves. This nullifies the Dred Scott Case (1857), 

which had ruled that blacks were not citizens. 

1869 Howard University's law school becomes the country's first black law school. 

1870 

  Hiram Revels 

Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution is ratified, giving blacks the right to 

vote. 

Hiram Revels of Mississippi is elected the country's first African-American 

senator. During Reconstruction, sixteen blacks served in Congress and about 

600 served in states legislatures. 

http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0807757.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0841309.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0749825.html#A0749839
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0816089.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/society/A0824345.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0749825.html#A0749840
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0930432.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0841309.html


1877 Reconstruction ends in the South. Federal attempts to provide some basic 

civil rights for African Americans quickly erode. 

1879 The Black Exodus takes place, in which tens of thousands of African 

Americans migrated from southern states to Kansas. 

1881 Spelman College, the first college for black women in the U.S., is founded by 

Sophia B. Packard and Harriet E. Giles. 

Booker T. Washington founds the Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute in 

Alabama. The school becomes one of the leading schools of higher learning 

for African Americans, and stresses the practical application of knowledge. In 

1896, George Washington Carver begins teaching there as director of the 

department of agricultural research, gaining an international reputation for his 

agricultural advances. 

1882 The American Colonization Society, founded by Presbyterian minister Robert 

Finley, establishes the colony of Monrovia (which would eventually become 

the country of Liberia) in western Africa. The society contends that the 

immigration of blacks to Africa is an answer to the problem of slavery as well 

as to what it feels is the incompatibility of the races. Over the course of the 

next forty years, about 12,000 slaves are voluntarily relocated. 

1896 Plessy v. Ferguson: This landmark Supreme Court decision holds that racial 

segregation is constitutional, paving the way for the repressive Jim 

Crow laws in the South. 
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1905 W.E.B. DuBois founds the Niagara movement, a forerunner to the NAACP. 

The movement is formed in part as a protest to Booker T. 

Washington's policy of accommodation to white society; the Niagara 

movement embraces a more radical approach, calling for immediate equality 

in all areas of American life. 

1909 

  W.E.B. Du Bois 

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People is founded 

in New York by prominent black and white intellectuals and led by W.E.B. Du 

Bois. For the next half century, it would serve as the country's most influential 

African-American civil rights organization, dedicated to political equality and 

social justice.. 

1914 Marcus Garvey establishes the Universal Negro Improvement Association, 

an influential black nationalist organization "to promote the spirit of race 

pride" and create a sense of worldwide unity among blacks. 

1920s The Harlem Renaissance flourishes in the 1920s and 1930s. This literary, 

artistic, and intellectual movement fosters a new black cultural identity. 
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1947 

  Jackie Robinson 

Jackie Robinson becomes Major League Baseball's first African American 

player when he is signed to the Brooklyn Dodgers by Branch Rickey. 

1948 

  WWI Black Soldiers 

Although African Americans had participated in every major U.S. war, it was 

not until after World War II that President Harry S. Truman issues an 

executive order integrating the U.S. armed forces. 
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1952 Malcolm X becomes a minister of the Nation of Islam. Over the next several 

years his influence increases until he is one of the two most powerful 

members of the Black Muslims (the other was its leader, Elijah Muhammad). 

A black nationalist and separatist movement, the Nation of Islam contends 

that only blacks can resolve the problems of blacks. 

1954 

   Pictured from left to right: George E.C. Hayes, 

Thurgood Marshall, and James Nabrit 

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kans. declares that racial 

segregation in schools is unconstitutional (May 17). 

1955 

 

Rosa Parks 

A young black boy, Emmett Till, is brutally murdered for allegedly whistling at 

a white woman in Mississippi. Two white men charged with the crime are 

acquitted by an all-white jury. They later boast about committing the murder. 

The public outrage generated by the case helps spur the civil rights 

movement (Aug.). 
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Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat at the front of the "colored section" of 

a bus to a white passenger (Dec.1). In response to her arrest Montgomery's 

black community launch a successful year-long bus boycott. Montgomery's 

buses are desegregated on Dec. 21, 1956. 

1957 

  The Little Rock Nine 

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), a civil rights group, 

is established by Martin Luther King, Charles K. Steele, and Fred L. 

Shuttlesworth (Jan.-Feb.) 

Nine black students are blocked from entering the school on the orders of 

Governor Orval Faubus. (Sept. 24). Federal troops and the National Guard 

are called to intervene on behalf of the students, who become known as the 

"Little Rock Nine." Despite a year of violent threats, several of the "Little Rock 

Nine" manage to graduate from Central High. 

1960 Four black students in Greensboro, North Carolina, begin a sit-in at a 

segregated Woolworth's lunch counter (Feb. 1). Six months later the 

"Greensboro Four" are served lunch at the same Woolworth's counter. The 

event triggers many similar nonviolent protests throughout the South. 

The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) is founded, 

providing young blacks with a place in the civil rights movement (April). 

1961 Over the spring and summer, student volunteers begin taking bus trips 

through the South to test out new laws that prohibit segregation in interstate 

travel facilities, which includes bus and railway stations. Several of the 
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groups of "freedom riders," as they are called, are attacked by angry mobs 

along the way. The program, sponsored by The Congress of Racial 

Equality (CORE) and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 

(SNCC), involves more than 1,000 volunteers, black and white. 

1962 

  James Meredith 

James Meredith becomes the first black student to enroll at the University of 

Mississippi (Oct. 1). President Kennedy sends 5,000 federal troops after 

rioting breaks out. 

1963 

  Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Martin Luther King is arrested and jailed during anti-segregation protests in 

Birmingham, Ala. He writes "Letter from Birmingham Jail," which advocated 

nonviolent civil disobedience. 
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The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom is attended by about 

250,000 people, the largest demonstration ever seen in the nation's capital. 

Martin Luther King delivers his famous "I Have a Dream" speech. The march 

builds momentum for civil rights legislation (Aug. 28). 

Despite Governor George Wallace physically blocking their way, Vivian 

Malone and James Hood register for classes at the University of Alabama. 

Four young black girls attending Sunday school are killed when a bomb 

explodes at the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, a popular location for civil 

rights meetings. Riots erupt in Birmingham, leading to the deaths of two more 

black youths (Sept. 15). 

1964 

  FBI photographs of Andrew Goodman, James Earl 

Chaney, and Michael Schwerner 

President Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act, the most sweeping civil rights 

legislation since Reconstruction. It prohibits discrimination of all kinds based 

on race, color, religion, or national origin (July 2). 

The bodies of three civil-rights workers are found. Murdered by the KKK, 

James E. Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and Michael Schwerner had been 

working to register black voters in Mississippi (Aug.). 

Martin Luther King receives the Nobel Peace Prize. (Oct.) 
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Sidney Poitier wins the Best Actor Oscar for his role in Lilies of the Field. He 

is the first African American to win the award. 

1965 

  Malcolm X 

Malcolm X, black nationalist and founder of the Organization of Afro-

American Unity, is assassinated (Feb. 21). 

State troopers violently attack peaceful demonstrators led by Rev. Martin 

Luther King, Jr., as they try to cross the Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala. Fifty 

marchers are hospitalized on "Bloody Sunday," after police use tear gas, 

whips, and clubs against them. The march is considered the catalyst for 

pushing through the voting rights act five months later (March 7). 

Congress passes the Voting Rights Act of 1965, making it easier for 

Southern blacks to register to vote. Literacy tests, poll taxes, and other such 

requirements that were used to restrict black voting are made illegal (Aug. 

10). 

In six days of rioting in Watts, a black section of Los Angeles, 35 people are 

killed and 883 injured (Aug. 11-16). 
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1966 

  Members of The Black Panthers Party: Bobby Seale 

and Huey Newton 

The Black Panthers are founded by Huey Newton and Bobby Seale (Oct.). 

1967 

  Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall 

Stokely Carmichael, a leader of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 

Committee (SNCC), coins the phrase "black power" in a speech in Seattle 

(April 19). 

Major race riots take place in Newark (July 12-16) and Detroit (July 23-30). 

President Johnson appoints Thurgood Marshall to the Supreme Court. He 

becomes the first black Supreme Court Justice. 

The Supreme Court rules in Loving v. Virginia that prohibiting interracial 

marriage is unconstitutional. Sixteen states still have anti-miscegenation laws 

and are forced to revise them. 

http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0807795.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0800612.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0800613.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0810493.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0831961.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipd/A0539402.html


1968 

  Eyewitnesses to the assassination of Martin Luther 

King, Jr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., is assassinated in Memphis, Tenn. (April 4). 

President Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1968, prohibiting 

discrimination in the sale, rental, and financing of housing (April 11). 

Shirley Chisholm becomes the first black female U.S. Representative. A 

Democrat from New York, she was elected in November and served from 

1969 to 1983. 

1972 The infamous Tuskegee Syphilis experiment ends. Begun in 1932, the U.S. 

Public Health Service's 40-year experiment on 399 black men in the late 

stages of syphilis has been described as an experiment that "used human 

beings as laboratory animals in a long and inefficient study of how long it 

takes syphilis to kill someone." 

1978 The Supreme Court case, Regents of the University of 

California v. Bakke upheld the constitutionality of affirmative action, but 

imposed limitations on it to ensure that providing greater opportunities for 

minorities did not come at the expense of the rights of the majority (June 28). 

1983 Guion Bluford Jr. was the first African-American in space. He took off from 

Kennedy Space Center in Florida on the space shuttle Challenger on August 

30. 
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1992 The first race riots in decades erupt in south-central Los Angeles after a jury 

acquits four white police officers for the videotaped beating of African-

American Rodney King (April 29). 

 

2001 Colin Powell becomes the first African American U.S. Secretary of State. 

 

2002 Halle Berry becomes the first African American woman to win the Best 

Actress Oscar. She takes home the statue for her role in Monster's 

Ball. Denzel Washington, the star of Training Day, earns the Best Actor 

award, making it the first year that African-Americans win both the best actor 

and actress Oscars. 

 

2003 In Grutter v. Bollinger, the most important affirmative action decision since 

the 1978 Bakke case, the Supreme Court (5–4) upholds the University of 

Michigan Law School's policy, ruling that race can be one of many factors 

considered by colleges when selecting their students because it furthers "a 

compelling interest in obtaining the educational benefits that flow from a 

diverse student body." (June 23) 

2005 Condoleezza Rice becomes the first black female U.S. Secretary of State. 
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2006 In Parents v. Seattle and Meredith v. Jefferson, affirmative action suffers a 

setback when a bitterly divided court rules, 5 to 4, that programs in Seattle 

and Louisville, Ky., which tried to maintain diversity in schools by considering 

race when assigning students to schools, are unconstitutional. 

2008 Sen. Barack Obama, Democrat from Chicago, becomes the first African 

American to be nominated as a major party nominee for president. 

On November 4, Barack Obama, becomes the first African American to be 

elected president of the United States, defeating Republican candidate, Sen. 

John McCain. 

2009 Barack Obama Democrat from Chicago, becomes the first African-American 

president and the country's 44th president. 

On February 2, the U.S. Senate confirms, with a vote of 75 to 21, Eric H. 

Holder, Jr., as Attorney General of the United States. Holder is the first 

African American to serve as Attorney General. 

 

 

Source:  http://www.infoplease.com/spot/bhmtimeline.html  
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Notable African Americans 

Scientists 

 Benjamin Banneker (1731–1806). Mathematician and astronomer. He 

constructed the first striking clock to be made in America. 

 

 George Washington Carver (1864–1943). Agricultural chemist. He advocated 

innovative agricultural methods and developed applications for agricultural 

products. 

 

 Charles Drew (1904–1950). Physician, surgeon, medical researcher. 

 

 Percy Julian (1899–1975). Chemist, known for being a pioneer in the synthesis 

of medicinal drugs such as cortisone and the birth control pill. 

 

Inventors 

 Thomas Jennings (1791–1856). The first known African American to hold a 

patent. 

 

 Louis Latimer (1828-1948).  Engineer and member of Thomas Edison’s team. 

 

 Granville T. Woods (1856–1910). Known for contributions to the street car and 

the telephone. 

 

Writers/Poets/Intellectuals 

 Maya Angelou (1928– 2014). American author and poet who has been called 

“America’s most visible female autobiographer.” 

 

 James Baldwin (1924–1987). Novelist, playwright, poet, and essayist. . 

 

 Frederick Douglass (1818–1895). Civil rights activist and writer. 

 

 W.E.B. Du Bois (1868–1963). Historian, civil rights activist, and writer. 

 



 Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872–1906). Poet. 

 

 Ralph Ellison (1914 –1994). Novelist, critic, and scholar. 

 

 Langton Hughes (1902–1967). Poet and social activist, known for his work 

during the Harlem Renaissance. 

 

 Zora Neale Hurston (1891–1960). Folklorist, anthropologist, and author during 

the Harlem Renaissance. 

 

 Toni Morrison (1931– ). Nobel Prize and Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist. 

 

 Alice Walker (1944– ). Author and poet who wrote The Color Purple and won 

the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. 

 

 Booker T. Washington. (1856–1915). Writer and political leader. 

 

Politicians/Activists 

 Edward William Brooke III (1919–1915 ). U.S. senator. 

 

 Julian Bond (1940– ). Founder of Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, 

first president of Southern Poverty Law Center, and former chairman of NAACP. 

 

 Ralph Bunche (1903–1971). Diplomat and winner of the 1950 Nobel Peace 

Prize. 

 

 Shirley Chisholm (1924–2005). First African American woman elected to 

Congress. 

 

 Marian Wright Edelman (1939– ). Activist for the rights of children.  

 

 Marcus Garvey (1887–1940). Black nationalist; encouraged African Americans 

to migrate back to Africa. 

 

 Jesse Jackson Sr. (1941– ). Civil rights activist and Baptist minister. 

 



 James Weldon Johnson (1871–1938). Author, known for his leadership within 

NAACP. 

 

 Barbara Jordan (1936–1996). Congresswoman, educator and constitutionalist. 

 

 Alan Keyes (1950– ). Political activist, served as President Reagan’s assistant 

secretary of state for international organization affairs. 

 

 Martin Luther King Jr. (1929–1968). Prominent leader of the civil rights 

movement. 

 

 Barack Obama (1961– ). Current U.S. president. 

 

 Rosa Parks (1913–2005). Civil rights activist, known for refusing to give up her 

seat on a bus in 1955 and sparking the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

 

 Colin Powell (1937– ). Statesman and retired four-star general of the U.S. Army. 

He also served as secretary of state under President George W. Bush. 

 

 Hiram Rhodes Revels (1827–1901). First African American to serve in the U.S. 

Senate. 

 

 Condoleezza Rice (1954– ). Foreign policy expert who served as national 

security adviser and then secretary of state under President George W. Bush. 

 

 Carl Burton Stokes (1927–1996). Elected mayor of Cleveland in 1967, he was 

the first African American mayor of a major U.S. city. 

 

 Sojourner Truth (1797–1883). Abolitionist and women’s rights activist. 

 

 Harriet Tubman (1820–1913). Abolitionist, humanitarian, and Union spy during 

the Civil War. 

 

 Malcolm X (1925–1965). Muslim religious leader and human rights activist. 

 

 

 



Notable Members of the Judicial and Legal Fields 

 Charles Hamilton Houston (1895–1950). Dean of Howard University Law 

School, NAACP lawyer, and mentor to Thurgood Marshall. 

 

 Thurgood Marshall (1908–1993). Civil rights lawyer and the first African-

American justice on the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 

 Constance Baker Motley (1921–2005). Civil rights activist, lawyer, judge, and 

state senator. 

 

 Judith Ann Wilson Rogers (1939– ) First African American female on the U.S. 

Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit.  

 

 Clarence Thomas (1948– ). Associate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 

Athletes 

 Muhammad Ali (1942– ). Heavyweight champion boxer, philanthropist, and 

social activist. 

 

 Arthur Ashe (1943-1993). Tennis champion 

 

 Michael Jordan (1963– ). Professional basketball player. 

 

 Jesse Owens (1913–1980). Track and field star. 

 

 Jackie Robinson (1919–1972). Civil rights leader and the first African-American 

Major League Baseball player. 

 

 Wilma Rudolph (1940-1994).  Three-time Olympic Gold medalist. 

 

Entertainers 

 Louis Armstrong (1901–1971). Jazz trumpeter and singer from New Orleans. 

 

 Ella Fitzgerald (1917–1996). Known as the “First Lady of Song.” 

 



 Billie Holiday (1915–1959). Jazz singer and songwriter. 

 

 BB King (1925– ). Blues guitarist and singer-songwriter. 

 

 Sidney Poitier (1927– ). Actor, film director, author, and diplomat. 

 

 Oprah Winfrey (1954– ). Entertainer and business leader. 

 

Sources:  Constitutional Rights Foundation, http://www.crf-usa.org/black-history-

month/75-remarkable-african-americans; and, Black History Now, 

http://blackhistorynow.com/ 
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Inspirational Quotes from Black American Leaders 

Black History Month remains an important moment for America to celebrate the 

achievements and contributions black Americans have played in U.S. history. Arising 

out of "Negro History Week," which first began in the 1920s, February has since been 

designated as Black History Month by every U.S. president since 1976. 

In honor of this year's Black History Month, we've gathered 30 inspirational quotes from 

some of the most influential black personalities of all time. 

 "Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave, I am the dream and the hope of the 

slave. I rise. I rise. I rise." - Maya Angelo 

 

 "We should emphasize not Negro history, but the Negro in history. What we need 

is not a history of selected races or nations, but the history of the world void of 

national bias, race hate, and religious prejudice." - Carter Woodson 

 

 "Do not call for black power or green power. Call for brain power." - Barbara 

Jordan 

 

 "Hate is too great a burden to bear. It injures the hater more than it injures the 

hated." - Coretta Scott King 

 

 "Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive 

out hate; only love can do that." - Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 "I am where I am because of the bridges that I crossed. Sojourner Truth was a 

bridge. Harriet Tubman was a bridge. Ida B. Wells was a bridge. Madame C. J. 

Walker was a bridge. Fannie Lou Hamer was a bridge." - Oprah Winfrey 

 

 "Whatever we believe about ourselves and our ability comes true for us." - Susan 

L. Taylor, journalist 

 

 "Just don’t give up what you’re trying to do. Where there is love and inspiration, I 

don’t think you can go wrong." - Ella Fitzgerald 

 

 "In recognizing the humanity of our fellow beings, we pay ourselves the highest 

tribute." - Thurgood Marshall, first African American on the U.S. Supreme Court 

 



 "Never underestimate the power of dreams and the influence of the human spirit. 

We are all the same in this notion: The potential for greatness lives within each of 

us." - Wilma Rudolph 

 

 "Have a vision. Be demanding."  - Colin Powell, the first African American 

appointed as the U.S. Secretary of State 

 

 "Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. We 

are the ones we've been waiting for. We are the change that we seek." - 

President Barack Obama 

 

 "For Africa to me ... is more than a glamorous fact. It is a historical truth. No man 

can know where he is going unless he knows exactly where he has been and 

exactly how he arrived at his present place." - Maya Angelou 

 

 "The battles that count aren't the ones for gold medals. The struggles within 

yourself--the invisible, inevitable battles inside all of us--that's where it's at." - 

Jesse Owens 

 

 "When I dare to be powerful – to use my strength in the service of my vision, then 

it becomes less and less important whether I am afraid." - Audre Lorde 

 

 "Freedom is never given; it is won." - A. Philip Randolph 

 

 “Defining myself, as opposed to being defined by others, is one of the most 

difficult challenges I face.”  - Carol Moseley-Braun 

 

 "Diversity is not about how we differ. Diversity is about embracing one another's 

uniqueness." – Ola Joseph 

 

 "Where there is no vision, there is no hope." – George Washington Carver 

 

 "You really can change the world if you care enough." – Marian Wright Edelman 

 

 "Love makes your soul crawl out from its hiding place." – Zora Neale Hurston 

 

 "Surround yourself with people who take their work seriously, but not themselves, 

those who work hard and play hard." – Colin Powell 

 



 “I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless 

midnight of racism and war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood 

can never become a reality.... I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love 

will have the final word.” Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 "Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in 

life as by the obstacles which he has overcome while trying to succeed." - Booker 

T. Washington 

 

 "Never be limited by other people's limited imaginations." - Dr. Mae Jemison, first 

African-American female astronaut 

 

 "The cost of liberty is less than the price of repression." - W.E.B. Du Bois 

 

 "I have learned over the years that when one's mind is made up, this diminishes 

fear." - Rosa Parks 

 

 "I have observed this in my experience of slavery, that whenever my condition 

was improved, instead of increasing my contentment; it only increased my desire 

to be free, and set me thinking of plans to gain my freedom." - Frederick 

Douglass 

 

 "For I am my mother's daughter, and the drums of Africa still beat in my heart." - 

Mary McLeod Bethune 

 

Source: International Business Times, http://www.ibtimes.com/black-history-month-

2014-30-inspirational-quotes-black-american-leaders-1552680  
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Black History Month - Teaching About Ethnic and Cultural History 

How do you ensure students will get the most out of the instructional time devoted each 

year to commemorating the history and contributions of the various ethnic and cultural 

groups we study?  How do you avoid trivializing or marginalizing the group you are 

exploring with students?   

 

Below are some suggestions for Black History Month.  These “DOs” are also applicable 

to any ethnic or cultural group you are studying throughout the school year. 

 

1. Incorporate African American history into the curriculum year-round, not 

just in February. Use the month of February to “dig deeper” into history and make 

connections with the past. 

 

2. Continue Learning. Explore how to provide an in-depth and thorough 

understanding of African American history. Textbooks often do not contain 

detailed information about the struggles of communities, so use the textbook as 

just one of many resources. While exploring multiple resources, help your 

students understand the importance of exploring reliable sources and sources 

that provide multiple perspectives on history. 

 

3. Reinforce to students that African American history is American 

history. Work to make African American history relevant to all students. 

 

4. Relate lessons to other parts of your curriculum, so that focusing on a leader, 

such as Dr. King, expands upon rather than diverts from your curriculum. By the 

time February comes around, the context of the struggle for civil rights and social 

justice should be familiar to students if you have already addressed such issues 

across the curriculum. 

 

5. Connect issues in the past to current issues to make history relevant to 

students' lives. For example, ask students to gather information with a focus on 

what social issues exist today and how a particular leader has worked to change 

society. 

 

Adapted from material by Pat Russo of the Curriculum & Instruction Department at 

SUNY Oswego. (Sept. 2007) 

 

Source:  Teaching Tolerance, a project of the Southern Poverty Law Center, 

http://www.tolerance.org/search/apachesolr_search/black%20history  

  

http://www.oswego.edu/~prusso1/teaching_for_social_justicemain.htm
http://www.tolerance.org/search/apachesolr_search/black%20history


Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ Nine Core Character Values 

 

Citizenship:  Helping to create a society based upon democratic values; e.g., rule of 

law, equality of opportunity, due process, reasoned argument, representative 

government, checks and balances, rights and responsibilities, and democratic decision-

making. 

Examples: 

Obeying classroom and school rules. 

Forming a representative government in school; i.e., student government. 

 

Cooperation:  Working together toward goals as basis as human survival in an 

increasingly interdependent world. 

Examples:  

Practicing cooperative learning activities in the classroom. 

Being a member of the team on the athletic field. 

 

Fairness:  Treating people impartially, not playing favorites, being open-minded, and 

maintaining an objective attitude toward those whose actions and ideas are different 

from our own. 

Examples: 

Taking turns in a game/activity. 

Treating people the same, no matter what their ethnicity, race, religion, gender, or 

physical condition may be. 

 

 

 

 



Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ Nine Core Character Values (continued) 

 

Honesty:  Dealing truthfully with people, being sincere, not deceiving them nor stealing 

from them, not cheating nor lying. 

Examples:  

Doing one's own work when taking a test or working on an individual assignment. 

Telling the truth although it may place a person in a negative circumstance. 

 

Integrity:   Standing up for your beliefs about what is right and what is wrong and 

resisting social pressure to do wrong. 

Examples: 

Expressing one's conviction in a group of peers although it may not be popular with the 

majority. 

Not joining fellow students who are abusing drugs when "everyone" is doing it. 

 

Kindness:   Being sympathetic, helpful, compassionate, benevolent, agreeable, and 

gentle toward people and other living things. 

Examples: 

Particpating in a class project to help lost or stray pets. 

Helping a fellow student who has been injured. 

 

Pursuit of Excellence:   Doing your best with the talents you have, striving toward a 

goal, and not giving up. 

Examples: 

Putting forth one’s best effort when taking an exam or doing homework. 

Trying one's hardest when participating sports. 



Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ Nine Core Character Values (continued) 

 

Respect:  Showing regard for the worth and dignity of someone or something, being 

courteous and polite, and judging all people on their merits. It takes three major forms: 

respect for oneself, respect for other people, and respect for all forms of life and the 

environment. 

Examples: 

Practicing acceptable manners in the school cafeteria. 

Not damaging or defacing property (graffiti) belongs to someone else. 

 

Responsibility:  Thinking before you act and being accountable for your actions, 

paying attention to others, and responding to their needs.  Responsibility emphasizes 

our positive obligations to care for each other. 

Examples: 

Fulfilling one’s part of an assignment in a group project. 

Performing a community service project. 

 

 

Source:  Miami-Dade County Public Schools, adopted 1994-1995 

  



Lesson Plans and Classroom 

Activities for the 

Elementary Classroom 

 

 Introduction to Diversity – “We Are All Like Crayons” - 

Primary Grades 

 

 African Americans of Great Character – Separate Lessons 

for Primary and Intermediate Grades 

 

 Notable African Americans – Separate Lessons for Primary 

and Intermediate Grades 

 

 Biography of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. -– Separate 

Lessons for Primary and Intermediate Grades 

 

 African American Timeline – Intermediate Grades 

 

 Analyzing Famous Quotations – Intermediate Grades  
 

 Additional Activities to Celebrate Black History Month, 

Grades K-12 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

GRADE LEVEL: Social Studies – Elementary Grades – Primary  

TITLE: Introduction to Diversity – “We Are All Like Crayons” 

OBJECTIVES:  Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS. 

1. The students will understand, appreciate, and respect similarities and differences 

among people of different races, ethnicities, religions, and cultures. 

SUGGESTED TIME:  1 hour 

TEACHER’S NOTE: 

This lesson is an excellent introductory lesson on the importance of respect among people 

of different races, ethnicities, religions, or cultures.  The song/poem included in the lesson 

promotes respect and an appreciation of diversity. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES:  

1. Show students a box of crayons. Ask students to explain what they see when 

they look at the crayons. (They should be able to explain the differences and 

similarities among the crayons.) Ask them how the different crayons make them 

feel. Do they like certain crayons better than others? Why or why not? 

Next discuss what would happen if all crayons were the same.  Ask if they would 

like to use crayons if all of them were only one color?  Why or why not? 

Ask students if they know what the word variety means.  Help them develop a 

definition using the crayon example as a frame of reference. (Variety is an 

assortment or collection of different things, like red, blue, and green crayons with 

some being new and others being used.) 

Explain that people also come in different colors, shapes, and sizes. These 

differences are what make us special, unique, and makes us who we are. To 

make this point, point out some differences among the students in the class. 

Explain that when we talk about differences among people, we call that diversity. 
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Also explain that sometimes people say or think things about a person before 

they get to know them or based on the person’s physical appearances. Explain 

that this is called prejudice.  Further explain to students the prejudice is not a 

good thing and we shouldn’t judge whether we like a person by what he or she 

looks like.  

2. Introduce the poem/song “We’re Just Like Crayons” by Stephen Fite.  

 

Listen to the song at http://www.songsforteaching.com/fitecrayons.htm 

 

In a choral reading style, re- read and/or sing the poem/song together. 

 

3. Discuss the poem giving special emphasis to the concepts of diversity and 

respect. 

 

4. As closure, have the children listen to the song again. 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGY:  Participation in class discussion. 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED:  Box of crayons including different colors, sizes, 

wrappers, and some that are worn out; Poem/song “We’re Just Like Crayons” by 

Stephen Fite (provided); Recording of the song “We’re Just Like Crayons” by Stephen 

Fite, http://www.songsforteaching.com/fitecrayons.htm 

SOURCE:  Adapted from a lesson on Hot Chalk, 

http://lessonplanspage.com/ssmusicomartinlutherkingdaywearejustlikecrayonsdiversityl

esson12-htm/  

  

http://www.songsforteaching.com/fitecrayons.htm
http://www.songsforteaching.com/fitecrayons.htm
http://lessonplanspage.com/ssmusicomartinlutherkingdaywearejustlikecrayonsdiversitylesson12-htm/
http://lessonplanspage.com/ssmusicomartinlutherkingdaywearejustlikecrayonsdiversitylesson12-htm/


“We’re Just Like Crayons” by Stephen Fite 

We're just like crayons 
Spread over the world 
Just like my crayons 

All over the floor 
Black, brown, yellow, red & white 

It's such a wonderful sight 
We're just like crayons 

All over the world 

I was coloring a picture 
Of the earth the other day 

When my baby sister decided 
That she wanted to play 

She grabbed my box of crayons 
And turned them upside down 

Of course the crayons left the box 
And fell right to the ground 

And when I looked down at the mess 
I knew was waiting for me 

A thought popped right into my brain 
Then I began to see 

We're just like crayons 
All over the world 

Just like my crayons 
All over the floor 

Black, brown, yellow, red & white 
It's such a wonderful sight 

We're just like crayons 
All over the world 

 

  



“We’re Just Like Crayons” by Stephen Fite (continued) 

Now even though the color  
Of my skin is not the same 

As yours or yours of his or hers 
One fact is very plain 

I'm no better or no less 
Than anybody else now 

And if you're wandering why that is 
Then let me tell you how 

We were all created 
Created equally 

So we should all just live 
Together peacefully 

Just like crayons 
All over the world 

Just like my crayons 
All over the floor 

Black, brown, yellow, red & white 

It's such a wonderful sight 

We're just like crayons 
All over the world 

  



 

 

 

GRADE LEVEL: Social Studies – Elementary Grades – Primary  

TITLE: African Americans of Great Character 

OBJECTIVES:  Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS. 

1. The students will cite examples of the core values held and demonstrated by 

several notable African Americans. 

2. The students will describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or 

feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. (FS) 

SUGGESTED TIME:  1 hour 

TEACHER’S NOTE: 

Miami-Dade County Public Schools adopted nine core character education values in 1994-

1995.  The nine values and definitions are provided in the Background section of 

this instructional resource guide for your information and reference for this lesson.  

In this lesson, students will cite examples of these values being demonstrated by several 

notable African Americans. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES:  

1. Explain that in today’s lesson, students will be discussing the values (beliefs) that 

several famous African Americans demonstrated during their life and work. 

 

2. Write the nine core values on the board.  Review the nine core values with students 

and cite several examples of how these values would be demonstrated “in action.” 

Examples are provided with the definitions of the core values.  

 

3. Read aloud the following brief biography of Harriet Tubman and have students 

identify which of the nine core values she demonstrated during her life. 

Harriet Tubman 

 

Harriet Tubman (1820 - 1913) lived at the time when African Americans were 

held as slaves in parts of the United States. She spent her life helping others and 

fighting against slavery.  
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Harriet was born a slave in Maryland. Harriet escaped from slavery in 1849 and 

traveled north to freedom. She secretly helped other slaves to freedom as part of 

the Underground Railroad. Harriet made 19 dangerous rescue trips over 10 

years.  She rescued over 300 slaves.  She saved many members of her family. 

Harriet worked as a nurse, scout, and a spy for the Union during the U.S. Civil 

War. She continued to help rescue Southern slaves during the war. 

Harriet Tubman was a very brave woman. 

4. Draw the “Values Check List” (provided) on the board. 

 

5. Explain that students will now listen to other stories about notable African 

Americans and identify the value(s) these individual demonstrated. 

 

6. Read aloud “African Americans of Great Character” (provided) one, brief biography 

at a time.   

 

7. Work with the students to identify and discuss the core value(s) demonstrated by 

the person and check these values off on the “Values Check List.” Encourage 

students to also give examples of what each of these values look like in their 

everyday life. 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGY:  Participation in the values identification activity and 

discussion. 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED:  “Values Checklist” (provided); “African Americans of Great 

Character” (provided) 

SOURCE:  Adapted from several lessons at Character.org, 

https://character.org/lessons/lesson-plans/  

  

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/maryland.shtml
https://character.org/lessons/lesson-plans/


Values Checklist 

Values  Person’s Name: Person’s Name: Person’s Name: 
 
 
 

Citizenship  
 
 
 

  

Cooperation  
 
 
 

  

Fairness  
 
 
 

  

Honesty  
 
 
 

  

Integrity  
 
 
 

  

Kindness  
 
 
 

  

Pursuit of 
Excellence 

 
 
 
 

  

Respect  
 
 
 

  

Responsibility  
 
 
 

  

 



African Americans of Great Character – Primary Readings 

TEACHERS NOTES: 

1. Select at least three (3) of the short biographies below to read aloud to 

your students.   

2. After reading the selections aloud, work with students to identify the core 

value(s) demonstrated by the individuals during the course of their life and 

work. 

3. Using the Values Checklist (provided), work with students to place an X in 

the appropriate box(es) indicating the value(s) being demonstrated by the 

individual. 

4. Teachers may choose to narrow the list of values to make the assignment 

more manageable for younger students (e.g., citizenship, honesty, 

fairness, respect, responsibility) 

Jack (Jackie) Roosevelt Robinson (January 31, 1919 - October 24, 1972) was 

the first black man to play Major League Baseball. He starred in baseball, 

football, basketball, and track when he was in college. He served in the U.S. 

Army during World War II. After the war, Jackie was selected to play for the 

Brooklyn Dodgers. Many players and fans hated Jackie simply because he was 

black.  He was often called names and threatened, but he eventually won great 

support with his Hall of Fame baseball skills. 

Dr. Charles Richard Drew (1904-1950) was an American doctor and surgeon 

who started the idea of a blood bank to store blood for when it was needed.  His 

ideas changed the medical profession and have saved many lives. 

Rosa Parks (February 4, 1913 - October 24, 2005) was an important person in 

the fight for civil rights. In 1955, a Montgomery, Alabama, bus driver ordered Mrs. 

Parks to give up her seat on the bus to a white man. When she refused, she was 

fined and arrested. Her actions led to a city-wide protest. The U.S. Supreme 

Court later ruled that separate seating on the bus was not legal. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/inventors/indexb.shtml#bloodbank
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/alabama.shtml


African Americans of Great Character (continued) 

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968) worked for equality and justice for African 

Americans and others in the U.S. He was born on January 15, 1929, in 

Atlanta, Georgia. After graduating from college, Dr. King became a minister and 

moved to Alabama. During the 1950's, Dr. King became a leader in the 

movement for civil rights and racial equality. He participated in many peaceful 

demonstrations that protested the unfair treatment of African-Americans. He won 

the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Dr. King was assassinated on April 4, 1968, in 

Memphis, Tennessee.  

Shirley Chisholm (Nov. 30, 1924 - Jan. 1, 2005) was the first African-American 

woman elected to the U.S. Congress. After being a teacher and serving as a 

New York state assemblywoman, Chisolm was elected to the House of 

Representatives. In 1972, Chisholm was the first African American woman to run 

for a presidential nomination. During her long political career, she fought for the 

rights of women and minorities. 

Mae C. Jemison (October 17, 1956 - ) was the first African American woman in 

space. Dr. Jemison is a medical doctor and a surgeon, with engineering 

experience. She flew on the space shuttle Endeavor in 1992 as the Mission 

Specialist. 

Additional biographies of African American on the following websites: 

 Enchanted Learning, 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/bios/ 

 

 Black History Now, http://blackhistorynow.com/  

 

 About.com, 

http://history1900s.about.com/od/people/tp/famousafricanamericans.htm 

 

 FactMonster - http://www.factmonster.com/spot/bhmbios1.html 

 

 Biography.com, http://www.biography.com/search/black%20history 

 

Source:  The biographies were adapted from Enchanted Learning, 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/bios/ 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/georgia.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/alabama.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/tennessee.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/bios/
http://blackhistorynow.com/
http://history1900s.about.com/od/people/tp/famousafricanamericans.htm
http://www.factmonster.com/spot/bhmbios1.html
http://www.biography.com/search/black%20history
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/bios/


 

 

GRADE LEVEL: Social Studies – Elementary Grades – Intermediate 

TITLE: African Americans of Great Character 

OBJECTIVES:  Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS. 

1. The students will cite examples of the core values held and demonstrated by 

several notable African Americans. 

 

2. The students will describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or 

feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. (FS) 

 

3. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. (FS) 

SUGGESTED TIME:  1 hour 

TEACHER’S NOTE: 

Miami-Dade County Public Schools adopted nine core character education values in 1994-

1995.  The nine values and definitions are provided in the Background section of 

this instructional resource guide for your information and reference for this lesson.  

In this lesson, students will cite examples of these values being demonstrated by several 

notable African Americans. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES:  

1. Explain that in today’s lesson, students will be discussing the values (beliefs) that 

several famous African Americans demonstrated during their life and work. 

 

2. Write the nine core values on the board.  Review the nine core values with 

students and cite several examples of how these values would be demonstrated 

“in action.” Examples are provided with the definitions of the core values.  

 

3. As an introductory activity, read aloud the following brief biography of Harriet 

Tubman and have students identify which of the nine core value(s) she 

demonstrated during her life. 
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Harriet Tubman (1820 - 1913) lived at the time when African Americans 

were held as slaves in the South. She hated slavery. She spent her life 

helping others and fighting against slavery.  

Harriet was born a slave in Maryland. Harriet escaped from slavery in 

1849 and traveled north to freedom. She secretly helped other slaves to 

freedom as a “conductor” on the Underground Railroad. The Underground 

Railroad was a secret network of people, including whites, who helped 

slaves escape. There was no real railroad, only people, like Harriet, 

helping others become free.  Harriet made 19 dangerous rescue trips over 

10 years.  She rescued over 300 slaves.  She saved many members of 

her own family.  

Harriet worked as a nurse, scout, and a spy for the Union Army during the 

U.S. Civil War. She continued to help rescue Southern slaves during the 

war.  Harriet Tubman was a very brave woman. 

4. Distribute the “Values Check List” (provided) to all students. 

 

5. Explain that students will now read other short biographies about notable African 

Americans and identify the core value(s) these individual demonstrated. 

 

6. Have students read “African Americans of Great Character” (provided) and check 

off the value(s) they feel were demonstrated by the individual during his/her life. 

OPTIONAL:  Have students work in pairs to complete the assignment. 

 

7. Discuss the core value(s) students have checked off on the “Values Check List.” 

Encourage students to also give examples of what each of these values look like 

in their everyday life.  

 

8. Conclude by asking:  Do you share the values that were demonstrated?  Would 

you be willing to stand up for what you believe in during difficult times? 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGY: Completion of the reading and “Values Check List” 

assignment; participation in the values identification discussion. 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED:  “Values Checklist” (provided); “African Americans of Great 

Character” (provided) 

SOURCE:  Adapted from several lessons at Character.org, 

https://character.org/lessons/lesson-plans/  

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/maryland.shtml
https://character.org/lessons/lesson-plans/


Values Checklist – Page 1 

Values Jackie 
Robinson 

Dr. Charles 
Drew 

Rosa Parks 
 
 
 

Dr. Martin 
L. King 

Citizenship  
 
 
 

   

Cooperation  
 
 
 

   

Fairness  
 
 
 

   

Honesty  
 
 
 

   

Integrity  
 
 
 

   

Kindness  
 
 
 

   

Pursuit of 
Excellence 

 
 
 
 

   

Respect  
 
 
 

   

Responsibility  
 
 
 

   

 



Values Checklist – Page 2 

Values Thurgood 
Marshal 

Shirley Chisolm 
 

Dr. Mae C. Jemison 
 
 

Citizenship  
 
 
 

  

Cooperation  
 
 
 

  

Fairness  
 
 
 

  

Honesty  
 
 
 

  

Integrity  
 
 
 

  

Kindness  
 
 
 

  

Pursuit of 
Excellence 

 
 
 
 

  

Respect  
 
 
 

  

Responsibility  
 
 
 

  

 



African Americans of Great Character – Intermediate Readings 

Read each biography below.  Can you identify the values these individuals were 

willing to stand up for even when doing so took great courage? Do you share 

these values?  Would you be willing to stand up for what you believe in during 

difficult times? 

Jack (Jackie) Roosevelt Robinson (January 31, 1919 - October 24, 1972) was 

the first black man to play Major League Baseball. He starred in baseball, 

football, basketball, and track when he was a student at the University of 

California at Los Angeles. He served as an officer in the US Army during World 

War II. After the war, he played with the Montreal Royals in the International 

League.  Later, Jackie was selected to play for the Brooklyn Dodgers. Many 

players and fans hated Jackie simply because he was black.  He was often 

called names and threatened, but he eventually won great support with his Hall 

of Fame skills. 

Dr. Charles Richard Drew (1904-1950) was an American doctor and surgeon 

who started the idea of a blood bank and a system for the preservation of blood 

plasma.  His ideas changed the medical profession and have saved many, many 

lives. 

Rosa Parks (February 4, 1913 - October 24, 2005) was an important person in 

the fight for civil rights. On December 1, 1955, a Montgomery, Alabama, bus 

driver ordered Mrs. Parks to give up her seat to a white man. When she refused, 

she was fined and arrested. Her actions led to a city-wide bus boycott.  The 

Supreme Court ruled that segregation on city buses is unconstitutional.  

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968) worked for racial equality in the U.S. He 

was born on January 15, 1929, in Atlanta, Georgia. After graduating from college 

and getting married, Dr. King became a minister and moved to Alabama. During 

the 1950's, Dr. King became active in the movement for civil rights and racial 

equality. He participated in the Montgomery, Alabama, bus boycott and many 

other peaceful demonstrations that protested the unfair treatment of African-

Americans. He won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Dr. King was assassinated 

on April 4, 1968, in Memphis, Tennessee.  

 

 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/inventors/indexb.shtml#bloodbank
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/alabama.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/georgia.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/alabama.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/tennessee.shtml


African Americans of Great Character (continued) 

Thurgood Marshall (July 2, 1908 - Jan. 24, 1993) was the first African-American 

justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. Marshall was one of the lawyers in the historic 

Supreme Court trial Brown v. Board of Education (1954). As a result of this trial, 

school segregation was ruled illegal. After a successful career as a lawyer and 

judge fighting for civil rights and women's rights, Marshall was appointed to the 

Supreme Court.  Marshall continued his fight for human rights until he retired in 

1991. 

Shirley Chisholm (Nov. 30, 1924 - Jan. 1, 2005) was the first African-American 

woman elected to the U.S. Congress. After being a teacher and serving as a 

New York state assemblywoman, Chisolm was elected to the House of 

Representatives. In 1972, Chisholm was the first African American woman to run 

for a presidential nomination. During her long political career, she fought for the 

rights of women and minorities. 

Mae C. Jemison (October 17, 1956 - ) was the first African American woman in 

space. Dr. Jemison is a medical doctor and a surgeon, with engineering 

experience. She flew on the space shuttle Endeavor as the Mission Specialist; 

the mission lifted off on September 12, 1992 and landed on September 20, 1992. 

You can read additional biographies of African American on the following 

websites: 

 Enchanted Learning, 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/bios/ 

 

 Black History Now, http://blackhistorynow.com/  

 

 About.com, 

http://history1900s.about.com/od/people/tp/famousafricanamericans.htm 

 

 FactMonster - http://www.factmonster.com/spot/bhmbios1.html 

 

 Biography.com, http://www.biography.com/search/black%20history 

 

Source:  The biographies were adapted from Enchanted Learning, 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/bios/  

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/bios/
http://blackhistorynow.com/
http://history1900s.about.com/od/people/tp/famousafricanamericans.htm
http://www.factmonster.com/spot/bhmbios1.html
http://www.biography.com/search/black%20history
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/bios/


 

 

 

GRADE LEVEL: Social Studies – Elementary Grades – Primary  

TITLE: Notable African Americans  

OBJECTIVES:  Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS. 

1. Students will summarize the contributions of notable African Americans. 

 

2. Students will gather and synthesize information about notable African Americans by 

using a variety of informational resources. 

 

3. The students will compile a biography about an accomplished African American that 

includes information on their contributions.  

 

4. The students will conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a 

topic. (FS) 

SUGGESTED TIME:  1 hour 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES:  

TEACHER’S NOTE:   

a) A partial list of Notable African Americans is included in the Background section of 

this instructional resource guide.  

 

b) Prior to beginning this lesson, teachers are encouraged to locate 

photographs/images and biographies of notable African Americans.  Biographies 

and photos can be accessed at: 

 

o Black History Now, http://blackhistorynow.com/  

 

o About.com, 

http://history1900s.about.com/od/people/tp/famousafricanamericans.htm 

 

o FactMonster - http://www.factmonster.com/spot/bhmbios1.html 

 

o Biography.com, http://www.biography.com/search/black%20history  

Black History Month 

Elementary Lesson Plan 

http://blackhistorynow.com/
http://history1900s.about.com/od/people/tp/famousafricanamericans.htm
http://www.factmonster.com/spot/bhmbios1.html
http://www.biography.com/search/black%20history


 

o Numerous photographic  images can be found 

at:https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+america

ns&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=is

ch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0C

D4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=images+of+famous+african+americans&imgdii=_  

 

o Free coloring images can also be accessed at: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans

&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch

&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4

Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=coloring+images+of+famous+african+americans&facr

c=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=2fUBjQ1GUASEOM%253A%3BWRydltQH3fnMdM

%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.colorkiddo.com%252Fwp-

content%252Fuploads%252F2014%252F01%252FThe-African-American-

Leader-Martin-Luther-King-Jr-Coloring-

Page.jpg%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.colorkiddo.com%252Fthe-

african-american-leader-martin-luther-king-jr-coloring-

page%252F%3B600%3B673 

 

 

1. Explain to students that African Americans have made important contributions to 

the community, nation, and world in many different ways.  They have contributed 

in government, science, art, music, literature, sports, and more.  Explain that 

students will explore the life and contributions of several notable African 

Americans.   

 

2. With the class, brainstorm a list of African Americans that have made a lasting 

contribution in various categories (e.g., government, science, art, music, 

literature, sports).  Add to the list using the list of Notable African Americans 

found in the Background section of this instructional resource guide. 

 

3. Read background information aloud about several famous African Americans in 

history from the sources gathered by the teacher. Show students photos/images 

of the individuals chosen. 

 

4. Discuss the meaning of the word biography (a description of a person’s life). Tell 

students that each person will create a one-page biography for a class ABC book 

about famous African Americans in history. 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=images+of+famous+african+americans&imgdii=_
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=images+of+famous+african+americans&imgdii=_
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=images+of+famous+african+americans&imgdii=_
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=images+of+famous+african+americans&imgdii=_
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=coloring+images+of+famous+african+americans&facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=2fUBjQ1GUASEOM%253A%3BWRydltQH3fnMdM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.colorkiddo.com%252Fwp-content%252Fuploads%252F2014%252F01%252FThe-African-American-Leader-Martin-Luther-King-Jr-Col
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=coloring+images+of+famous+african+americans&facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=2fUBjQ1GUASEOM%253A%3BWRydltQH3fnMdM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.colorkiddo.com%252Fwp-content%252Fuploads%252F2014%252F01%252FThe-African-American-Leader-Martin-Luther-King-Jr-Col
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=coloring+images+of+famous+african+americans&facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=2fUBjQ1GUASEOM%253A%3BWRydltQH3fnMdM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.colorkiddo.com%252Fwp-content%252Fuploads%252F2014%252F01%252FThe-African-American-Leader-Martin-Luther-King-Jr-Col
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=coloring+images+of+famous+african+americans&facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=2fUBjQ1GUASEOM%253A%3BWRydltQH3fnMdM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.colorkiddo.com%252Fwp-content%252Fuploads%252F2014%252F01%252FThe-African-American-Leader-Martin-Luther-King-Jr-Col
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=coloring+images+of+famous+african+americans&facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=2fUBjQ1GUASEOM%253A%3BWRydltQH3fnMdM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.colorkiddo.com%252Fwp-content%252Fuploads%252F2014%252F01%252FThe-African-American-Leader-Martin-Luther-King-Jr-Col
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=coloring+images+of+famous+african+americans&facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=2fUBjQ1GUASEOM%253A%3BWRydltQH3fnMdM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.colorkiddo.com%252Fwp-content%252Fuploads%252F2014%252F01%252FThe-African-American-Leader-Martin-Luther-King-Jr-Col
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=coloring+images+of+famous+african+americans&facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=2fUBjQ1GUASEOM%253A%3BWRydltQH3fnMdM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.colorkiddo.com%252Fwp-content%252Fuploads%252F2014%252F01%252FThe-African-American-Leader-Martin-Luther-King-Jr-Col
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=coloring+images+of+famous+african+americans&facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=2fUBjQ1GUASEOM%253A%3BWRydltQH3fnMdM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.colorkiddo.com%252Fwp-content%252Fuploads%252F2014%252F01%252FThe-African-American-Leader-Martin-Luther-King-Jr-Col
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=coloring+images+of+famous+african+americans&facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=2fUBjQ1GUASEOM%253A%3BWRydltQH3fnMdM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.colorkiddo.com%252Fwp-content%252Fuploads%252F2014%252F01%252FThe-African-American-Leader-Martin-Luther-King-Jr-Col
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5. Distribute construction or drawing paper and drawing materials. Have each 

student draw a picture of the assigned person and write a few words about the 

person under the picture. OPTIONAL:  Use free coloring pages for younger 

students. 

 

When all the pages are finished, arrange them in ABC order. Have students 

brainstorm a title for the book and a design for the cover. 

OPTIONAL: Focus the book on a specific theme in black history.  For example, 

create an ABC book about African American leaders, scientists, writers, or 

famous women. 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGY:  Completion of the one-page biographies. 

 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED: List of Notable African Americans (included in the 

Background section of this instructional resource guide); images of notable African 

Americans; drawing materials. 

EXTENSION ACTIVITY:   

a) Use the images drawn or colored to create a Black History Month mural for the 

classroom or school hallway. 

 

b) Use the images drawn or colored to create a Notable African Americans Quilt.  

Mount the images/drawings on cardboard or heavy stock paper and sew them 

together to create the quilt. 

  



 

 

 

GRADE LEVEL: Social Studies – Elementary Grades – Intermediate 

TITLE: Notable African Americans  

OBJECTIVES:  Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS. 

1. Students will summarize the contributions of notable African Americans. 

 

2. Students will gather and synthesize information about notable African Americans by 

using a variety of informational resources. 

 

3. The students will compile a biography about an accomplished African American that 

includes information on their contributions.  

 

4. The students will conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a 

topic. (FS)  

 

5. The students will recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant 

information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in 

notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. (FS)  

 

6. The students will, with guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which 

the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (FS) 

SUGGESTED TIME:  2-3 hours 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES: 

TEACHER’S NOTES:   

a) A partial list of Notable African Americans is included in the Background section 

of this instructional resource guide.  

 

b) Prior to beginning this lesson, teachers are encouraged to locate 

photographs/images and biographies of notable African Americans.  Biographies 

and photos can be accessed at: 

 

o Black History Now, http://blackhistorynow.com/  

Black History Month 

Elementary Lesson Plan 

http://blackhistorynow.com/


 

o About.com, 

http://history1900s.about.com/od/people/tp/famousafricanamericans.htm 

 

o FactMonster - http://www.factmonster.com/spot/bhmbios1.html 

 

o Biography.com, http://www.biography.com/search/black%20history 

 

o Numerous photographic  images can be found at: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans

&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch

&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4

Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=images+of+famous+african+americans&imgdii=_ 

 

1. Explain that African Americans have made important contributions to the 

community, nation, and world in many different ways.  They have contributed in 

government, science, art, music, literature, sports, and more.  Explain that students 

will explore the life and contributions of several notable African Americans.   

 

2. With the class, brainstorm a list of African Americans that have made a lasting 

contribution in various categories (e.g., government, science, art, music, literature, 

sports).  Add to the list using the list of Notable African Americans found in the 

Background section of this instructional resource guide. 

 

3. Define biography (a description of a person’s life) and autobiography (a history of a 

person's life written or told by that person).  In this lesson, students will compile a 

brief biography of notable African Americans. 

 

4. Ask each student to select and research two African Americans from the list.  Using 

available resources, have students complete the “Biography Profile” (provided) for 

each individual selected.  OPTIONAL: This research can be done in groups, if 

preferred. 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGY:  Completion of “Biography Profiles.” 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED: List of Notable African Americans (included in the 

Background section of this instructional resource guide); “Biography Profile” worksheet 

(provided) 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:  If time permits, have students use the “Biography Profile” 

worksheets to conduct a class presentation. These narratives can also be bound together 

to create a book.  

http://history1900s.about.com/od/people/tp/famousafricanamericans.htm
http://www.factmonster.com/spot/bhmbios1.html
http://www.biography.com/search/black%20history
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=images+of+famous+african+americans&imgdii=_
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=images+of+famous+african+americans&imgdii=_
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=images+of+famous+african+americans&imgdii=_
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+of+famous+african+americans&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=bc6pVNSoE4_ggwT2gYPIDQ&ved=0CD4Q7Ak#tbm=isch&q=images+of+famous+african+americans&imgdii=_


Biography Profile 

 

Your Name: ______________________________ Date: ______________________ 

 

Name of the history maker you researched: ___________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic Notes 

 
Early Life 
 

 Date and Place 
of Birth 

 Childhood 

 
________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 

Picture of the Person (if available) 



 

Biography Profile (continued) 

Topic Notes 

 
Education or Training 
 

 

 
________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 

 

Topic Notes 

 
Interesting Facts 
 

 

 
________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 



Biography Profile (continued) 

Topic Notes 

Career or what 
contributions this person 
made 

 

 
________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
 

 



 

Biography Profile (continued) 

Write an essay below summarizing what you have learned about the person you 

researched.  Include a description of the contributions made by the person.  Also 

include a description of the positive characteristics you feel this person demonstrated 

during his or her life. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

GRADE LEVEL:  Social Studies – Elementary – Primary and Intermediate 

TITLE:   Biography of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

OBJECTIVES:  Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS. 

1. The students will describe the life and lasting contributions of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. 

2. The students will determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is 

supported by key details; summarize the text. (FS) 

3. The students will ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 

text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. (FS) 

SUGGESTED TIME:   60 minutes 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES: 

TEACHER’S NOTES:   

a) This lesson is also included in the 2015 instructional resource guide for Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  The resource guide can be accessed at the web 

site of the Department of Social Sciences at 

http://socialsciences.dadeschools.net/ 

 

b) Separate primary and intermediate reading assignments and questions 

are provided for this lesson. Teachers may use the reading most 

appropriate for their students. 

1. Show students an image of Dr. King (provided) and ask them if they know who 

he was and why he was important in the history of our country.  Introduce the 

concept of civil rights (rights all citizens of a country have).  Explain that in 

today’s lesson, students will read about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his 

contributions to our nation, including his work to ensure that Americans were 

treated equally and with respect, especially African Americans. 

 

Black History Month 

Elementary Lesson Plan 

 

http://socialsciences.dadeschools.net/


2. Have students read the “Biography of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” assignment 

(provided) and answer the questions about the reading (provided).  The 

questions may be answered in writing or orally. 

 

TEACHER’S NOTES:   

 

Primary - You may choose to read the biography aloud to primary students. 

Intermediate – Prior to the reading, discuss the difference between a biography 

(A story about a person’s life written by another person.) and an autobiography 

(A story about a person’s life written by that person.). 

 

3. Discuss the answers to the reading questions, with special emphasis given to Dr. 

King’s efforts to promote fairness and equality for all citizens. 

 

4. As closure, consider playing one or more of the on-line speech recordings of Dr. 

King to the class.   

 

TEACHER’S NOTE: Recordings of Dr. King’s speeches may be found on-line at: 

 

a. The Martin Luther King Jr. Research and Education Institute at Stanford 

University, https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/  

b. NPR, The Speeches of Martin Luther King, Jr., 

http://www.npr.org/news/specials/march40th/speeches.html  

c. Dr. Martin Luther Ling.com, http://www.drmartinlutherkingjr.com/  

 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGY:  Completion of the reading and questions. 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED:  Image of Dr. King (provided); “Biography of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr.” (provided); Questions (provided) 

SOURCES:   ABCteach.com 

http://www.abcteach.com/free/r/rc_bio_martinlutherking.pdf; and,  Social Studies for 

Kids, http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/martinlutherking2.htm 

 

https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/
http://www.npr.org/news/specials/march40th/speeches.html
http://www.drmartinlutherkingjr.com/
http://www.abcteach.com/free/r/rc_bio_martinlutherking.pdf
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/martinlutherking2.htm


Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr 

 

  



Biography of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Primary Reading) 

Martin Luther King, Jr. was born in Georgia in 1929. He was a good student in school. 

He studied in college to be a minister.  

Dr. King believed all people should be treated equally and fairly. He spent his life 

working to help others gain their rights, especially African Americans. Dr. King was one 

of the most important leaders of the civil rights movement during the 1960’s. “Civil 

rights” are rights that belong to all of the citizens of the country.  

Dr. King made many speeches and he gave sermons in his church about equality and 

fairness. He was a great speaker and his speeches are still famous today.  His most 

famous speech was the “I Have a Dream” speech he gave in Washington, D.C. in 1963. 

Dr. King believed that it was important to fight for what was right without using violence. 

Although Dr. King had many followers, not everybody liked him. Some people even 

hated him. Sadly, he was assassinated in Nashville, Tennessee in 1968. He is buried at 

the King Center in Atlanta, Georgia.  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. is remembered for his strong beliefs and for his work for 

equality and peace. He is honored in the United States every year. Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day is celebrated as a holiday in January.  

 

 

 

Source:  Adapted from ABCteach.com 

http://www.abcteach.com/free/r/rc_bio_martinlutherking.pdf  

http://www.abcteach.com/free/r/rc_bio_martinlutherking.pdf


Questions – Biography of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Primary) 

 

Name: _______________________________________________ 

 

1. What did Dr. King study to be when he was in college? 

 

 

2. What did Dr. King believe?  What did he work for? 

 

 

3. What are civil rights? 

 

 

4. What did Dr. King often speak about in his speeches? 

 

 

5. What was Dr. King’s most famous speech? 

 

 

6. What is Dr. King remembered for? 

  



Biography of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Intermediate Reading) 

Martin Luther King, Jr. was born in Georgia in 1929. He was a good student, and 

went to college to become a minister. He went on to become a great American 

civil rights leader.  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was one of the main leaders of the civil rights 

movement during the 1950s and 1960’s. “Civil rights” are rights that belong to all 

of the citizens of the country. The civil rights movement in the 1960s focused 

mainly on equal rights for African-Americans. However, Dr. King worked to make 

things equal for all people regardless of their race, or color of their skin.  

Dr. King was a minister. He made many speeches and he gave sermons in his 

church about what was and was not fair. His speeches helped many people to 

understand these issues. He was a great speaker and his speeches are still 

famous today.  His most famous speech was the “I Have a Dream” speech he 

gave in Washington, D.C. in 1963. 

Dr. King believed that it was important to fight for what was right without using 

violence. The nonviolent protests that Dr. King organized, including marches and 

sit-ins, persuaded many Americans that the civil rights movement was right.  

Although Dr. King was a powerful leader and had many followers, not everybody 

liked him. Some people even hated him for working to bring fair and equal 

treatment for African-Americans and others. He was assassinated in Nashville, 

Tennessee in 1968. He is buried at the King Center in Atlanta, Georgia.  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. is remembered for his famous speeches, for his strong 

principles, and for his tireless work for equality and peace. He is honored in the 

United States every year in January. A national holiday, called Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day, is celebrated on the third Monday in January.  

 

 

Source:  Adapted from ABCteach.com, 

http://www.abcteach.com/free/r/rc_bio_martinlutherking.pdf  

http://www.abcteach.com/free/r/rc_bio_martinlutherking.pdf


Questions – Biography of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Intermediate) 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________ 

 

1. What movement did Dr. King become a leader of during the 1950s and 

1960’s? 

 

 

2. What are civil rights?   What did the civil rights movement focus on? 

 

 

 

3. What was Dr. King’s most famous speech?  What issues did his speeches 

and sermons address? 

 

 

4. What types of non-violent protests did Dr. King organize for the civil rights 

movement? 

 

 

5. Why was Dr. King hated by some people?  When was Dr. King 

assassinated? 

 

 

6. What is Dr. King remembered for? 

  



 

 

 

GRADE LEVEL: Social Studies – Elementary Grades - Intermediate 

TITLE:  African American History Timeline 

OBJECTIVES:  Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS. 

1. The students will use a timeline to identify and describe important events in the 

history of African Americans. 

2. The students will utilize timelines to identify the time sequence of historical data.  

 

3. The students will conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to 

answer a question. (FS)  

 

4. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, 

graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) 

and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in 

which it appears. (FS) 

 

SUGGESTED TIME: 1-2 hours 

 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES: 

 

TEACHER’S NOTE:  Timelines are visual aids that help students to: 1. understand the 

chronology of historic events; 2. relate new events to those they’ve already studied; 3. 

recognize cause and effect relationships between events; and, 4. recognize how historic 

events, eras, and topics overlap in time.  

1. To introduce students to the concepts of chronology (the order in which events 

occur) and timelines (a way of displaying a list of events in chronological order),  

complete the following with the class: 

 

Ask: When were you born? When was the first day of school this year?  When is 

the next holiday vacation?  Have a simple horizontal timeline drawn on the 

blackboard. Write the student's answers on the timeline.  

 

Explain to students that they will be creating their own timeline, much like one 

already drawn on the board. 

Black History Month 

Elementary Lesson Plan 

 



 

Hand out the “Blank Timeline” (provided) and ask them to include the following 

events on their timeline (their birthdate, the year they first attended school, a 

brother/sisters birthdate, the next vacation from school). Also encourage students 

to add their own events to the timeline (e.g., moving to a new house, getting a 

family pet, family vacation). Finally, ask students to give a title to the timeline. 

 

TEACHER’S NOTE:  You may opt to have students draw the timeline on their 

own paper. 

 

2. Explain that they will now be reading and thinking about a very long timeline – a 

timeline of African American history.  Further explain that they will be asked to 

identify several important events in African American history and explain why 

they feel these events are so important. 

 

3. Pass out copies of the “Timeline of African American History” (provided). Also 

pass out an additional copy of the “Blank Timeline” and the “African American 

Timeline Activity” (both provided). 

 

TEACHER’S NOTE:  A more comprehensive timeline entitled “African-American 

History Timeline (1619-2008)” is included in the Background section of this 

instructional resource guide.  You may opt to use this timeline for more advanced 

students. 

 

4. To help students become confident with the use of the “Timeline of African 

American History,” ask students to answer the following questions for practice. 

 

a. What year did Jackie Robinson begin playing baseball for the Brooklyn 

Dodgers?  

b. In what year did Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat at the front of the 

"colored section" of a bus to a white passenger? 

c. When did the Harlem Renaissance take place? 

 

5. Explain to students that they will be identifying three major events in African 

American history.  Have students complete the “African American Timeline 

Activity” worksheet using the “Timeline of African American History” as a 

reference.  

 

http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0837678.html


OPTIONAL:  Have students work in pair to complete the “African American 

Timeline Activity.”   If this option is used, have each student record their own 

answers on the worksheet, including the short-response question.  

 

6. Have students share and discuss their findings with the class. See if there is 

consensus on the most important events. 

 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGY:  Completion of the timeline activity. 

 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED: “Blank Timeline” (provided), “African-American History 

Timeline” (provided); “African American Timeline Activity” (provided). 

  



Blank Timeline 

 

Title: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

  



 

 
Timeline of 

African American History 
 

 
 

1527-
1539 

Estevanico, a Muslim slave from northern Africa, explores the 
Southwestern U.S. 

1619 The first African slaves are brought to the colony of Virginia 

1808 The U.S. bans the import of slaves 

1820 

Harriet Tubman was born. Tubman became a “conductor” on the 
Underground Railroad, a secret system of people who helped slaves 
escape to the North - it was not an actual railroad. Harriet Tubman 
made 19 dangerous rescue trips over 10 years, rescuing over 300 
slaves from Southern states. 

1857 

Dred Scott Supreme Court decision – The Supreme Court ruled that 
slaves do not have the right to bring a case to court and cannot be 
citizens.  Scott was a slave who sued for his freedom in court, since he 
had been taken to a "free" state (Wisconsin). 

1861 Abraham Lincoln becomes President of the US; Civil War starts 

1863 
Lincoln issues Emancipation Proclamation, declaring "that all persons 
held as slaves" within the Confederate states "are, and henceforward 
shall be free." 

1865 
Civil War ends; Lincoln is assassinated; 13th amendment to 
Constitution abolishes slavery 

1868 14th amendment to Constitution grants citizenship to former slaves 

1870 
15th amendment to Constitution prohibits states from denying the right 
to vote because of race 

1920s 
The Harlem Renaissance flourishes in the 1920s and 1930s. This 
literary, artistic, and intellectual movement promotes a new black 
cultural identity. 

1929 Martin Luther King, Jr. born on January 15, in Atlanta, Georgia 

1936 Jesse Owens wins 4 gold medals at the Olympics in Berlin, Germany 

1947 Jackie Robinson is the first black man to play major league baseball 

1954 
Brown v. Board of Education. The Supreme Court orders schools to 
desegregate  

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/bios/index.shtml#Estevanico
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/virginia.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/tubman/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/scott/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/wisconsin.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/pres/lincoln/
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/ent/A0822748.html
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/MLK/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/georgia.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/bios/index.shtml#Owens
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/bios/index.shtml#Robinson


1955 Rosa Parks refuses to give her seat up on a bus in Alabama. 

1963 
Dr. King gives "I Have a Dream" speech at the Lincoln Memorial 
in Washington, D.C. 

1964 
The Civil Rights Acts prohibits discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, or gender; Dr. King is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 

1967 Thurgood Marshall appointed to the Supreme Court 
 

1968 Dr. King is assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee 

1986 Martin Luther King Jr. Day is declared a national holiday in the U.S. 

2009 Barack Obama became President of the USA. 

 

 

 

 

Source: Adapted from Enchanted Learning, 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/timeline.shtml 

 

  

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/bios/index.shtml#Parks
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/alabama.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/dc.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/bios/index.shtml#Marshall
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/tennessee.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/pres/obama/


African American Timeline Activity 

 

Directions:  Review the African American History Timeline.  1.  Select 3 events from the 

timeline and provide the date and a description of each event you have selected. 2. 

Place each event on the Blank Timeline. 

 

Event: ________________________________________________________________  

 

Date: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Description: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Event: ________________________________________________________________  

 

Date: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Description: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 



African American Timeline (continued) 

Event: ________________________________________________________________  

 

Date: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Description: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Short-Response: Of the three events you have chosen to describe, which event do you 

feel was the most important?  Explain your choice. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

 

  



 

GRADE LEVEL:  Social Studies – Elementary – Intermediate 

TITLE:   Analyzing Famous Quotations  

OBJECTIVES:  Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS. 

1. The students will analyze public statements made by notable African Americans. 

2. The students will engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-

on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on topics and texts, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. (FS) 

SUGGESTED TIME:   60 minutes 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES: 

OPTIONAL:  Quote of the Day - Since there are nearly 30 quotes included on 

““Inspirational Quotes from African American Leaders,” you may opt to use these as the 

quote of the day during Black History Month. If you select this option rather than the full 

lesson plan below, it is high recommended that students be given the opportunity to 

interpret and paraphrase the quote each day. 

1. Explain that in today’s activity, students will read and interpret (understand or 

explain) famous quotations by African American leaders. To introduce students 

to the activity, discuss the following quotation:  

 

"You really can change the world if you care enough."   Marian Wright 

Edelman (American activist for the rights of children; President and 

founder of the Children’s Defense Fund.) 

 

Ask students to explain what they feel the quote means in their own words.  

Explain that this is called paraphrasing (rewording, summarizing).  Explain that 

the ability to paraphrase a quote or something they have read shows they 

understand it. 

 

2. Divide the class into small groups and distribute copies of “Inspirational Quotes 

from African American Leaders” to each group.  (The quotations are found in the 

Background section of this instructional resource guide). Also distribute copies of 

the “Interpreting Quotations Worksheet” (provided) to each group. 

Ask each group to select three (3) quotations to interpret.  Answer the questions 

for each of the three (3) quotes selected. 

Black History Month 
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Provide each group with the ability to search online for references regarding the 

quote, if needed.  (i.e., information on the author of the quote). 

3. Discuss the quotes selected and interpreted by each group.   

 

4. As closure, ask the class to select the three quotations they believe best 

represent the goals of Black History Month. 

 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGY:  Completion of the quotation interpretation activity. 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED:  “Inspirational Quotes from African American Leaders” 

(included in the Background section of this instructional resource guide); and, 

“Interpreting Quotations Worksheet” (provided) 

  



Interpreting Quotations 

Directions:  Select three quotations to interpret.  Complete each question for all 

three quotations. 

 

Quotation #1_____________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

Whose quote is it?  Briefly describe why this person is important. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

In your own words, re-write the quotation. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Quotation #2_____________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

Whose quote is it?  Briefly describe why this person is important. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 



In your own words, re-write the quotation. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Quotation #3_____________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

Whose quote is it?  Briefly describe why this person is important. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

In your own words, re-write the quotation. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

  



Additional Activities to Celebrate Black History Month 

Arts 

On the Block 

Romare Bearden was a prominent collage artist based in Harlem. Share images of his 

work with kids by visiting the Romare Bearnden Foundation website, then click 

on Education Resources to explore ways to incorporate Bearden’s work in your 

classroom. Begin by inviting small groups to make a collage of their neighborhood in the 

style of Bearden’s The Block. 

 

Story Quilts 

The women of Gee’s Bend, Alabama, created quilts that told stories. Read about them 

in Patricia McKissack’s book, Stitchin’ and Pullin’, and view photos at Auburn 

University. Then have students create quilted squares that, when put together, tell a 

classroom narrative. 

 

Jazz Clouds 

Pay homage to great African American jazz musicians, such as Louis Armstrong, Dizzy 

Gillespie, and Duke Ellington, by reading This Jazz Man by Karen Ehrhardt. Then listen 

to their music and have students free-write phrases to describe how the music makes 

them feel. Type the words into wordle.net to make a colorful “word cloud” that 

represents jazz music. 

 

Twelve-Bar Blues 

Teach your class about the historical and cultural significance of the blues, which is 

steeped in slavery and work songs. Help your students brainstorm things that might give 

them “the blues.” Teach your students about the 12-bar structure of the blues with the 

lesson plan from the Blues Classroom from PBS. 

Posters 

Create a poster illustrating the 2015 Black History Month theme, “A Century of Black 

Life, History, and Culture.” 

 

Literacy 

Character Interviews 

Have students work in pairs to research African-American children’s book authors, such 

as Christopher Paul Curtis, Julius Lester, Patricia McKissack, Walter Dean Myers, Faith 

Ringgold, and Mildred D. Taylor. Then ask each pair to simulate a Q&A between the 

http://www.beardenfoundation.org/index2.shtml
http://www.beardenfoundation.org/education/education.shtml
http://www.auburn.edu/academic/other/geesbend/explore/catalog/slideshow/
http://www.auburn.edu/academic/other/geesbend/explore/catalog/slideshow/
http://www.wordle.net/
http://www.pbs.org/theblues/classroom/essays12bar.html
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/christopher-paul-curtis
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/julius-lester
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/patricia-mckissack
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/walter-dean-myers
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/faith-ringgold
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/faith-ringgold
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/mildred-d-taylor


author and one of his or her characters — with the character asking how and why the 

book was written. 

School Newspaper 

Write an article for your school's newspaper about people who are leaders for social 

justice today. If there are no clear leaders, why don't you think there are? What qualities 

make up a leader? How is the social justice movement impacted by what is happening 

today? 

 

Famous Speeches 

Read speeches from the Civil Rights era, including Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s "I Have 

a Dream" speech. Write a journal reflecting on King's vision and whether or not it seems 

to have been fulfilled. If so, how was this achieved? If not, what is still keeping this 

dream from being a reality? 

History 

Schools of Many Colors 

Learn about school desegregation by reading The School Is Not White!, by Doreen 

Rappaport. Then share President John F. Kennedy’s quote, “When Americans are sent 

to Vietnam or West Berlin, we do not ask for whites only. It ought to be possible, 

therefore, for American students of any color to attend any public institution....” Discuss 

how this statement reflects what happened in the book. 

 

Wax Museum 

Have students study an African-American historical figure, then dress up as their 

subject, adding an identifying name tag. Invite visitors to your “wax museum” to press 

imaginary buttons and bring the statues to life! 

 

Trip for Freedom 

Take an interactive trip on the Underground Railroad. Read Fannie Moore’s personal 

story and answer the questions about what it might have been like to be in her shoes. 

Students can also write letters using the secret code of the escaped slaves. 

 

Stand Up for Rosa 

Rosa Parks was tired of injustice the day she refused to give up her seat on the bus. 

Introduce her to students by reading Rosa, by Nikki Giovanni. Have students each write 

a poem celebrating the bravery in her action. 

 

 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/underground_railroad/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/underground_railroad/children.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/underground_railroad/children.htm
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/book/rosa


Slavery in New York 

The South was not the only place that had a slave population. Slavery existed in the 

northern states, too. Visit the New York Historical Society’s “Slavery in New York” 

exhibit online , which explores the vital role the slave trade played in making New York 

one of the wealthiest cities in the world. Have students discuss what New York might be 

like today without this history. 

Images of the Civil Rights Movement 

Using online resources, examine and gather photographs from newspapers and news 

magazines to create a journal illustrating the struggle and importance of the American 

Civil Rights Movement. 

Government 

Hope Boxes 

Nikki Grimes authored Barack Obama: Son of Promise, Child of Hope prior to President 

Obama’s November 2008 election. Discuss the concept of hope, which is a central 

theme of Grimes’s book, with your class. Then have each child create a small hope box 

out of cardstock. Fill the boxes with hopeful messages and affirmations. 

Sports 

Gold-medal Math 

Wow your class with stats about Jesse Owens, the first American in Olympic track and 

field history to win four gold medals in a single Olympics. Have kids use math to 

determine how many meters per second he ran during his gold-medal races. 

 

A Baseball Great 

Read Myron Uhlberg’s book Dad, Jackie, and Me, the story of a white man and his deaf 

father who vigorously supported Jackie Robinson in 1947 when he became the first 

African-American baseball player in the major leagues. After reading the book and the 

author’s note, discuss the ways in which Robinson and Uhlberg’s father overcame 

prejudice to prove their abilities to others. If you have a document camera, consider 

projecting the images from the end pages, which contain original newspaper clippings 

about Robinson. 

 

Source:  Adapted from Scholastic, http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/13-ways-

celebrate-black-history-month  

 

http://www.slaveryinnewyork.org/
http://www.slaveryinnewyork.org/
http://www.biography.com/people/jesse-owens-9431142
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/book/dad-jackie-and-me
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/13-ways-celebrate-black-history-month
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/13-ways-celebrate-black-history-month


 

 

 

 
 

Internet Resources 
 



Internet Resources to Support Black History Month 

 

About.com - African American History  

http://afroamhistory.about.com/library/calendar/blcal.htm - This site contains 

articles, biographies, and a daily Black History calendar. 

 

Association of African American Life and History (ASALAH)  

http://asalh100.org/  - The home site for Association of African American Life and 

History (ASALAH) provides background information on Dr. Carter G. Woodson, the 

Founder of Black History Month, and the organization’s mission to promote Black 

history. 

 

Biography.com 

http://www.biography.com/search/black%20history – This site contains numerous 

biographies of notable African Americans  

 

Black History Now  

http://blackhistorynow.com/ - This site contains a comprehensive collection of 

biographies of African Americans in a wide variety of fields. 

 

Britannica  

http://kids.britannica.com/blackhistory - This site from Encyclopedia Britannica 

includes timelines, biographies, source documents and learning activities on Black 

history. 

 

Center for Civic Education 

http://www.civiced.org/resources/curriculum/black-history-month - This site 

includes six comprehensive lesson plans for Black History Month on the strategy of non-

violent protest. 

 

Constitutional Rights Foundation 

http://www.crf-usa.org/black-history-month/black-history-month - This site offers a 

variety of readings on the African American experience in America.  

 

EdSite – National Endowment for the Humanities 

http://edsitement.neh.gov/feature/edsitements-guide-black-history-month-

teaching-resources - This site includes background information on the African 

American experience arranged by historical period. 

 

 

http://afroamhistory.about.com/library/calendar/blcal.htm
http://asalh100.org/
http://www.biography.com/search/black%20history
http://blackhistorynow.com/
http://kids.britannica.com/blackhistory
http://www.civiced.org/resources/curriculum/black-history-month
http://www.crf-usa.org/black-history-month/black-history-month
http://edsitement.neh.gov/feature/edsitements-guide-black-history-month-teaching-resources
http://edsitement.neh.gov/feature/edsitements-guide-black-history-month-teaching-resources


Fact Monster – African American Timelines 

http://www.factmonster.com/black-history-month/timelines.html - This site includes 

a number of resources to support instruction on Black history, including timelines, 

famous speeches, and information on notable African Americans.  

http://www.factmonster.com/black-history-month/timelines.html


Anti-Discrimination Policy 

Federal and State Laws 

The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida adheres to a policy of nondiscrimination in employment 
and educational programs/activities and strives affirmatively to provide equal opportunity for all as 
required by:  

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 - prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, or 
national origin.  

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended - prohibits discrimination in employment on the 
basis of race, color, religion, gender, or national origin.  

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 - prohibits discrimination on the basis of gender.  

Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 (ADEA) as amended - prohibits discrimination on the 
basis of age with respect to individuals who are at least 40.  

The Equal Pay Act of 1963 as amended - prohibits gender discrimination in payment of wages to 
women and men performing substantially equal work in the same establishment.  

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 - prohibits discrimination against the disabled.  

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) - prohibits discrimination against individuals with 
disabilities in employment, public service, public accommodations and telecommunications.  

The Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA) - requires covered employers to provide up to 12 
weeks of unpaid, job-protected leave to "eligible" employees for certain family and medical reasons.  

The Pregnancy Discrimination Act of 1978 - prohibits discrimination in employment on the basis of 
pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical conditions.  

Florida Educational Equity Act (FEEA) - prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, national 
origin, marital status, or handicap against a student or employee.  

Florida Civil Rights Act of 1992 - secures for all individuals within the state freedom from discrimination 
because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, handicap, or marital status.  

Title II of the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008 (GINA) - Prohibits discrimination 
against employees or applicants because of genetic information. 

Veterans are provided re-employment rights in accordance with P.L. 93-508 (Federal Law) and Section 
295.07 (Florida Statutes), which stipulate categorical preferences for employment. 

In Addition:School Board Policies 1362, 3362, 4362, and 5517 - Prohibit harassment and/or 
discrimination against students, employees, or applicants on the basis of sex, race, color, ethnic or 
national origin, religion, marital status, disability, genetic information, age, political beliefs, sexual 
orientation, gender, gender identification, social and family background, linguistic preference, pregnancy, 
and any other legally prohibited basis.  Retaliation for engaging in a protected activity is also prohibited.  
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